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EXODUS. 


* 


10 was PUB LI c *. f 


1 E late e pious and judicious Mr. fo . 
On rox, had greatly ſet his heart upon the 


publication of a ſhort Expoſition on the Old Teſta- 
ment, with practical Reflections ſubjoined to each 
Chapter, ſomewhat ſimilar to Dr. DoppbRibok's Fa-. 
mily Expoſitor. Materials for theſe Reflections he 
thought of furniſhing from his own Notes, which a -- 
Z yrote at the cloſe of his Expoſitions on the Bible, : 
and made a part of his publick Services for twenty 
years; together with ſuch as he wrote after Dr. 
DoppRIDGE, when he expounded | in the F amily. = 


Tuts deſgn Mr. Ox rox communicated to me 


1 above ten years ago, when he earneſtly importuned . 
me to undertake the execution of it, from a ſtrong 
perſuaſion of its acceptableneſs, and uſefulneſs, After 
maturely conſidering the matter, I conſented to make 9 
i a trial, and he ſent me the valuable materials. = 
 =_ entered on the work with pleaſure, from a convic- 
tion of its utility, and the great want of a conciſe, 
85 practical Expoſition on the Old Teſtament Scriptures, wy 
and had made ſome progreſs in it. But having 
| ſuch other engagements as rendered it impoſſible for 
| me to proceed in this great work with ſuch diſ- 
patch as to finiſh it in any reaſonable time, I at 
| length determined to reſign it, with all my materials, 
into the hands of my worthy friend Mr. GENTLE= 
MAN, who, 0 on various accounts, appeared to me the 
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fitteſt perſon I knew. to execute the deſign of the 
worthy projector. It affords me great ſatisfaction 
that he has undertaken it, and 1 heartily wiſh him 


encouragement and ſucceſs from the Countenance of 
the Publick and the Blefling of God. 


. 8A M. P ALMER. 
ackney, Fan. 1787 Lo lis 
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POTION 


P R E FP * 0 "Be 


\H E Publick will naturally REY ſome further 
account of the following work, than is con- 


tained in the en addreſs. : 


To 1 than ratios on this head, this 


will be pleaſed to obſerve, that it was drawn up by 
Mr. Ox rox for the pulpit, and delivered by him at 
Shrewſbury, in the former part of the morning ſer- 
vice, during a period of more than twenty one 
years; his firſt Expoſition being delivered June = 
J | 1744. and the laſt on his birth day, September 15, n 


276 5.— He prepared materials for this work in an 
interleaved bible, as they occurred at different times 


YH to his thoughts, or were collected from the writings 
of others, particularly the expoſitors whoſe names 
he entered. at the beginning of it as below k. From 


theſe 5 


| * 14. A. Aﬀembly 's Annot, | | N T. Tunis et Tremel. 
= 4. Ainſworth  _ Le. Leigh's Crit. Sacra. 
| s Calvin's Notes 1 nen,, 
Cl. Clark's Annot, | N. T. Bay towards N. Tran. 
Cra. Cradoeknx Fe © Pa, Patrick and Lowth 
3 D. D. Doddridge's MSS. P. A. PooPs Annot. 
= written in Clark's Bible . 8. Pool's Synopſ. crit. 
De. Delany | „„ Pr. Prideaux on 
"Dis . . . Trapp 3 
Gr. Grotius 5 „ T. G. Taylor's Heb, Concord. 
H. Henry” 5 Rxpoſ. | V H. Univerſal Hiſt, 


3. A. Jewith Anda”: 


lies libres ut Jules lee, lune ut Fudicem, 


vi ”""P'R EH EL. 


theſe materials he wrote his copy for the pulpit i in 
very neat ſhort hand, referring by figures to each 
verſe to which the expoſition belonged, and added 
at the end of each chapter his devotional or practical 
reflections. This f 1s the copy which f is now tranſcribed 


and publiſhed. | 


Tar the thor intended this work ſhould be 


publiſned, appears from the Rev. Mr. PALMER“ s 


addreſs to the publick, and is confirmed by the 
following extract from a letter to a reſpectable 
clergyman of the Church of en, | 


- "New: 1 20, 1777. 
— 1 fear the plan propoſed for printing my - 


« practical remarks, &c. will not be executed 1 
wiſh it may; — but I can do nothing at it my- 
0 ſelf, — and the perſon from whom 1 hoped for the 

execution of the deſign will not, I fear, attempt 
.it, tho? he hath ſtrength and ability of body and 

« mind to do it ſoon, and do it well. —1 muſt 

leave it to | Providence, and thoſe who may come I 
N after me.“ = . 


TAE * remembers aſking Mr. Ok rox, whe- 


| ther he would wiſh the Reflections to be printed like 
"Dr. Doppripoe? 85 without the diſtinction of figures, 
or to have the figures retained? He anſwered, that 
; he preferred the figures, as they called the attention 
and — the memory. 1 ag 25 


IT 


oe” 
* 
5 


2 
* 


e 


Ir appears that in the latter part of his life he 
wiſhed to have CLAREK's Bible publiſhed, with his 
own Practical Reflections added to each chapter, in 
the manner of DoppRIůhꝓaux's Family Expoſitor. This 
vVould certainly have been much eaſier work for an 
Editor than the preſent mode; but I apprehend, for 
many obvious reaſons, not ſo uſeful, nor ſo accept- 


able to the Sant 


1 che work. 3 the finiſhing hand of the : 


Author, or been publiſhed under his own inſpection, 
it would, no doubt, have been more complete; ſome | 
things would probably have been left out, and others 
added. I have faithfully tranſcribed what Mr. ORTroY] 
has written, excepting in ſome few inſtances where a 
ſentence occurred which was too local or familiar, 
or had too peculiar a reference to any denomination 
of chriſtians, and which, 1 verily believe, the Author 
would Have altered, 


My ROS bufinels 1 been, to connect the text 


and expoſition together; to fill up the ſentences 
where they were deficient, and to correct any ſmall 
miſtakes where 1 have diſcovered them. —1 have 
added a few notes from Dr. KENNIcOrH and other 
modern writers, carefully diſtinguiſhing ſach * the 
name of their Author, « or the Editor. . 


1 1 will perceive that the work 
is not uniformly a paraphraſe, but has criticiſms and 


other remarks (frequently taken from CLark's Anno- 


tations) 


wi PREFACE 
tations) intermingled. — Tt was at firſt my deſign to let 


all theſe ſtand connected with the text, in the places 
to which they belonged ; but I ſoon found this would 


very much interrupt the reading, and ſwell the work 


N bey ond the bounds propoſed. I have, ther efore, by 7 
the advice of ſeveral reſpectable friends, put many 
of theſe. into notes at the bottom of the page. 


Tue? the firſt volume does not take in tv much 2 


a of the bible as might have been expected, yet it con- 


tains about a ſixth part of the whole work; Mr. 


On rox having been more diffuſe in the former part 
of it, and more conciſe in the latter; which wil! 


be found to be executed in a manner ſuperior to 


te former, as might be expected from the author's 
1 —_— 9 . 


In is | hoped the critical PUT will nat he 10 5 2 


5 diſappointed i in the work before him ; but let it be F 
remembered, that it was deſigned by the Author, to 
be a ſhort and plain Expoſition for the uſe of Families 


and private chriſtians: a conſideration, which has cer- 
tainly prevented the addition of many criticiſms and 
obſervations, which might have been agreeable to many 


readers, but would have ſwelled the work, increaſed : | 


the expenſe, and been contrary to its principal deſign: 5 


and, as the pious and learned Bp. Witson ob- 
ſerves, © Criticiſms, finding out the meaning of 


different places, '&c. are not ſo edifying, as eſtab- 


eng the re with Fe truths,” Mr, OxTon | ; 


5 uſed 
* Preamble to Wilſon's Bible, 


„F ix 
uſed to ſay, that Expoſitions ſhould be adapted to 


« tradeſmen and farmers, to women, ſervants and 
« children, as theſe were the perſons who had moſt. 


« need of them, and generally made moſt uſe of | 
66 them.“ 0 


Tux Reflections, which are drawn from the lead- 
ing circumſtances in each chapter, are admirably 
adapted to practical purpoſes, and have as much 
variety as could be expected; yet, as they were 


drawn up during a courſe of ſo many years, it may 


reaſonably be ſuppoſed there will ſometimes occur a 
ſimilarity of thought, or even expreſſion, but this is 
no real blemiſn. We need the ſame important and 
practical truths often inculcated on ourſelves and 
families; line upon line, and precept upon precept ; but 
| Whoever brings with him a pious and devotional | 


ſpirit, will no doubt find it rd by a ferious 
peruſal of them. : ; 


Tux ſacred text is printed in roman letters, and 
corrected. from the valuable edition of the Bible 
publiſhed at Oxford in the year 1772; what is in 
italics in that edition, is here put into brackets, 
and the italics are entirely confined to the expoſi- 
tion: ſo that every one may caſily diſtinguiſh the 

ſacred text from the expoſition, and read the for- 

mer, if he chuſes it, without the latter. The Para- 


graphs are divided according to Bp. Wiso, s very 
elegant edition of the Bible. | 


p ww. 


Vor. I. 3 3 


BE F- & CE 


Ir my life and health ſhould be continued to 


finiſh this work, and it ſhould meet with the fa- 
vourable regards of the publick, and be uſeful to 
families and private chriſtians, I ſhall have great 
reaſon to bow my knees in thankful acknowledg- 


ments to that providence which hath made me an 


inſtrument of bringing it forward to the world, and 
which remarkably preſerved the manuſcript copy, 


when by a ſingular circumſtance it was very near 


being i ed. 


I HAVE only to add my earneſt prayers that a 
divine blefling may attend this work; and, in order 


to this, I devoutly with, that „while we peruſe the 
<< writings of others, with a deſign to form a judg- : 
« ment concerning them, we may read the word of 


„ Gop, as our ſupreme and deciſive . ” 


k. GENTLEMAN. 
Vidderminter, | F 
Map, 47 88. 


F Gee the latin motto, page v. 


— ?m»ͤ 88 


The Firſt Book of M 0) 8 E S, | 


CALLED, 


GENESIS. 


INTRODUCTION. 


| TH I s 15, abe the maſt antient Book in fz world: 
1 is almoſt univerſally agreed, that the author of this and 
le four following books, commonly called the Pentateuch, was 
= MOSES; a man of a very extraordinary character, who was 
educated in the court of an Egyptian prince, and acquainted with 
all the branches of learning taught in the ſchools of Egypt. 

Conſidering how long the Patriarchs lived, the hiſtory of fats 
which he relates came down to him thro* ſo few hands, as 10 
Leave no room to ſuſpect their authenticity. On theſe accounts, this 
XZ book claims peculiar attention, ſeparate from the conſideration of 
hie writer's being under the influence of the Holy Spirit, without 
WHY. | the true ay. of the Creation could never have been 

noeim. 

This * ho duubrieſs ite for the ee We 5 
of mankind, ſeems to have been written more particularly for 
the inſtruction and advantage of the Fewiſh People; ; to prevent 
their complying with the idolatry of other nations, and preſerve 
their entire obedience to the divine law ; as well as to lower that 
pride and vanity which they were ever prone to indulge, on At 
count of their being the peculiar people of God; in which views = 
many things in it appear peculiarly beautiful. es 
Genefis, which is the name it bears in the Greek Septuagint | 
tranſlation, ſignifies generation ;* and it is ſo called, becauſe it 
relates the hiſtory of the generation or beginning of the heavens 
and the earth, the production of man, and the Senealngpes of t the 
patriarchs, . | 5 
You, J. . 5 This. 

2 Matt, i. 1. 8 


2 " GENFSTS. L 


This hiſtory begins about 4000 years before Chriſt, and con- 
tains a period of 2365 years, or thereabouts, The account of the 
creation, with which it commences, cannot reaſonably be ſuppoſed, 


as it hath been by ſome, to relate to the Univerſe at large, but, at 
moſt, to the Solar Syſtem, and principally to our world, And 
tha” it be granted that the Bible was not intended to teach nen 
natural philoſophy, we muſt ſuppoſe, if we believe its divine 
inſpiration, that what it relates is gs to truth and lie 


nature of bingo. 


15 H A . 15 Verſe [(—25. 


Contains the Hi Rory of the Creation of the World, with | us 
appendages and inhabitants, in the OTE. of fix 91 J and 
, the work of each day. 


1 N the beginning God wad the heaven and the 


which the heavens and the earth were afterwards 


2 Tamed>. » And the earth was without form and void; 


without order, beauty, or furniture; the ſtamina, or prin- 


ciples of future productions, being all blended together ; and 
darkneſs [was] upon the face of the deep waters which 
ſurrounded the ſolid maſs, occaſioned by the thick vapours 


which reſted upon them. And the Spirit of God, or his 


infinite wiſdom and power, moved upon the face of the 
waters, made a violent agitation in order to expel thoſe va- 


pours, and ſeparate the fluid and ſolid matter, of which, to- 
gether with luminous and fiery particles, this chaos ſeems to 

3 have been compounded. And God faid, Let there be light: 
and there was light ; the groſs particles were diſpelled, and 
4 the yy earth was Hluminated. 4 And God ſaw the light, 
ES 


C Here hs, agency of the bleſſed Gov is aſſerted i in the formation 
of all things; and in the New Teſtament we are told, he made all 
things by Jeſus Chriſt, John i. 3. Eph. iii. 9. Heb. i, 10, Philoſo- 
Pbers have had great debates about the formation of the world ; 


ſome aſſerting its eternity, others forming the moſt ridiculous notions 


ol its being made by chance, or a concourſe of atoms: but this 
- firſt verſe of our Bible clears up all the difficulty. 


© Some ſuppoſe, that the fiery particles which contained light and 


heat, were ſeparated from the reſt of the maſs, and collected into 
Gina bodies or globes of * which moyed round and cauſed a 


Kind 


ena He made out of nothing, the common matter 
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„„ E737 
that [it was) good ; agreeable to his great deſgn: and 
God equally divided the light from the darkneſs, by 

5 giving the earth its diurnal motion. And God called the 
light Day, and the darkneſs he called Night, that i 15, 


he appointed they ſhould be ſo called. And 6 an, 
and the morning were the firſt day.* 


6 And Godfaid, Let there be a firmament, an expanſin on 


or atmoſphere, i in the midſt of the waters, and let it divide 
the waters in the clonds, from the waters upon the earth. 


7 And accordingly God made the firmament, and divided 5 


the waters which [were] under the firmament, and de- 

Signed for ſeas and rivers, from the waters which [were] 
above the firmament, in the clouds; and it was ſo; part 
8 of the waters aſcended in vapours into the air. And God 
called the firmament Heaven; including the ſpace where 

the birds fly, the clouds gather, and the ſtars appear to move. 
And the evening and the morning were the ſecond day. 
9 And God faid, Let the waters under the heaven, 


wich at firſt equally overſpread the earth, be gathered 


together unto one place, and be kept within their appoint" 
eld channels; and let the dry [land] appear in continents 
and iſlands : and it was ſo as God commanded. (Pſalm eiv. 


10 5—8.) And God called the dry [land] Earth; and the | 


gathering together of the 5 5 called he Seas: and 


God ſaw that [it was] good. This clauſe is not added is 


the ſecond day's work, becauſe the work which was then vegun = 
(ile ſeparation of the waters) was not perfected till no.“? 
11 And God ſaid, Let the earth receive power to bring 
forth tender graſs il ſelf, without being ſown, the herb 
yielding ſeed, [and] the fruit tree yielding fruit after 
his kind, its own peculiar kind, whoſe ſeed [is] in itſelf, 
upon the earth, ſo that it ſhall propagate its own ſpecies : 
12 and! it was s ſo, And the earth Drought forth 1 [and] 5 
„„ & Wow. , Rerd 
| kind of 45 to ſome parts of che earth, while other parts were in dark- 
neſs. But if we ſuppoſe that the Sun was firſt created, then the 
"earth was illuminated by the Sun's rays.—LoNGINUS mentions this 


verſe as an inſtance of the true ſublime. 
* The evening is mentioned firſt, becauſe the Jewiſh ſacred days 
begin from the evening. ; 


Dr. KennicorTrT obſerves that the words ar? found 1 in the Greek 8 
verſion at wv. 8. Ebir. | 
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erh yielding ſeed aſter his kind, and the tree yielding 
fruit, whoſe feed [was] in ;t(elf, after his kind: and | 
| God ſaw that [it was] good; every tree and plant was | 
13 adapted to anſwer ſome uſeful purpoſe. And the — ; 
aud the morning were the third day, 4 
14 And God ſaid, Let there be lights, e bars: 3 
appearing in the Ermament of the heaven to divide the 
day from the night; and let them be for ſigns, or marks | 
of diſtinction between one portion of time and another, and 
tor ſeaſons, to produce and diſtiaguiſh ſpring and ſummer, | 
and autumn and winter, and for days, and years; by . 
heir ſeveral molions, to make the days longer and ſporter; 
to diſtinguiſh between day and day, month and month, year i 
Aud year ;, and to ſhow how to compute tame accordingly : | 
15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of the he- 
16 ven to give light upon the earth: and it was ſo. And | 
God made, or rather, New God had made, two great | 
lights; the greater light, the ſun, to rule the day, and 
the leſſer light, „he moon, to rule the night: [he made] | 
17 the ftars alſo. And God noto ſet them, cauſed them to | 
appear, in the firmament of the heaven to give light |} 
18 upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the | 
night, and to divide the light from the darkneſs : and 
19 God ſaw that [it was] good. And the Song. and the = 
morning were the fourth day. f 
20 And God ſaid, Let the waters, er with the earth, 
1 5 bring forth abundantiy the moving creature that hath | 
life, and fowl [that] may ty above the earth in the | 
21 open firmament of heaven. And God created great | 
__ whales," and every living creature that moveth, which | 
the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, | 
and N winged. fowl. after his kind: and God ſaw i 
VVT„ s.. 
3 * The moon is ad firſt, to denote its peculiar aſefulneſ to 
us above the other planets, 
Mr. WrisTon well obſerves, Moſes ſeems: to have given 3 an ac- | 
cCcount of things as they would have appeared to an obſerving ſpectator, 
had ſuch an ene been here upon earth during the creation; when 
the Sun, on his firſt appearing, would ſeem to I, been at that 
inſtant created. WRHISTOx's Theory, pref. p. 
h The original word is often rendered dragons, ra crocodiles ; ſee | 
L288. XXIX, 3. xxxii. 2. But here it ſeems to be pat for large fiſh 


0 | general, Ebir. | 
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GCENES?S 1 5 


n | 22 that lit was] good. And God bleſſed them all, ſaying, 


I beſtow this bleſſing or power upon you to multiply your kind, ; : 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the 


| 2 23 {cas, and let fowl multiply in the earth. And the even- 


4 ing and the morning were the fifth day. And God 
ſaid, Let the earth bring forth the living creature after 
his kind, cattle, for the uſe of man, and the creeping 
thing, and beaſt of the earth after his kind: and it was 
25 ſo. And God made the beaft of the earth after his 
kind, and cattle after their kind, and every thing that 
ereepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God ſaw 
that [it vu good. 1 5 ine . 


R D F E E c T 1 0 N S. 
ET us adore the knits majeſty of God, as diſ- 


played in all his works, both in heaven and on 
earth. T7 he works of the Lord are great, ſought out of all thoſe 
who have pleaſure therein, What can we ſee but diſplays 
of power and wiſdom i in all the works of his hands! What 


are the niceſt, or the greateſt performances of human ſkill, _ 
when compared with His, who is wonderful in counſel, and 
excellent in working ! The meaneſt animal, the leaſt vege- 
table or inſenſible being, declares his eternal power and 
2 Godhead. 
all his works! What reaſon have we after ſuch a ſurvey 
Jas this chapter affords, to adopt the devout rapture of 
David, O Lord, how manifold are y warks, in wiſdom ſſicu | 
we ds them all! ; ; 


What ſkill, beauty, and harmony appear in 


Let us be daily ſenſible of hs dials 800 d 8 þ in all ; 


1 FD morks of his hands; that he hath provided fo richly, _ 
not only for the ſupport, but the comfort of all his crea- 
tures, and their agreeable entertainment. 
given the vegetable world, in particular, ſuch beauty and 
grandeur. 
and wide ſea. 
creatures, eſpecially, ſhould bleſs his holy name. _ 
alone are capable of admiring his works, and they ſhould. 
conſtantly do ſo. 


That he hath 


The earth is full of his riches; ſo is the great 


All his works praiſe him; and his rational 
They 


3. We learn to uſe all the creatures for he honour of 
that God by whom they were made, I hey are not our own; 
B 2 Sy 
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eine it. 


8 are not produced by our wiſdom or power. Let us uſe 3 

them as the creatures of God. We are ſtewards of his 

il manifold gifts, therefore let us not abuſe them; let none 

* make unneceſſary waſte of them, or tyrannize over the brute 

i creation, over which God hath given us dominion. Amer- 

8 ciful man is merciful to beaſts and inſets. Every degree of 
1 cruelty is unworthy a rational creature. Let us ſet God, 

5 the great creator of all, continually before us, and ſcriouſly 1 
Wo conſider what uſe of theſe. things will be moſt pleafing to 1 

1 him, and advantageous to ourſelves; that whether we cat, q 

9 or drink, or whatever we do, we may do all to the glory ef | 

al 5 Cod, in the name 17 To 8 85 Amen. | l 

i — 5 ———ů — mane 5 3 

l 

{1 
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CHAP. 1. 26, 0 the end. CHAP. I. 13. 


5 of the creation. of man, and the inflitution of the ſabbath, 
Cod having finiſhed the inanimate and brutal creation, 775. 3 
 ceeds to the nobler produfiion of man; and here, to add 3 
 dignily and ſolemnity to this, his laſt and greateſt work, He 
calls a counſel and adviſes ; not to ſignify any doubt, delibera- 
lion, or want of ſkill or power in himſelf, but to ſhow tie 
dignity of the creature he Was t form, and 1% n 
: Wijaom of the prodult, = „ 


26 N D God ſaid, Sealing i lis . or 1% or 
. both, or his a angels, Let us make man 
in our image, à reaſonable being, after our likeneſs in 
moral perfections: and let them have dominion over the 
fiſh of the ſea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the earth, with its various pro- 
Audlions, and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth, ſo as 10 uſe them for their pleaſure and 
N 27 benefit. 80 God created man in his [own] image, in 
7 the image of God created he him; this is repeated as 
worthy peculiar attention; male and female created he 

; them. Botſi were made "this day, the? the manner of the : } 
Woman's creation is more fully related, ch. ii. 18, Sc. 
28 And God bleſſed them, and God faid unto them, Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and 3 
ſubdue it, we and ans it, ſo as t make it fruitful; 7 
and 
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and have dominion over the fiſh of the ſea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that 
moveth upon the earth, which are 40% ned to Julſerve 
the wants and conveniences of mankind. | 
And God further ſaid to them, Behold, 1 have given 
you likewiſe every herb bearing ſeed, which [is] upon 
the face of all the earth, and every tree in the which 
| [is] the fruit of a tree yielding ſeed ; to you it ſhall be 
> for meat. And to every beaſt of the earth, and to 
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth | 
upon the earth, wherein [there is] life, I] have given]! 
every green herb for meat : and it was ſo till after the 
fall, when beaſts and birds of prey, and fiſhes, did eat and 
31 devour one another. And on the concluſion of the whole, on 
4 @ ſurvey of his works, God faw every thing that he had 
made, and, behold, [it was] very good; exa#tly fitted 
or theuſe and end for which they were deſigned; and adorn- 
ed with ſuch perfections as were ſuitable to their natures, 
and all conducing to the glory of God. And the 99 8 : 
” and the morning were the ſixth day. 8 


1 Canap, II. Thus, as before related, the hve and : - 
8 hs earth were finiſhed, and all the hoſt of them, their : 


ornaments and apparatus. Og: h 

2 And on the ſeventh day God had ended his work 
which he had made;* and he reſted on the ſeventh day 
from all his work which he had made; he ceaſed from 


tlie work of creation, but not of providence, to teach us to 
3 reſt from our work on that day. 
ſeventh day, and ſanctified it; 


And God bleſſed the 


5 n o. the creation LE the world, as 4 day. in which he 


4 Herbs are 90 mentioned; 3 air food not being allowed, 2 
. think, before the flood, at leaſt not till after the fall. 
CA DOck's Hiſtory of the Old Teſtament, p. 4, $52 : 

r Dr, KENNIcOTT obſerves, that the Samaritan text with the 

| Greek and Syriac verſions read, God ended his work on the fixth day. 


See 1 


1 He ceaſed to create, he proceeded no further. Reſting ies 


bodily fatigue or wearineſs; but the creator of the ends of the earth 


fainteth not, neither is he weary, 


n As Adam and Eve were created at the cloſe of the Gxth i: 5 
this would be the firſt whole day of their life, the firſt of their week, 


and God appointed it to be a ſabbath or holy day; and there is no 
doubt but — and their deſcendants obſerved 1 it as ſuch. Ebi. 


n ſet it apart as ſacred in 
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15 to. be. bleſſed and praiſed, and in which he communicates 
Þl:ſſings to his pious worſhippers : becauſe that in it he had 
reſted from all his work which God created and made, 


or brought to perfection. 


REFLECTIONS. 
T ET us remember and acknowledge the dignity of 


2.4 our natures, Attend to theſe words, Let us make 
man. God gives notice to thoſe about him of the great 


buſineſs he was going to do; it was ſomething worthy of 
their higheſt regard; the laſt and beſt of his creating work | 
here below, We are all fearfully and wonderfully made. | 
All the parts of our body are an amazing inſtance of his 
power and ſkill; but the breath of life, the living ſoul, 


the intelligent and immortal ſpirit, by which we are capa- 


ble of underſtanding and reaſoning, looking backward to 


paſt ages, and forward to eternity ; by which we are able to 
inquire after God our maker, and pay him a reaſonable | 
ſervice; this is the crown of all; herein he hath made us | 
_ wiſer than the beaſts of the field and the fowls of the heaven, | 
and but a little lower than the angels. It is when man is 
taken in compariſon with other things, with all the lower 
__ creation, that his dignity and excellency appear. Let us 
love that God who hath raiſed this curious frame; who is 
the father of our ſpirits, and hath crowned us with fuch 
glory and honour. Let us be thankful for any remains of 
is image which we ſtill bear; and act as becometh thoſe 
who were made for God, and like him. 
2. Let us depend on God to begin and perfect the new | 
creation. Thanks be to him, who commanded the light | 
to ſhine out of darkneſs, that he hath ſhined upon us in 
the face of his dear Son, to give us the light of the know- 
ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. Fic, 
who is the author of nature, is the God of all grace; and 
the day is approaching, when he will make all things new. 
The fame power that produced nature at firſt, muſt change 
our corrupt hearts and ſinful inclinations, and create us 
ancw in Chriſt Jeſus to good works, Let us maintain an 
humble dependance upon him, to begin and carry on his 


_ new 
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new and nobler creation in our own ſouls and the fouls of 15 
others. His hand is not ſhortened that it cannot ſave, nor 
is his ear heavy that it cannot hear: if he ſpeak the word, 
it ſhall be done. Let us rely upon his almighty power 
to make our ſouls perfe& in holineſs; to complete our 
nat ap to wit, the redemption of our bodies, that we 
may be fit for the new heavens and the new earth, wherein 
met, righteouſveſs. © 
Let us bleſs God for the ton of the fbbath, 
5 oh 1 is fo well calculated to begin and carry on this good 
work in our ſouls, and maintain a ſenſe of God and his 
gocdneſe in the world. Let us be thankful if we have 
found the advantage of it, as thouſands 1 in all ages have 
donc. If God thought fit to enjoin it on man in a ſtate of 
innocence, hat he might converſe with God in holy du- 


ties and exerc es, much more fit 1s 1t for us in our cor- 


rupt ſtate; when we have ſo many hindrances in religion, 
ſo many Gfaculties to grapple with, temptations to over- 
come, and duties to perform. Let us call the ſabbath a 


delight, the holy of the Lord, and honourable. On that day 


let us reſt from all our common works, and remember to 
keep it holy; employing it in devout meditations on the 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs of God in creation, and the 
ſtill brighter and nobler ſcenes which the e aper 


of the bleſſed God 1 1 8 us. 


c H A P. 1. 4. | tothe ad 


4 more particular. account of ſome things e Jer; . 


the formation of Adam and Eve; the Jorkidden irs and . 
the inſtilulion of marriage. „ 5 


HES E things already related f ire]: a true account = 


9 the earth when they were created, in the day or : 


- time that the Log God, or FEHOV Ali, made 
the 


-Þ . the name JzHovan is firſt uſed: it iignifies, He that was, 
and 1 is, and i is to come; the neceſſary ſelf-exiſtent Being. It is com- 
| monly 


of the generations, or origin, of the heavens and 
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5 the earth and the heavens. And we have here 40 1 
an account of the formation of every plant of the field, 
before it was produced by any virtue in the earth, and 
of every herb of the field before it grew; every plant 3 
and herb being created in a fate of maturity: for the 
Lorp God had not as yet cauſed it to rain upon the 
earth, and [there was] not a man to till the ground. 

So that the origin of theſe things muſt be aſcribed to God's 
power alone, ſeeing there was no natural cauſe to produce 

4 them. But after the earth was ſtored with vegetables, 
there went up a miſt from the earth, and this, falling 
down upon it again, watered the whole face of the 
ground. 3 
7 And the Lonp God oY exquiſite art formed the 3 
body of man [of ] the duſt of the We x and breathed 
into his noſtrils the breath of life; infuſed into his lifeleſs 
ody a living ſoul, which quickened it; and diſcovered itſelf © 
by 75 breath in his noſtrils.“ And man became a living 
ſoul, @ more excellent Being than any other creature ne 3 
below, CS © L 
8 And the Lozp God, having thas made a e crea- = 
Se ture, does not turn him out into a barren world, but provides 
3 comfortably both for the ſupport of his body, and the enter- 
OO fainment of his mind; and therefore he had planted a 
garden eaſtward of Judea, in the country of Eden; and 
9 there he put the man whom he had formed. And out 
of the ground of that garden made the Logp God to 
grow every kind of tree that is pleaſant to the fight 
and good for food; the tree of life, 0 called, becauſe it 

Twas a natural means of preſerving man's life, and a pledge 

; of its continuance; he had alſo Am in the midſt of the 

7 garden, 


5 wants 4860 113 in our e Py is  Jifinguilhed by capital 

letters; but the word Lok p by no means expreſſes the force of the 

original, which ſhould have been retained, 

© Whence Adam is called the earthy man, 1 Cor. xv. . 47. to 18 

agrees the Hebrew word here rendered Formed, which is different from 
that uſed with reference to the other creatures, It refers to potters 
who make veliels of clay; and ſeems to denote the peculiar care and 
| fill of the Almighty in the formation of the human body. | 
e It is obſervable, that man's body and ſoul were made diſtin, 


(ich they were not in other creatures, to ſhow that his ſoul 1 15 s of a 
1 Ae en original from the body. : 
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18 And the Log God faid, 
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garden, and there he had likewiſe planted the tree of 
| knowledge of good and evil, the earing of which (being 
"JO ) would give him experimentally to know the . 
ence between moral good and evil. 
And a river went out of he land of Eden d to water the. 
e garden; and from thence it was parted, and became 


11 into four heads, or principal fireams.* The name of the 


firſt [is] Piſon : that [is] it which compaſſeth, or winds = 
along, the whole land of Havilah, where [there is] gold 


12 in great plenty, And the gold of that land [is] remark- 


ably good: there [is] alſo bdellium and the onyx ſtone. 
13 And the name of the ſecond river [is] Gihon: the 
ſame [is] it that compaſſeth, or winds along, the whole 
And the name of the third river 
[is] Hiddekel, or Tygris : that [is] it which goeth to- 
ward the eaſt of, or before, Aſſyria. And the fourth > 
river [is] Euphrates 2//elf. 5 
15 And the Loxp God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to dreſs it and to keep it for his 
16 health and pleaſure, And the Lokxp God commanded 


the man, including the woman alſo, ſaying, Of every . 


7 tree of the garden thou mayeſt freely eat: but with. 


this Angle limitation, that of the tree of the knowledge af 


good and evil, thou ſhalt not eat of it: for in the day 
that thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die, become 


liable to all forts of evils, both in this world and the other, 5 0 


which ſhall immediately begin to ſeize upon thee + 
[It is] not good that the 
man, who is a ſocial being, ſhould be alone; I will there- 
fore make him an help meet for him; ſuitable 4% his na- 
ture, acceptable to his perſon, and uſe ful upon all occaſions. 


Now the manner of her creation cds as different from that of 
19 the other creatures as the end for which ſhe was made, And 
out of th ground and Waters the Lond God formed 


8 rey by 


77] The Stunden oj Paradife, anforring to this deſcription, i is what 
| geographers are divided about. Moſt probably as CaLvin and 
- others ſuppoſe, it was in Chaldea, at the confluence of the Tygres and 
the Euphrates. 
courſe of the waters; and the other two below, wiz. the Pijon 


Theſe two rivers were above, with reſpect to the 


and the Gilon, which names have long been diſuſed, 


12 ; GENESIS. I 
7 "way beaſt of the field, and every fowl of the air; and 


he brought them] unto Adam to ſee what he would hi 
call them: and whatſoever Adam called every living WM ti 
creature, that [was] the name thereof h which it was WM dc 
20 known to pofterity. And Adam gave names to all cattle, d 
and to the fowl of the air, and to every beaſt of the tl 
field, according to their reſpective natures; but for Adam 
there was not found among all the tribes of creatures, one fc 
that was an help meet for him; jo that it was necejary Ml 
2 #hat one ſbc uld be created on pur fs. fe 
21 And the Lon p God cauſed a deep ſleep to fall upon = 
Adam, and he ſlept: and during his fate of inſenſibiliiy I 
he took one of his ribs, and cloſed up the fleſh infkead MW © 


22 thereof; And the rib, which the LoRD God had taken v 
from e man, made he 77/0 a woman, and brought her V 
unto the man, who row awoke, and he gave her 70 him as U 
I 2: wiſe ; ; acquainting him with the manner of her creation, a 
23 And Adam, veceiving her with gratitude and joy, ſaid, MW © 
This is] now a ft companion for me, being bone of my a 
bones, and fleſh of my ficſh: ſhe ſhall be called t 
Woman, becauſe ſhe was taken out of Man. And | 
Cod acquainted Adam with the great law of matrimony - t 
24 notꝰ infirintea, ſaying, Therefore ſhall a man leave his t 
father and his mother, and ſhall cleave unto his wife: J 6 
and they 7709” ſhall be one fleſh; mojs inſeparably united = 
_ during life, and have as intimal. communion as if they were 
but one perſon. This condemns both. Po:ygamy and divorce. 

25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, 
aud continued fo as long as they were innocent; and by 
reaſon of thiir innocence they were not aſhamed ; as there 
was neither deformily in their ace, nor WR. the 2225 f 5 

- James in their Tu. 
. 


r RY N W . 


REFLECTIONS. 


. are here called upon to 8 the cc · | 
leſtial origin of the ſoul; it did not ſpring 

from Ke: duſt, it was not formed by our parents, but is 

the breath of God. 7. here is a ſpirit in man, and the in- 

8 Hiration 
'r See Marth. xix. 55 Mark x. 7. 1 Cor. vi. 16. Eph. v. 13. 
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buran of the Almighty gr vel him unde, landing, Let us 
highly prize theſe precious and immortal ſouls ; ſtudy 
their improvement in knowledge and holineſs; and never 
debaſe them by any low or mean purſuits: but let them 
daily aſpire toward the world from which they came, and 
the God by whom they were infuſed. 
22. Let us admire the plentiful provifton God hath made 
for man, and the equity of that covenant under which he 
vas placed. How wiſely and kindly hath God contrived 
for the delight of his creatures! He is to be owned and 
honoured in all. It is a remarkable expreſſion in v. 5, the 
| Lord God, that is, Ir RHOVAH, had not yet cauſed it to rain 
on the earth, It is God alone that giveth rain from hea- 
ven, and maketh the earth fruitful; he greatly enricheth it 
with the river of God, which is full of water: he giveth 
us all things richly to enjoy. God ſaw good to lay on man 
a ſmall reſtraint, to let him know he was a ſervant and a 
dependant, not an abſolute proprietor. If any ſhould 
_ aſk, why this ſhould be made the teſt of obedience, rather 
than a moral precept ; the reaſon is plain; he could not be 
guilty of many vices, he had no temptation to others; fo 
that his virtue was to be tried by his having a proper 
_ temptation to tranſgreſs. The demand of abſtinence from 
one tree, was very reaſonable, when God had given him 
all things elſe. 
2; Let us be very thankful for the Kamp eſs of ſocia 1 
BZ life; that God hath given us ſocial natures, and fitted us for 
EZ focial pleaſures and entertainments : that he hath formed 
us capable of thoſe tender affeQions, which are an honour 
| Inſtead of a diſgrace to human nature, and the ſource of 
| that endearing friendſhip which but one relation will admit 
of. The wiſdom and goodneſs of God are to be adored in 
providing ſo ſuitable and agreeable a companion for his ne 
formed creature, to enliven even paradiſe itſelf; for conti- 
| nuing in the breaſts of his deſcendants of both ſexes their 
mutual tenderneſs for each other; ; and for appointing and 


inſtituting the conjugal relation, as what he ſaw would be 


for the comfort and advantage of his creatures, as well as 
neceſſary for the Li dees and orderly continuance of them. 


4. Let 
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4. Let the circumſtances attending the production of 


the woman, be a leſſon to both ſexes how to behave one to 


another. Adam, ſays the Apoſtle, was firj# formed, then 
Eve; which he urges as an argument for the cheerful ſub- 


jection of the woman, 1 Tim. ii. 13. and in another place 
he obſerves, the woman was made for the man, and out of 
the man; which he urges to the ſame purpoſe. We learn 


from hence, the duty of men to love their wives, v. 24. 


Tuerefore ſhall a man leave his father and his mother, and ſhall 
cleave unto his wife, and they two ſhall be one fleſh. This is a 
ſtrong argument againſt having more wives than one; 
and alſo againſt divorces, which are ſo ſhamefully common | 
in the preſent day. In this view it is urged by our Lord, | 
Matt. Xix. 5. God had, as the prophet Malachi obſerves, | 
the reſidue of the ſpirit, and could have created more 
women than one, but he did not. The circumſtance 
of the woman's creation out of the man, was no doubt 
intended to be a moral leſſon that men ſhould love their 
wives, ſince they are bone of their bone, and fleſh of their 
fleſh, and are deſigned for their comfort, and to be helps 
meet for them. In a word, marriage is honourable in 
all; it is the wiſe and gracious appointment of God; and 
it ſhould be the concern of all who are entered, or may 
enter into that relation, to behave to each other with that 
forbearance and kindneſs, that reſpect and concern for each 
other's welfare, which alone can make their ſtate com- 
fortable here, and will, if they are truly religious, lay a 
foundation for a purer, more N yea an eternal friend- 


ſhip, in the other world. 


CHAP. II. 


2 his is one of the moſt | fiſts and the moſt 1 chapters 
in the whole bible. Before this all was very good; here all is 


very bad. It contains an account of our firſs parents fall, 


the cauſe, and the conſequence of it. The origin of evil hath 
always been a ſubjett of controverſy with ſpeculative men, 
and n will always be attended with * difficulties, 


which 
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which i in the preſent world cannot be ſolved; but the ſcripture 
gives ſuch an account of the motter, as ought to ſatisfy us, 


= namely, that it was in conſequence of the temptation of ſome 


ſubtil and malignant. being. What that being was, and 
how he preſented his temptations, wwe are here informed, 


1 JF TOW the ſerpent, that is, the Devil or Satan under 
5 tie form of a ſerpent, was more ſubtil than any 
heaft of the field which the Loxy God had made. And 
he, being ſet upon the ruin of the human race, ſaid unto the 
woman, whom he found alone, and whoſe attention he had 


probably gained by various wiles and appearances of intel. 


ligence, under the form of a fine, beautiful ſerpent, walking 

 ereft, and uncommonly attentive to hier: having thus pre- 
pared the way, he ſaid, Yea, hath God indeed ſaid, Le 

| ſhall not eat of every tree of the garden? Sure it cannot 
Poſſibly be, that God, who is the ſupreme good and your moſt 
e benefactor, ſhould in good earneſt forbid you the uſe 

2 of this tree. And the woman ſaid unto the ſerpent, We, 

may eat of the fruit of all the other trees of the garden: 


3 But of the fruit of the tree which [is] in the midſt of 


the garden, God hath certainly ſaid, Ye ſhall not eat of 
it, neither ſhall ye touch it, in order to the eating of it, 
4 leſt ye die.“ And the ſerpent ſaid unto the woman, 
certainly you muſt be miſtaken , God's words may have ſome | 
5 other meaning; ye ſhall not ſurely die: For God knows it 
avill be very profitable for you; and therefore it is not likely 


that He, being ſo good, ſhould abſolutely forbid it you: God 
doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your 


eyes ſhall inſtantly be opened, and ye ſhall be as gods, 
or as God himſelf, knowing good and evil; you ſhall at- 


lain ſuch a large, yea divine meaſure of knowledge, that in 


compariſon thereof your preſent knowledge is but blindneſs.” 


| 8. And when the woman ſaw that the tree [was] Good 


for food, and that it [was] pleaſant to the eyes, beyond 
the reſt of the trees, and a tree to be deſired, from this 
account "of it, to make lone] wiſe, ſhe took of the fruit 


thercof, 
» See Mirron's account of FER matter, which 1 okint. 18 POE 


moſt oe eaſy, and probable of any 1 have met with, Par, 
ix. . 4945 Ke.. 1 
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| thereof, and did eat, and then gave ſome of it allo unto 
= her huſband with her; and he did eat /itewiſe, ihro* her 
7 -pir ſank on. And inmediotely the eyes of them both were 
opened, in a ſenſe far dijferent from what the tempter had % 
pretended, and then they knew that they [were] naked; i 
and experienced a fenſe of ſhame and the need of covering, 
fo that they ſewed fig leaves together, and made th&m- 
8 ſelves aprons, or girdles. And they heard the voice of 
the Lory God, 4 ſound from the majeſtic preſence or glory 
of FEHOV AH, as it were walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, or evening, and ſeeming to approach 
them and Adam and his wife, thro* a ſenſe of guilt and 
fear of puniſhment, hid themſelves from the awful ſymbol i 
of tie preſence of the Loy God among the trees of 
the garden, A 
9 And the Loy God called unto Adam, and ſaid 
unto him, with a terrible emphaſis, to bring him 10 confeſ- 
fon, Where [art] thou? Muy dojt thou ſeek concealment ? i 
10 And he faid, 1 heard thy voice in the garden, and I | 
WK. becauſe 15 had found that I [was] naked, 
=: 11 and therefore J hid myſelf. And he further interrogat- 
l ed Adam and ſaid, Who told thee that thou [waſt] | 
naked? and that thou needeſt on that account io be aſhamed? | 
Haſt thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded 
12 thee that thou ſhouldſt not eat? And the man, de/j- 
| rous to excuſe himſelf, ungratefully ſaid, The woman 
* whom thou gaveſt [to be] with me, as an help meet, ſhe 
. gave me of the tree, and at her inſtigalion I did eat. 
13 And the Loxp God faid unto the woman, What [is] 
| - this [that] thou haſt done? Horv heinous a iranſpreſſion ! 
= And the woman, being alſo defirous to extenuate her crime, 
ll Afaid, The ſerpent beguiled me, and I did eat. | 
D And the LoxD God ſaid unto the ſerpent, Becauſe 
=. thou haſt done this, thou [art] curſed above all cattle, 
17 


and above every beaſt of the field : 4% the ſerpent was 
only the” inſtrument. here, yet he is carſed: to ſhow God's de- 
teſtation of fn: upon thy belly ſhalt thou go, and duſt 
. ſhalt thou eat all the days of thy life; is wings and 
f feet fell off, and inſtead of . on plants and herbs, he 
1 took his food Mev the _ and licked in the duſt with it : 
= 1 15 And 
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GENESIS. III. 1 
5 And I will put perpetual enmity between thee and the 
3 and between thy ſeed and her ſeed; it ſhall 

bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel.” 

10 Unto the woman he ſaid, /he being firſt in the tranſgreſ- 15 
Jon, I will greatly multiply thy ſorrow and, or rather, in 
Won. conception, or pregnancy ; in ſorrow thou ſhalt bring 1 
forth children; and thy deſire [ſhall be] ſbject to thy 
huſband m thou haſt enticed, and he ſhall rule over thee. 

17 And unto Adam he ſaid, Becauſe thou haſt hearkened 

unto the voice of thy wife, rather than to thy own un- 
derſtanding, or to my precepts, and haſt eaten of the tree, 
of which I commanded thee, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not 
eat of it: from henceforth curſed [is] the ground for thy 
| ſake, it ſhall no longer produce its fruits ſpontaneouſly as 
before; in ſorrow ſhalt thou eat he produce [of] it all 
18 the days of thy life; Thorns alſo and thiſtles, all man- 
ner of unprofitable hurtful weeds, ſhall it bring forth to 
thee; and thou ſhalt eat the herb of the field, inſtead 
of thoſe generous and delicious fruits of paradiſe which thou 

19 haft hitherto fed upon; In the ſweat of thy face ſhalt 

thou eat bread, wwith conſtant labour and vexation, till 
thou return unto the ground; for out of it waſt thou 

taken: for duſt thou ſart,] and unto duſt ſhalt thou 

20 return. And Adam, /en/ible of the mercy mixed with 

| judgment, and 9 985 that the ſentence was not immediately 
n 5 „ ee, 

1 5 This is true in a literal ſenſe: there is an irreconcileable en- 


other are frequent, But Adam and Eve undoubtedly knew that 

it was an intelligent ſpirit who had ſeduced them, and that this 
ſentence was addreſſed to ſuch a being. God deligned to com- 
fort Adam and Eve, under the dejection and grief in which he 
ſaw them involved, and therefore made them this promiſe. But 
where would be the comfort, if it were only to be taken in a 

literal ſenſe, that Adam's children ſhould ſometimes kill ſerpents, | 

and ſerpents ſhould ſometimes hurt them? This looks like trifling, 
and mult be poor comfort to a creature under the divine diſpleaſure, 
Adam muſt be fallen indeed, fallen below common ſenſe, to take 

comfort in that. Thy ſeed and her ſeed may therefore mean, as 
many think, the righteous and the wicked, or (which ſenſe I 
much prefer) the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great "Meſſiah, the Captain 
of Salvation; He, that eminent Perſon, ſhall bruiſe. thy head, 
deſtroy thy power; and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel; he ſhall receive 
ſome {light hurt in the conteſt; which may refer to the ſufferings 
the Meſſiah endured for our Salvation, = Þ | 


3 AY 
WY 


mity between mankind and ſerpents, and their attacks on each 


18 GENESIS. II. 


executed, called his wife's name Eve, which fignifies, ; js | 
becauſe ſhe was to be the mother of all living. 

21 Unto Adam alſo and to his wife did the Lorp God 
ſhow further favour, and taught them how to make coats 
of the ſkins of the beaſts, and clothed them therewith, cie 

22 And the Lorp God ſaid, in ſomething of an ironical man- da 
ner, to humble him more deeply, Behold, the man is become ic 
as one of us, to know good and evil: and now, leſt he vr 
put forth his hand, and take alſo of the tree of life, fo 
and eat, and live for ever, or entertain the hope of doing 

23 ſo Therefore the LoRD God ſent him forth from the 
garden of Eden, into the wild and uncultivated country we 

| about it, to till the ground from whence he was taken. 1A 
24 But he lingered, and was loth to depart; So he drove out 4 tr 
the man by violence, and Eve reluctantly followed; and 4 g 
he placed at the eaſt of, or, before the garden of Eden 
miniſtering Angels called Cherubims, and a flaming ford | it 
which turned in their hands every way, to keep the 7 I: 
way of the tree of life; that the earthly paradiſe might not 1 It 
be regained, and that man might not erpect immartality on 4x : 
earth = 1 
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REFLECTIONS. 


2 E T us lament the office ind 0 of the hu- 
man family in its firſt head, See what wretched 
work fin made in God's beautiful and orderly creation, 
We ſhould be greatly grieved at this apoſtacy, which was 
ſuch a diſhonour to God, and brought ſuch miſery on 
mankind. We have reaſon to look back upon it with grief | 
and ſhame, that man, tho* made upright, has thus come 

| ſhort of the glory of God, and rebelled againſt him. When 
labouring in the ſweat of our brow, let us think of the evil 
of fin: when the daughters of Eve endure the pains of 
pregnancy and the ſorrows of childbearing, let them learn 
to hate fin. Let all our pains of body and depravity of 
mind lead our thoughts to this origin of evil; and learn 


from the whole ſtory, that Jin is the abominable thing which 
God's righteous ſoul hateth. 


2. Since we have fallen from God, let us return to him: 
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there is no ſecurity or comfort but in this, whatever diffl. 
2X culties or mortifications may attend it. Let us be careful we 
do not cover our tranſgreſſion, like Adam, (ſee Job xxxi. 33.) 
and flee from God; but fly to him as the father of mer- 
ces. To lea rut to fly from him is vain; for there is no 
- RX darkneſs nor ſhadow of death where the workers of iniquity can 
e | hide themſelves. But to return to him in the new and living 
day which he hath appointed, Heb. x. 20. and to confeſs and 
„forſake our fins, is the only way to find mercy. 
3. Let us own the juſtice of the ſentence paſſed on man. 
2 7 We bear the image of Adam in our afflictions and death: 
vue labour like him, and, like him, return to the duſt. 
Adam's fin was great and heinous, and, being the firſt 


t tranſgreſſion, claimed a heavier puniſhment. God did his 
1 2 guilty creatures no wrong, he did but keep his own word. 
1 7 Let us humble ourſelves under theſe mortifying circum- 
ſtances of becoming a prey to fin, to affliction and death, 
e and adore God, who exacts leſs than our iniquities, and che 
: iniquities of our firſt parents deſerved. | 


4. We ſhould adore that mercy which pointed. out the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that God fo graciouſly revived the 
dlrooping hearts of his fallen creatures by this early intima- 
tion of mercy, and provided ſo richly for the comfort of 
ſucceeding generations; that, while feeling the effects of 
ſin, they might look to Chriſt. By faith in this promiſe, 
the holy men of old bore up under their imperfections and 
- diftreſſes, We have particular reaſon to be thankful that 
Chriſt was manifeſted in the fleſh; that as the children 
a whom he came to ſave were partakers of fleſh and blood, he 
alſo partook of the ſame. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus Chriſt! 
This ſecond man is the Lord from heaven, who reſtores 
thoſe bleſſings which our firſt father loſt, and brings greater 
and nobler along with him. Thanks be to God for this 
= unſpeakable gift! 
5. Let us long after the recovery of a bettet ED? TY by 
him. As by man came death, by man came alſo the ee 
= of the dead; when he ſhall be raiſed, not only to another, 
but to a happier life, There is a nobler paradiſe above, 
where the tree of life ever flouriſhes in perpetual verdure 
and beauty ; where there isno ſerpent to deceive, no tempt- 
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him on the croſs. We muſt expect oppoſition from him; 


may bruiſe their heel. But let us reſiſt our great adverſary. 


him; but if we continue ſtedfaſt, we ſhall finally triumph, 
* he i is a vanquiſhed foe. Let us contend like thoſe who 3 
know that they ſhall be more than conquerors thro* him that | 
hath loved us; and do thou, O God of Pratey gruſe Satan 


— > on 


- The former chapter contained an account * man's fall, this ef | 
his increaſe : it gives us the hiſtory of Cain and Abel; of Cain's 
poſterity , of Lamech and his en and of Seth and his 
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er to ſeduce; from whence Satan is for ever baniſhed, 


and where joy and glory {pring, freſh thro immortal ages. 
In the mean time, : 
6. Let us purſue the holy war ipainſt Satan, under the P 
banner of Chriſt, who was manifeſted to deſtroy the works of 
the devil. He overcame him on earth, he triumphed over 


he hath an enmity againſt the ſeed of the woman, and 


He was too hard for innocent man; his cunning is im- 
proved by long experience; and we are leſs able to reſiſt 


unde. our wn arty. Amen. 


CHAP. IV. 


es, 


ND Adam Las Eve his wife ; and he conceiv- 

ed, and bare a ſon, «whom ſhe called Cain, and faid, 

_ with great thankfulneſs and joy, 1 have gotten a man 
from the Logo, as his 77 and the fruit of his bleſſing. 

2 And ſhe again, or afterwards, bare his brother, wwhon: 
ſhe called Abel, which ſignifies, vanity. She probably ex- 

' pefied Cain to have been the Meſſiah, but found him to be 


of a wicked aiſpoſi lion; and being diſappointed, called this | 


ſon, vanity, or diſappointment.” And they were both 


brought up to labour, but of different kinds; Abel was a 
| Keeper of ſheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. 
3 And in proceſs of time, or every year, it came to | 
paſs, that Cain by the divine command brought of the 
fruit of the ground an offering unto the Logp, called « 
4 ſacrifice, Heb, xi. 4. And Abel, he alſo N f 


5 GENE SIS. IV. 1 : ; 


the firſtlings of his flock and of the fat thereof, the 
| fatteſt and the beſt, This he offered with humility and faith, 
and he found his account in it. And the Lord had re- 
ſpe& unto Abel and to his offering; which he mani- 
teſted by ſome wiſible token, (probably by fire from heaven 
5 conſuming the ſacrifice) ſo as that Cain diſcerned it: But 
| unto Cain and to his offering he had not reſpect, for 
want of faith and ſincerity. And Cain was very wroth 
both with God and his brother, and his countenance fell ; 
he laid afide that cheerfulneſs and pleaſanineſs, which ar- 
Lues well-pleaſeaneſs; and betrayed his anger and diſcon- 
56 tent by his ſour, dejected, envious looks, And the Logo 
ſaid unto Cain, to bring him to a ſenſe of his ſin and re- 
pentance for it, Why art thou wroth ? and why is thy 
countenance fallen * I am not puilty of any partiality. 
7 If thou doeſt well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? and if 
thou doeſt not well, he puniſhment of thy fin lieth at the 
door, and like a furious beaſt is ready to ſeize thee. And 
the? Abel is accepted before thee on account of his faith, yet 
he ſhall fill ſhow thee reſpect as his elder brother, and ſub- 
ea unto thee [ſhall be] his deſire, and thou ſhalt rule 
over him. 
„ 8 And Cain talked with Abel his brother concerning : 
: the different regard ſhown to their reſpecbive offerings : and 
it came to paſs, when they were in the field together, 
that Cain in a fit of reſentment roſe up againſt Abel his 
9 brother, and ſlew him. And on His return from the field the 
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And ſ% hardened was he in his fin, that he ſaid, I know 
not: [Am] I my brother's keeper ? didſt thou ever give 
10 me any charge of him? And he ſaid again to Cain in an 
3 manner, What haſt thou done? the voice of thy 
brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground for | 
11 vengeance. And it ſhall be avenged; even now [art] 
thou curſed from the earth, ſentenced to a perpetual = 
 baniſhment from that part of it which hath opened her 
mouth to receive thy brother's blood from thy hand, 
1 CCC into 
rande ken is, 4nd Cain Jpate 8 75 Brother, 


Let us go forth: which words are found in Fs Samaritan Text, 
| dee KENNIcorr's Remarks. 
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Loxp faid unto Cain, Where [is] Abel thy brother? 


"GEES IV- 


12 into a more barren country; When thou tilleſt the ground, 
it ſhall not henceforth yield unto thee her ſtrength 
fo freely as hitherto; a fugitive and a vagabond ſhalt 
thou be in the earth; caſt out from God's preſence, and 
the ſociety of thy kindred and acquaintance, and wanderin 
from one country io another, by reaſon of thy trouble and 
13 perplexity of conſcience. And Cain ſaid unto the Lon, 
My puniſhment [is] greater than J can bear; or, my 
14 iniquity is greater than that it may be forgiven, Behold, 
thou haſt driven me out this day from the face of the 
earth, my native ſoil, where I have arvelt with my parents 
and kindred ; and from thy face ſhail I be hid; I. /hall 


be always hiding myſelf from thee, ſkulking in hales and 
corners, by reaſon of my guilty conſcience ; and I ſhall be a 
_ fugitive and a vagabond in the earth; and it ſhall come 
to paſs, that] every one that findeth me all attempt o 
flay me os the publick enemy of mankind, ond as one devoted 
* 5 by thee to deſtructiun. And the Loxp faid unro him, 
I berefore, 10 prevent this, I ordain, that whoſoever . a 
eth Cain, vengeance ſhall be taken on him ſeven i FG, 
And the Lon ſet a mark upon Cain, left any end ; 
him ſhould kill him; ſome vi/ible token, (either the po. 
or a ghaſtly look, or the like) to make him a living mon. ine. 17 
16 of his wrath againſt murder." And Cain went out from 
the preſence of the Lokb, and dwelt in the land of 
Nod, that is, the land of vagabonds, ( ſo called on Coin $ 
account ) which lies on the eaſt of Eden. 
17 And Cain knew his wife, who accompanied hin wit 
others of his family; and ſhe conceived, and bare Enoch: 
and after many years wandering, and having a numerous 
_ progeny, God permitted him to ſettle, ana he builded a 
city, and called the name of the city, after the name of 
18 his owe Enoch, And unto Enoch was s born Irad: and 


Irad 


t The vols ier now near one r 54 and thirty. years old, 
the inhabitants might be conſiderable. WRHISTOoR computes them 
at upwards of four thouſand, others at a great deal more, 

u A late ingenious author hath given the moſt natural ſenſe of 
theſe words, which he obſerves may be rendered thus, God appointed 
z0 Cain a fin or token, to aſſure him that no one ſhould kill 


him. $0 the word is rendered, Gen, ix. 13. ene 5 Conn, 
Vol, . 8. Enix. 5 
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1 2 2; returns to mention another branch of Adam's family. 


ENESTS: 23 


Trad begat Mehuf ael: and Mehujael begat Methuſael : 
and Methuſael bagrat Lamech. 


ig And Lamech, who was one of wicked Cai 5 poſterity, 


das the firſt who violated the original law of marriage by 
_ polygamy, for he took unto him two wives: the name of 
the one [was] Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 
Cod was pleaſed to tolerate this under the Old Teſtamens; 
_ but Chriſt, in Matthew ix. 8. fully ſhowed the evil of it, 


20 and reſtored marriage to its firſt inſtitution. And Adah bare 


Jabal: he was the father of ſuch as dwell in tents, and 


2 lof ſuch as have] cattle; he firſt inventor of tent making, 
21 and of the art of tending and ordering cattle. 


| brother's name [was] Jubal: he was the father of all 
ſuch as handle the harp and organ, having invented ſome 


22 kind of muſical inſtruments, and taught the uſe of them. And 


Zillah, the other wife of Lamech, ſhe alſo bare Tubal- 
cain, an inſtructor of every artificer in braſs and iron, 
that is, inſtruments for var or for huſbandry : and the ſiſter 


of Tubal-cain [was] Naamah, who, the Jews ſay, found 
23 out the way of carding, ſpinning, and weaving wool, And 
Lamech faid unto his wives Adah and Zillah, who ſeem 


to have been afraid that, ſince weapons were grown ſo 

common, Lamech, who was probably a man of a turbulent 

Ws 2 would be ſlain; in order to calm their fears he ſays, 
Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto 

my ſpeech, and be under no painful apprehenſs ons on my 

5 account: for do you imagine J have ſlain a man to my own 

wounding, and a young man to my own hurt?“ No, 


1 5 24 If Cain zherefore, who murdered his own brother for his 


piety, ſhall be avenged ſeven fold, truly Lamech ſeventy 


and ſeven fold; God will bring ten fold aeftruttion on the 


man that hurts ne. 1 
Moſes, having thus triefly cilia Caim ee; 85 
And 
Adam knew his wife again; and ſhe bare a ſon, and 
called his name Seth, which fHgniſies, appointed or ſubſti- 
tute: F or God, [me ſhe,] hath 0 me another 
C4 py feed - 


= The GE. 1 are rendered: by Biſhop Lowrn, I _ py 4 ": 


ey for having abounded me, and a young man or having br wiſed | 


Sowrn: 5 Prælect. P. 52. 


And his 


ſeed inſtead of Abel, whom Cain flew, and who ſhall be 


26 eſtabliſhed, And to Seth, to him alſo, that is, to Seth him- 
ſelf, there was born a ſon; and he called his name Enos, 


„f the wickedneſs thereof: then began men to call upon 
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A 
«4 
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e root of that holy family in wwhich the church ſhall be 1 


that is, ſorrowful ; to note the ſadneſs of thoſe times by reaſen 


the name of the Lorp, 1 ſeparate themſelves from the 
profane ſociety of the wicked, and to worſhip God in a more 


Cain and his profane poſterity. And here began the diſtinc- 
5 Lion of the ſons of God, and 2255 and daughters of men. 


Z he ſhould be preſented with our firſt and nobleſt 
ſacrifices. He deſerves it, he claims it. But let us re- 
JJJJö;ö˙5*⅛UAlͤ,. 

2. That real piety is neceſſary to our acceptance with 


and pious, and offered it in faith. If we are deſtitute of 
inward and real religion, God will turn away his ear from 


him: to vow, and not perform our vows, is to offer the 
ſacrifice of fools. F any man be a true worſhipper of God, and 
duell his vill, him he heareth always, and him he accepts. 
3. See the danger of indulging malignant paſſions : Cain 

was wroth with God and his brother. He ought to have 
rejoiced that his brother's ſacrifice was accepted, and to 
have grieved that his own was not. But his envy and anger 
preyed upon him, and hurried him on to commit this hor- 
rid murder. Let us guard againſt every fally of paſſion ; aſk 


am I wroth? do I well to be angry ?” Thoſe who are of 
an haſty temper ſhould learn caution by ſuch a melancholy 
ſtory as this. Anger refteth in the boſom of fools only, and 
produces the moſt diſmal effects. Let us not ſuffer the 
leaſt reſentment to harbour in our boſom. We are ſhocked 


- at Cain but remember, every one that hateth his brother is 
f e 


4 | We 


publick, ſolemn, and pure manner, than had been done by 3 


1. 1 T 7 reaſonable that God ſhould have our beſt, that 


him. Abel's ſacrifice was preferred, becauſe he was humble 


our prayer, and even our ſacrifice will be an abomination to | 


ourſelves when it begins to riſe, as God doth Cain,“ Why 


e OO. 2”. "0 IS = Oy + 
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4. Ve are not to judge of good and evil by the preſent 


3 appearance of things. Righteous Abel was ſubje& to wicked 


Cain. Abel was ſlain by his brother; and why flew he him? 


* Becauſe his own works were evil, and his brother's go ang 
This good man's days ſoon came to an end; but this pro- 
vidence was over-ruled to be an early intimation of the im- 


mortality of the ſoul, and the rewards of a future ſtate. 
Wait till the day of retribution, and the ſcene will be chang- 


3 ed; all this regular confuſion in the ways of God's pro- | 


yidence will have a wiſe, a glorious, and a merciful end. 
See here the terror of an evil conſcience; what a 

dreadfal thing a diſtracted mind is! See the fatal effects 

of fin. Cain was full of deſpairing thoughts, but ſhowed 


4 nothing of humility, no hope of mercy. What dreadful. 
22 hardneſs of heart muſt fin have produced, that after having 
2 ſeen God and converſed with him, he ſhould continue im- 


penitent. A wounded ſpirit is a terrible thing. To prevent 
it, let us guard againſt the ways of Cain; and herein let us 


= exerciſe our ſelves, to maintain a conſeience wid 4 Te toward 
Cod and man. 5 
6. How vain are all arts at ſciences, ab the 8 8 
of life, where real religion is wanting! The deſcendants of 


Cain diſcovered ſeveral valuable and noble i inventions but 
ſtill they themſelves were wicked, and walked in his foot- 


3 ſteps. Theſe inventions were of: the Lord, and theſe 
= were their portion. A miſerable portion indeed! Let us 


chooſe our lot among God's ſervants, thoſe who in ſincerity 


call on his name. Let us love his worſhip, make religion 


the one thing needful; then we may hope to enjoy peace, 


of conſcience, free from diſquieting fears and alarms; and 


ſhall at length obtain eternal redemption, through that 
blood 4 hich 1 s eller things than he "nw 


car. 


— 22 


g and daughters; And all the days that Adam lived were 


i And Seth lived an 8 aud five years, = be- 
F gat Enos : And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight 


10 And Enos lived after he INE Cainan eight hundred 


HA b 


1 fe genealegy, e, and death of the patriarcts, frow Ada I 


unto Noah, 
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bs HIS following [is] the book of the generation 1 
of Adam; the hiſtory of Adam's creation, and the ty 


catalogue of his poſterity till the flood, who were the pro- 


genitors of Chriſt. In the day that God created man, in FI 1 
2 the likeneſs of God made he him; Male and female“ 
created he them; and bleſſed them; and called their“ 

name Adam, in the day when they were created. 77. 

repetition is intended to remind us what a glorious creature | 

man was at firſt, and how ſhamefully he was fallen: it |. 


intimates, that Adam, which ſignifies, red earth, was the 


3 proper name of the whole ſpecies. And Adam lived an- 
hundred and thirty years, and, after ſeveral other child. 


ren, he begat [a ſon] in his own likeneſs, after his image; 


not the liceneſs of God, but of Adam; yet he was a pious 2 


ſon, in oppoſition to others who were wicked; a proper re- 

preſentation of his father, and <well ſupplied the place of 

Abel; and, agreeable to his wife's dęſire, he called his name [x 
+ Seth: And the days of Adam after he had begotten Þ 


Seth were eight hundred years: and he begat other ſons 
nine hundred and thirty years: and he died; ſo thai 


the original threatening was literally executed, thot at @ ver) 
_ diſtant period. 


hundred and ſeven years, and begat ſons and daughters 


2 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and Were 


. and he died. i 
And Enos lived ninety years, Pe” begat Cainan: 


and 
x The extraordinary Jongeviry of men in 1 td firſt ages of the 


world, appears not at all incredible, conſidering how requiſite 


this was tor peopling the earth, and how probable it is that the 


human conſtitution was then proportionably . 


PP . 
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11 and fifteen years, and begat ſons and daughters : : And 
all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five years: 
and he died. 
12 And Cainan lived Seine years, and begat Mahala- 
13 leel: And Cainan lived after he begat Mahalaleel 
eight hundred and forty years, and begat ſons and 


14 daughters: And all the days of Cainan were nine 


hundred and ten years: and he died. 


| 15 And Mahalaleel lived ſixty and five years, and begut 
16 Jared: And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared 


eight hundred and thirty years, and begat ſons and 
17 daughters: And all the days of Mahalaleel were eight ? 
hundred ninety and five Son er and he died. 


= 18 And Jared lived an hundred ſixty and two years, 


and he begat Enoch; ho is mentioned with diſtinguiſhed 
| honour in the New T eRament, Jude, v. 14, as the ſeventh 
19 from Adam and a prophet of God: And Jared lived after 
he begat Enoch eight hundred years, and begat fons 


1 20 and daughters: And all the days of Jared were nine 


hundred fixty and two years: and he died. „ 
And Enoch lived ſixty and five years, and begat 


=. 44 "Methufeleh : And Enoch walked with God, in a courſe 
7 e fingular piety, after he begat Methuſelah three hun- 


dred years, and begat à great number of ſons and daugh- | 
ters. This ſhows that the conjugal life in its purity may 


g 22 ſtand with the ſtrifteſt rules of holineſs, And all the days 
1 = "4 of Enoch were three hundred fixty and five years: And 


Enoch walked with God. I is ſaid of all the others, that 


they lived, but of him, that he walked with God; maintain- . 


ing to the laſt an intimate communion with him, and a con- 
cientious obedience to him, and this c fo highly pleaſing Z 


10 God, that he cas tranſlated that he fnould not ſee death, 
(Heb. xi. 5.) and he [was] not found when ſought ; for N 


1 God took him immediately to heaven, both body and eu, 
10 be a imo of the Furure happineſs of both. 5 This was 


probably © 3 


1 This 3 is a el name, Td ſignifies, He dieth, and water. 
is ſent forth, Job v. 10. And ſo it will intimate, "that Enoch 


$] foreſeeing the deluge, gave his ſon this name; by which he proved 
= Himſelf a prophet, as well as a preacher of righteouſneſs: and it 
is remarkable, that this Metkuſelah died the very year in which 1 


32 flood came. FEorr. 
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probably done in a publick manner, on ſome ſolemn occaſion ; 
by which God teſtified his regard to his ſingular piety, and 
comforted the hearts of good and pious men with the hopes of 
Future happineſs, when thoſe great calamities of which he 
prophefied, ſhould come. 


25 And Methuſelah lived an hundred eighty and ſeven 


years, and begat Lamech ; (not that Lamech mentioned 
ch. iv. 23. for he was one of Cain's poſterity, but this was 


26 one of Seth's:) And Methuſelah lived after he begat 


Lamech feven hundred eighty and two years, and begat 


27 ſons and daughters: And all the days of Methuſelah 


were nine hundred ſixty and nine years, he longeſt life 
that ever any man lived: and he died, juſt before the flood. 


28 And Lamech lived an hundred cighty and two years, 
29 and begat a ſon: And he called his name Noah, which 


 fignifies, reſt, or refreſhing ; ſaying, This [ſame] ſhall com- 
fort us concerning our work and toil of our hands, be- 
cauſe of the ground which the Lord hath curſed ; that 
25, he ſhall free us from a great deal of toil, by inventing 
; or improving the art of huſbandry, and ſuch inſtruments as 


: 30 made it more eaſy. And Lamech lived after he begat 


Noah five hundred ninety and five years, and begat 


31 ſons and daughters: And all the days of Lamech were 


- hundred ſeventy and ſeven years: and he died. 
And Noah was five hundred years old: and after that 
” ay Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Japhell. 
vas the eldeſt, ch. x. 12. and Ham the youngeſt, ch. ix. 24. 
but Shem is put firſt, becauſe he was one of Chiriſt's fore. 
fathers, and e. is progeny 16 the Oe” TOO Y > 
this ww RP : 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 * - ET us be bumble. as bearing thei image of the earthy 


Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 49. and mourn that we have loſt 


8 image and likeneſs of God: that we are ſo like fallen 
Adam and his deſcendants in weakneſs and infirmities, in ſin 
and death. It ſhould grieve and ſhame us to think how ſin 
| hath debaſed our nature; and ſhould make us peculiarly 

: l for Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord from — who re- 


ſores 
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ores the image of God in ſome degree here, and will 
9 pare it hereafter in a better world, 
1 We ſee the vanity of human life when ge to 
its tw bounds. Thoſe patriarchs who lived ſo many 
ages, at length died; the ſentence was executed at laſt, | 
@ tho! ſo long delayed; Duſt thou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt 
bs return, What great opportunities had they for improve- 
ment in knowledge and goodneſs, in arts and ſciences! yet 
5 they died, and all their glory was buried i in the duſt; and 
| thoſe of Adam's deſcendants who were wicked, tho' they 
lived many hundred years, were accurſed. Many days | 
will not inſure to us either holineſs or happineſs. 

3. Let us be reconciled to that providence which ſhortens. 
= our continuance here. The days of our years are now three- 
= {core years and ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore 

= years, yet are they labour and ſorrow, What then would they 

be if prolonged to many centuries? It is a bleſſing that life 
is fo ſhort, conſidering how full of trouble and ſorrow, fin 
and corruption, it is. Let us rejoice in the proſpect of an 
eternal world, and live as thoſe who look for that reſt which 
i remaineth for the people of God in heaven, 

4. Let us obſerve and acknowledge the gocdith. of 

: God in tranſlating Enoch, It was a reward for diſtinguiſhed 
piety in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation, 8 
and a ſtrong proof of a future ſtate and world; for none 
could think ſo good a man would periſh : it is a proof of 
the happineſs both of ſoul and body in another ſtate; and 
(as a prophet) if he wrought no miracles, this would be 
proof tufficient of his divine miſſion. This was one of the 
moſt inſtructive circumſtances that could happen to the 
E patriarchal age. Adam, who had ſuch intercourſe with 
= God, was dead; Noah, who was to have thoſe favours _ 
N renewed, was not yet born! ; in the middle age, when men 
were growing corrupt, Enoch was taken to heaven; a cir- _ 
cumſtance that anſwers ſuch noble ends, as were worthy of 
S dd to go out of the common way to accompliſh. 5 
36. Let us learn, like Enoch, to walk with God. This is 
| the very eſſence of religion; it eſtabliſhes a friendly inter- 
courſe between God and his creatures, eſpecially in and 


through Jeſus Chriſt. If we e walk in the light, as he is in 
OR. the 
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3 GENESIS. vi. 
the light, then have we fellowſhip with him. He conver. 


— > — 
. * — 


— 


ed with God in a friendly, grateful, and dutiful manner, 


and God with him. This is the moſt honourable, com- 
fortable, and pleaſant life we can live; and if this be our 
temper and conduct, we ſhall ſhare in Enoch's happineſs; 
and, tho' we ſhall not be taken to heaven in ſo remarkable 
a way, yet his angels ſhall carry us to Abraham's boſom, 
and we ſhall dwell with God, both DOR: and ſoul, for 


| ever. : 


* 


HA P. vi 


| Gives an account of the general corruption of the world, God's 


determination to deftray the earth; 3 and Phe character and 


IEP of Noah. 


ND it came to paſs, when men, the poſterity of 
Cain, began to multiply on the face of the earth, 


that they [were] fair; and they took them wives of all 
which they choſe, without any regard to their religious 
ehoracters.* The ſad conſequence of this was, that religion de- 


clined, and the ſpirit of it was almoſt baniſhed from the earth. 
3 And the Los, beholding this growing degeneracy, ſaid, 


My fpirit ſhali not always ſtrive with man, as it hat/; 
| long done, by good motions, checks of conſcience, good counſel 


and warnings from thoſe few good men that then lived, and 
eſpecially from Noah,* for that he alſo, that is, all man- 
kind, [is] fleſh, corrupt, and wholly carnal: and the he 


1 deſerves a ſpeedy deftruftion, yet his days ſhall be an 
hundred and twenty years; fo much longer ſpace will I 
4 ellow him for trial and repentance, Now There were giants 


in the earth 1 in thoſe 1 men, who in the pride and 


con- 
* Such unequal. matches are every have 1 in ſcrip- 


ture, ch. xxvi. 35. 1 Kings xi. 2, 3. Extra ix. 12. Nell. xiii. 23, &C, 


Mal. ii. 11. 1 Cor. vii. 39. 2 Cor. vi. 14. 
; 2 IX, 30. 1 Dar” ili. 19. 20. 2 Pere. Th 5 | 


and daughters were born unto them, That the ſons o 
| God, the poſterity of Seth, who were members of the church, | 


_ and profeſſers of the true religion, but began to degenerate, 
| ſaw the daughters of men, he female deſcendants of Cain, 


BY] 
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confidence of their bodily Pature, became deſpiſers of God and 
goodneſs, and oppreſſors of men; and allo after that, when 
the ſons of God came in unto the daughters of men, 
and they bare [children] to them, the ſame [became] 
mighty men, like their fathers which [were] of old, men 
of renown, much admired and applauded for their Nature 5 


1 and ſtrength, but tyrannical perſons, who filled the earth 


with violence and rapine, and were apoſtates from true re- 
ligion. And Gop ſaw that the wickedneſs of man [was] 
great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of 
the thoughts of his heart, all the motions and inclinations 


© 6 of his ſoul, [was] only evil continually. And it repent- 


ed the Lord that he had made man on the earth, and 
it grieved him at his heart: he acted as men do when 
they repent, who alter the courſe of their actions; ſo God 
changed the method of his proceedings, and the diſpoſal of 
affairs and events, And the Logo ſaid, I will ſurely 


20S 


deſtroy man whom I have created from the face of the 


earth; both man, and beaſt, and the creeping thing, 5 
and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me dn = 


| = have made them.“ 


$ But Noah, who continued pure amid this rookie gener- 1 
ation, found grace in the eyes of the Lob, /o as to be 


9 eminently diſtinguiſhed by him. Theſe [are] the genera- 


tions of Noah, his poſterity, and the events that befell him 


and them: as to Noah himſelf, he was a juſt man [and] | 


perfect, upright and unblameable, in his generations, 
and] Noah, lie his anceſtor Enoch, walked with God. 


5 o And Noah, as was before obſerved, begat three ſons, 


Shem, Ham, and Japheth; of whom a more particular 
account will afterwards be given, And now the time for 


11 executing the divine threatenings drew near. The earth 


_ alſo was exceedingly corrupt before God, % ming openly and 


= preſumptuouſly, without any fear of him; and the earth 
12 was filled with violence, injuſtice and oppreſſion. And 


God looked upon the earth with pity ; unwilling to pro- 
 ceedto e zill there Was abſolute nec iy; and, behold, 


ot 


* An beten 3 to our capacity, to note God's deteſtation 


1 of lin, and his reſolution to puniſh it, after that man had made 
kimſelf . angeht "wg than, god made him. 
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15 and fwim the eaſier. And this is the faſhion} and ſige 4 
which thou ſhalt make it [of :] The length of the ark 


—— 


17 and third ſſtories] ſhalt thou make it. And, behold, 
I, even I, the maker and ruler of the world, do brin 


— 


place the ark was built: this wood is incorruptible; ſo that the 
remains of the ark might have been ſeen in Joſephus's time, as 


TIT 
— 
— — 
. 


he and others ſay it Was. Bp. Wisent 2 
Some unbelievers have objected, that there was not room in 
fuch a veſſel for all the beaſts and birds, and their proviſions; 


” 
» 
— — — — — — 2 


original ſpecies of beaſts and birds were but few; fiſhes are except- 
ed. It appears to me that this account of the ark confirms the 
truth of ſcripture; for its proportions are well adjuſted ; whereas, 
had it been of human invention, or a jewiſh tale, it would have 
been repreſented, according to our confuſed notion of things at 
First view, abundantly too large; but it was a ſuitable ſize, done 
With truth and judgment, * Inn de 
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it was now univerſally corrupt; for all fleſh had cor. | ; 
rupted his way upon the earth, except Noah and hi; | * 


13 family. And God at length revealed his awful but righteous 4 


Purpoſe, and {aid unto Noah, The end of all fleſh is 
come before me, the time of their deſtruction is at hand; 19 
for the earth is filled with violence through them who 
| inhabit it ; and, behold, I will deſtroy them with he Beaſts ll 
and fruits of the earth, and all things made for man's uſe. | ** 


14 But I will preſerve thee and thy family; therefore Make 


thee an ark of gopher wood, cedar, or rather, cypreſs ; © 
rooms, or apartments of ſeveral ſtories for different pur- 
Poſes, ſhalt thou make in the ark, and ſhalt pitch it | 
within and without with pitch ; with Atumen, a kind of 
liquid pitch common in the eaſt, to make it water proof 


[ſhall be] three hundred cubits, the breadth of it fifty 
cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits; about 
one hundred and fifty yards long, twenty five broad, and 


16 fifteen yards high.“ A window ſhalt thou make to the ark, 


probably the whole length of it, and in a cubit thou ſhalt 
finiſn it above, making the covering to riſe on the top half 
à yard, to throw off the rain; and the door of the ark | 
| ſhalt thou ſet in the ſide thereof; [with] lower, ſecond, [| 


a flood of waters upon the earth, to deftroy all fleſh, 
wherein [is] the breath of life, from under heaven; 
ee (and] 


e Of this great quantities grew about Babylon, near which 


but Bp. WIL EIxS has proved there was; and that a firſt rate 
man of war would be capacious enough for the purpoſe. The 
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| [and] every thing that [is] in the earth ſhall die, bur 
rs what is preſerved in the ark. But with thee, my faithful 
ſervant, will 1 eſtabliſh my covenant for thy preſerva- 
lion; and thou ſhalt come into the ark, thou and thy 
19 ſons, and thy wife, and thy ſons? wives with thee. And 
of every living thing of all fleſh, two of every [ſort] at 
eaſt, ſhalt thou bring into the ark, to keep [them] alive 
20 with thee; they ſhall be male and female. Of fowls 
after their kind, and of cattle after their kind, of every 
creeping thing of the earth after his kind; and I will 
order it ſo, that two of every [ſort] ſhall, by a kind of in- 
21 fling, come unto thee, to keep [them] alive. And 
take thou unto thee of all food that is eaten, and thou 
_ ſhalt gather [it] to thee in ſufficient quantities; and it 
22 ſhall be for food for thee, and for them. Thus did 
Noah, who exerciſed faith in the divine threatenings; ac- 
cording to all that God commanded him, ſo did he, 
notwithſtanding the ſcoffs of a wicked and unbelieving 


world. 


1. OE E the fatal conſequence of unequal marriages, 
| 8 - which brought theſe dreadful corruptions into the 
& world. One would have thought theſe ſons of God, theſe 
| deſcendants of pious anceſtors, ſhould have minded ſome- 
8 thing more than beauty in the face; that they would have 
been ſolicitous about grace in the heart; but it was not ſo. 
f his is one great cauſe why corruption ſo much prevails | 
in the world at this day; and there is, perhaps, no inftance 
in which good men and women have ſhown their weakneſs 
and imprudence more, than in chooſing thoſe for com- 
panions in life who are only fair or rich, while they have 
overlooked the ornaments of wiſdom and grace; nothing 
by which parents have more diſcovered their love of the 
world, and little regard for the true welfare of their children, 
than in contriving and encouraging ſuch matches only, as 


& we DS 


are founded on external endowments. The leſſon from 
the whole is, be not unequally yoked ; chooſe ſuch as fear 
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God; and form alliances with none but the ſons and daugh- 
ters of the Lord Almighty. _ $6 __ 


2. Let us admire the patience of God, which bore ſo 


long with a wicked world, namely, one hundred and twenty 
years. He had given them warning before, by Enoch and 


others'; yet he renews it, and retracts the ſentence ſo many 


years, How unwilling was he to execute vengeance! He 
| bore long, gave them ſpace to repent, and ſent Noah to 
preach to them and warn them of their ruin. The build- 

ing of the ark was a continued ſermon z yet they remained 

incorrigible. 5 3% ͤ;;᷑ mæ EX a 


3. See what a dreadful thing it is to grieve the ſpirit 


of God, which will not always ſtrive with men; there is a 
limited time; if its motions are checked and its kind in- 
flluences deſpiſed, it will withdraw; and, if it withdraws, 
then men are ſealed up under wrath and a curſe. Therefore 
quench not the ſpirit; attend to its ſacred motions, ſeek its 
influences, follow its leadings, that you may be the child- 
ren of God, and /ealed by it, not to wrath, but to the day of 
JJ e otros 
4. Let us be humbled under the preſent degeneracy of 
human nature, and grieved to think that this character ſo 
well ſuits us, and that our imaginations are ſo often evil. 
Perhaps there never was a time when it might more juſtly 

be faid of the chriſtian world, that it was corrupt before God, 
and filled with violence. Let us be humbled that there is 
ſuch pride, Juſt, and carnality in the minds of men, and 
guard againſt thoſe paſſions in our Mn. 
5. Let us thankfully acknowledge God's grace and 
mercy in ſaving a remnant from intended deſtruction: 
that he did not deſtroy every inhabitant of the earth, and 

| blot it out from among the works of his hands. This is 
a mercy we ſhould be thankful for, and eſpecially that in 
the new world where /in abounded, grace did much more 
abound. . Once more, . ET DE I OP and Mens 


6. God's fingular fayour to Noah is a ſtrong argument 


in favour of fingular piety in a degenerate day. His 
building the ark was an inſtance of his piety, and a proof 
of the fincerity of his faith; thus he became heir of the 

righteouſneſs which is by faith, He had truth on his fide, 


tho 
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# tho? numbers were on the other ſide. He not only was 


good, but did good. He did not confine his truth and 


: goodneſs to himſelf, . but ſhowed it to others. It is the | 
| fign of a great ſoul, for a man to retain his integrity in 
the midſt of publick corruption. Thus did Noah. Let 
us do likewiſe; not follow multitudes to do evil, but 
diſtinguiſh ourſelves by piety and goodneſs; and God will 
| remarkably diſtinguiſh us by his favour here and hereafter. 
In a word, let us be blameleſs and harmleſs, the ſons of Go 
without rebuke, in the me of a crooked and 1 N gene. 
ration. 19 


CHAP. ve 


; Noah enters the ark. 7 he beginning, gs, and continu- 5 


ance of the flood. 


A N D the I ous faid unto. Noah: "Gomes thou, g 


that is, be ready to come at the end of ſeven days, 
and all thy houſe, thy wife, and thy three ſons, and tlieir 


. doives, into the ark; for thee have I ſeen righteous : 
before me, and Pudious to approve thyſelf in my fight, in 
2 this generation. Of every clean beaſt, ſuch as I have 


appointed for ſacrifice and food, thou ſhalt take to thee by 
ſevens, the male and his female; ſeven couples of a fort, 
that ſome may be for food and ſacrifice, others for breed: 
and of beaſts that [are] not clean by two, the male and 
3 his female. Of clean fowls alſo of the air by ſevens, 
the male and the female; to keep ſeed alive upon the 


| 4 face of all the earth. For yet ſeven days from this 


lime, and I will cauſe it to rain upon the earth in- 
ceſſantly forty days and forty nights, and every living 
_ ſubſtance that 1 have made will I deſtroy from off the 


YH 5 face of the earth, except what is in the ark, And Noah 


did according unto all that the LORD commanded him. 


6 Such des his faith and obedience. And Noah [was] fix 


hundred years old when the flood of waters was _ 
he earth- 

R 7 And Noah went in, and his three ſons, 108 ks wife, 
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and his ſons' wives with him, into the ark, becauſe of 3 
the waters of the flood, which they believed was juſt at 
17 

by a kind of inſtinct, Noah received and placed in their pro. 
8 per apartments : Of clean beaſts, and of beaſts that [are] Þ 


hand to deluge the earth. The creatures alſo which cam 


not clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creep. 
9 eth upon the earth, There went in two and two unto 
Noah into the ark, the male and the female, as God 

had commanded Noah to receive them. 


10 And it came to pals after ſeven days, or on the feventh 


; day, that the waters of the flood were upon the earth, 


began to deſcend in ſuch torrents, as plainly indicated the truth 
11 of the divine threatenings. In the fix hundredth year of x 


Noah's life, in the ſecond month of their years, the ſeven- 
teenth day of the month, the ſame day, iat very day, /6 
worthy to be remembered, were all the fountains of the 


great deep broken up, the waters that were ſunk into the 


earth, and kept in florehouſes there, ( Pſalm xxxiii. 7. 
 guſhed out in mighty torrents, and the windows of heaven 
were opened, from whence the rain deſcended, not in drops, 


12 but in immenſe catarafts, And the rain was in coming 
13 down upon the earth forty days and forty nights. In 


the ſelf ſame day hat the flood began entered Noah, and 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth, the ſons of Noah, 
and Noah's wife, and the three wives of his ſons with 


14 them, into the ark; They, and every beaſt after his 


kind, and all the cattle after their kind, and every 


cCreeping thing that creepeth upon the earth after his 
kind, and every fowl after his kind, every bird of 
15 every ſort. And they went in unto Noah into the 


ark, two and two of all fleſh, wherein [is] the breath 


16 of life. And they that went in, went in male and 


female of all fleſh, as God had commanded him 10 
receive them: and the Logp ſhut him in, direfing him 


© Thus hills might burſt, the rocks be rent, the earth be raiſed 
to higher mountains than before, ſhells and light bodies might 


be thrown to the tops of hills, where they continue to this day: 


and others might ſink into the ground, where they are ſtill diſ- 
covered very deep in all parts of the e arth, CR ID: aa Er 


13 


19 


2c 
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when and how to ſput the door of the ark, Vat no one 
elſe might intrude. 

17 And the flood was forty days without ntermif on in 


coming upon the earth; aol the waters every day in- 
creaſed, and bare up the ark, and 1t was lift above 


18 the earth. And now all hope of eſcape from the ceaſe. 


ing of the rain was given up, for the waters prevailed, 
and were increaſed greatly upon the earth; and the ark 


19 went upon the face of the waters. And the waters 


prevailed exceedingly upon the earth; and aroſe ſo 
high that they not only covered the plain, but all the high 
hills, hat is, the higheſt in thoſe days, that [were] under 
the whole heaven, were covered; ſo that in vain was ſal- 


20 vation looked for from the hills and monntains; for Fifteen 


_ cubits upward, that is, ſeven yards and an half, did the 
waters prevail over the higheſt lands, and the higheſt 
mountains were covered; /o that the deftruftion of all vut 

"gy who were in the ark was inevitable. 


: 21 And all fleſh died that moved upon the earth, both 


of fowl and of cattle, and of beaſt, and of every 
5 creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every 


; 22 man, woman, and child: All in whoſe 90 [was] 


the breath of life, of all that [was] in the dry land,] | 
died ; but fiſh, and every thing that could live in the water, 


; 23 are Plainh excepted, And every living ſubſtance was de- 


ſtroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both 
man, and cattle, and the creeping things, and the 
fowl of the heaven; and they were deftroyed from the 


earth : and Noah only remained [ave] and ny that e 


[were] with him in the ark. 


24 And the waters prevailed upon the ibn in their 
full frrength an hundred and fifty days. 1 


REFLECTIONS. 


0 W happy are they who are ciahtoous before 2 
| God! This was Noah's character; and his de- 


| liverance is an emblem of the great ſalvation of all good 


men; they ſhall be ſaved from the wrath to come, Let us 
follow after rightrouivelsr like Zacharias and Elizabeth, 
3 „„ WAS: 


who were righteous before God, walking in all the ſtatuss 


and ordinances of the Lord, blameleſs. Let us not parte 
of the ſins of a wicked generation, left we alſo partake i 


their plagues; but ſet the Lord always before us, 2p- 


prove ourſelves in his ſight, and, whatever others do, ſerve 


the Lord: then will he hide us in his ſecret places, and 


ſurely in the floods of great waters they ſhall not come 


and deſtroy the creatures he had made! What a fearful 


is that abominable thing which his ſoul hateth, and which 
he will ſeverely puniſh. This ſtory ſhould be a warning 


which wicked men have trodden ? which were cut down out of 
tine, whoſe foundation was overflown with a flood, Let us 


his creatures, animate and inanimate ! over the beaſts, 
to make them tame and gentle; over all the elements; 
he layeth up the deep waters in his ſtorehouſes, he ſetteth 
bars that they ſhall not cover the earth; he taketh off 


7 miſſion, and chaſtiſe an incorrigible world. He ſendeth 
rain in its ſeaſon, or can withhold the bottles of heaven. 


ſtand before him when he is angry! og pe 
446᷑. Obſerve how exactly God fulfils his threatenings, as 
well as his promiſes. He had long foretold this judgment 
by the preachers of righteouſneſs in the old world, but the 


Noah was building this ark, they came and aſked him 
What he was about. When he told them, they laughed at 


| him, and aſked him, if he would fail on dry ground ? and 
thought much piety had made him mad. What contempt 


2. How hateful is fin, which provoked God to blot out 


thing 1s it to fall into the hands of the living God ! Sin 


to a careleſs world, Let us attend to that important 
queſtion in Job xxl. 15, 16. Haſt thou marked the old way 


hear and fear, and do no more wicked ix. 
3. How unchntroulable is the divine power over all 


thoſe bars when he pleaſeth, and cauſeth the waters below 
and above to unite their force to execute his divine com- 


Who would not adore and fear this awful God? Who can 


ungodly thought it would never come. Probably when 


muſt have been poured upon Noah, when they ſaw him 


hut himſelf up in his ark, with fo many beaſts and birds. 
Ti If there were any poets in thoſe days, they were probably 


ſatirical 
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ſatirical and witty upon the enthuſiaſtical old man; per- 


haps they made ballads of him, and he became the ſong 
of the drunkard. Mark the end. The flood came, as God 
had ſaid. Juſt and true are all his declarations. Men may 
ſneer and deſpiſe, but the Lord is à God of truth and judg- 
nent; and bleſſed are all they that wait for him, and hope in 
oO 3, ß gl 

5. How unable ſhall ſinners be at the great day to 


eſcape divine judgment! So ſudden and unexpected ſhall 


that day come, as Luke ſays, ch. xvii. 26, As it was in the 
days of Noah, ſo ſhall it be at the coming of the ſou of man. 
How awful was the judgment in the days of Noah — to be 


ſurprized by death in fo carnal and ſecure a ſtate ; —1n the 
midft of peace and ſafety, perhaps of mirth and riot. —Alas ! 
What became of their ſumptuous buildings, of the tyrants 


of the earth, of their giants and oppreſſors 


— — — — - — the floating veſſel ſwum 
— — — — — — — all dwellings ele 
Flood overwheim'd, and hem with all their pomp 

Deep under water roll'd. ß Sore 


MiLToxN 


No doubt they tried all means to eſcape ; in vain they fled 


to trees and mountains; perhaps clung about the ark, and 
believed what Noah had ſpoken ; but too late, Thouſands | 

might be waiting round the ark, and crying for admittance 
before it was borne upon the waters, but in vain; God had 


ſhut the door, and man could not open it again. They law - 


that ark with envy, which before they ridiculed and ſcorned. 


Mien God judges he will overcome. Noah is fate in his 
= veſle] amidit the guſhing torrents, the roar of beaſts, and 


the ſhrieks and cries of his drowning neighbours. So ſhall 


the coming of the Son of man be ſudden and unexpected. 
Sinners ſhall have no way of eſcaping ; none but thoſe 
who are in Chriſt, of whoſe falvation the ark was a type, 
ſhall be ſafe; all the reſt ſhall periſh, The Saviour, the 


Ark, whom they deſpiſed, will not take them in. Be 
ſober, leſt that day come upon you unawares. Seeing we | 
look for ſuch things as theſe, what manner of perſons ought we 


10 be in all holy converſation and godlineſs, 
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the fun would contribute much to dry the ground. 
6 And it came to paſs at the end of forty days after 


CHAP. VIII. 


is chapter preſents a new ſcene : the former Was dark, and 
judgment was over the earth; but in the midſt of judgment 
Cod remembers mercy. The waters aſfwage. Noah comes 
out of the Ark; offers an acceptable ſacrifice ; 5 and 6 a 828 
5 to drown the world no more. 


ND God kindly remembered Noah, 14 every 

living thing, got all the cattle that ſwas] with 

him in the ark: and as ſoon as the end was anſwered for 
which the flood was ſent, God made a ſharp drying wind, 
which he brought out of his treaſures, to paſs over the 
2 earth, and the waters were aſſwaged; The fountains 
alſo of the deep and the windows of heaven were ſtop- 
3 ped, and the rain from heaven was reſtrained; And 
the waters returned from off the earth continually; 
gradually gathering into ſeas, or ſinking into the bowels of 


the earth: and after the end of the hundred and fifty 
days in which they continued in their flrength, the ery = 
mn Were abated, or began to abale. — 

4 And the ark reſted in the ſeventh math. on the 


ſeventeenth day of the month, upon one of the moun- 
5 tains of Ararat.“ And the waters decreaſed continually 
until the tenth month: in the tenth [month, ] on the 
firſt [day] of the month, were the tops of the moun- 

tains ſeen; about the beginning of May, when the heat 9 


tie tops of the mountains were firſt ſeen, that is, about th? 
end of our Fuly, that Noah opened the window of the 
7 ark which he had made: And he ſent forth a raven, 
wWuhich went forth to and fro about the ark, until the 
8 waters were dried up from off the earth. Alſo ſever 


days after, the air probably being till foggy, and Noah 


incapable of making obſervations, he ſent forth a dove 
from him, to ſee if the waters were abated from the 


1 face or the ground z But the dove found no reſt for 
COS the 
| A long chain of mountains --like the Alps. The Syriac ren- 


ders it Armenia, lo does the Vulgate, 


10 
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the ſole of her foot, the ground being ſtill muddy, and ſhe 


returned unto him in the ark, for the waters [were 
on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth his 
hand, and took her, and pulled her in unto him into 
10 the ark. And he ſtayed yet other ſeven days; and 
again he ſent forth the dove out of the ark, probably 
on the evening of the ſabbath, after ſome peculiar ſolem 
11 nities of devotion, in order to ſtrengthen his faith; And 
the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her 
mouth [was] an olive leaf plucked off: ſo Noah knew 
that the waters were greatly abated from off the earth, 
12 tho not quite gone. And he ſtayed yet other ſeven 
days, that is, till the next abbath; and ſent forth the 
dove; which returned not again unto him any more, 
finding reſt and food ſufficient. 
13 And it came to paſs in the fix hundredth and firſt | 
= year of Noa/'s li ife, in the firſt [month,] the firſt [day] 
of the month, the waters were entirely dried up from 
off the earth: and Noah removed part of the covering 


= ground was dry, free from waters, yet ſoft and muday. 
by 14 And in the ſecond month, on the ſeven and twentieth 
£ day of the month, was the earth dried, grown hard and 
It for uſe; ſo that it was a complete ſolar year, or three 
- hunared and ſeventy.froe days, from the beginning of the 
= flood to the drying up of the waters. See ch. vii. 1, , 
= 15 16 And God ſpake unto Noah, ſaying, Go forth 
= of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy ſons, and 
17 thy ſons' wives with thee, Bring forth with thee 
every living thing that [is] with thee, of all fleſh, 

[both] of fowl, and of cattle, and of every creeping 

_ thing that creepeth upon the earth; that they may 
breed abundantly in the earth, and be fruitful, and 
18 multiply upon the earth. And Noah went forth, and 

his ſons, and his wife, and his ſons' wives with him: 
19 Every beaſt, every creeping thing, and every fowl, 
ſand] whatſoever creepeth upon the earth, after their 
= Bog went forth out of the ark. 

. And Noah, full of gratitude, builded an altar unto 
1 the 

= An intimation of their early meaſuring time by weeks, 5 


of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the . 
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22 For While the earth remaineth, ſeed time and harveſt, 


> 1 E. T us adore the mercy of God to Noah and his 


cover the ark, and took care that it ſhould be ſettled 
upon a mountain, while the valleys were like a quagmire, 


finement muſt have been very diſagreeable. It gives us 
an amiable idea of the goodneſs of God to other crea- 
tures, as well as to man, O Lord, thou preſerveſt man 


confined and uneaſy circumſtances. In trouble the heart 
is ready to fret againſt him; but it is good to hope and 
quietly wait for God's ſalvation : ſo Noah waited for God's 
command; he would not venture to come out of him- 
ſelf. Let us learn in all our ways to acknowledge him 
and he will direct our paths; to eye his providence and fol- 
low his leadings, then we ſhall be ſafe and happy. He that 
believeth ſhall not make haſte, but wait God's time. Had 
Noah gone out ſooner, the earth would have been damp, 
provifions would have been wanting for the beaſts, and 


42 GENESIS, VIII. 
the Loxp, before he built @ houſe for himſelf ; and took 
of every clean beaſt, and of every clean fowl, and offer. 
ed burnt offerings on the altar, as an acknowledgment fo; 
21 his remarkable preſervation, And the Lorp ſmelled x 
ſweet favour; this was pleaſant and acceptable to him, 
and the Loxp faid in his heart, reſolved in himſelf, and 
made known his purpoſes to Noah, ſaying, I will not 
again curſe the ground any more for man's ſake wiz 
uchi a deluge; for, or rather, though the imagination of 
man's heart [is] evil from his youth; neither will! 
again ſmite any more every living thing, as I have done. 


and cold and heat, and ſummer and winter, and day 


and night ſhall not ceaſe. God here obliges himſelf not t. 


overthrow the general courſe of nature all the world over 

any more, tho particular places may ſuffer , and, bleſſed be 

Cod, his promiſe hath never failed, = OPS os 
NR E F LE C *T-F-O N-5:- 


Ry - poſterity. He kindly remembered him, watched 


He alſo remembered the beaſts, to whom ſuch a con- 


Ea 8 
2, Let us wait God's time for coming out of the moſt 


all 


all might have Sen e together: ; there. is nothing like 5 


3 having a commiſſion from God. 

3. Let us learn to pay cheerful ſacrifices to God for al 
7 his mercies, eſpecially for fignal deliverances. Thus Noah 
did, and it was pleaſing and acceptable to God. When he 
brings our ſouls out of priſon, let us praiſe his name, If 
God hath preſerved us in deep waters, when the waves 
and billows were ready to go over us, let us bleſs him: 
or this ſhall every one that is godly pray unto thee, Of the 
= few creatures that Noah had left, he is willing to ſacri- 
ice ſome. Let us not grudge our tribute of praiſe to God, 
who in fix and ſeven troubles hath delivered us. The of. 
ferings of a devout and grateful heart are {till acceptable 
to him; and if they are preſented in the name of Chrift, 
they will be a facrifice of a ſweet ſmelling favour. _ 

4. We ſhould thankfully acknowledge the divine pa- 
tience in bearing with the provocations of men, and con- 
tinuing his mercy to the earth. Let us be thankful that he 
does not turn & fruitful world into barrenneſs for the wickedneſs 
of thoſe that dwell therein — but giveth rain from heaven, 
and ihe appointed weeks of harveſt. He crowneth every 
day with loving kindneſs and tender mercy ; he crowneth _ 
the year with goodneſs, and the whole earth is full of it. 
= He hath fulfilled his promiſe to this day; ſeed time and 
& harveſt, cold and heat, ſummer and winter, day and night, 
= have not ceaſed. And this ſhould alſo confirm our faith in 
the fulfilment of thoſe promiſes which are yet to come, of 
ſpiritual and eternal ee So God himſelf teacheth us 
to conclude in Ja. liv. 9, For this is as the waters o 
Noah unto me: for as 1 Wa fevorn that the waters of Naak 
= /rould no more go over the earth; ſo have I ſworn that I would 
not be wroth with thee nor rebuke thee. For the mountains 
= ball depart, and the hills be removed; but my kindneſs [hall not 


 Temaved, 2225 the Lord, that hath mercy on thee, 5 


cn 2 


deport from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be . 
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In the two preceding chapters we had an account of the world 
'* being drowned, and reſtored to its original Rate of one famils. 
In . we have God's covenant with them, and the ſeal of it, 


ND God bleſſed Noah and his ſons, on their 
coming out of the ark, and ſaid unto them, as he 

ad ſaid to Adam and Eve, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 

2 repleniſh the earth. And he renewed to him the dominion 
Dork ary given to Adam, ſaying, the fear of you and the 


| dread of you ſhall be upon every beaſt of the earth, 


and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth 
ſupon] the earth, and upon all the fiſhes of the ſea; into 
your hand are they delivered, and for your uſe are they 


3 intended. Therefore Every moving thing that liveth, 


_ avhich is fit for food, ſhall be meat for you; even as 
freely as the green herb have I given you all things ; 
4 therefore it is lawful to kill and eat, But fleſh with the 
life thereof, [which is] the blood thereof, that is, raw 


5 Blood and raw fleſh, ſhall ye not eat. And ſurely your 


blood of your lives will I require, that is, take venge- 
ande for the ſhedding of it ; at the hand of every beaſt 
will J require it, the beaſt that kills a man ſhall be ſain, 
and ar the hand of man ; at the hand of every man's 
6 brother will I require the life of man. Whoſo wil- 
Fully and unjuſtly ſheddeth man's blood, by man, by the 


_ magiſtrate, ſhall his blood be ſhed : for in the image 


1 God made he man, and therefore ſuch an injury 
t man is a high affront to God, whoſe image he bears. 


7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply ; bring forth. 


! abundantly i in the earth, and multiply therein. 


8 And God ſpake unto Noah, and to his ſons with him, 
9 And i, behold, I, the almighty and unchangeable 
en, eſtabliſh My; covenant. with You. and with 


your 


| d This is a ok precept, eaten PIR theis health * pre · | 


ſervation, to prevent unneceſſary cruelty in the uſe of the crea- 
tures, and becauſe blood was to be offered as a ranſom for man's 

5 we and inſtead thereof, which he had forfeited to God's juſtice; 
An 


| to make them more fearful of mhedding man 8 hiood, as the 
next words ſhow, | | 
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10 your ſeed after you, to the lateſt poſterity ; And with 
every living creature that [is] with you, of the fowl, of 
the cattle, and of every beaſt of the earth with you; 
from all that go out of the ark, and to every beaſt of 
11 the earth which ſhall hereafter inhabit it. And I will 
* eftabliſh my covenant with you, is my decree ſhall never 
be revofed; neither ſhall all fleſh be cut off any more by 
) the waters of a flood; neither ſhall there any more be 


poſterity the fulleſt ſatisfaction, God ſaid, This [is] the 
token, the ſenſible ſign or ſeal, of the covenant which 
make betwen me and you and every living creature 
; that [is] with you, for perpetual generations: I do ſet 
my bow in the cloud, I now appoint it for this end, and 
-- 2 ſhall be for a token of a covenant between me and the 
4 earth. And it ſhall come to paſs, when I bring a cloud 
over the earth, that the bow ſhall be ſeen in the cloud: 
is And, 70 ſpeak after the manner of men, I will remember 
my covenant, which [is] between me and you and every 
Y living creature of all fleſh; and the waters ſhall no 
16 more become a flood to deftroy all fleſh, And the 
bow ſhall be in the cloud; and 1 will look upon it, 


= that x” may remember the everlaſting covenant between 
0 | - God 


1 This hows: that. creatures are e capable of N parties in a 
covenant and receiving benefit trom it, who are not capable of i 
underſtanding any thing about it. 7 
* There was a peculiar propriety in appointing the rainbow to "i 
be the token, as it appeared at a time when their fears would be 
naturally moſt apt to riſe. The Greeks call it dane es, to intimate 
its being a wonderful work of God. As the rainbow is a na- 
tural appearance, occaſioned by the refraction of the ſun's light 
in drops of falling rain, moſt interpreters ſuppoſed that it ap- 
| peared before the flood, and was now only appointed as a voluntary 1 5 
fügn. But others, thinking this would not have been ſatisfactory 
to Noah, are of opinion, that there was no rainbow before the 
deluge, and. that either there were no clouds, or they had not 
that quality which is requiſite to produce this appearance, In 
this particular thoſe two different theoriſts, WaisTon and Bug- 
NET, are fully agreed. Hougk ſeems to have had a notion that 
the rainbow was at firſt ſet in the clougs to be a ago © to men. 
| lliad X1, . 28, | FLA 25 


Jove's e how, of Shins "calattinl ma 
Flac'd as a ſign to man amid the ſkies. 


12 a flood to deſtroy the earth. And, 10 give Noah and his 
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raiſed from Noah and his three ſons; fo that ſuch multi- 
' tudes of inhabitants have ſpread over the whole earth, 


ation paſleth away another cometh z this calls for thankful. 
neſs and praiſe. 


on the beaſts. It is a great happineſs that they have not 
| the uſe of reaſon, thereby to confederate together and 


goodneſs, that lions, tygers, and other furious beaſts, are 
generally found in deſerts where men cannot inhabit. God 
in his righteous judgment ſometimes makes them the 
: ſcourge of nations. Thus he ſent lions among the Afly- 
rians. It is his bridle in their jaws that keeps them from 
making havock of men. Let us admire his goodneſs, and 
be thankful, as Job expreſſes 1 it, that we are at league with 
the ſtones of the feld, and that the beaſts * the Held a are at 
Peace with us, Again, 


; hath made for the ſuſtenance and refrethment of men: that 
he hath not only given us herbs, but allows us to kill and 
feed on his creatures: that the fleſh of different animals 
hath ſuch different taſte and flavour; that there is ſuch an 
agreeable variety, and that in general it is ſo wholeſome a 
diet. Every creature of God is good; let us receive them 
with thankſgiving: z and whether we fat,. or arink, or what- 


= God wid every living creature of all fleſh that [is] up. 
17 on the earth. And God again ſaid unto Noah, This 
lis] the token of the covenant, which I have eſtabliſhed 
between me and all fleſh that [is] upon the earth. Thi; 
75 often repeated, to ſtrengthen the faith of all men, and 
eſpecially of Noah and his ſons, whom the remembrance of 
that dreadful deluge had a tao e ve * the Hike 
again. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E us be thankful for the divine bletfing, by 
which the world is peopled, and ſo many millions 


That this bleſſing of God ſtill continues, and as one gener- 
2. Let us bleſs God for impreting this fear of man up- 5 


purſue their common intereſt. It is an inſtance of divine 


3. Let us acknowledge the „ proviſion which. God 


eve 
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5 ever wwe do, let us do all to the glory of God in the nan of 


P 

is Wy 7: ſus Chr 1ſt. 

44. Let us acknowledge the divine goodneſs 3 in his tender 

;; | regard for the life of man: that we are not, as the fiſh of 

the ſea, or the fowls of the air, left to devour one ano- 

ther. We are under the protection of good laws, and 

ke | ſpend our days ſecure from violence. If God hath ſuch re- 

I gard for the life of man in general, how. much more for the 
4  fives of good men! Precious in the fight of the Lord is the 
death of his ſaints; and they ſhall be ſeverely puniſhed who 
Z ſhed innocent blood. God will certainly make inquiſition 

bor the blood of his faints, and will uy avenge it, not 

ns only ſeven times, but ſeventy times ſeven, Here it is de- 

i- clared, v. 6. whoſo ſheddeth man's Hhol, by man ſhall his 


h. Blood be ſhed; and the goſpel adds, that mo murderer hath 
þ eternal life—he ſhall periſh for ever. Let us then be 
11- tender of the lives of our fellow creatures, and do what 
1 | we can to make them eaſy and comfortable ; for he that 


bel, his brother 1s a murderer.. 
ot 5. Let us be thankful for the covenant ah with man 
nd | v. 9. It is a remarkable expreſſion, I, behold, I; this 
ne | ſpeaks his condeſcenſion and goodneſs; I, the . and 
we infinite Jehovah, eſtabliſh my covenant with you and with your 
od R after you. Let us be. thankful that he will not drown 
he the world again; but more eſpecially ſo for the new and 
yy. | better covenant which is eſtabliſhed in Chriſt Telus,” who 
Mo : came to ſave the world. This covenant is called everlaſt. 
nd Ba that is, it ſhall continue as long as the world endures. 
ith WM But the new covenant is everlaſting in a nobler ſenſe, as it 
at | extends thro? eternity. And to confirm God's fidelity, he 
5 l IS repreſented both in Ezekiel and the Revelation as ſeat- 
od ed on a throne, and a rainbow round about it. When- 
nat 


ever we ſee this glorious appearance in the heavens, let 
: us remember the everlaſting covenant, vol ordered in all 


als things and ſure; and rejoice that lie 7s faithful who hath 55 5 


an Nene, and will alſo ao t. 
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CHAP. IX. 18, 40 the end. 


We have here the fin and ſhame of Noah; the wickedneſs of on 
, his ſons; the dutiful reſpect of the other 40 and 2 . 
1 prediftions of his concerning them. 4 
ND the ſons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, 
were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth : and Ham - 
[is] the father of Canaan; from whom the Canaanites de- I 
ſcended; that accurſed race, whoſe land God gave to Ifrael. 
19 Theſe [are] the three ſons of Noah: and of them was 
the whole earth overſpread and peopled anew. 3 
| 20 And Noah, as ſoon as he was ſettled in the earth, be. + | 
gan ſto be] an huſbandman, and he planted a vine- Þ? 
21 yard: And, ſome years after, he drank too freely of the 
ine which he had made, and, perhaps not knowing it; 
 frength, and before he was aware, was drunken, or in 
ame degree intoxicated, (compare John ii. 10.) and while h: R 
22 lay aſteep he was uncovered within his tent. And Ham, 
| the father of Canaan, being told it by Canaan, (who proba. 
bly firſt ſaw it, and therefore i is only mentioned in the curſe,) 
ſaw the nakedneſs of his father, and told his two bre- 
23 thren without, in deriſion and contempt of lus father. And 
Shem and Tapheth, inſtead of joining with him in their 
indecent ſport, took a garment, and laid [it] upon both 
their ſhoulders, and went backward, and covered the 
nakedneſs of their father; and their faces [were] back- 
24 ward, and they ſaw not their father's nakedneſs. And Þ 
; Noah awoke from his wine, and perceiving the covering 
ie had upon him, and enquiring the cauſe, he ſoon knew wha: 7. 
25 his younger fon had done unto him. And he by divine 
inſpuration ſaid, Curſed [be] Canaan, in his perſon and 
_ poſterity, a rem of ſervants, a moſt abjeft flave, ſhail 
he be unto his brethren. And from bin the curſe both 
aſcended io his father Ham, and deſcended to his paſterit 
the Canaanites. But upon his other two ſons, who diſcovered 
fomuch filial duty, he pronounced a moſt important benediction; 
26 And he ſaid, Bleſſed ſ be] the LoRDG God of Shem <2) 
of his ſpecial favour haih enabled him to a ſuch a worth) 
Par t, and hath 1 10 Vim into a Peculiar relation to himfel} 
| and 
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cir whatever might prove the occaſion of fin and folly. 
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1. 127 and Cann ſhall be his ſervant. God ſhall all enlarge | 
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2 £ Noah, 2nd we know not that he ever repeated this crime; 


re- x 
\nd BY chriſtians walk circumſpectly, and carefully guard againſt WE 
The: 


BY apoſtle not only delivered that prohibition, Be not drunk 
the by with wine wherein there is exceſs, but adds, Abſtain from the 
appearance of evil. 


na BY well as in other things, it is good to keep out of the way 5 


ing 
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49 
Japheth, kis territories and his poſterity, and he ſhall 
dwell in the tents of Shem, zhey ſhall join like brethren 
in the worſhip of the true God, as the Gintiles do who are 

| grafted on the good olive; and Canaan ſhall be his ſer- 

_ vant, be in ſuljection to Fapheth as well as to Shem, and 
excluded from the privileges promiſed to both, 55 
And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and 
fifty vears. And all the days of Noah were nine hun- 
dred and fifty years: and he died; but thirty two years 

Before the birth of Abram, His great age was ſingularly 


which, as well as the old, he was, uo o doubt, a > ahora of ; 
| 3 8 


REFLECTIONS. 


7 E lam hence how odious a "fin Grunkenails is. 
Tho' many excuſes may be urged in behalf of 


yet, what dreadful conſequences followed! Let him that 
thinketh he ftandeth, take heed leſt he fall. Let profeſſing 


In order to avoid criminality in this, as 


of temptation. Look not upon wine when it is red, when it 


ha: 5 giveth its colour in the cup, when it moveth uſelf arighit; at the 
vine "This -. 


At it biteth liketh a ſerpent and ſtingeth like an adder. 


aa was ſtrikingly illuſtrated in the caſe of Noah; it expoſed _ 
141! BY him to ſhame. If men did but- ſee what beaſts they make 
oth of themſelves when they are in liquor; how unbecoming a 
is} ſituation it often placeth them in; and what folly it occa- 
7c Wt frons them to utter ſurely they would abhor the thought 

97; tx of being guilty of this vice, Bleſſed is he that watcheth, 
0/10 and Jeepeth his garments, tft he walk naked, and iy ſee his 
i ame. Rev. xvi. 15. = 
% 2. See the ſcandal and fin of diſobedience to parents, 


and 


E 


providential for propagating religion in the new world, io 
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and how heinous it is. in. the ſight of God. Ham, one of 
Noah's ſons, was of ſo depraved a diſpoſition, that he 
made ſport of his good father's weakneſs, and publickly 
told his brethren of it in the ſtreets; he ſecretly rejoic- 
cad, it may be, to ſee the good old man overtaken in a 
— fault, for which Noah had ſeverely reproved others, and 
perhaps Ham himſelf, Herein he ſhowed himſelf to be one 
x 2 thoſe fools which Solomon ſpeaks of, who make a moc at 
ſin. It is no uncommon thing for the wicked to make * 
Feld of the ſins of others, as well as their own; and to make 
the ſins and weakneſſes of good men in particular, the 
ſubjects of their ungodly mirth: but it ſhows a dreadful 
degree of hardneſs in theſe who are capable of it, and eſ- 
pecially in children, to mock at the weakneſs of their pious | 
parents. Let young people carefully guard againſt every 
thing of this kind; and let good men take care that they 
give them no occaſion. The conduct of the other two ſons 
of Noah, who fo decently and kindly laid a covering over 
cheir father, was much to their honour, and affords an 
example well worthy of imitation, True charity, or love, 
will hide a multitude of fins, and caſt a veil over a thou- 
ſand infirmities of good parents, neighbours, and friends, 
Thoſe who are thus kind and dutiful may expect a bleſ- 
ſing; but wicked ſcoffers, and eſpecially wicked children of 8 
5 F parents, ſhall be curſed with Canaan. 1 
3. What a ſtriking proof have we here of the eie 
ledge of God, and the divine origin of the ſcriptures! This 
prophecy hath been moſt remarkably accompliſhed in the 
e hiſtory of. Noah's ſons and their poſterity. We all know _ 
in what an awful manner the curſe denounced upon Ham 
was executed, in the total extermination of the Canaanites 
and we know allo, that the bleſſing pronounced upon the 
bother two ſons of Noah was as remarkably fulfilled, par 
ticularly in the deſcent of the glorious Redeemer fron _ 
_ poſterity of Shem. Let us, with Noah, devoutly 1 
Bleſſed be the God of Shem, for the covenant of grace 
eſtabliſned in the Redeemer, and all the ſpiritual bleſſings 0 
conveyed through him. Once more, 1 
4. Let us, who are of the race of Jap heth, be thankful _ 
Na that we have been e to dwell 1 in \ the tents of Shem, 


and 
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and that the Lord God hath dwelt in our tents: that we 
gamers of the Gentiles, who were once ſtrangers and foreigners, 
are made fellow-citizens with the ſaints and heirs of the pro- 
miſe. Let us be thankful that we have ſtill the tokens of 
the divine preſence among us; and eſpecially if any of us 
have been perſuaded to open to him the door of our hearts, 
Let us pray in faith for the accompliſhment of the pro- 

| phecies concerning the univerſal eſtabliſhment of the Re- 
| deemer's kingdom, that all the ſons of Noah may become 
| holineſs to the LO and the whole earth be filled with 5 
his . An., 


CHAP. *. 


: 4 thaes'Z is little i in | this chapter of a prafiical nature | I C 4 ſoort : 
= raten of ſome parts of it only will be given. 


O W theſe following [are] the generations of the 5 
ſons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and 1 and gh 
— unto em were ſons born after the flood. - 

The ſons of Japheth, who was the eldet, were 22 


3 855 Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, Aut 


. 3 Tubal, and Meſhech, and Tiras. And the ſons of 
: Gomer, Japhieihis eldeſt ſon, were Aſhkenaz, and Ri- 


F 4 phath and Togarmah. And the ſons of Javan, the fourth 


- Jon of Fapheth, were Eliſha, and Tarſhiſh, Kittim, and 
= 5 Dodanim. By theſe ſeveral branches of Noal?'s family 


were the iſles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; 


every one after his wague, after their ee in their 5 
7 f 
6 -.-And the ſons of Haun Nets Ka jon, Tere Cuſh, 
5 7 and Mizraim, and Phut, and Canaan. And the ſons 
of Cuſh, were Sebah, and Havilah, and Sabtah, and 
„ Raamah, 5 
= 1 Countries of Europe, calle iſles, becauſe ſeparated from Judea : 
by the fea... © - 
n At the dividing of tongues, God, by bis aravidencs, ſo 


ordered it, that all of a family or nation ſpake the ſame lan- 


_ guage, and ſettled nene, . e in ſuch. and | 
ſuch places. 


FF Sn 


5 Raamah, and Sabtechah : and the ſons of Raamah, «were _ 
8 Sheba, and Dedan. And Cuſh afterwards begat ano- 
ther ſon, who was called Nimrod: he began to be a mighty 


one in the earth; to affect and uſurp a tyrannical govern- 


9 ment, and to enlarge his domintons. He was a mighty 

hunter before the Log D; he made himſelf popular by. 
hunting and killing wild beaſts; and at laſt uſurped the go- 
vernment, and became a cruel perſecutor, oppreſſor, and 
tyrant : wherefore it is ſaid, Even as Nimrod the mighty 


hunter before the Logp ; „is cruelty and tyranny were ſo 


notorious, that it became a proverb of reproach concerning @ 
10 tyrannical perſon, He is a very Nimrod. And the begin- 
ning of his kingdom was Babel, he being the founder of 
the Babyloniſh empire; and afterwards he built Erech, and 
Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. But his 
11 ambition not being yet ſatisfied, Out of that land he went 
forth zo Asſhur, that is, the land of Aſſyria, which was 
called by his name, Micah v. 6. and there he builded 
12 Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah, And 
KReſen between Nineveh and Calah: the ſame [is! 
13 flill a great city. And Mizraim, zhe ſecond ſon of Ham, 
begat ſeveral ſons, from whom ſprang the people called 
Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 
14 And Pathruſim, and Caſluhim, (out of whom came 


 Philiſtim,) and Caphtorim. - 


15 And Canaan, the youngeſt ſon 0 


Lord, is ſometimes uſed only to denote ſomething of diſtinguilhed 


| eminence, See Gen. xiii. 13. Habs vii. 20. margin. Luke i, 6. The 
LXX. reads, againſt the Lord, Government, before Nimrod's time, 


was only patriarchal, It is obſervable that the firſt monarch was 
a tyrant; and the conquerors of the earth m 
mighty hunters. See Fer, xvi. 16. Exe. xiii. 21. 
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1 F Ham, begat Sidon his 
10 firſt born, and Heth, he father of the Hittites, And the 
ns Jebuſite, and the Amorite, and the Girgaſite, And the 
1 Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, And the Ar- 
voagdite, and the Zemarite, and the Hamathite: and 
e afterward were the ſeveral families of the Canaanites 
19 now mentioned ſpread abroad. And the border of the 
The oppreſſion of mankind is repreſented by hunting them. 
It is probable that Nimrod thus hunted men under the pretence 
ot hunting wild beaſts, and his courage and dexterity in the lat- 
ter, might qualify him for the former. The expreſſion before the 


ay properly be ſtiled 
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Canaanites was from Sidon, as thou comeſt to Gerar, 
and it extended ſouthward unto Gaza; as thou goeſt, un- 
to Sodom and Gomorrah, and Admah, and Zeboim, 
20 even unto Laſha.* Theſe [are] the ſons of Ham, 
after their families, after their tongues, in their coun- 
1 [and] in their nations. 
Unto Shem alſo, the father of all who in bebe are 

3 " alt the children of Eber, (and after him are named 

| Hebrews) unto Shem the brother of Japheth the elder 

pon of Mal, even to him, whom God had bleſſed, were 

22 [children] born. And The children of Shem, whoſe 

family is of peculiar importance in the hiſtory of the church, 
dere theſe, Elam, and Asſhur, and Arphaxad, and Lud, 
23 and Aram. And the children of Aram, were Uz, and 
41 Hul, and Gether, and Maſh, or Meſbech. And Ar- 
5 phaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat Eber before men- 
9 5 tioned, And unto Eber were born two ſons : the name 
of one [was] Peleg, which fignifies, diſperſion; for in his 
days was the earth divided ;* and his brother's name 
5 26 [was] Joktan. And Joktan begat thirteen ſons; namely, 
Almodad, and Sheleph, and Hazermaveth, and Jerah, 

2 27 28 And Hadoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, And 
29 Obal, and Abimael, and Sheba, And Ophir, and Ha- 
15 vilah, and Jobab: all theſe [were] the ſons of IJcktan. 
30 And their dwelling was from Meſha, as thou goeſt, unn. 
31 to Sephar, a mount of the eaſt. Theſe [are] the ſons of 

Shem, after their families, after their tongues, in their 

1 32 lands, after their nations. Theſe [are] the families of 

| the ſons of Noah, after their generations, in their na- 

j tions: and by theſe were the nations divided in the 

E earth after the Hood; the 8 on * which au on is 

Liercafter related. Tons 

. „„ E 3 on, CHAP. 

1 A famous antient city, bing northward, which took its name 
S Go Canaan's eldeſt ſon. | 

Or the famous city Dan; called allo. Lein Judges xviii. 
29, and Leſham, Joſh. xix. 47. This was the country of the Ca- 
naanites, which God afterwards gave to the lfraclites, extending 

a about one hundred and eighty miles. WsLLs's Geogr. Vol. I. p. 304. 


About the time of his birth it happened that the inhabitants 
of the earth 1 were UNO, be” in E RICgns then in habitation. 
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CHAP. XI 


The diſperſion of the ſons of men at Babel; the poſterity of 'Shem 
| down to Abram, and his removal from his native country. 
1 A ND the whole earth was fill this period, that is, 
FN about an hundred years after the fload, of one lan- 
gruage, and of one ſpeech, which probably was the Hebrew. 
2 And it came to pals, as they, Nimrod and his confederates, 
journeyed from the eaſt, that they found a large fruit 
ful plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt 
JJ 1 

3 And they faid one to another, Go to, let us make 
brick, and burn them throughly. And they had brick 
for ſtone, which that country did not afford, and {lime* had 
4 they for mortar. And they ſaid, Go to, let us build us a 
city and a tower, whoſe top [ may reach] unto the clouds 
of heaven; and thus let us make us a name, leſt we be 
ſcattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth; let us 
perpetuate our fame, ſtrengtien our union, and provide our - 
5 ſelves à ſettled abode, And the Lokp came down to ſee the 
cC.iͤty and the tower, which the children of men builded; 
and made it appear, by the ſequel, that he took notice of this 
6 7heir proud, vain-glorious attempt, to puniſh it. And the 
Lob faid, Behold, the people [is] one, and are deter- 
mined ſo to remain; and they have all one language, which 
#5 favourable to their purpoſe ;, and this which they begin 
to do is an evidence of their ambitions deſigns : and now 
they apprehend nothing will be reftrained from them, 

Which they have imagined to do. Go to, let us go 
down, and there confound their language, that they 
„ i may 


The pleaſant valley along which the river Tygris runs, com- 


Prehending the country of Eden, in which paradiſe was ſituated, 
pee Wartens Geop. Vol: I. p. 109 "of 
A kind of liquid pitch, which was an exceeding ſtrong ce- 
ment; of which there was, according to PII R, great plenty in 
Aſſyria. With this, HERO DPO TUS ſays, the walls of Babylon were 
_ cemented ; it is called bitumen by ſame writers, and is thought to 

be the aſphaltus, which (ſays Suipbas) being mixed with bricks 
and ſmall ſtones, became as hard as iron. Kow. _ 


- 
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8 may not underſtand one another ſpeech. So the 
Lok p, by the confuſion he introduced among them, ſcattered 
them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth : 
and they left off to build the city, without attempting it 

9 any more. Therefore is the name of it called Babel, hEd 
7, "alt jan; becauſe the Loxp did there confound me 
language of all the earth; and from thenee did the 

8 Lon ſcatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 

10 Theſe following [are] the generations of Shem, 7he 

= anceſtors of Abram, and progenitors of Chriſt: Shem [was! 

an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two years 

11 afrer the flood: And Shem lived after he begat Ar- 

phaxad five hundred years, and begat other ſons and 

12 daughters. And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, 

13 and begat Salah: And Arphaxad lived after he begat 

Salah four hundred and three years, and begat ſons and 
14 daughters. And Salah lived thirty years, and begat 

15 Eber: And Salah lived after he begat Eber four 

. hundred and three years, and begat ſons and daughters. 

16 And Eber lived four and thirty years, and begat Peleg: 

= 17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hundred and 

= thirty years, he longeſt of any of the patriarchs after the 

I 18 flood, and begat ſons and daughters. And Peleg lived 

19 thirty years, and begat Reu: And Peleg lived after he 

begat Reu two hundred and nine years, and begat ſons 

20 and daughters. And Reu lived two and thirty years, 

21 and begat Serug : And Reu lived after he begat Serug 

two hundred and ſeven years, and begat ſons and 

22 daughters. And Serug lived thirty years, and begat 
2 23 Nahor, he firſt patriarch who fell into idolatry: And 

E Serug lived after he begat Nahor two hundred years, 

* 24 and begat ſons and daughters. And Nahor lived nine 

and twenty years, and begat Terah, Abram's father: 


25 And Nahor lived after he begat Terah an hundred and 


26 nineteen years, and begat ſons and. daughters. And 
Terah lived ſeventy years, and between that time and his 
Hundred and thrtieth year he begat ihree ſons; the moſt 

„ diſtinguiſhed 


t This was done by making them forget their former language, 


and 1 1 8 leveral languages in the minds of {everal families 
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Adiſtinguiſbed of which, tho the youngeſt, Was Abram; ; the 
other two were Nahor, and Haran. 


27 Now theſe [are] the generations of Terah: Terah 


begat Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran, the eld:/ 
28 ſon, begat Lot. And Haran died before ths face of his 
father Terah in the land of his nativity, in the country 


2209 afterwards called Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and 


Nahor took them wives: the name of Abram's wife 
[was] Sarai; and the name of Nahor's wife, Milcah, the 


daughter of Haran, heir elder brother, deceaſed, who ws 


the father of Milcah, and the father of Iſcah, otherwi/e 


30 called Sarai. But Sarai was barren; the [had] no chili. 


31 And Terah took Abram his ſon, who had been was (7; 
, God to leave his native country, and Lot the ſon of 
Haran his ſon's ſon, and Sarai his daughter in Jaw, his 

ſon Abram's wife; and they went forth with them from 
Ur of the Chaldces, to go into the land of Canaan; ' 
and they came unto a place which they called Haran, afto 


32 Terals ſon who was dead, and dwelt there. And the 


days of Terah were two hundred and five“ years: and 


Terah died in Haran, ee Was about band way to the 


land of Canaan, 


REFLECTIONS. 


I. E learn, that men are cling; l upon by 
PV their own ambition, and that God can eaſily 
confound their ſchemes. He takes the wiſe in their own 
craftineſs , no device that is formed againſt him and his 
deſigns ſhall ſtand: the fear of the wicked, it ſhall come upon 
5 They wanted a name and a defence, and God gave 
them confuſion. It is to he feared we have our Babels, on 
which we beſtow pains and coſt, to be talked of: but let uns 
be cautious; Pride goeth before defiruttion, and a nie | 


Hori before a falt. 


2 8 Learn 


u Here begin the four hundred and | thingy years, at the end 
of which Iſrael came out of Egypt. 


The Samaritan Pentateuch reads one hundred and forty- five ; 


: which, Dr. Kennicorrt obſerves, vindicates the truth 7 St. 
Stephen 8 afſertion in Ads Vil, 4. EpiT. 


Q' H... oo, SF... WS. 
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ſuch an effect. God, who made the tongue, can eaſily 
give the proper uſe of it, and form the mind to the know- 
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that honour which cometh from him only. 
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2. Learn the dependance of the human mind and 
tongue upon God. He made man at firſt capable of ſpeax- 


ing; gave him ideas, and the power of utterance. The 


wiſer heathens aſcribe the origin of language to God. What 


; j a ſurprizing thing was it, that all the ideas of ſuch multi- 
7 tudes ſhould be changed, and a new language impreſſed 


on their minds at once! Some have ſaid, that there was 
nothing new or ſtrange in this; but no other than a divine, 
ſupernatural cauſe was ever aſſigned that was adequate to 


ledge of a hew language. Thus, while the world was 
peopled by the confuſion of tongues, the goſpel was propa- 
gated by the gift of tongues. See As ii. A circum- 
ſtance equally extraordinary and uſeful in its place, _ 
3. Since we find in this chapter, that human life was 
ſhortened, it becomes us to work in haſte. Shem lived fix 


hundred years; ſome of his immediate deſcendants only 


two hundred years; and at length the term was reduced to 


ſeventy years: therefore let us redeem the time, begin the 


great work of religion early, and whatever our hands find 


5 do, do it with all our might, ſince there is neither wiſdom, 


nor device, nor knowledge in the grave, whither we are 


7 * 4. Friendſhip with God is a greater honour than birth 


can give us. Abram is here put before his elder brother, 


becauſe he was choſen to be a remarkable man. The greateſt 


honour is to be a friend and ſervant of God: let us ſeek 


5. Parents ſhould engage their children to ſet out with 
them in the way to the heavenly Canaan, the land of pro- 


miſe; thus, v. 31, Terah took his children. It is not 
ſufficient to ſerve God ourſelves, but we muſt do it with all 
our houſe: while we walk ourſelves in the paths of righ- _ 
teouſneſs and the way to heaven, we ſhould endeavour to 


lead others with us; pray for them, that they may be in- 
clined to follow us; tell them what a good land it is, what 
God hath commanded us and them, and what kind pro- 


| viſions he hath made for our eternal felicity, Let us be 


ſtedfaſt 
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ſtedfaſt and diligent in all our attempts to perſuade nd 


lead them to the heavenly country. 1 


6. Let not good men be ſurprized if they meet with ac. | < 
cidents in the way, to retard them in their progreſs toward 
the promiſed land. Terah died in Haran. His children“ 


hoped for his company and inſtructions for years to come; Þ = 


8 15 
$ 


but he was cut off in the way. This often happens to good ©; 


men; their guides and leaders are taken away, Let us 


then be ſolicitous to fill up their places, to walk in the ſame 


paths; and not be fothful, but followers of them, who thro 
faith and for inherit 15 e 


8 0 7 . * 2 0 * 
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CHAP. x11 


The Old T eftament Mar principally written for the Fews, much 
is ſaid of Abram their anceſtor. Antient writers mention hin 

as a great and good man. We now enter upon his ſtory; aud 
have here, God's call of Abram to leave his uative country; 
the divine promiſe to him in Canaan , his removal into Egypt, 
on account of the e ; and Sara? s danger aud deliverance 
there. 


7 OW the Loxp had appeared i in Apes and 
41 Y faid unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, Jet thou be infected with idolatry, 
0 and from thy father's houſe, unto a land that I will 
ſhow thee, but with which thou art not at preſent ac- 
2 quainted: And I will make of thee a great nation, and 
I will bleſs thee, and make thy name great; and thou 
3 ſhalt be a bleſſing:“ And I will bleſs them that bleſs 
thee, and curſe him that curſeth thee; I will enter into 
the firitteſt friendſhip with thee ;, thy friends ſpall be my 
| friend and thy enemies my enemies; then comes the great 
e 8 and 1 in ther that 3 7 in thy 7 ſeed, which is Chriſt, 


(As 
| x See 48; vii 2. | | 
7 A means of conveying bleſſedneſs to thy 1 who ſhall 


be bleſſed for thy ſake; to thy friends and ſervants, who ſhall 
be bleſſed by thy iaſtruction and example; to all the world, 


by being the progenitor of Chritt, and an eminent pattern * 


faith and holineſs, 


3 a 1 


? — Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's ſon, and all 
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( as the apoſtle ſhaws, Gal. iii. 8, 16.) ſhall all families 
of the earth, belzevers of all nations, be bleſſed. 


L 4 Abram departed, it from Ur, and afterwards 


from Haran, as the Logp had ſpoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him: and Abram ¶ was] ſeventy and five 
ears. old when he departed out of Haran. And Abram 


their ſubſtance that they had gathered, and the ſouls 
that they had gotten in Haran, proſeſyted ſervants as 
well as children; and they went forth to go into the land 


of Canaan, a firange and unknown land; but, truſting in 
God for their guide, they per ſevered, and; into the land of: 


Canaan they came. 


6 And Abram paſſed through the land unto the place 
of Sichem, afterwards called Samaria, unto the plain of 

Moreh.“ And the Canaanite, hat accurſed and idolatrous 
People, [was] then in the land; % that he could expect 


7 little comfart, and found great trials for his faith, And 
the Log appeared * unto Abram for his encouragement, 


and ſaid, Unto thy ſeed, tho* not to thyſelf, will I give 
this land, which they ſurely ſhall poſſeſs; and there build- 
ed he an altar unto the Loxb, who appeared unto 
him, for ſacrifice and thankſgiving for this mercy, and to 

1 keep them cloſe to the worſhip of the true God. And he re- 
moved from thence ſouthward, unto a mountain on the 
eaſt of Beth-el, as it was afterwards called, but then Lua, 
and pitched his tent, [having] Beth-el on the weſt, and 
Hai on the eaſt: and there 400 he builded an altar unto 
the Lorp, and called upon the name of the Logp; 
worſhipping God by prayer, preaching to his family, and 


9 offering ſacrifices. And Abram journeyed, going on ſtill 
toward the ſouth; but found repeated OPEN ents, and 
3 for his faith. 


And at length there was a famine in the land, . 


" aw him to leave it for a time: and Abram went down 
into Egypt. to 23 there! ; for the famine (was! 


. Situated near the two mountains Gericaim and Eval. 
Buy a new revelation, to ſtrengthen his faith, now that he ſaw 
= 21 the land before him poſſeſſed by the 3 Abram is the 
Frſt perſon ti to whom God is taid in {criprure to have e 57 


grievous 


— — — — . Wo a vt Rr 5 : EE DNA : 


6o GENESIS. XII. 
"TS grievous in the land of Canaan. And! it came to paſs, I 
when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he L 


16 houſe, probably in order to his marrying her. And he in- 


= 17 monarch, And the LORD plagued Pharaoh and his 
18 wife.” And Pharaoh called Abram, and faid, What 


2 g underſtand upon further enquiry by Sarai's confeſſi ton, Why 
ſaidſt thou, She [is] my fiſter ? ſo I might have taken 


ſaid unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou 


12 [art] a fair woman to look upon: Therefore it ſhall 5 


come to paſs, when the Egyptians ſhall ſee thee, that 
they ſhall fay, This [is] his wife: and they will kill 
me, but they will ſave thee alive, and ſome one will tak: 
13 thee as a wiſe.or concubine. Say, I pray thee, thou [art] 
my ſiſter :© that it may be well with me for thy ſake; 
and my foul ſhall live becauſe of thee ; my life ſpall b 

| ſafe, and I ſhall have nothing to fear. 


14 And according to his expettation, it came to paſs that, 


when Abram was come into Egypt, the Egyptians 
15 beheld the woman that ſhe [was] very fair. The Prin- 


ces alſo of Pharaoh ſaw her, and commended her be- 
fore Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's 


treated Abram well for her ſake, to gain his conſent : and 


by Pharaok's gift he had ſheep, and oxen, be/ides what 
he had of his own, and he aſſes, and men ſervants, and 
maid ſervants, and ſhe aſſes, and camels. But the God of 


Abram was highly diſpleaſed at the wicked defigns of the 
houſe with great plagues, becauſe of Sarai Abram's 
[is] this [that] thou haſt done unto me? why didſt 
thou not tell me that ſhe [was] thy wife? which he might 


her to me to wife: now therefore behold, /ince ſbe is thy 


* take e and go thy ee” n ' reproof Was 


mill 


I This far of being killed | was the more e in | Abram, 


as the promiſe of a ſeed to deſcend from him was not yet fulfilled, 


and therefore was a ſecurity to his life. 


© Tho' this was true in ſome ſenſe, (ch, xx. 1350 yet not - 


they underſtood it; and ſo he expoſed her to danger, contrar) 


to his duty. 


4 All their kings were called Pharaoh, which Lignifie the father 


F the people. 


Probably with 7 ſuch: dilemper as did both chaſtiſe bin 


for, and binder him from executing his deſigns. 
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a | 20 mild and juſt, and his conduct generous. And Pharaoh 


commanded [his] men concerning him, that they ſhould 
not offer him any injury, but ſhow him all manner of Kind- 
neſs : and they ſent him away, and his wife, and all that 


he had, believing him to be a 2 peculiar favourite of heaven, 


REFLEC TIONS. 


"ET: us think. nothing too dear to leis for God, 
and implicitly follow wherever he leads. Thus 


did Abram, Heb. xi. 8. The goſpel commandeth us to 
forſake houſes and land for Chriſt's ſake ; and if we do fo, 


we ſhall in no wiſe loſe our reward ; for the earth 1s the 


Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof. All lands are the good 


man's country. If we are willing to follow the divine 
directions, God will lead us in the right way to a city of 


© habitation, and to a happy end. 

2. Let us earneſtly pray for the divine blefling ; ; that he 
may bleſs us, and make us a bleſſing to others; bleſs us in 
temporal, but eſpecially in ſpiritual things. None can 
bleſs like him. Men may curſe, but, if the Lord bleſs us, 


all ſhall be well. Good men are a bleſſing to others: God 
© will make them ſo to the families and places where they 


dwell. Imitate Abram's faith and obedience ; for oy that 
are of faith are bleſſed with faithful Abram. | 
Let us be thankful for that ſeed of Abram, in 3 
al the nations of the earth are blefſed. We and our fa- 
milies ſhare in this bleſſing. Chriſt is the greateſt bleſſing in 
the world, the ſum and ſubſtance of all other bleſſings. This 
bleſſing of Abram is come upon us Gentiles. Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hat! bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt Jeſus. 
4. We learn of Abram to acknowledge God wherever we 
go: he built an altar in every place. Wherever we have 
a tent, let God have an altar. Let us maintain his worſhip 
in our families, and there call on his name. The maſter 
of a family ſhould be a prieſt in his own houſe, ſhould pray 
with and for them, and teach them the way of the Lord, and 
the judgments of their God. Let us ſerve the Lord with all 
dur houſe, then he will bleſs us, and make us a MS. 
; 4 


GENESI]1-S. XII. 

5. The beſt of men have infirmities in thoſe graces 

for which they are moſt remarkable. Who would have 
honght that Abram, the father of the faithful, ſhould 
fire Jod, equivocate, and manifeſt ſuch unbelief! Let 

us not expect to live without fears, or believe without 

inhirmities; but be ſenſible what reaſon we have daily to 

pray, Lord, increaſe our faith. 

Let us revere this remainder of virtue in the Egyp- 
tian 3 Pharaoh reſtored Sarai when he knew ſhe was 
Abram's wife. Few chriſtian princes would have been ſo 
tender : he would not have taken her, had he known who 
the was. Adultery is a moſt wicked and abominable fin 
what Pharaoh would have been aſhamed of committing; 
and it is ſtrange that all profeſſing chiſtians do not conſider 
it to be ſo. 

7. We learn not to be too ſuſpicious of men's aa der 
Pharaoh and his courtiers were not ſo bad as Abram 
thought they were. We often find more honour and 
virtue among ſtrangers, than we at firſt expected. Let us 
be on our guard againſt a temper that would lead us to ſuſ- 
pet perſons? characters without reaſon, and not fear where 
no fear is. We ſhould believe the beſt we can of every 
man. Charily hopeth all things, and believeth all things. 
8. Lot us adore that wonderful providence that appeared 
for Abram. God appeared for him remarkably ; and, as it 
is expreſſed Pſalm cv. 14. he reproved kings for his ſake. He 
was diſmiſſed in an honourable manner, and enriched with 
preſents. The hearts of kings are in the hands of the 
Lord: this would be an encouragement to Abram to truſt 
him for the time to come; to act an honeſt, upright part, 
not doubting but God would appear for him. It was God, 
as Iſaiah expreſſeth it, who raiſed up this righteous man from | 
the eaſt ; called him to Eis foot, to receive divine directions; 
gave the nations before him, and made him rule over kings. 
| He can never be at a loſs to reward the zeal and fidelity of 


thoſe who follow him fully, and are upright before him. 


CHAP. 


A. a 
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CHAP. XIII. 


| Drew returns to Canaan ;, the difference betwween him and Lot 


amicably ſettled; Lot's removal to the plains of Sodom; God 
renews His Promiſe to Abram; wha removes to the plain of 
Mamre. 


ND Abram went up out of Ferpt⸗ 1 aud his 
Wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him, 
2 into the ſouth of Canaan. And Abram, thro' the bounty 
, Pharaoh and the bleſſing of God, [was] very rich in 


3 cattle, in ſilver, and in . And he went on his 


journeys from the ſouth even to Beth el, unto the place 
where his tent had been at the beginning, between 


I + Beth-el and Hai; Unto the place of the altar, which 


he had made there at the firſt; and there Abram called 
on the name of the Logp ; gratefully acknowledged his 
 gooaneſs in Preſerving him in Egypt, and bringing him from 


; 5 thence in greater affluence than he went thither. And Lot 
= alſo, which went with Abram, had flocks, and herds, 
b and ſervants dwelling in tents. And ſuch was the increaſe 


of both of them that the land was not able to bear them, 
did not afford food enough for ſo many flocks and herds,5 that 
they might dwell together: for their ſubſtance was 
great, ſo that they could not dwell together. 


; 7 And there was a ſtrife between the herdmen of 


Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle, pro- 
Lably about ſome paſture or water n and the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelled then in the land, and took up the 


] 8 beſt paſturage. And Abram ſaid unto Lot, Let there 


be no ftrife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and 
between my herdmen. and thy herdmen; for we [be] 
brethren, both by nature and religion, and ſuch contention 
9 will be a reproach to that religion, and expoſe us to danger. 
IIs] not the whole land before thee? ſeparate thyſelf, : 


- -4 pray thee, from me : if [thou wilt Wa the left 


hand, 

1 See W 5 Obſervations, Vol. I. P. 181. | 
1 The LXX. uſe the ſame word as John does, when he. ſays, 
the world could not contain the books, that is, could not read and 


| attend to ſo many: ſo the land could not contain them. 


Water was a ſcarce commodity - in thoſe hot cli den and the 
Wm of many diſputes. . 1 85 


60 
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hand, then I will go to the right; or if [thou depart] 


e the right hand, then I will go to the left. 
1 
uncle, and lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of 
Jordan, that it [was] well watered every where, before 
the Lorp deſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, [even] as 


And Lot accepted the kind and generous propoſal of his 


den the garden of the Logo, like the land of Egypt, 


It 


13 


as thou comeſt unto Zoar, all the way till thou comeſt ty 
Zoar. Then Lot choſe for him ſelf all the plain of 
Jordan; and Lot journeyed eaſt; and thus they ami- 


cably ſeparated themſelves the one from the other, 
Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwell- 


ed in the cities of the plain, and pitched [his] tent to- 
ward Sodom; a fruitful foil, but à wicked country, But 


the men of Sodom [were] wicked and finners before 


: the Lord exceedingly, impudent and daring ſinners. 


| 14 


And the Loxp faid unto Abram, to comfort him af. 
ter that Lot was ſeparated from him, Lift up now thine 


eyes, and look from the place where thou art north- 


ward, and ſouthward, and eaſtward and weſtward: 


15 For all the land which thou ſeeſt, to thee will I give it, 


8 a pledge of the heavenly country, and to thy ſeed for 


ever, for a long time, if they are obedient. And J will 
make thy ſeed as the duſt of the earth: ſo that if a 
man can number the duſt of the earth, [then] ſhall thy 


17 ſeed alſo be numbered. Ariſe, walk through the land 


is 


in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will 
give it unto thee, as the inheritance of thy poſterity. 

Then Abram removed [his] tent, and came and 
| dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which [is] in or near 


Hebron, about twenty four miles fouth of Beth- el, and 


built there an altar unto the Lon. 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


S 1: E what an happy thing i it is to * 5 blefing 
k_ 


of God wherever we go. This made Abram rich, 


and — no ſorrow with it; his riches gave him an 


opportunity 


i It is probable he dwelt on a mountain and had a wide proſpect. 


* An Amorite of great note; a friend and confederate, ow peo: 


. bably : a proſelyte of Abram' — 


* e WS 
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N opportunity of doing much good; and the bleſſing of God 

kept him from the ſnares of proſperity, from pride and 
inſolence. Let us ſeek his bleſſing to make us proſperous, 
to ſweeten our enjoyments, and prevent our falling into 
various temptations, and fooliſh and hurtful luſts. 


2. The children of Abram ſhould cultivate peace. This 


is beautiful part of Abram's character. Tho' ſuperior 
to Lot in nature and grace, yet he condeſcends to his 
inferior, for peace ſake. Let us, as far as poſſible, live 


peaceably with all men. Abram gave the preference to Lot. 


| This is a temper becoming chriſtians, to ſubmit to one an- 
| other; to be pitiful and courteous. This is like ſome 


great and injured perſon making the firſt propoſals of recon- 


| ciliation. How truly amiable does he appear! Obſerve 
| his pleaz and let it ever be remembered when angry paſ- 
ſions riſe, that we are brethren, fellow-men, fellow-chriſtians, 
members of the ſame body; and alſo, that the Canaanites 
| are in the land, thoſe who wiſh us ill, and wait for our halt- 
ing. Let us not give occaſion to the enemies of the Lord 
do blaſpheme, but live as brethren, conquer ourſelves, and 
hold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


3. We ſee the ſad conſequence of great plenty in Sodom. 


it was a fine, fruitful country; but pride and fulneſs of 
| bread was its ruin; they were ſinners exceedingly againſt 
the Lord. This is too much the caſe with our own land; 
it is fruitful, we are fed with the fineſt of the wheat, but 
ve are finners before God exceedingly, Lot preached to 
| them, but they continued wicked. So it is with us, not- 
| withſtanding all the preachers of righteouſneſs in the land : 

and we have too much reaſon to fear, leſt God ſhould turn 
| a fruitful land into barrenneſs, becauſe of the * 


thereof. 


1 Let us not meaſure the Ge of God by « our fitua- 

tions in the word. The finners of Sodom dwelt in EEE 

] Pleaſant place; Abram and his family among the moun- 

{ tains. But this paradiſe was turned into the likeneſs of 

hell by the finners that dwelt there. How much happier 

was Abram and his pious family on the mountains | When 
men regard wealth and pleaſant places more than the cha- 


racter of thoſe they dwell among, my do not act wiſely, 
Vor. 5 F In 
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Z In « our choice of callings and relations in life, let the intereſt 
of the ſoul be firſt conſulted : this is the way to have God's 

being, and that will make a aalen as the den of the 
OM W hen friends forſake us, itis a pleaſant thing to have 
God near. When Lot went from Abram, God renewed 

the viſits of his grace. His preſence with the foul delights 

it at all times, efpecially when earthly friends diſagree with 
us, or part from us; it is happy then to be able to ſay, / 
em not alone, for my father is with me. If we ſeek his friend- 
: ſhip, as Abram did, he will be our ever-preſent friend. 


6. Let us often take an attentive view of the bleſſings 


which God hath promiſed, to ſtrengthen our faith and hope. 
We ſhould review his promiſes; the fulneſs and freeneſs, 
the ſuitableneſs and ſecurity of them; eſpecially that of the 
| heavenly Canaan, v. 17. We ſhould live in the exerciſe of 


that faith, which is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 


the evidence of things not yet ſeen; take a view of the bet. 
ter country, in the length thereof and the breadth thereof; 
trace it in the repreſentation of God's word, there is the 


chart or map of it: and let our joy in the proſpect be bely, 
N and our converſation daily 1 in heaven. 


« . 0 . E ” N 1 


— 


CHAP. XIv. 


5 h the former chapters we have had dh inſtances of Abranis 
 Piety;, here is an inſtance of his bravery and honour ; a war 
in which Lot was taken priſoner ; Abrant's Top of wad „ 


and his interview with Melchizedek. 


af D. it came to paſs in the 3 of A 2 
5 * of Shinar, or Babylon, Arioch king of Ella- 
far, in ws. Bog eee king of Elam, in Perſia, 
2 and Tidal king of nations; ® [That theſe] made war 
with Bera king of Sodom, and with Birſha king of 

3 7 Gomorrah, 


1 The 1 name of king is eiren to governors of cities or little 
_ Provinces. 


A people gathered ee out of divers countries, who put 
themſelves under his government, e 


P 


| b 
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Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber 
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela, which is Zoar. 

3 All theſe were joined together in the vale of Siddim, 


which is the place that was turned into the ſalt fea, when | 
| 4 God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. Twelve years they 


ſerved Chedorlaomer, prince of Elam and a deſcendant of 


_ Stem, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled, Hop- 
ing to ſhake off the yoke. And in the fourteenth year 
" came Chedodlaotnes, and the kings that [were] with 
him, as allies, and ſmote the Rephaims in Aſhteroth 
Carnaim, and the Zuzims in Ham, and the Emims in 
6 Shaveh Kiriathaim, or the plain of Kiriathaim, And the 


HFHorites in their mount Seir, unto El-paran, or the 


7 plain of Paran, which [is] by the wilderneſs. And 
they returned, and came to Enmiſhpat, which [is] 


Kadeſh, and ſmote all the country of the Amalek- _ 


ites, and alſo the Amorites, that dwelt in Hazezon- 
| 8 tamar, And when the enemy approached near the cities 
e the Plain, there went out the king of Sodom, and 
the king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and 
the king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (che ſame 
| [is] Zoar;) and they joined battle with them in the 
9 vale of Siddim ; namely, With Chedorlaomer the king 
_ of Elam, and with Tidal king of nations, and Amra- 
phel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellaſar; four 
10 kings with five. And the vale of Siddim [was full of! 
ſlime-pits; and the armies of the kings of Sodom and 
Gomorrah fled, and many of their men fell there; and 
1 they that remained fled to the mountain. And they 
took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all : 
victuals, and went their way. 
And they took, among the priſoners, Lot, Abram 8 
8 s ſon, who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, 
SF 13 and departed. And there came one that had eſcaped, 5 
And cold Abram the Hebrew, ſo called, becauſe hie 


da Aſtended from Eber; for he dwelt i in the plain "9 


8 ) | | Mamre 


A number of ſmall cities who oppoſed their expedition, 
| * The fountain of judgment; ſo called in the time of Moſes, 


ecauſe God me the Iſraclites in this place for e 
nnd, xx. 235 | | 
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Mamre the Amorite, brother of E. ſheol, and brother 


of Aner: and theſe [were] confederate with Abram.“ 
14 And when Abram heard that his brother or nephew, 


Lot, was taken captive, he armed his trained | fervants, | 
 evho were born, or inſtrufted, in his own houfe, three 
hundred and eighteen, and purſued [them] unto #7 


13 place afterwards called Dan. And he divided himſelf 


againft them, that he might come upon them in different 


places, he and his ſervants, by night, when perhaps they 


were ofleep, or drunk, or off their guard, and ſmote them, 


and purſued them unto Hobah, which [is] on the lett 
16 hand of Damaſcus. And he brought back all the goods, 


and alſo brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, 


and the women alſo, and the 2 Who were carried | 


: captive. 


17 And the king of Sodom ſhowed great ro pelt to Abram 


for the ſignal ſervice he had performed, and went out to meet 


him after his return from the ſlaughter of Chedorla. 


omer, and of the kings that [were] with him, at the 


- - valley of Shaveh, which [1s] the king's dale, where Mel. 
18 chizedek lived. And Melchizedek, which name fignifies 


king of righteouſneſs, was alſo king of Salem, that is, king 


of peace; this holy, generous man brought forth bread 


and wine, proviſion to refreſo Abram and his army: and 
he 5 the Py of the moſt 8855 God; “ not of any. 


particular 


Þ This was "aboot the year of the world 2093. when Abram 
was eighty four, or eighty five years old. | 
4 Theſe two offices antiently belonged to the ſame perſon, tho! 
afterwards they were diſtinguiſhed and belonged to different tribes. 
In Melchizedek they were united, and he was both king and 
prieſt, Who this Melchizedek was, has been matter of much 
debate: ſome have ſuppoſed he was Shem, who was then living. 
Others have conjectured that he was the ſon of God, from what 
the apoſtle ſays of him, Heb. vii. 3. that he was without father 

er mother, Cc. But the meaning of this very plainly is, that his 
father and mother are not mentioned in ſcripture. Several antient 

| heathen writers uſe the ſame language of perſons whoſe anceſtors 
were unknown, His being without deſcent, having neither beginning 
of days, nor end of life, is to be underſtood in the ſame manner, 
with reference to his prieſtly office. This. one circumſtance is ſuf- 

| ficient to prove that he was not Jeſus Chriſt, viz. his being mentioned 
as an 1lluſtrious type of him. Compare P/alm cx. 4. With Heb, vil. 17. 


7 hou art a prieft for ever 1 — the arder f Melchizedef, 


+4 . 
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. 19 particular nation, but of God. And he, that is, Melckizedek:, 
243 a prieſt, bleſſed him, that is, Abram, and faid, Bleſſed 


1 7 of the moſt high God, poſſeſſor of heaven 

20 and earth: And bleſſed [be] the moſt high God, which 

| hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. Abram 

humbly received the bleſſing of Melchizedek, as his ſuperior, 

and he gave him tithes 91 all the ſpoils that were taten. 

This he did in gratitude for his kindneſs, and as a | thanks 

| offering to God, to be offered by his prieſt. 

21 And the king of Sodom faid unto Abram, Give me 

the perſons of my fſubjetts whom you have reſcued, and take 

4 22 the goods to thyſelf. And Abram faid to the king of 

| Sodom, I have lifted up mine hand unto the Loxy, the 

| moſt high God, the poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, and 

11 3 have ſworn, That J will not [take] from a thread even to 

| a ſhoe-latchet, not the ſmalleſt thing belonging to thy ſub- 

| jeds, and that I will not take any thing that [1s] thine, 

23 leſt thou ſhouldſt ſay, I have made Abram rich: Save 

| only that which the young men have eaten, and the 
portion of the ſpoil belonging to the men which went with 
me, Aner, Eſhcol, and Mamre; this I have no right tn... 
"me E) ; let them guy, take their portion. DS 


REFLECTIONS. 


. E T us adore the providence of God in working 
* 1. theſe ſurprizing things; in ſettling theſe nations 
near Abram, that they might ſee his devotion, be witneſ- 
ſes of God's blefling him, and thus making way for the 
| knowledge of the true God and his worſhip among them. 
Ile fixes the bounds of our W and rules among - 
| the kingdoms of men. : | 
22. We ſee how liable _ men are to fr by bad 
neighbours. This is often a puniſhment for chooſing ſitu- 
ations, without conſidering the character of the inhabitants 
| where we are going: ſo Lot left the neighbourhood of--. 
| Abram to dwell in Sodom, and ſuffered ſufficiently tor it. 
If we chooſe to live in wicked places we muſt expect to 
ſhare in their calamities. Let us not think it ſtrange, if 
ve meet with them: but if we keep « cloſe to God's houſe, 
ny 3 is 
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| his worſhip and proper, we ſhall dwell ſafe from the fear of 


evil. 


. We ſhould think of God as the Moſt High, the pol. 


ſeſſor of heaven and earth. So Melchizedek repreſented 
him; ſo Abram ſtiles him. He has ſovereign dominion, 


for he made and ſupports all creatures. Reverence and 
praiſe are due to him; truſt and confidence ſhould be 


placed 1 in him, to give us what he thinks beſt, 


4. Let us praiſe God as the author of the beſt of our 


actions, and thoſe of others alſo. He gave Abram the 
victory, v. 19, 20. and Melchizedek mentioned it to the 
| Honour of the God of all our victories. While we rejoice 


in the ſucceſs of others, let God have all the praiſe, 
Let the ſervants of the moſt high God maintain an 
Lonourable character, Thus Abram did, v. 23. Like him, 


let us guard againſt a mean and ſervile temper. Abram 


might have accepted the king's offer; but true religion re- 


quires an indifference to theſe things, an holy decorum and 
ſuperiority to worldly concerns; truſt and confidence in God | 


raiſe the mind above them. Abram ſhowed nothing of a 
mercenary temper, which is a diſhonour to religion: every 


degree of a niggardly diſpoſition ſhould be avoided, ef- 


pecially as we have ſo many enemies to watch for our faults, 


Loet our converſation be without covetouſueſs ; and whatſoever 
= things are juſt and true, and not only ſo, but whatſoever things 
are lovely, and of good report, if there be any virtue, and 5 
there be 2 falt let 1 us 5 think on in the ings. | 
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CHAP. xv. 


In the laſt chapter Abram appeared great in the fell; in this le 


is greater in converſe with God, who condeſcends to enter into 


a treaty with him; God's promiſe to Aram Ys @ numero : 
. and of the land of Canaan. 


FTER theſe things, Abram: s 3 70 Lot; Se. 
the word of the Lorp came unto Abram in a 
viſion, while he wwas awake, ſaying, Fear not, Abram, 
bee not alarmed at any of the dangers or enemies which ſurround 
thee in 115 Aan land, 1 Lem! 12 ſhield to protect . 
Len 


ö 
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land] for thy faith and piety I myſelf will be thy exceeding 
great reward, and will give thee abuudanily more than thou 
haſt reſigned to the king of Sodom; I will reward thee both 
2 here and hereafter too. And. Abram ſaid, LORD God, 
what wilt thou give me, what ill all the earth þ fronify to 
mne, ſeeing J go childleſs, have no heir to poſſeſs it, tho? 
thou gaveſt ine hopes of a numerous ſeed z and the ſteward of 


my houſe, who is next 10 myſelf, is not one of my. own 


2 deſcendants, but [is] this Eliezer of Damaſcus? And 
Abram further ſaid, Behold, to me thou haſt given no 
ſeed, % my life draws toward. a cloſe: and, lo, one 
born in my houſe, as a ſervant, is mine heir. 


; +. And, behold, the word of the Loxp [came] unto 1 


ſaying, This ſhall not be thine heir; but he that ſhall 
come forth out of thine own bowels ſhall be thine heir. 
5 And he brought him forth abroad, in his imagination, 


"fo the ſtars did not yet appear, (ſee v. 12.) and ſaid, Look 


now toward heaven, and tell the ſtars, if thou be able 
to number them: and he ſaid unto him, 80 numerous ; 


| and illuſtrious ſhall thy ſeed be. 


6 And, notwithſtanding the Promiſe had been 1 long 4 - 


ed, he believed: ; in the Log; and he counted 1 it to him 
for righteouſneſs. Th 


And he faid unto him, I (am! the Lonp that brought Rs 


| thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land 


: 8 to inherit it. And he ſaid, Lord Gov, whereby ſhall 


I know that I ſhall inherit it? This he aſks for the 


- 9 ſtrengthening of his faith. And he ſaid unto him, his 


2 be a ſign, Take and offer to me an heifer of three 
years old, and a ſhe goat of three years old, and a ram 


pf three years old, and a turtledove, ds young : 
5 0 Pigeon. And he took unto him all theſe, and, according 


10 the uſual method of ratifying a covenant, divided them 
in the midſt, 20 repreſent the torn and diſtracted condition in 
which has ſeed was to be for a ſeaſon; and laid each piece 


4 5 one againſt another, Hat the per ſons covenanting might paſs 
11 vetwween them : but the birds divided he not. And when 


. 1 the 


F Thus Abram Was juſtified by faith, being as vet uncircum- 
ciſed, Rom. iv. 3 . Ut. 6, "in li. 23, 
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the fowls of prey came down in great numbers upon the 26 


carcaſes to devour them, Abram drove them away.“ 
12 And when the ſun was going down, a deep ſleep, an 


ecſtacy or trance, fell upon Abram ; and, lo, an horror of | : 


great darkneſs fell upon him, under an apprehenſi Jon of 
the great diſtreſs his poſterity ſhould have by the vexation of 


13 their enemies. And he, that is, Jehovah, ſaid unto Abram, 


10 explain the viſion, and to comfort him, Know of a ſurtt 
that thy ſeed ſhall be a ſtranger in a land [that is] not 
| theirs, and ſhall ſerve them; and they ſhall afflict them 
four hundred years, from the birth of Iſaac to their dt. 


14 liverance out of Egypt; And alſo that nation, whom the 


ſhall ſerve, will J judge, or puniſh: and afterward ſhall 


15 they come out with great ſubſtance. And thou ſhalt go 


to thy fathers in peace, into the ſtate of the dead, whither all 
thy fathers are gone before thee ; thou ſhalt be buried 1 in a 


16 good old age, after a ſeaſonable and natural death, But 


in the fourth generation, from the deſcent into Egypt, they 
| ſhall come hither again, 4 he country where thou now 


art; but it cannot be ſooner : for the iniquity of the A- 


morites and Canaanites in general, Lis] not yet full, nor 


17 the time to puniſh them come. And it came to paſs, that, 


when the ſun went down, and it was dark, behold a 
| ſmoking furnace appeared to Abram, perhaps repreſenting 
Abrams ſeed afflited in Egypt, and a burning lamp, as 4 


ſymbol of the divine preſence, noting the covenant between God 


and Abram, and their future deliverance, that paſſed be- 
tween thoſe pieces, to note the ratification of the covenant 


18 between God and his people. In that ſame memorable day 


the Lord made a covenant with Abram, ſolemnly rati- 


Hing his former promiſes, and ſaying, Unto thy ſeed have 
1 given this land, and they ſhall extend their dominion from 


tue river of Egypt, (not the river Nile, but ſome branch 
Ey it,) unto the great river, the river Euphrates : /o far 


did the countries become tributary in David's and Solomon's 


19 days; and foal include The Kenites, and the Keniz- 


Zites, 


5 96 f the "= of prey _. were an emblem of the Egyptian; 


and other enemies, who ſhould ſeek to devour and deſtroy his 


polterity ; and his driving them away may e his conqueit 
over them by faith and 8 ; | 


q 20 zites, and the e And he e and the 
21 Perizzites, and the Rephaims, And the Amorites, 


and the Canaanites, and the 9 and the 
— os 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. $5 ſee the happineſs of good. men; God! is their 


ſhield, v. 1, to protect them from their ene- 


mies, Rom wicked A and Satan; from principalities 
and powers that are confederate againſt them. God would 
not have them to be fearful or ſorrowful; he will be their 
exceeding great reward; will give them grace and glory, 
and will With- hold no good Thing = them that walk 1b 
BY rightly. 


WE "0 us 1 to ke content in thoſe Res Tote 


A which providence allots us. One cannot but pity the weak- 
neſs of the father of the faithful, after what God had ſaid 
to him. All his wealth and 8 the fine country he 


lived in, and the favour of God; all this was nothing with- 


I out a child. Perhaps the Meſſiah or promiſed ſeed may | 


be referred to, which may plead ſomething f in his excuſe; 


but ſtill he ſeems uneaſy in his mind. If God denies us 


temporal bleſſings, let us ſtill be patient and content, and 
ſeek him for our portion. Let thoſe who are childleſs i in 
the earth be more diligent and active in the ſervice of God. 
as they have more leiſure and fewer cares; then will he give 
them a name and a Place, which ſhall be better to them than ſons 

and daughters. 


3. We learn Jorfully to embrace the —— * God; 


herein imitating the faith of Abram; he believed in God, 


and ſtaggered not at the promiſe thro unbelief.. Rom. xiv. 20. 
Let us be ftrong in faith, giving glory to God; guard againſt 


an evil heart of unbelief; and pray, Lord, increaſe our faith. 
If we truſt his promiſes, and act agreeable to them, we 


have, thro' grace, a claim to all the benefits of the covenant; 


and by this we ſhall obtain witneſs that we are righteous. 
4. Learn to adore the foreknowledge of God in theſe ſur- 
Fung 3 TI: are "Wy remarkable; ſo many 


ears 
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years ſhall they ſerve their enemies; then their enemies 
ſhall be puniſhed, and the oppreſſed ſhall go free. He 
knous, not only the external circumſtances, but alſo the 
moral characters of men; when their iniquity is full, and 
when it 1s time to puniſh. This knowledge 1s too high for 
us; ce cannot attain unto it; but it is found in a perfect 
manner in God. May we reverence this glorious God, 
who foreknows whatſoever ſhall come to paſs, and ſhowet! 
uno man his counſel, declaring the end from the beginning, 
This God is our God ir ever, and he will be our guide unto 
death. 
65. Let us rejoice in the aſſurance of a better country; 
Know of a ſurety, faith God to Abram. The promiſe to 
believers is ſure; we have his word and oath, that by ts 
immutable things in which it is impoſſible for Cod to lie, wt 
might have ſtrong conſolation, who have fled for refuge to le 
hold on the hope ſet before us. We have a ſign and ſacrament 
to confirm our faith: to all the ſpiritual ſeed of Abram 
the promiſe is ſure. Let us imitate the faith and piety of 
this patriarch, that we may at length poſſeſs an inheritance 


incorruptible, undepiled, and that JAG. not auch, reſerved in in 
heaven for us. 
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8 1 origin of nations and kingdoms is generally the darkeſt part of 
ark Hi.iſtory: here wwe have a plain account of one that was very 


* e _ conf derable; it aroſe from Abram, by one of his maid e 
5 who eee came with him from Egypt. 


O W Sarai Abram” s wife bare him no children 8 
and ſhe had an handmaid, or bond woman, an 
Fayptian by birth, but a proſelyte to the true religion, whoſe 
name [was] Hagar. And Sarai, impatient to ſee tht 
promiſe fulfilled, faid unto Abram, Behold now, the 
Lokp hath reſtrained me from bearing: I pray thee, 
go in unto my maid; it may be that J may obtain child - 
ren by her. And Abram, not conſulting with God, as he 
Hold have done, hearkened to the voice of Sarai, And 
Sara! 
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Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar hart maid the Egyptian, 
after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, 
and gave her to her huſband Abram to be his wife. 
And he went in unto Hagar, and ſhe conceived : 
and when ſhe ſaw that ſhe had conceived, ſhe grew vain 
of the honour, and her miſtreſs, as 4 puniſhment for her im- 
5 patience and imprudence, was deſpiſed in her eyes. And 
Sarai, growing jealous, upbraided her huſband, as if he en- 
couraged this injolence, and ſaid unto. Abram, My wrong 
| [be] upon thee : I have given my maid into thy boſom ; 
and when ſhe ſaw that ſhe had conceived, I was deſpiſed 
the Logp judge between me and thee, | 
plead my cauje and vindicale my innocence, ſince thou wilt 
But Abram, far from taking Hagar's part, 
faid unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid lis] in thy hand; do 
to her as it pleaſeth thee, And when Sara dealt hardly ; 
= with her, ſhe fled from her face with a view to returi = 
1 10 her own country, ; 
| And the angel of the Lokp, „ perhaps i in a 
| human form, found her by a fountain of water in the 
5 by the fountain in the way to Shur, where 
= ſhe flopped to reſt herſelf and call upon God; for 
8 10 have been a devout woman. . 
* proper cliaracter, to make her 2 tble of her fault, he ſaid, 
Hagar, Sarai's maid, whence cameſt thou? and whither n 
wilt thou go? And ſhe ſaid, I flee from the face of my 
And the Angel of the Loxp ſaid unto 
her, Return to thy miſtreſs, and ſubmit thyſelf under 
And the angel of the Lok D further ſaid 
unto her, to comfort her in her di itreſs, I will multiply 
thy ſeed exceedingly, that it ſhall not be numbered for 
And the angel of the Logo ſaid unto her, 
| Behold, thou fart] with child, and ſhalt bear a ſon, 
and ſhalt call his name Iſhmael, that is, God hall near; 
| becauſe the Lok p hath heard hy prayers made in thy af. 
12 fliction. And he will be a wild man, wwarlike and violent; 
exerciſer ng Himes in ann beaſts, and pr ng men; his 


in her eyes: 


6 not do it. 


9 miſtreſs Sarai, 


b 10 her hands. 


11 multitude. 


* By theſe- quarrel in the . 
both Abram and Saral tor ſeeking chilcren in ſuch an 
rantable way. | 


CL 


ſhe ſeems | 
And addreſſ ing her in her 


hand : 


God was pleaſed to correct 


unwar- | 
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hand [will be] againſt every man, and every man's hand 
againſt him; and he ſhall dwell in the preſence of al 

his brethren, near unto them, in ſpite of all their attempt, 

13 againſt him." And ſhe called the name of the Logy 
that ſpake unto her, Thou God ſeeſt me, haſt taken cor: 
of me, and graciouſly manifeſted thyſelf io me : for ſhe ſaid, 
Have I alſo here, even in this deſert, as well as in my 
maſter's family, looked after him that ſeeth me? and, 
notwithſtanding my miſbehaviour there, have had a comforta. 

14. able fight of him and promiſe from him? Wherefore the 
well was called Beer-lahai-roi, that is, the well of him 

_ that liveth and ſeetli me; behold, [it is] between Kadeſh 
= „„ ny „„ 
135 And Hagar returned to Abram's family, humbled herſelf 
in 150 Sarai, and told what ſhe had ſeen , and in due time ſhe 
i bare Abram a fon : and Abram called his ſon's name, 
which Hagar bare, Iſhmael, gs the angel had command- 
= 16 ed. And Abram [was] fourſcore and fix years old, 
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| > when Hagar bare Iſhmael to Abram. | 
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REFLECTIONS. 


ET us view the hand of God in all our afflictions 
and diſappointments, like Sarai, who acknow- 
ledged, the Lord hath reſtrained me from bearing, Sarai 
ad every thing elſe ſhe could defire; but God continued 
1 ttmis diſappointment for the exerciſe of her faith and pa- 

. tience. It is a good thing to be ſenſible of this, and to 
ſay with Job, when tempted to repine, Shall we receive good 
| ot the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive evil, or afflictions 
Fi OO ee To foe ons Cn ny C 
2. Let us avoid an inſolent temper in proſperity, v. 4. 

This is one of the moſt remarkable prophecies in the whole 

ſcriptures. The Hagarenes, Saracens, and Arabians, all deſcended 
from Iſnmael. They called themſelves Hagarenes, as coming from 4 
Hagar; but being reproached for this, they changed their name 

to Saracens, as coming from Sarai, They were the fierceſt race 3 

of men ever known on earth, and continue of the ſame ſpirit 
ll. to this day; live by rapine and plunder, in the very ſame place 
a7 6 Z for more than 4000 years, and all attempts to conquer them have 
N been in vain. What a proof is this of the divine authority of 

* Moles! Who but a prophet of God could have foretold this“ 
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make God a party in our quarrels. 


ſelves. 


. 77 


3 This is one of Solomon's four things by which the earth is 


diſquieted, an odious woman when ſhe is married, and an and. 
maid wwho is heir to her miſtreſs, Prov. XXX. 23. This is 
often the caſe, eſpecially in perſons who have been ſuddenly 
advanced from a low to a more exalted ftation ; their 
height makes them giddy, However diſtinguiſhed we may 
be from others, let. us be careful not to deſpiſe them; 
but remember to whom our proſperity is owing; conſider 
coho hath made us to differ, and what 7 15 there that we have nat 
received. 

Let us be careful not to appeal to God, rider the 


Þ tranſports of a peeviſh temper: this Sarai did, and it was 


very unbecoming. Abram might have ſaid, She ſpeaketh as 
one of the fooliſh women ſpeaketh, Let us take care not to 
A readineſs to appeal 
to him is no argument that we are right; it is often a 
ſign that we are wrong, and expect to be believed on that 
account, tho? we ſhould have neither reaſon nor evidence 
on our fide, God ſearcheth the heart, and it becomes us 
to guard againſt ſuch tranſports of paſſion; for ſhould we 
be in the wrong, he certainly knows it, and an appeal to 
him will be indeed ſealing the curſe on our own head. 

4. We ſhould admire the condeſcenſion of God to a 
poor fugitive ſlave. He mercifully ſtopped her when 
going a tooliſh journey; when her proviſions perhaps were 


| ipent, he ſent her back to pious Abram's houſe; improv- 


ed her ſoul by her afflictions; and made her a bleſſing to 
the family. Again, * 

5. Learn to avoid that wretched charafter here given of 
Thiel, Thoſe who oppoſe others will be oppoſed them- 
Complaiſance to ſuch will not laſt long; men will 
arm themſelves in their own defence. Let us therefore 


| govern our own ſpirits, and not ſuffer them to be boiſterous. 


Perſons of this character have lives full of trouble, run 


| themſelves into difficulties, and are paid in their own coin; 


which is grievous, becauſe they, of all men, are leaſt able 
to bear ſuch affronts. If our hand is againſt every man, 
every man's hand will be againſt us, from a principle of ſelt- 
preſervation, but more commonly from that wretched prin- 
ciple of revenge, which too much prevails i in the world. # In 
0 | | ice 
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like manner, if our tongue be againſt every man, and we 


= reproach and cenſure others, with what meaſure we mete 


it ſhall be meaſured to us again. To prevent this, let us 


honour all men; be kindly affectioned one toward another; for- 
bearing and forgiving one another; do good to all men, 

then men in general will be diſpoſed to do good to us, 
Once more, 


6. Reflect on God's e and; his 8 


interpoſition for us. Let us remember, in every place, 
Thou God ſeeſt me: look continually on him who looks on 
us; having our eyes always up unto the Lord for direc- 
tion, ſupport, and encouragement, whoſe eyes are continu- 
ally upon us for good. It is the character of the wicked, 
that God is not in all their thoughts, We ſhould ſet the 
Lord always before us, for we depend entirely upon him; 


in him ve live and move and have our being, If he will not 


look on us, how miſerable muſt we be! To live as under 
his eye will afford us the greateſt pleaſure and delight; it 
| will be our greateſt ſecurity amidſt dangers and difficulties, 
This ſhould be the concern of every one; we ſhould charge 
our hearts to maintain this temper. Nothing will be fo 
likely to make us truly ſerious and religious, as to recol- 
leh, that whatever we do, God ſees us, and wherever we 
Are, God! 18 there. 


1 A Y 4 


CHAP. XVII. 


N ade rene tos ; his covenant with Abram 1 171 tircumcif on 0; 


the ſeal of it, changes the names of | Abram and lis wife, 10 : 
whom he pr omiſes a ſon, in whom the covenant ſhould be 
* ed; at the ſame time hie es Wemazls and Abra- 


ham car cumciſes his family. 


\ N D when Abram was ninety years old on nine, 
I that is, thirteen years after the birth of Iſhmael, the 
Lokd appeared to Abram, and faid unto him, I [am] 
the Almighty God, ave to fulfil all my promiſes; therefore 
walk before me, as always iu my preſence, and be thou 


2 pete, or upright and A meere in doing my wo . And! | 


will 


WEN ES IS. AVI 79 
will make my covenant between me and thee, renew, 
enlarge, and confirm it with a ſacrament, and will multiply 

3 thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face, i token 
| of fear and reverence, being afraid to look on God: and 
+ God talked with him, ſaying, As for me, behold, I de- 
clare on my part that my covenant [1s] with thee, and 
thou ſhalt be a father of many nations; the Iſraelites ond 
Ihhmaelites, and believers in all ages, ſoall be eſteemed tl: 90 
ſpiritual 1 
Neither ſhall thy name any more be called Abram, a 
high or mighty father, but thy name ſhall be Abraham, hat 
is, father of a multitude; for a father of many nations 
6 have I made thee, And I will make thee exceeding 
| fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings 
7 ſhall come out of thee.” And I will eſtabliſh my co- 
venant between me and thee and thy ſeed after thee 
in their generations for an everlaſting covenant,* to be 
| a God unto thee, and to thy ſeed after thee, io employ 
all my Perfections for thy protection, conſolation and ſalva- 


thee, the land wherein thou art a ſtranger, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlaſting poſſeſſion, while they are a 
 diltintt and obedient people; and I will be their God. 
9 And God ſaid unto Abraham, And now on thy part 
declare that thou ſhalt keep my covenant therefore, as 4 
Condition of all theſe bleſſings, thou, and thy ſeed after thee 
10 in their e Aud This [is] my covenant, which 
ye ſhall keep, between me and you and thy ſeed after 
thee; Every man child among you ſhall be circumciſed. 
11 And ye ſhall circumciſe the fleſh of your foreſkin; * and 
it ſhall be a token of the covenant betwixt me and 
| 12 Jou. And he that 1 is e Woe old ſhall be —— 
ciſed 


3 This was true in a Literal ſenſe; hats ie in a spiritual, 
in reſpect of the Meſſiah, who is King of kings. 


* Of long continuance, in reſpect of the outward ceremony of 


circumciſion, but for the ſpiritual part, literally everlaſting in 
Chriſt, Heb. xiii. 20. 1 Peter i. 4. 


7 Promiſe includes all temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal 
bleſſings. 


* That part which ſerves for the propagation of ackiad. 2 
Hr It Was is deſigned to b a further trial of Abraham' s faith; to 


+ Jeparats 


Y tion. And I will give unto thee, and to thy ſeed after 
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Gted among you, every man child in your generations, 
he that is born in the houſe, or bought with money of 
13 any ſtranger, which [is] not of thy ſeed. He that is born 
in thy houſe, and he that is ACN with thy money, 
muſt needs be circumciſed : and my covenant ſhall be 
50 your fleſh for an everlaſting covenant, a fign of that 
14 everinting covenant I made with you. And the Uncir- 
cumciſed man child whoſe fleſh of his foreſkin is not 
circumciſed, and when he is grown up ilfully or un. 
neceſſarily neglects it, that foul ſhall be cut off from his 

people, from my church and people; he hath broken my 
_ covenant by his neglect and contempt of the condition re. 
quired on his Parts and hath forfeited the bleſſing promiſed 


ol mine. 


15 And God ſaid unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy 
wife, thou ſhalt not call her name Sarai, which /ignifees, 
my princeſs only, but Sarah [ſhall] her name be,] which, 
Maniſies, @ multitude; ſhe ſhall be the mother of many people. 
16 And I will bleſs her, and give thee a ſon alſo of her: 
pea, I will bleſs her, and ſhe ſhall be [a mother] of 
17 nations; kings of people ſhall be of her. Then Abra- 
ham fell upon his face, and laughed, in token of lis in- 
ard joy and Hatisſacbion at this news, and ſaid in his 
heart, Shall fa child] be born unto him that is an 
hundred years old ? and ſhall Sarah, that is ninety years 
old, bear? He did not doubt the matter, but was greatly 
18 furprized. And Abraham faid unto God, in the mia of 
1s holy joy, O that Iſhmael might live before thee ! live 
in thy favour, and not be caſt off by thee, tl“ I ſhall have 
19 another ſon to inherit the bleſſing. Kna God faid, Sarah thy 
wife ſhall bear thee a ſon heat and thou ſhalt call 
his name Iſaac, that is, laughter, becauſe Abraham re- 
joiced: and I will eſtabliſh my covenant with him for 
an Seng covenant, + [and] with his ſeed after him. 


20 And 


5 ſeparate kis poſterity from the reſt of the world by an indelible 
mark; for the preſervation of true religion ; and to be a perpetual 
memorial of God's covenant with Abraham. Thus a peculiar 


people were ſeparated to ſerve God, by ſuch a diſtinction as evi- 


_ dently appeared to be of divine original; and was a proper 
embiem- of purity ans indifference to ſenſual 50305 ments. 
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20 And as for Iſhmael, I have heard thee : Behold, I have 
bleſſed him, and will make him fruitful, and will mul- 


tiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes ſhall he beget, 
| 21 and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant 


of grace, including the Meſſiah, will I eſtabliſh with Iſaac, 


which Sarah ſhall bear unto thee at this ſet time in the 


22 next year. And he left off talking with him, and 


God went up from Abraham, withdrew the tokens x: his 


ſpecial preſence, and diſappeared, 


23 And Abraham took Iſhmael his ſon, and all that : 

| were born in his houſe, and all that were bought with 

his money, every male among the men of Abraham's | 

houſe; and circumciſed the fleſh of their foreſkin in 

the ſelf- ſame day, as God had faid unto him; ſuch was 

| 24 his readineſs to comply with the divine command. And 
Abraham [was] ninety years old and nine when he was 

25 circumciſed in the fleſh of his foreſkin. And iſhmael 


his ſon [was thirteen years old when he was circum- 


26 ciſed in the fleſh of his foreſkin.“ In the ſelf. ſame 
day was Abraham circumciſed and Iſhmael his ſon, 
27 And all the men of his houſe, born in the houſe, and 
| bought with money of the ſtranger, a great number and 
from different nations, were circumciſed with him; zo 
wonder . that the ne e to other coun. 


tries, 5 


REFLECTIONS. 


| thee? and there is none upon earth] defire beſides thee. As we 


wiſh to fay this, let us conſider our duty; walk before him 
with a perfect and upright heart; ſet him before us at all 
| times, in every act of devotion, in all our behaviour; and 
do all as ſeeing him who is inviſible. Without this we are 
not intereſted in his all. ſufficiency, but forfeit all claim to 


his favour. 5 GO 
Vor. NE G 2. We 


» Therefore the Arabs never circumciſe till the age of thirteen. 


* T us conſider the almighty God as | ſlf-fuſfcient 
L V. 1. as having enough in himſelf to ſatisfy all our 
| defires; and ſupply every want, Whom have I in heaven but 
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2. We ſhould bleſs God that the covenant was made with 
Abraham, to be a God to him and to his ſeed after him. 
This covenant typified and contained better bleſſings than 
the land of Canaan, and was eſtabliſhed on better promiſes, 
ĩt is true and firm; eſtabliſhed as an everlaſting.covenant with 
Abraham and all his ſpiritual ſeed, How rich and precious 
the promiſe, I «vill be a God unto thee! How much comfort 
here, and glory hereafter, is contained in this! It includes 
. not only an carthly but an heavenly Canaan, How conde- 
ſcending was it in God to ſpeak fo familiarly to him, and 
give him ſuch exceeding great and precious promiſes ! 
There is much of the goſpel in this covenant; and in con- 
Fl ſequence of it, Abraham rejoiced, or earneſtly defired, to fee 
my Chriſt's day; and by faith he ſaw it, and was glad. 
= 3. Let us ſeek our own part in the bleſſings of it; hey 
Mat are of faith are bleſſed with faithful Abraham, We ſhould 
wh _ conſider their value and extent ; ſubmit cheerfully to the 
16 terms of the covenant; and ever remember, that in Chriſt 
N Jeſus neither circumcifion nor uncircumiiſion availeth any thing, 
my but a new creature, God hath now changed the ſeal of the 
f Ccovenantintoa more gentle adminiſtration, of which both 
I ſexes partake; there is neither male nor female in Chriſt, 
\ but all are one in him. As we deſire the bleſſings of this 
a. covenant, let us comply with the terms of it, which are faith 
1 and obedience. Thoſe who ſubmitted to eee were 
N debtors to the whole law, to all the ceremonies and rites of 
114 the jewiſh religion and every believer in Chriſt is a debtor 
do the whole of what chriſtianity requires, vig. to baptiſm, 
if the Lord's ſupper, and all moral duties. 
1 4. We learn to be particular in our addreſſes for thoſe 
1 - who are dear to us. Abraham ſaid unto God, v. 18. O that 
WW  1/hmael might live before thee! When God condeſcends to 
5 converſe with us, when our ſouls are enlarged i in devotion, 
then we have a good opportunity to put in a word for our 
8's | ftriends and relations; to ſpread our own caſes and theirs 
In 3 particularly before him. Let parents, eſpecially, be con- 
107 cerned for the ſouls of their children; pray that they may 
| live; that they may live before God, holily and religioul- 
I's ly, to his honour, and the credit of thei profeſſion, Not 
1 only that their temporal lives 8 be . but the 
. 5 "ve 
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ſpiritual life carried on in their ſouls, and that they may 
be fitted for eternal life. Pray particularly for them all, 
as Job and Abraham did. We have great encouragement 
to hope that God will anſwer our prayers, as he did that of 


Abraham, v. 20. God hat th never ſaid to the ſeed of Jacob, 


| Seek ye me in vain: and th 
| layed, it will come at laſt; at leaſt our prayers ſhall not 
return into our boſom void. 


o” the bleſſing may be long de- 


5. Learn to obey God ahnt delay, as Abraham did; | 


| the ſelf-ſame day. This is twice remarked by the hiſtorian, 
| to ſhow us how readily we muſt ſerve God, even in painful 
| and difficult matters, Let us not confer: with fleſh and 
| blood, but reſolutely perform thoſe duties which God hath 


commanded. He hath required nothing of us that is un- 
reaſonable, nothing but what is for our comfort ; may we 


| therefore reſolve according to this example of Abraham, 


that whatever our hand findeth to do, we will do it with all our 
might, and that we will make mw: and not delay to 7 God's 


Oe W 
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The prophet Iſaiah obſerves, that © God wwill meet thoſe who rejoice : 


and work righteouſneſs ;* this was exemplified in Abraham. No 
Sooner | had he circumciſed his houſe, than God appears to him 
again; ſends him a comfortable meſſage by three angels, whom ͤ 
Ar alam entertains ;, and renews his promiſe to Serah of a ſon. 


ND the Lord appeared unto him, that is, Abra- : 


ham, in the plains of Mamre: and he ſat in the 


tent door in the heat of the day, for the ſake of being 
2 cool; And he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three 


men ſtood by him: and when he ſaw them, ] he ran in 
the moſt friendly manner to meet them from the tent door, 
and as they appeared to be perſons of rank and reſpectability, 


3 he bowed himſelf toward the ground, And faid to one _ 


who appeared 70 be the chief, and who Was probably Chrift, 
by 


I . \ . 
, Angels in human form; tf the apoſtle aſſures us they were, 


His, xili. 2— 


10 


84 


G E N E 8 1 8. XVIII. 


by whoin God had manife fed himſelf to men, My Lord, if 
now 1 have found favour in thy ſight, paſs not away, [ 
pray thee, from thy ſervant: Let a little water, I pray 
you, be fetched, and waſh your feet,“ and reſt yourſelves 
under the tree, where it is cool and ſhady : And I will 
fetch a morſel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; 


after that ye ſhall paſs on: for therefore, [ preſume, 


are ye come to your ſervant. And they ſaid, So do, as 


he took butter, and milk, and part of the calf which he 
had drefled, and ſet [it] before them; and he ftood by 
them under the Gs to Wait upon them, and 585 did 
cat. 8 
And they aid unto him, Where [is] Sarah thy 
wife? And he faid, Behold, in the tent. Surpriſed ib 
hear them call her by name, he began to think his gueſts were 
more than common ones, And he, who appeared as the 
: repreſentative of God, faid, I will certainly return unto 


lo, Sarah thy wife ſhall have a ſon, And Sarah heard 
[it] in the Rp door, which [was] behind him. Now 
Abraham and Sarah [were] old, [and] well ſtricken in 
ape; [and] it ceaſed to be with Sarah after the manner 
of women. Therefore Sarah, not knowing her gueſts, 
laughed, or ſmiled, within herſelf, and doubted of what 

Was Fanny ſaying, After J am waxed old ſhall I have 
pleaſure, my lord being old alſo? And the Lok p, % 
Ener the thoughts of Sarah, ſaid unto Abraham, by lie 
angel that On him, Wherefore did Sarah laugh, 


2 : and 


4 This was - and very ation in thoſe hot countrics, - 
where they wore ſandals, or went barefoot. 


© This gives us a beautiful idea of antient hoſpitality, when 


11 


. 12 


3 


thou haſt ſaid.* And Abraham haſtened into the tent 
unto Sarah, and ſaid, Make ready quickly three mea. 
ſures of 1 meal, knead [it,] and make cakes upon 
the hearth, or hot ſtone. And Abraham ran unto the 
herd, and fetched a calf tender and good, and gave [it! 


unto a young man: and he haſted to dreſs it. And 


thee according to the time of life, or in due time; and, 


there were no ſuch places of entertainment as we have. 


f A delightful inſtance of the ſimplicity of antient times. 80 
Howes repreſents Achilles as ſerving up, with his own hand, 2 


diſh 


that I MES: had been ces. + 
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and treat the promiſe with derifion, ſaying, Shall of a 
[4 ſurety bear a child, which am old? Is any thing too 
hard for the Lory? At the time appointed will 1 
| return unto thee, according to the time of life, and 
15 Sarah ſhall have a ſon. Then Sarah came forward, and 
| being in confuſion, denied it, ſay ing, 1 laughed not; for 
| ſhe was afraid. And he faid, Nay; but thou didſt 
16 laugh.“ And the men roſe up from thence, and look- 
| ed toward Sodom, where they had an awful commiſſion to 
execute: and Abraham, to ſhow his Teſpet?, went with 
; om to bring them on the way. 
17 And the Lox ſaid zo he angels who attended lim, ſhall - 
. 18 I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing 
that Abraham ſhall ſurely become a great and mighty 
nation, and all the nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
| in him? Since I have promiſed to do greater matters for 
; 9 him than this, why ſhould F hide this from him? For ! 
F know that 1 ſhall not acquaint him with this in vain, 1 
Luo that he will command his children and his houſe- 
| hold after him, that they ſhall keep the way of the 
| Lox, to do juſtice and judgment; that the Log 
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath On. : 
of him. T 
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1. ET us imitate Abraham 8 a} in a ad 

N neſs to do good offices. This is Paul's inference 
from this ſtory, in Heb. xiii. 2. Be not forgetful to entertain 
| ſtrangers, for thereby ſome have entertained angels unatoares. 
Abraham did not ſtay to be aſked; but ſeeing theſe travellers 
© weary and faint,- he haſtened to invite · and relieve them. 
He did it with great modeſty and humility; Let me fetch 
a little water and a morſel of bread; he ſaid nothing of the _ 
| proviſions he intended; he treated them with great decency 
and hoſpitality, and waited on them himſelf, tho? a prince 
who had vanquiſhed kings, Thus we ſhould learn to do 
* good and to communicate, Thoſe whom providence hath 


62 bed. 


F k She 3 8 repented and believed the promiſe, for the => 
& apoſtle commends ber faith, Heb, xi. 11: zach 
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bleſſed with bunden ſhould be liberal and generous, the 


cere and hearty, without grudging. Here was no luxurious 
entertainment, no coſtly niceties, but all was plain and 
friendly. A good example of temperance and friendlineſs 
united. Luxurious entertainments are not inſtances of re. 


ſpect; they are often the cauſe of fin in thoſe who partake of 


them. While we imitate this good patriarch's charity and 
_ generoſity, let us alſo imitate his plainneſs and ſimplicity, 


and avoid thoſe dainties which are ſo often deceitful meat. 
2, Let the daughters of Abraham learn to be in ſub- 


| Jection to their huſbands. This is the apoſtle's inference 
from this ſtory, 1 Peter iii. 1, 5, 6. Likewiſe ye wives be in 
ſubjection to your own huſbands in all things lawful, even a; 

| Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him, whenever ſhe ſpoke of 
him, her lord, tho' ſhe was of the ſame family, and greatly 
honcured both by God and men, as well as Abraham. 
Remember this excellent woman, whoſe daughters ye in- 
deed are as long as ye do well, and are not afraid with any 
amazement; are not led haftily or ee thro! 
ſhame or fear, to ſay or do what is wrong. 5 
3. Let us imitate Abraham in a religious care of our 
families, v. 19. This was a bright part of his character; 
I know Abraham, ſays the Lord, that he will command his 
children and his houſehold to keep the way of the Lord, to do 
juſtice and judgment. God himſelf approved of this, that 
he taught them diligently; ; that his principal care was 
about practical religion, to keep the way of the Lord, and 
dq juſtice and judgment; that he added his authority to 
his inſtructions, and inſiſted upon it, as a qualification for 

a place in his family. All heads of families ſhould imitate 
this example, and take care of their ſervants as well as 
their children; they have fouls to be looked after, and in 

| minding our buſineſs they too often negle& thoſe ſouls. 
We ſhould guard them againſt ſuch an error; not labour 
to fill their heads with notions and ſpeculations, as too 
many parents and maſters do; but, like Abraham, teach 
them thoſe things they can un: ierſtand and practiſe; to keep 
God's ways, to be devout, and do juſtice and judgment; 
to be honeſt in their dealings, and falchful to their pro- 
miſes. Let us be concerned, like Abraham, that religion 


may ; 


I/ UF XVIII. . 
ö may flouriſh when we are gone; and therefore command 
our houſehold to keep God's ways when we are taken from 
them. This is the way to ſecure God's favour, to enjoy 
bis gracious preſence i in this world, and ! in that Which 1 is to 
; come. 


— 


C H A b. XVIII. 20, to the end. 


j Gid 1. acquaints Abraham with his intention to 1 an 
and the cities of the plain; upon which Aer ahain laub 
and Sevlerged intercedes for them. 


ND the Logo ſaid, Becauſe the « cry, the 7 ins and 
provocations, of Sodom and Gomorrah is great," 
| and Verde their ſin is very grievous; therefore, to 
| 21 ſpeak after the manner of men, I will go down now, and 
5 inquire into the truth of the thing, whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me; and if not, I will know ; I will make a 
_ frria ſerutiny,.. that my juſtice as well as my righteous juds- 
| 22 ment may appear. And the men, that is, two of the three, 
who were angels, turned their faces from thence, and 
went toward Sodom : but Abraham ſtood In before 8 
* the n,; gi: 
23 And Abraham drew near, cpi reverence and humble 
1 confidence, and ſaid, Wilt thou alſo deſtroy the righteous = 
| 24 with the wicked ? 'T; am ſure thou wilt not. Peradven- 
ture there be fifty righteous within the city, in all the 
cities, the chief being put for all the reſt: wilt thou 
alſo deſtroy and not ſpare the place for the hfty _ 
25 righteous that [are] therein? That be far from thee 
to do after this manner, to ſlay the righteous with 
the wicked: and that the righteous ſhould be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee : Shall not the judge 
of all the earth do right, deal in that moderate and equit- No 


able Way, which God is s Pleaſed to uſe 711 the x Jang 4 men? 
G4 And 


* J Theſe two cities only are mentioned, becauſe tho ey were the 
chief, and perhaps the moſt wicked. 


i Sometimes the righteous are taken away in pabli ick exlamities BY 


der then ! it is in mercy to them. 
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2 00- And the Lonp faid, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 


within the city, then I will ſpare all the place for their 


27 ſakes. And Abraham anſwered and ſaid, Behold now, 
I haye iaken upon me to Tpeak unto the Loxn, which 
28 [am but] duſt and aſhes." Peradventure there ſhall 
lack five of the fifty righteous : wilt thou deftroy all 
the city for [lack of] five? And he ſaid, If I find there 
29 forty and five, I will not deſtroy [it.] And he ſpake 
Aunto him yet again, and faid, Peradventure there ſhall | 
be forty found there. And he faid, I will not do [it] 
3o for forty's fake, And he ſaid [unto him,] Oh let not 
the Loay be angry, and I will ſpeak : Peradventure 
there ſhall thirty be found there. And he faid, I will 
31 not do [it,] if I find thirty there. And he ſaid, Behold 
now, I have taken upon me to ſpeak unto the Lap: 
Peeradventure there ſhall be twenty found there. And 
32 he ſaid, I will not deſtroy [it] for twenty's ſake. And 
be ſaid, Oh let not the Loxp be angry, and I will ſpeak 
et but this once: Peradventure ten ſhall be found _ 
here. And he faid, 1 will not deſtroy [it] for ten- I 
fake. Abraham could not in decency proceed any further, 
and he might reaſonably hope that in all the cities there were 
441 leafs len righteous perſons, including Lot and his family. 
TR 33 And the Loxp went his way, withdrew the tokens of his 
preſence, and diſappeared, as ſoon as he had left com- 
muning with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto 


* Lana to watt the event. 


REFLECTIONS. 


The nearer we approach to Ged, the more ſenſible we are 
of our Own mangels and vileneſs. | 


a learn from hence, kuoaliry i in all our 44. . 
IL dreffes to God. This was an amiable part of Abra. 
; inte s character; How ſhall I, who am duſt and aſhes, mean 
and vile, take upon me 10 ſpear unto thee ? It becomes us thus 
do draw nigh to God, with reverence and godly fear; to ac- 
Eknovledge our eee and ſinfulneſs, and the vaſt dif. _ 
| tance there is between God and us. Let us not be rude in the 
© vine preſence, or ruſh. into it as the horſe into the battle, 


but 


but confidet Him with whom we have to do. How admira- 


ple is his condeſcenſion to ſuffer us to come into his pre- 
S ſence and to ſpeak to him, yea, plead with him, as a 


man with his friend! Well may we come before the Lord, 


| as David did, and fay, Who am I, O Lord, and what is 

| my houſe, thet thou haſt brought me hitherto! Well may we 

| break out in a holy ſtrain of gratitude, and ſay, Thanks be 

| t7 Cod for Feſus Chriſt, thre whom we have acceſs with humble 
confidence, and can come with an holy boldneſs to the throne * . 


Þ fact, ts ſeek mercy, and grace to help in every time of need. 


| 2, We ſee how highly God efteems and regards the 

1 righteous : if only ten righteous perſons had been found in 
| Sodom, it would have been ſaved. Good men are the de- 
| fence of a nation; better than the chariots of Ifracl, and 


the horſemen therebf. They are bleſſings to any place or 


neighbourhood; and when they are removed, our glory and 
ſecurity are taken away. Thoſe who think otherwiſe, and 


perſecute or oppreſs them, are cutting the bough on which 


they themſelves ſtand. See in this inſtance how acceptable 
their piety is to God; He would ſpore the wicked for their 

{ ſake, The ſaints are the excellent ones of the earth, and 

| our delight ſhould be in them. And if in the midſt of 
publick calamities the righteous ſhould be taken 8 it 7 


is in mercy to them. 


3. Me ſee the aſtoniſhing efficacy of prayer. It had it in 
this inſtance great honour put upon it, and met with great 
| ſucceſs. God was pleaſed to come down to very low terme 

| indeed; nor even then left off granting till Abraham was 

| quite aſhamed, and could aſk no more. Let this encourage = 
1 to intercede for our own land, where there are ſo many _ 

F righteous perſons ; let us ſtand in the breach, and lift up holy = 

| — hands without wrath or doubting. Tt is a ſad thing indeed when 

| the times are ſo bad, that the prayers of the remaining few 
will not prevail. Let us ſtir up ourſelves to call upon God; . 
| and let the ſucceſs of Abraham's petitions in behalf of _ 
wicked Sodom, excite our hope and humble boldneſs. 
| Above all, let the long-ſuffering, the compaſſion, the good- 
neſs, and mercy of God, confirm our faith and confidence e 


that we ſhall not ek his face 1 in vain. 
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. What 


_ GENESIS. IX. 


„What great reaſon have we all to rejoice in the i inter* 
calc of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ! If the prayer of a righte. 
ous man availeth much; if the prayer of Abraham almoſt 
prevailed for Sodom; if the prayer of Moſes fo often de. 
livered Ifrael ; how much more reaſon have we to hope, 
that the interceſſion of our great High Prieſt, the Son of 
God, _ is paſſed into the heavens for us, ſhall be ſuc. 


8 ceſsful | ? He offers the prayers of all the ſaints, mixed with his | 


much incenſe, and him the father heareth always. In his name 


let us intercede for our country, and for our own ſouls for 


whatſoever we aſk of the F ather in his name, it ſhall be 5 
done unto us. | 


'C H A P. XIX. 142. 
Contains | an account of Lots entertainment of the angels; 3 the 


"ROE attempt that was made upon them ; and the deliver- 5 
* ance. of Lot from this wicked Place. e - 


ND there came two angels! to Sodom at even; 3 
A and Lot fat in the gate of Sodom, probably to 
invite ſtrangers, knowing how apt his townſmen were to 

aſe lem; and Lot ſeeing [them] make a reſpedtable 
appearance, roſe up to meet them; and he bowed him- 

2 ſelf with his face toward the ground; And he ſaid, Be- 
hold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into your ſer- 


vant's houſe, and tarry all night, and waſh your feet, L 


and ye ſhall riſe up early, and go on your ways. And 
they faid, Nay ; but we will abide in the ſtreet all night, 
3 which was common in thoſe hot countries. And he, knowing 
the danger of being expoſed all night in Sodom, preſſed up- 
on them greatly; and they turned in unto him, and 
entered into his houſe; and he made them a feaſt, of 
uchi proviſions as he had, and did bake unleavened bread, 
and they aid cat. 5 
4 But à moſt horrible attempt v Was FD” upon Hſe n 

before they lay down, for the men of the city, ſeven! 

the men of Rouen. Fan the houſe round, both 
old 


1 | Pechaps thoſe two who had departed tw Abraham, oe: 
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old and young, all the people from every quarter: 
5 and they called unto Lot, and faid unto him, Where 
are] the men which came in to thee this night? bring 
them out unto us, that we may know them. T ey were, 
as Paul expreſſes it, Rom. i 17. given up to vik offettions, 
burning in luſt one toward another; men with men, working 
BF 6 that which vas unſeemly. And Lot went out at the 
| + door unto them, and ſhut the door after him, And 
-  taid, I pray you, brethren, do not fo wickedly; with 


8 bring them out unto you, and do ye to them as 
lis] good in your eyes: only unto theſe men do no- 
thing; for therefore came they under the ſhadow of my 


1 9 roof.” And they ſaid, in the height of rage aud reſent- 
ment, Stand back. And they faid [again,] This one 
[fellow] came in to ſojourn, and he will needs be a 

Judge: now will we deal worſe with thee, than with 


* * 
* 


—_ wearied themſelves to find the door 
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and what he ought not to have made; it was doing evil that 
good might come. Of two evils we may chooſe the lealt, but of 
two ſins we muit chooſe neither. 
n Not with the loſs of ther. ey es, but with 2 great limnef, 
or a thick dark miſt. MIT 8 


ail tender neſs and earneftneſs, beſeeching them to refrain . 
8 from their wired deſigns. Behold now, I have two 
daughters which have not known man; let me, I praß 


them. And they preſſed ſore upon the man, [even] 
FR. 10 Lot, and came near to break the door, But the men, 
tie 100 angels, put forth their hand, and pulled Lot 
BH 11 into the houſe to them, and ſhut to the door. And 
they ſmote the men that [were] at the door of the 
houſe with blindneſs, both ſmall and great: ſo that 


And the men, that is, the angels, ſaid unto Lot, . 
" Hat thou here any relations beſides? ſon in law, and 
"hy ſons, and thy daughters, and whatſoever thou haſt 
in the city, bring [them] out of this place; h. they 
ſhould be wicked, we have commiſſion to ſhow them mercy 
a 3 for thy ſake : For we will deſtroy this place, becauſe 
the cry of the ſins of them is waxen great before the 
face of the Lox D; and the Loxp hath ſent us to deſtroy 
T 14 it. And Lot went out, and ſpake unto his ge in-- 
aw, 


2 This was, endoobredly. a very unwarrantable oſſer in ban 
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law, which married his daughters, or were betrathed to 
them, v. 8. and, notwithſtanding the danger to which he 
expoſed himſelf, expoſtulated with them, and ſaid, Up, get 
you out of this place; for the LoR D will deſtroy this 
city. But he ſeemed as one that mocked unto his ſons 
im law, and they made a jeſt of his warning. ; 
15 And when the morning aroſe, bin the angels E 
haaſtened Lot; ſaying, Ariſe, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which are here; leſt thou be confine? | 
26 in the iniquity or puniſhment of the city, And while he 
| lingered, perhaps defirous of ſaving ſome others, or praying 
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God to ſpare the city, the men laid hold upon his hand. 3 
and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the hand of 2 
his two daughters; the Logp being merciful unto him: e 
and they brought him forth, and ſet him without the I . 
E ; 17 city. And it came to paſs, when they had brought W 
bhem forth abroad, that he, one of the angels, ſaid, E-. W 
=_— ſcape for thy life; look not behind thee, neither ſta ß 
tos in all the plain; eſcape to the mountain, leſt thou = 
18 be conſumed. And Lot faid unto them, Oh, not flo, | 
19 my Lord: Behold now, thy ſervant hath found grace 


iin thy ſight, and thou haſt magnified thy mercy, which 
thou haſt ſhowed unto me in ſaving my life; and I can- 
not eſcape to the mountain, leſt ſome evil take me, and 
20 1 die before I can get there: Behold now, this city, called 
Bela, [18] near to flee unto, and it lis] a little one: ane 
therefore as its inhabitants, fo its fins are fewer: oh, let 
me eſcape thither, ([1s] it not a little one?) and my foul _ 
: 21 ſhall live, /ha!l rejoice and be cheerful, And he, that is, God, 
aid unto him by he angel, See, I have accepted thee, 
granted thy requeſt concerning this thing alſo, that Iwill 
not overthrow this city, for the which thou haſt ſpoken; 
NF „5 much do I regard the prayers of iy people, for their ſafety — 
22 ond happineſs. Haſte thee, eſcape thitherz for I can- 
not do any thing till thou be come thither, becauſe of 
| God's promiſe to ſave thee from the deſtruction. Therefore 


From that lime the name of the city vx Was called Zoar, that 
| 165 a ttive « one. . 
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REFLECTIONS. 


1. E fi in ; theſe verſes, what monſtrous wickedneſs 


the human nature is capable of, We cannot 
think of it without horror, that the men of Sodom, young 
and old, ſhould attempt the commiſſion of ſuch a crime in 


ſuch an open and impudent manner. When men declare 
their fin like Sodom, they muſt be daring ſinners indeed. 
Pride, fulneſs of bread, and much idleneſs, led thoſe ex- 

ceeding great ſinners to ſuch a pitch of wickedneſs; their 
habitual practice of fin, took away the horror of it. Filthy 


converſation and unlawful deeds the apoſtle Peter char ges : 


them with. Theſe wretches were not aſhamed, neither 
could they bluſh, Their wickedneſs was oreatly apgra- 
vated by the temporal bleſſings which God had beſtowed 


upon them, and by the example and reproofs of Lot; but 


they continued in the practice of the moſt vile and un- 


natural wickedneſs, till wrath came upon then 19 the uttermoſt. = 


Let us bewail their degeneracy and avoid SY Appearance 8 


of ſuch evil. | 
2. Obſerve hers. with pleaſure God's. care of a good 


man, and his favour to him. This is the apoſtle's in- 
ference in 2 Peter ii, 7, 8, 9, where he ſays, God delivered 
Juſt Lot, vexed with the filth Ty "converſation of the wicked : and 
infers, The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temp- _ 
tations, and to reſerve the wijuſt unto the day of judgment to 
be puniſhed. Lot lived in a wicked place, and kept himſelf 
pure; he did not follow a multitude to do evil; but was 
” {ingularly holy, and reproved them by his preaching and- --: 
© cxample; and God ſhowed ſuch a regard for him, and his 
© promiſes to him, that he ſays, v. 22. I cannot do amy thing - 
=” till thou art ſafe. He would her let them all eſcape, 
4 than hurt him. How precious are the lives of good men 
in the ſight of God! He will take care that they are pre- 
ſerved. Thoſe who like Lot, mourn for the abomination 
| of the times and places where they live, ſhall have a mark 
ſet upon them before the deſtroying angel goes forth; and 
he ſhall not come near any man on whom that mark is 
found; he will ſpare them now, and when the day comes, 


10 
. 


ings with his people in general. 
to convince them of the evil of fn. and exhort them to flee 
from the wrath to come ; yet ſometimes, when they believe 
the mage, they linger, and are too much attached to 
earth and ſenſe; but God being merciful to them, as was 
here ſaid of Lot, repeats the warning, takes them by the 
hand, and pulls them out. Their ſalvation is to be aſcrib- 
ed to God's mercy ; they are ſaved by grace. 
not brought them out, they would have lingered ſtill, and 
We are exhorted to eſeape * 
our lives, as we prize the life of our ſouls, and deſire eter- 
We are not to look behind, to ſlacken our pace, 
or hearken to the allurements of the world; but eſcape to 
the mountain; reach toward Chriſt and heaven; and take 
up with nothing ſhort of it. 


_ periſhed with the ungodly, 


1 
| 
. 
| 
T 
N 
A 
N 


. 


in which he maketh up his jewels, he will honour and re- 
ward them. Let this engage us to be blameleſs and harmleſs, 


the ſons of God without . in * miaſt of 4 a crooked and ; 
perverſe generation. 


3. God's dealings with Lot are ah emblem of his deat. 


nal life. 


— 


— 


CHAP. XIX. 


23, to he end. 


8 75 2 defrudtion of Sodom and the cities of the plain; 5 d fone 


unhappy circumſtances relating to Lot's family. 


boden immediate power, and not according to the common 


3 255 courſe of r And he overthrew thoſe cities, and 
_—_ ele. "2 


He hath ſent meſſengers 


If God had 


That is a neceſſary exhorta- 
tion, work out your 0wn ſalvation; for we are too prone to 
trifle, tho? we know we are in danger of being conſumed; 
and that is a moſt encouraging promiſe which follows it, 


5 ks God will work in us to will end to 4⁰ fs fs e e 8 


HE. ſun was riſen upon the earth when Lot en- 
tered into Zoar; it was a fine bright morning, and _ 
{Wo appearance of the ſtorm that was juſt going to Tall. 5 
2 Then the Loxp rained upon Sodom and upon Go- 
morrah, and upon Admah and Zeboim, hail and lightning, 
| brimſtone and fire from the Logp out of heaven, by his 
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GENESIS. XIX 38 
all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and 
that which grew upon the ground.“ 


26 But his wife looked back from behind him, out of 


cariaf ity, unbelief, and a covetous deſire of what ſhe had 
. behind, and ſhe became a pillar of ſalt.?ꝰ 


27 And Abraham gat up early in the morning, fall of 


anxiety to know the event, and he haſtened to the place 

28 where he ſtood before the Logy: And he looked to- 
ward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of 
the plain, and beheld, and, lo, the ſmoke of the coun- 
try went up as the ſmoke of a furnace. 


29 And it came to paſs, when God deſtroyed the cities 


of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, his ir- 
terceſſiun and the promiſe made to him, and Lot's relation 
to him, and he ſent Lot out of the midft of the over- 
throw, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot 
dwelt, This intimates that Lot, tho* a good man upon the 
voile, yet had deſerved to periſh with this wicked people, 
becauſe he fixed his reſidence among them from worldly views ; 


30 and alſo that he was ſaved for Abraham's ſake. And Lot 
went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and 


his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in 

Zoar, leſt the people of that place ſhould fall upon him, as 

the cauſe of the deſtrufiion of Sodom and he dwelt 1 in na 
cave, he and his two daughters. 2 


21 And the firſt born ſaid unto the younger, Our father 


is] old, and [there is] not a man in the earth to come 
in unto us after the manner of all the earth; e live ere 

i a cave without the ſociety of any but ourſelves, and it is 
all one to us as if there was not a man upon the face F. bie 


32 earth: Come, let us make our father drink wine, ang 


we will lie with him, that we may preſerve ſeed of our 


33 father, And "ey. made their father drink wine that 


T6 
= The plein where they ood. was changed i into a ulphureous | 


| lake, called the Dead Sea. 


»The lightning blaſted her. Shen Was truck dead; but not thrown 
down, She ſtood erect like a pillar or ſtatue. The brimſtone and”. 
ſalt which were rained down, fell upon her, and not only cruſted her 
over, but penetrated thro? her whole body. Thus ſhe was inſtantly 
petrified; changed into a ſubſtance that would endure for many 
ages; a metallic ſalt. Joszeavs tells us he himſelf had ſcen it. 

3 Which 8 27 nad Drought. from Zoar. 
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night: and the firſt born went in; and lay with her fa- 
ther; and he perceived not when ſhe lay down, nor 
l.: when ſhe aroſe. Drunkenneſs drowns the underſtanding, 
| 34 ſenſes, conſcience, and all. And it came to paſs on the 
mmorrow, that the firſt born ſaid unto the younger, Be- 
= hold, I lay yeſternight with my father: let us make 
im drink wine this night alſo; and go thou in, [and] 
. lle with him, that we may preſerve ſeed of our father. 
Ut 35 And they made their father drink wine that night alſo: 
and l the younger aroſe, and lay with him; and he per- 
* ceived not when ſhe lay down, nor when ſhe aroſe. 
36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by 
37 their father.“ And the firſt born bare a ſon, and cal- 
led his name Moab, that is, a child from my father . the 
fame [is] the father of the Moabites unto this day. 
238 And the younger, ſhe alſo bare a fon, and called his 
We name Ben-ammi, Hat is, the ſon of my prople, and not of 
24 ſtranger : the ſame [is] the father of the children of 
„Ammon unto this day. We read no more of Lot, and 
3 hope he repented; but it was a ſhameful crime, with tie 
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I. I ET us think of the terrible judgment that ſhall 
5 IL overtake all the wicked, illuſtrated by the deſtruſ- 
tion of Sodom. This was deſigned to be a ſtanding mar 

1 of the diſpleaſure of God againſt fin, eſpecially the luſt of 

Wo uncleanneſs; and it is made an example of the ruin of many 

naations that rebel againſt God. Thoſe people ſuffered the 
vengeance of eternal fire; and their deſtruction is an em- 
blem of that which ſhall come upon all the ungodly. Ac- 
cordingly, hell is repreſented as a lake that burneth with fire 

Some writers have endeavoured to excuſe the ſcandal of this 

Rory, by ſaying, They were influenced by a deſire of being the MW 
| 8 remote parents of the Mefliah ; and urged that they lived chaſtelß 

3 in Sodom; that they joined in the contrivance, which guilty per- 

1 ſons in ſuch a caſe would not do; and that they perpetuated 

the fact in the names of the children: but it is to be feared they 


| had no ſuch expectations; and whatever their pretence was, their 
conduct was ſhamefully wicked. . e e 
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and brimſtone. They have frequent warnings from the 


righteous men that live among them, but they are diſre- 
garded. Miniſters call to ſinners to turn and live; ſay un- 
to them, as Lot did to his ſons, Up, and get ye out of this 


Place; but they ſeem as thoſe that moch; they think them 


in jeſt, or deſpiſe their remortirances. God's bowels 
yearn over them, as well as men's; and he lays, How ſhall _ 
1 give thee up? but they refuſe his offer; they think them. 
ſelves ſecure, till ſudden deſtruction comerh- upon them. 


They are engaged in their worldly concerns or pleaſures; WM 


and the ſun of proſperity ſhines brightly upon them ; but 


the breath of the Lord kindleth a ſtream of brimſtone be- 
fore they are aware. Our Lord illuſtrates the deſtruction 


of ſinners by this ſtory, in Luke xvii. 28. Let wicked : 
men promiſe themſelves ever ſo much peace and happineſs, : 


and go on ever fo daringly and impudently in fin, it is cer- 


tain, as it is expreſſed P/alm xi. 6. Upon the wicked God ſhall 
rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt, What 
a fearful thing is it to fall into the hands of the living God! 
who hath ſuch ſtores of vengeance; who can kindle a fire 


in his anger, that ſhall burn to the loweſt hell! Be warned De 
therefore, O ſinners, and eſcape for your lives to the rock 


of refuge; vor be aſſured, as our Lord himſelf argued, that 
after all theſe warnings, it will be more #alerabl: for Sodom 


and Gomorrah in the day of judgment, than for you. 


2. Remember Lot's wife; as Chriſt exhorts us, Luke 
xvii. 32. She was puniſhed for lingering, when ſhe ſhould 
have fled; for loving the things of the world, and turning 
back from the path which God had appointed. Tho the 


wife of a good man, and remarkably favoured by her de- 
| liverance from Sodom, yet ſhe was deſtroyed, and made 2 
monument of wrath to future generations. Let us fly 
earneſtly for refuge, and lay hold on the hope that is ſet before 


1; guarding againſt the prevailing love of the world, and 
lacrificing every thing to the welfare of the ſoul ; not drawing | 


bach, leſt it be to perdition; but ſetting our faces Zion-ward, 
and preſſing on to the kingdom of heaven. Linger not in 
the plains of deſtruction, or in the practice of ſin. God 


hath declared, If any man draw bac, my foul ſhell have no 


| pleaſure in him.” Let us then forget what is behind, and 
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Preſs on to thoſe things that are before, toward the mark for the 


Prize of our high calling ; conſidering, What is a man pro Med 
f he goin the whole war d, and loſe his own ſoul ? 


3. It is a happy thing to be nearly allied to thoſe who 


are eminent for religion, Lot's ſons in law and daughters 


would have been ſaved for his ſake, if they had taken the 


warning; but they would not. God ſaved Lot for Abra- 
| ham's fake, in anſwer to the prayers of this his pious rela- 


tive, v. 29. The relations of good men often fare better for 
their prayers and interceſſions; it is frequently ſo with re- 
gard to temporal concerns, and would be often ſo in ſpiritual 


things, if it were not their own fault. It will therefore be 
our wiſdom to form alliances with thoſe only who fear God 

aud work righteouſneſs, and from whoſe prayers, counſels, 
_ examples we may expect the greateſt advantage. 


4. We ſee the odious and enſnaring fin of drunken- 
neſs. A certain writer againſt the ſcriptures, has ventur- 


ed to aſſert, that there is nothing in the Mofaic law to diſ- 
courage this vice. But, beſides ſeveral other paſſages that 
might be mentioned, this ſtory itſelf anſwers that objec- 


tion. We ſee how big it is with all manner of miſchief. It: 
is bad in itſelf; diſhonourable to our rational natures; an 


ungrateful abuſe of the kindneſs of God, in giving ſuch | 


things for our refreſhment and entertainment; and an in- 
let to all manner of vice. ,It makes the tongue pervert 
right things; and a perſon, who is in the main good, when 
overtaken with this fault, may be guilty of ſuch actions as 


will bring perpetual ſhame on himſelf; a great reproach on 
his profeſſion 3 and may make him go mourning all his 


Gy.” Jonny does the pious FIERBERT lay, 


* He war 1 en, may his mother Kill 
Big with his ſiſter: He hath loſt the reins, 
Is outlaw'd by himſelf. All kind of i 5 
Did with his liquor llide into bis 1 veins.“ 


bf hus Lot, 2 had kept kirsch pure aid all the 4. 


bauchery of Sodom, when he was drunk commits inceſt 
with his own daughters. A man may be guilty of ſuch faults 


in ſimilar circumſtances, of which, if he were told before, 


he would fay, 1s thy ſervant a dog, that he ſhould do ſuch things 
= 8 . as 
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as Yheſe? Perſons cannot be too much on their guard againſt 
ſo frequent and ſo abominable a practice. Be not drunk with 


= ſtances as theſe before their eyes, go on to add arunkenneſs to 
= thirſt, make a god of their belly, and dethrone their reaſon, 
let them remember what the apoſtle declares, that ſuch 
perſons fhall not inherit the kingdom of God. Let us conclude 
with the exhortation of our Lord in Luke xxi. 34. Toke 
heed to yourſetves, leſt at any time your hearts be overcharged 
with ſurfeiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares 9. this life, and jo 
that day come upon you UNAWATES, 


Wr ; 7 a a l 


8 


CHAP. XX. 


The progreſs of Abraham's kiftory hath been a little interrutiad 
Ey the account of the deſtruction of Sodom; but here wwe return 
to it again, and find him a ſecond time denying his wife; 
Abimelecli takes her; is reproved of God for it; and, offer 

1 N with Abraham, reſtores her to him. 


ND Abraham, fler reſiding at Mamre fourteen 
years, journeyed from thence toward the ſouth 
= country, and dwelled between the two deſerts Kadeſh and 
= Shur, and ſojourned in Gerar, @ city of the Philiſtines, 
2 ſouth of Canaan. And Abraham unaccountably fell into the 
ame fin which he had before been guilty of in Egypt, and ſaid 
of Sarah his wife, She [is] my ſiſter: and Abimelech* 
king of Gerar ſent, and took Sarah : ſhe was ſtill 
beautiful, tho" ninety years old; and the king took her, per- 
3 haps by force, to make her his wife, But God came to 
Abimelech in a dream by night, and ſaid to him, Be- 
hold, thou [art but] a dead man, for the woman which 
thou haſt taken, if thou reſtore her not; for ſhe [1s] a 
4 man's wife. But Abimelech had not come near her: 
and, being thus made ſenſible of the wrong he had done, 
and fearful. leſt His people ay ſuffer for it, he ſaid, 


2 Lonp, 


* 


s Probably the ſtench of Fs lake was ifagreeable; and Lot's 
_ inceſt had brought a reproach upon him and his religion. 

t A name common to all the kings of Paleſtine, as Pharaoh was to 
the kings of Egypt. It fignifies, my father is king. Calmet. EDiT, 
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Lokb, wilt thou ſlay alſo a righteous nation, who ore 
innocent as to this point ? Said he not unto me, She [is 


my fiſter ? and ſhe, even ſhe herſelf ſaid, He [is] my 


brother: in the integrity of my heart and i innocency of 


my hands have I done this; 1 had no adulterous deſign in 
the leaſt init; I meant nothing but what was honeſt, And 


God ſaid unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou 
didſt this in the integrity of thy heart; for I alſo with- 
held thee from ſinning againſt me: therefore ſuffered 1 ! 


thee not to touch her. Now therefore reſtore the man 


[his] wife; for he [is] a prophet, an interpreter of my 


will, and one who is very dear to me, therefore the injury 
done to him ] confider as done to myſelf, and if thou wil; 
reſtore her, he ſhall pray for thee, and I will hear him, and 
thou ſhalt live: and if thou reſtore [her] not, know 
thou that thou ſhalt ſurely die, thou, and all that [are] 


_ thine. Thus God reproved kings for his ſake, Therefore 


Abimelech roſe early in the morning, and called all his 
ſervants, and told all theſe things 1 in their e cars: and the 
men were ſore afraid. 


Then Abimelech called Ab and laid v unto bim, 


What haſt thou done unto us? how great a danger haſt 


thou expoſed us to! and in what have I offended thee, that 
thou haſt brought on me and on my kingdom a great ſin, 


vr puniſhment ? thou haſt done deeds unto me that ought 


not to be done, hat were neither honourable nor juſtifiable. | 


10 


And Abimelech ſaid unto Abraham, What levity or im- N 


purity ſaweſt thou in us, that thou haſt done this thing, 
that hath moved thee to deal thus with us? And Abraham 
| faid, Becauſe I thought, Surely the fear of God, a prin- 


ciple of real religion, [is] not in this place: they will be 


125 u 


guilty of any violence, and perhaps they will lay me for 
my wife's ſake. And yet indeed [ſhe is] my ſiſter; ſne 
lis] the grand daughter of my father Terah, but not 
the daughter of my mother; and ſhe became my wife. 
And it came to paſs, when God cauſed me to wander 


from wy father 8 I that I Raich unto her, This [15] 
When Haran, ber own 8 FEY ſhe fad, with Terah, 


her grandfather, who was alſo Abraham's father ; and thus living 
as brother and ſilter 1 in the ſame family, in time ſhe became his 


wife. 
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thy kindneſs which thou ſhalt ſhow unto me; at every 

place whither we ſhall come, lay of me, He (is] my 
brother.“ 

; 14 And Abimelech took ſheep, and oxen, 284 men 
ſervants, and women ſervants, and gave [them] unto 
15 Abraham, and reſtored him Sarah his wife, And 
Abimelech, being glad to have ſuch a prophet, and ſuch a 

friend of God near him, {aid, Behold, my land [is] before 
16 thee : dwell where it plcaſeth fide. And unto Sarah 
he faid, by way of reprosf, Behold, I have given him 
whom thou didſt call thy brother a thouſand [pieces] of 
ſilver: behold, he [is] to thee a covering of the eyes, 
unto all that [are] with thee, and with all [other;] 4 
defence of thy chaſtity, to ſecure thee from the eyes and 
addreſſes of all others, and therefore own hin hereafter : 
, thus he was reproved.“ = 
17 So Abraham prayed unto God : 2 God healed 
A bimelech, and his wife, and his maid ſervants, of 
the indiſpoſition under which they laboured; and they bare 
18 [children.] For the Lox had faſt cloſed up all the 


wWombs of the houſe of Abimelech, becauſe of Sarah 4 


Abraham's wife; God by 8 8 +, ng e. a 
e them win baren. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E ſhould be cautious of relapſing i into thoſe fins _ 
VV that we have been convinced of and humbled - 
for. Abraham did fo; and his guilt was aggravated by 
God's having formerly appeared for him in Pharaoh's 
court. It was ſtrange that he ſhould diſſemble again, when 


pM 


he had ſeen the viſion of God ſince that time, and had the 


promiſe of a child by Sarah too; yet he relapſed again. 
Lord, what is man! How painful 1 is it to obſerve the father 
of the faithful repeatedly equiyecnting | Let us avoid this 
33 3 es fin, 


„Abraham e it was his common practice, and therefore. 
he did not deſign to affront Abimelech; but it was done with a 
deſign to deceive, and therefore unjuſtifiable and ſinful. 

SD About one hundred and twenty five pounds. 

Or, as it is much better rendered by Dr. Kenx1icortrT, and is 
all things feet. the ruth. | Remarks, p. 12. Fölr, 
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ſin, and eſpecially be on our guard in thoſe inſtances in 
which we have fallen before. Paſt miſcarriages ſhould be 


as marks to prevent our making ſnipwreck of faith and a 


good conlicience. 


2. It is a great comfort to preſerve the eftimony of our 


own 3 ſo Abimelech did. He had no ill deſign, 


no intention of injuring Abraham or Sarah. Polygamy Was 
reckoned unlawtul even in thoſe days. Let us keep a con- 
| ſcience void of offence toward God and man. It will be 
our rejoicing in the day of evil: and then, if our hearts 
condemn us not, we ſnall have confidence toward God. If 
he knows that we act in the integrity of our hearts, it is 
happy for us, whether men will own it or not. Thoſe who 
doall uprightly, walk ſurely; and they may humbly hope, 

that God will keep them from ſinning againſt him, when 
they deſire to Know their duty, and avoid the appearance 
Z of evil. f 
85 We ſhould acknowledge it as a Feat mercy. to 15 | 
e from ſin, tho' it ſhould be by affliction. God 
5 often makes uſe of afflicting providences as a means of 
curing vicious inclinations; and thus he takes away the 


opportunity of our doing evil. Thoſe afflictions that kee 


us from fin are bleſſings indeed. God ſhould be praiſed for . 
reſtraining grace; and it ſhould be our daily prayer, t that 
he would not permit us to fall into temptation, but that 


he would deliver us from evil. 
4. The fear of God is a good reſtraint from fn U. 11: 


Abraham thought, Surely the fear of God is not in this place, and : 


they will flay me for my wife's ſake. The want of this principle 


introduces all manner of confuſion. Juſtly do our indict. 
ments ſay, concerning criminals, that they do ſo and fo, 
not having the fear of God. There i is no good to be expected 
without this. David ſays, Pſalm xxxvi. 1. The tranſgreſſion 
of the wicked ſaith within my heart, that there is no fear of 

_ God "were his eyes; whatever icy protels, their conduct faith 
ſo. An holy awe of God will keep us from fin, as in the 


caſe of Nehemiah, This did not ] becauſe of the fear of the Lord, 


If therefore we would avoid fin, and every appearance of 


evil, let us be in the fear of the Lord all the day long. 


5. Some- 
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Sometimes it is a ſnare to us to have 2 a bad opinion of 


others, and to ſuſpect their characters more than we ought. 
Abraham ſuſpected Abimelech, but without reaſon. He 


appears. to have been a man 55 great wiſdom, judgment, 


and integrity; not an idolater, but a worthipper of the true 
God, as "Melchizedek was. God converſed with him by 


dreams, and thus made known his will to him. It ſeems 


that he abhorred acultery „and had he known that Sarah 
was another man's wife, would not have attempted to take 
her, Perhaps Abraham might think, that Abimelech and 


his people did not tear God, "becauſe they were not circum- 


ciſed; had not the ſcal of God's covenant ; or did not offer 


| 6” or not {uch ſacrifices as he did. Uncharitableneſs 
leads to other fins ; particularly, to take wrong methods to 


ſecure ourſelves ; charity hopeth all things. There are, ſays 


e HENRY, many perſons that have more of the fear of 
God in their hearts than we think. Perhaps they are not 


called by our dividing names, nor wear our badges. They 
* are not of our opinion, and therefore we conclude that 
* they have not the fear of God in their hearts. But this 


* is injurious both to Chriſt and chriſtians, and makes us 


* obnoxious to the divine judgment. Once more, 


6. Let us learn to temper our rebukes with gentleneſs 
and kindneſs; thus Abimelech did. Men are apt to be 
diſpleaſed at a reproof, however jult it may be; and there- 
fore we ought to mingle it with kindneſs : when we do fo, 
they will hearken the better, and believe we have a good ä 
deſign. Many a reproof loſes its force, by being delivered 
with too much heat. Men are ready to think that zeal for 
God and holineſs will vindicate this; but they are miſtaken, 
The wrath of man worketh not the rightediſueſs of God, Let. 
us then in meekneſs inſtruct thoſe who oppole themſelves, 
and with gentleneſs reprove thoſe who do amiſs; and en 
deavour, by real kindneſs, to ſhow that we wiſh them well, 
and ſhould be glad to ſee them happy. An arrow winged 
with love is moſt likely to reach the heart. So God deal: | 


with us, and ſo ſhould we deal with each other. 
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5 4 joy he had in him. 


9 And Sarah ſaw the ſon of Haga 


CHAP. xxI. 


ie are now entering upon the 22 of Thar, who is one of the 
This chapter 


moſt Perfełl characters of the Old Teſtament. 
contains an account of his birth ; how Iſhmael was coſt out; 


of a treaty made between Abraham and gar 3 and o 


Asralam s ſolemn devotion. 


N D the Lord viſited Sarah as he Vo faid; and 


the Lord did unto Sarah as he had ſpoken, that 


2 75, performed his promiſe. For Sarah conceived, and 


bare Abraham a ſon in his old age, at the ſet time of 
for ins reaſon aac is 


And A bre ham called 


which God had ſpoken to him: 
3 ſai to have been born by promiſe. 
the name of his ſon that was born unto him, whom 


Sarah bare to him, ſaac, het is, laughter, becauſe of the 


Ard Abraham circumciſed his ſon 
Iſaac being eight days old, as God had commanded 


5 him. And Abraham was an hundred years cid, when 
his ſon Iſaac was born unto him, aud Sarah e Jears: : 


old. 


6 And Sarah faid, God hath made me, Glo once fooliſh : 
Hh by laughed thiro 22 , to laugh for joy; holy gratitude 


{ſo that] all that hear will laugh with me 
n 7 and rejoice at his birth. And ſhe ſaid, Who would have 


faid unto Abraham, that Sarah ſhould have given 

who would have ventured to aſſert ſo im- 
probable a thing ? none but God; and he hath fulfilled his 
word ; for I have born ſhim] a ſon in his old age, and 
can ſuckle and nouriſh it from my own breaſt. And the 


ls my heart : 


children ſuck? 


child grew, and was weaned : and Abraham made a 
great feaſt the [ſame] day that Iſaac was weaned.* 


the had born unto Abraham, 1 king; perhaps at the 


great feaſt, and jeering Iſaac in ſome malignant bitter way, 


43 their young maſter, he that, forſooth, muſt be licir of all ; 


this wade Paul call it Ver ſertuiun: Gal. iv. 29. Per- 


hops 


2 Not the day ke was circumciſed, that 1 have interrupted 
their regard to this 1eligious rite; 


when the mother and child were both ſtronger. 


but the day he was weaned, 
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170 he was put on by Hagar, who thought her ſon, who 
Io was the firſtborn, ſhould be the heir. Wherefore ſhe 
faid unto Abraham, I cannot bear this inſolent behaviour, 
and therefore beſexch you to caſt out this bondwoman, ; 
and her ſon ; for the ſon of this bondwoman ſhall not i 
"414: be heir with my ſon, [even] with Haac,” And the 
thing was very grievous in Abraham's fight becauſe = 
of his live to his ſon, and God's promiſe concerning imm. 
12 and left he ſrould be expoſed to danger and idolatry. And 
Sad faid unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy 
ſight becauſe of the lad, and becauſe of thy bond. 
woman; in all that Sarah hath faid unto thee, hearken 
unto her voice; for in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed be called: 
Iſaac, as heir to thy h uſe, ſhall bear and propagate thy 
name : and the promiſed ſeed, and ſpiritual prerogatives 
13 /holl be entailed upon him. Heb. xi. 18. And alſo of the 
4 ſon of the bondwoman will | make a nation, as T have _ 
- 7 prom!/ed, becauſe he [is] thy ſeed. And Abraham, 10 
Doors fis readineſs to obey the divine command, roſe up early DE 
in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, 
and gave [it unto Hagar, putting [it] on her ſhoulder, 
- - md the child, and ſent her away: and ſhe Ceparted, 
and wandered in the wilderneſs of Beer- ſheba — 
= 15 And the water was ſpent in the bottle, and ſhe caſt 
3 TE: the child under one of the ſhrubs. And ſhe went and 
| fat her down over againſt him] a good way off, as it 
were a bow- ſhot : for ſhe ſaid, Let me not ſee the death 
"of the child. And ſhe fat overagainft [him, ] and lift 
up her voice, and wept. God did not deſign that they 
= fhould periſh, bat that they ſhould be brought to repentance , 
: 17 And therefore God heard the voice of the lad; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and ſaid _ 
Ando her, Whataileth thee, Hagar? fear not; for God 
18 hath heard the voice of the lad where he lis. 1. Arie, 
lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will 
I 9 make Mm a great nation. And God nas. her eyes, 
„ and 


n c 


* e * N * 82 . * 
a 


1 This 3 be done to 3 both herſelf REP? her PR for ibeir | j 
Improper conduct, and to be an emblem of her poſterity, Who 1 
bould wander in the wilderneſs — IEELS 
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and ſhe ſaw a well of water, which was there before, if 
= ſhe ſaw it not, by reaſon of grief, or ſome other cauſe ; and 
\  _ the went and filled the bottle with water and gave the 
20 lad to drink, And God was with the lad, bleſſed him in 
| temporal things; and he grew, and dwelt in the wilder- 
Rn - and became an archer, a ſkilful hunter of beaſis 
21 and warrior with men, (ch. xvi. 12.) And he dwelt in 
the wilderneſs of Paran: and his mother took him a 
[i uaoife out of the land of Egypt.” 3 
|; 22 And it came to paſs at that time, t that Abit ak 
| 


2 — — 2 


1 - and Phichol the chief captain of his hoſt ſpake unto _ 
W Abraham, and, God [1s] with thee in all that thou 
h 5 2 23 doeſt: Now t herefore let us enter into a league of friend. 


ſhip and mutual kindnefſes ; {wear unto me here by God, 
11 © that thou wilt not deal falſely with me, nor with my on Y 
iſ  _ nor with my ſon's ſon: [but] according to the kind- 
nmnnaeſs that I have done unto thee, thou ſhalt do unto me, 
Il 2᷑4 and to the land wherein thou haft ſojourned. And 4 
ll I. 25 Abraham conſented and ſaid, I will ſwear, And Abra- 
il ham reproved Abimelech, or, debated the matter with 
il << Him, becauſe of a well of water, which was. exceeding 
| © wvaluablein that country, and which Abimelech's ſervants 
2s had violently taken away. And Abimelech ſaid, I wot 
Wh not who hath done this thing, 1 am quite ignorant of the 
© affair: neither didſt thou tell me, or I would have re- 
= EE dreſſed the grievance; neither yet heard I [of it,] but to 
ot 27 day. And Abraham, ont of gratitude for former favours, 
took ſheep and oxen, and gave them unto Abimelech; 
and both of them made a covenant, according to the 
28 cuſtom of the country. And Abraham ſet ſeven ewe lambs _ 
29 of the flock by themſelves, And Abimelech faid unto _ 
Abraham, What [mean] theſe ſeven ewe lambs which 
30 thou haſt ſet by themſelves ? And he faid, For {theſe] 
ſeven ewe lambs ſhalt thou take of my Jad: that they 
may be a witneſs unto me, that I have digged this 
31 well, and a token of our agreement in this matter. Where- 
= Fore he called that place Beer-ſheba, that is, the well of 


- TRE. - 


1 r - probable that he ren ſaw nn afterwards, and had 


| {1 4 gifts from 135 and we find in chap. xxv. 6, that he was at his 
| lather's funeral. N 15 
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32 the oath ; bers there Ls bent both of them. Thus 
©. they made a covenant at Beer. ſheba : then Abimelech 
roſe up, and Phichol the chief captain of his hoſt, and 
; they returned into the land of the Philiſtines. 1 
" And [Abraham] planted a grove in Beer-ſheba, for 
peace and retirement, and a ſhelter from the heat; or rather, 

for public worſnip, as a tent could not hold FI large fa- 

mily; and he called there on the name of the Log, the 
tein God. This practice was afterwards abuſed ta 

725 ſuper ſition and idolatry, and therefore forbidden, Exod. 


34 xxxiv. 13. Deut. xvi. 21. And Abraham fojourned 1 in - 


the Philiftines' land many days, or (ears, 
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1 ET us paticbtly and cheerfully wait for God's 
8 promiſe, after the example of Abraham and Sarah, 
Who ſtag gered not thro? unbelief. Through faith alſo Sarah 


herſelf received ſtrengtli to conceive ſeed, and was delivered of a 


child when ſhe was paſt age, becauſe ſhe judged um feunful 9 


ad promiſed. Therefore ſprang there even of one, and ſum ax 


good as dead, Jo many as the ftars of the fry in mult: tude, and 
as the ſand which is by the ſea ſhore innumerable, Heb, xi. it, 


12. Thus their defire was anſwered, and what they expect- : 
eld came to pals. Faithful is he who hath promiſed, and at 
ble ſet time his promiſe was fulfilled. v. 2. God is punctual 


to his word, and his time is the beſt ; let us therefore wait 5 
N it, and not preſcribe to him. 


2. Parents ſhould cheerfully devote their "ils to the : „ 


| ſervice of God. Abraham circumciſeꝗ Iſaac and complied 

with the divine appointment Howeder dear Iſaac was, it 
muſt be done. Let parents enter their children into God's 

family, and be thankful that he will admit them. As the 


promiſe is to us and our children, let us ſee to it that we 
put them in the uy. of God's bloſling, and devote chem ER 


carly to him. _ 
3. From the TRA of Sarah, we may tales the duty 
of mothers to nurſe their own children. The good women 


of thoſe days thought it their duty to do ſo, and dry breaſts 


vere reckoned a great reproach.” Sarah was a perſon of 
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quality, of great eminence, had a large family, and many 


cares; they had three hundred and eighteen ſervant men 
beſides women; and yet thought that no excuſe, She had 

- © women enough to nurſe it in her houſe, and was herſelf 
aged, being ninety years old; but ſhe did it herſelf, and 
ſpeaks of it with the preateſt pleaſure. It is a refinement 
of this laſt age for women to conſign that work to ſtrangers; 
which is a very cruel and barbarous practice, and ſhows : 


the mind to be almoſt deſtitute of natural affection. The 


Lord himſelf fays this, Lam. iv. 3. Even the ſea monſters 
_ draw out the breaſt, they give ſuck to their young ones : but the 
daughter of my people is becaine cruel, like the oftiriches in the 
_ evilderneſs, who leave their young to be hatched and brought 
up by others. It is a e directly contrary to the dic- 
tates of nature, and the clear intention of providence. 


Neither quality, nor bufinets, nor difficulties, nor incon- 


- veniences, will excuſe for the neglect of this plain duty; 
and what God hath made a duty, we may hope he will give 
ſtrength to perform, as multitudes would experience, if 

they would but try: nothing but evident neceſſity can vin- 
dicate ſo unnatural a cuſtom. Theſe were the ſentiments of 

_ Archbiſhop TILLOTSON, who fays, © It is a natural duty ; 

and becauſe it is ſo, of more neceſſity and indiſpenſable ob- 


ligation than any poſitive precept of revealed religion, ſuch 


great fault 1 1s mended, . 


4. It is no new thing for the . of God to be 
1 hated and perſecuted : this is Paul's reflection in Cal. 
iv. 29. for as then (ſpeaking of Iſaac and Iſhmael) he that 
was born after the flejp perſecuted him that was born after the 
ſpirit, even ſo it is now, God's favourites are often the 
world's laughing ſtock : but let them not think that any + 
ftrange thing hath happened to them, if they are ſometimes _ 
made a jeſt of, and deſpiſed; for ſo Chriſt was, ſo were 
his apoſtles, ſo have good men been in all ages: yea, and 


| all that wwill live godly in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſuffer perſecution. | 
5 But let them learn to bear up with patience under this 


common | 


as baptiſm, or the like ; and that the general neglect of -- 
it, is one of the great and crying fins of this age and 
nation; and the world is not likely to be better till this 
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:ommon lot of good men : God will remember and recom- 
1 pen them at laſt. 

. See how eaſily God can chaſtiſe and bring Jon the 
haughtieſt ſpirit. So he did that of Hagar and Iſhmael ; 
they grew inſolent in Abraham's family, and therefore were 
expelled. When driven into the wilderneſs and almoſt pe- 
riſhing for want of food and water, ſhe no doubt began to 
| with herſelf. ! in Abraham's houſe again; and would have 


been thankful for the crumbs that fe! 1] from her old maſter's 


| table, Thus many fooliſh ſervants throw themſelves out 
of comfortable places and families, by their pride and inſo- 
| lence: and have often cauſe to repent it bitterly, when it is 
too late. A meek and humble behaviour is the way to 
ſecure the favour of God and men. 

| 6. Learn to cultivate friendſhips ; with thoſe Who are the 
friends of God: ſo Abimelech did with Abraham. When 
ve ſee that God is with his ſervants in all they do, v. 22. 
let us covet their friendſhip. He ſometimes fo bleſſes and 
proſpers them, that others cannot but ſee it. It is good to be 


the friends of thoſe who have an interett | in eaves who can 


5 counſel us, and pray for us. The ſcriptures declare, that 
in the latter days the Jews ſhould be ſo favoured of God, 
| that their neighbours ſhould ſay, Ve will go with you, for 
| wwe have heard that God is with you. Enter not therefore 
into the path of the wicked, but endeavour to be a companion of 


N thoſe wha fear Goa, and have his preſence and bleſſing with . 


| them 1 
N Let us, a the example «x Abraham.” call on the 5 
name of the everlaſting God. Conſider him in this view; 
as the eternal IEHOVAER: Before the mountains were brought 
farth, or ever the earth was formed, from ever laſting to ever- 
laſting T HOU art the ſame. Let this fill our ſouls with a 


=; holy : awe and veneration of him. Whenever we approach him 
we ſhould conſider him as God, the Logo, the everlaſting 


Cod, who was, and is, end is to come, Whatever creature 5 
comforts periſh and decay, tho“ we ourſelves die, ' heave 
and earth paſs away, yet he is the ſeme, and of his years Share 
 Jhallbe no end. Let us therefore, with the profonnde® x vener · 
ation, worſhip him who | liveth for ever and ever. Amen 


CHAP, 
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-CH AP. XXII. 
Contains a moſt ſurprifo ng flory, as much admired, and as mud. 


found fault with, as any part of ſcripture. We have here 
the command to Abraham to offer up his ſon; his readineſs ty 


obey; how the execution was prevented, and another ſacrifice 


Subſtituted in his room; a co, iderable promiſe renewed 10 
Ae; end ſome account of the family of Nahor. 


N D it came to paſs after theſe things which hap- 7 

pened at Beer-ſhcva, and all his troubles and mercies, 

and after God had given him a ſon according to his promiſe, 
that God did tempt Abraham, ried the ſtrength of his 
faith and obedience, that it might be better known both to 

himſelf and others; and God faid unto him, Abraham: 

2 and he ſaid, Behold, [here] I [am.] And he ſaid, Take 

now thy ſon, thine only [ſon] Iſaac, the promiſed ſeed, 

whom thou loveſt, who 7s the joy of thy old age, and get 

thee into the land of Moriah; © and offer him there 


for a burnt offe g upon one : of the mountains which 1 
: will tell thee of“ 


e And Abraham, all hl Jence oy fulmiſh Ton, and to 2 
N * s readineſs to obey, roſe up early in the morning, and 


ſaddled his aſs, and took two of his young men with 
him, and 7 35 his ſon, and clave the wood, which ne. 
Probably carried with him, for the burnt offering, and 
roſe up, and went unto the place of which God had 


4 told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up 


his eyes, and ſaw the place afar off; he divine Shekinah 
5 or glory perhaps reſting upon it. And Abraham ſaid unto _ 
his young men, Abide ye here with the aſs; and! 
and the lad will go yonder and worſhip, and come again 

to you, This was no equivocation, for he firmly believed 


© that God. would reſtore him his ſon again. And Abra- 


ham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid 
[it] upon Ifaac his ſon; and he took the fire in his 
hand, and a Knife; ; and they went both of them to- 

| _ gether. 


<A range of killa. ſome of which lay in Jeruſalem, others near 


| 3 and among them were Calvary. and the Mount of Olives. 


» Srobably: on Calvary, where Chriſt was afterwards crucified, 


NES 
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7 gether. And Iſaac, who T0455 well acquainted with the 
nature of religious ſervices, ſpake unto Abraham his fa- 


ther, and faid, My father: and he ſaid, Here [am] I, 


my ſon. And he ſaid, Behold the fire 8 the wood: 


8 but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? And A- 
braham, tho* no doubt much affefed with Tſaac s queſtion, 
- made a moſt prudent reply, and faid, My fon, God will 
provide himſelf a lamb for a burnt offering: ſo they 
went both of them together. And they came to the _ 
place which God had told him of; and Abraham built 
an altar there, and laid the wood] in order, and bound 
Iſaac his ſon,* and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 
There now lies Abraham's joy, Sarah's delight, and the 
heir of the promiſe, all meek and reſig ned to the fatal firoke. 


10 And Abraham ftretched forth his hand, and took the 


knife to flay his fon.— And now, the trial being made, 
and the end anſwered, the order is countermanded. 


| 11 And the angel of tl the Logp called unto him out of 
heaven, and ſaid, Abraham, Abraham: and he faid, 
12 Here [am] I. And he ſaid, Lay not thine hand upon 


the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I 


know chat thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not with- : 


held thy ſon, thine only ſon] from me; thou haſt given 


mae the higheſt proof of thy faith and obedience, and ſhown 
10 me, and to all who foall hear of this, that thou art a 
| 13 proper ſubjef for my choice} benefits. And Abraham 


| lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, there was 


behind [him] a ram, frayed from thereſt of the flock, ond 
directed hither by God's providence, and he was caught 


in a thicket. by his horns: and Abraham, with great | 
: thankfulneſs and joy, went and, took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt offering | in the ſtead of his ſon. 


14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahj- 


e the Lora will 5 or fa as it 18 s faid [ton 100 ” 
ay, 


8 No Joubt ka nad now . Ads: fon of ths Ain 
command; Iſaac neither contradicted nor reſiſted; he was now near 


thirty years old, and was ſtrong enough to have oppoſed, and 


young enough to have fled from his father; yet the pious youth 


did neither, but willingly yielded up bimſelf; herein he. was s 
| Pe of Ohriſt, ae a pattern for us. = 


= 10 
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day, In the mount of the Lond it ſhall be ſeen : this 
became a proverbial expreſſion, ta ſignify, that in the greateſt : 
difficulties Cod will take care of his ſervants. 


13 
cout of heaven the ſecond time, after he had done offerins 
16 


And the angel of the Lokp called unto Abraham f 


the ſacrifice, And ſaid, By myſelf have I ſworn, faith 
the Lokp, for beende thou haſt done this thing, and 
haſt not withheld thy ſon, thine only [fon :] That in 


bleſſing I will bleſs hes, greatly and abundantly bleſs thee, 


and in multiplying I will multiply thy feed, 1/aar's | 
poſterity, as the ſtars of the heaven, and as the ſand 


19 


which [is] upon the ſea ſhore; and thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs 
the gate of his enemies; he ſhall have dominion over 
them; And in thy ſeed, that is, Chriſt, ſhall all the 
nations of the earth be bleſſed; becauſe thou haſt obey- 
ed my voice. 
men, and they roſe up and went together to 1 
ſheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-ſheba. „ 
e 
| Abraham, ſaying, Behold, Milcah, ſhe hath alſo born 
children unto thy brother Nahor ;* Huz his firſt born, 
and Buz his brother, and Kemuel the father of Aram, 
22 

| 23 


So Abraham turn. unto his young 7 


Andi it came to paſs after theſe things, that it was told 5 


And Cheſed, and Hazo, and Pildaſh, and Jidlaph, 
and Bethuel. And Bethuel begat Rebekah, who was 


afterwards laac's wife : theſe eight Milcah did bear 


to Nahor Abraham's brother. And his concubine," 
whoſe name [was] Reumah, ſhe bare alſo Tebah, and N 
Saham, and Thahalh, and Maacah. 5 


REFLECTIONS 


5 E learn from the example of. Abraham. who 
gave up his ſon, his only ſon whom he loved, 


5 © be villing to give up our deareſt comforts to God. 1 


He 


3 This 1 faläled, as to BY temporal part, in the” time of 
Foſnua, David, &c. but «ſpecially and ſpiritually in the Meſſiah. 4 
 PJjaim viii. 9. Dan. ii. 44s $57 | | 


1 Cor. xv. 57» Col. ii. ß. 


8 This genealogy 1s added hors to introduce Rebekah. 


u Þ Concubines were not full and complete wives, not being ſolemnly 
| | betrothed, nor ſharing in the government of the family, but mc” 
| tothe lawful e and therefore called ſervants, 8 xxxli. 22. 


mh IQ 
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He gave him to be ſacrificed; yea, himſelf was willing to 


facrifice him with his own hands; when he thought 1 it to be 


the will of the Lord, Thus ſhould we give up our com- 


forts to God, from whom we have received them. Parents 


ſhould reſign their children to the diſpoſal of heaven give 
up their ſuppoſed intereſt to their rue intereſt ; always " 
ſerve the will of God, and he will bring good out of evil. 


Let us maintain a full perſuaſion of the juſtice and mercy 


of God, that we may not ſcruple to give up our deareſt 
comforts to his diſpoſal; and if he is pleaſed to take our 


friends or children away, by the ſevereſt ſtrokes, let us ſay, 

as Eli did, I is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good; 
2 Sam. iii. 18. And our Lord requires us to be ready to 

make the ſame ſurrender as Abraham did; IF any man come 

| to me, and hate not (be not willing to abandon) hs father and 

| mother, and wife and children, and brethren aud fi Nerd, yea, and 


his own life alſo, he cannot be my diſciple. Luke xiv. 26, We 


muſt daily fay, Lord, here am I, what wouldſt thou have 
me to do? It will be pf no avail to oppoſe the divine will; 
Who hath hardened himſelf againſt God, and proſpered ? But ; 
God is well pleaſed when we humbly ſubmit to his ap- 
pointment, and ſay, without reſerve, Thy will be done. He 
can make up the want of thoſe comforts which he takes 

away, by giving us cheerful hope that they are removed to 
3 1 better world; by affording us peace and pleaſure 1 in our 
own ſpirits; and | improving our graces by it. Abraham 
intended to offer his ſon, and God promiſed that his ſeed 8 
ſhould be multiplied as the ſtars of heaven, or the ſands 
upon the ſea ſhore. Whatever we part with for God 
and Chriſt, we ſhall be no loſers by, at leaſt we ſhall 
be none in the end. Perhaps Abraham was too fond 
of Iſaac, and therefore he made him undergo this ſevere 
trial. If our lives are bound up in the lives of our children 
or friends, God may take them away. If this ſhould be tage 
_ caſe, let us ſtill ſay, with the pious Shunamite, who, wen 
| ſhe was aſked, I it well? anſwered, Ir is well; well, for od 
| doth it; he hath wiſe ends in doing it, and great good ſhal] _ 
come out of it; and therefore, not as we will, but as thou 


wilt. This will have a great tendency. to remove our doubts _ 
F — 


-- GENESIS. XXI. 


and fears; it will be a proof of our own ſincerity, and a 
ſtrong teſtimony that we fear God, and love him. 


2. Let us imitate Abraham in 118 prudence and readi. 


neſs in this affair; his prudence, in leaving the young men 


O 


behind; in not telling ſaac or Sarah; his readineſs, in not 


conſulting fleſh and blood. Abraham, take now thy ſon; 


- Abraham roſe up early and took his fon. Who but Abra- 
ham could have forehorne to remonſtrate and plead upon 
ſuch an . * < Lord, might he have ſaid, muſt ! 


c 


loſe my child, loſe him almoſt. as ſoon as I have re- 
ceived him? Didſt thou give him only to tantalize thy 


5 ſervant : Remember, gracious God, the name he bears; 


= 
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— How ſhall he anſwer its cheering import? Ho ſhall he 
be the ſource of ſatisfaction to his parents, and the fa- 


ther of many nations, if thou takeſt him away in the 


morning of his days? If ſin lieth at the door, let me ex- 
Plate the guilt; let thouſands of rams, every bullock in 
my ſtall, bleed on thy altar ;—my wealth, bleſſed Lord, 
and all my goods, are nothing in compariſon. with my 
Iſaac: command me to be ſtripped of all my poſſeſſions, 


_ beg my bread, and 1 will bleſs thy holy name only 


let my child, my dear child, be ſpared: — Or, if nothing 


will avert thy indignation but human blood, let my death L 
be the ſacrifice; upon me be the vengeance. I am old 


and grey headed; the beſt of my days are paſt, and the 


| beſt of my ſervices are done; if this tottering wall tum- 
ble, there will be little or no cauſe for regret; but the 
pillar of my houſe, the foundation of my hope, if he be 
ſnatched from me, how ſhall ] ſupport life, or what good 


will my life do me? O my ſon, my ſon, would to God ＋ 
might die for thee — If it muſt be a blooming youth 1 in the 


5 prime of his ſtrength, be pleaſed to fetch it from ſome 
Truitful family; there are thoſe who have many, while [ 


have but this one little lamb, the ſolace of my ſoul, and 


the ſtay of my declining years ; ; and ſhall his be taken 


away, while all thoſe are left ? — Or if the decree cannot 


be reverſed, if it muſt be the fruit of my body, O that it 
might be Iſhmael, the ſon of my. hand-maid ! Yet my 
_ heart bleeds at the thought of his e death: ; —but 


5 ac: 


N 


— 


G E. N E 8 I S, XXII. „ 


6 as fk Iſaac, the ſon of my beloved ſpouſe, the ſon of my 
old age, the crown of my labours; I ſhall never ſurvive 


« ſuch a loſs! —Yet, if he muſt die, and there is no re- 
medy, — may not ſome common diſtemper looſen the 


( cords of life, and let him down gently into the grave? 
| © may not his mother and myſelf ſeal his eloſing eyes, and 
ſoften his dying pangs by our tender offices ?*—** No, 
Abraham, thy ſon muſt be ſacrificed on the altar. . Well, 


if all muſt be executed, (he might ſay) God grant that 


© theſe eyes may never behold the, diimal tragedy; if my 


© Iſaac muſt be bound hand and foot for the ſlaughter, if he 


«© muſt receive the ſteel into his boſom, and welter in his 
innocent blood, heaven forbid that I ſhould behold ſo 
« diſmal a ſpeRacle !'— * Alas! Abraham, this mitiga- 
| © tion cannot be granted; thy own hand muſt point the 
. be deadly weapon at his breaſt, and urge its way thro the 


« ouſhing veins and ſhivering fleſh, till it be plunged in 


« the throbbing heart; the father, the father muſt be the 
« executioner. —“ Unheard of ation! How can I anſwer it 
to the wife of my boſom, the mother of the lovely youth? 
ow can I juſtify it to the world? Will they not take 
0 "up a taunting proverb, and ſay, at every turn, There 


* goes the man, the monſter, that embrued his hand in 


| © his own ſon's blood; this is he that pretends to piety, 
and yet could kill his own ſon in cold blood; kill a 
good, a duteous fon, an only child. Thus Abraham 
might naturally have pleaded; but, aſtoniſhing to tell, ge 
made no reply, he ſaid nothing of all this; but quietly and 
patiently ſubmitted. Thro? all the three days journey, every 
moment fire and blood preſented themſelves to his view. 
Ifaac's converſation” increaſed his grief; yet it was the 
divine command; he reſolved. therefore to obey, however 
| contrary it was to fleſh and blood. This was the fa- 
| ther of the faithful, this the friend of God. — Go ye, and do 
| likewiſe, Make haſte to obey every command of the 
Lord your God. Beware of every thing that would pre- 
vent your following him fully. The greateſt reſignation 
appears in giving up thoſe comforts that are moſt valua- 
ble, and which we are ready to think ourſelves miſerable 
without. Abraham breaks thro' all objections, ſo ſhould - 


"2. 8 e We 


% 621 fon, but g given him * to death for us all ? YEE 
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we. Let us be willing to deny ourſelves, to ſuffer per- 
ſecution, to give up every idol, the favour of friends, or 
fortune, or good name; give up any thing, yea, every 
thing, that would hinder us in the way and works of God. 
Here ſhow your courage, your reſolution, your faith, your 
ſincerity. Be prudent, "like Abraham, and fteady herein, 
and be aſſured God will be gracious to you. In the mount 
of arfficulty fall the Lord be ſeen: our extremity is God's op- 


portunity. God's voice was never ſo ſweet to Abraham as 


now; his love i is never ſo welcome as when 1t comes after 


Kibmilfion to his will; and whenever this is the caſe, God 


«vill not forget our labours of deu, but amply and * | 
reward them. . 


Let us learn, like Tfaac, to be Willing to die when 


and how God pleaſes. God is the ſovereign of life and 
death, and may remove his creatures to another world, 
when and by what means he will, and as to his faithful 
- ſervants he will certainly do it in the beſt manner. Ona 
conviction of God's over-ruling providence, and diſpoſing 
all events, of life and death, let us truſt in him, and leave 
it to him to order the time. manner, and circumſtances of 
our removal. While we live, let us live to the Lord, May 
our lives be devoted to God, and ſpent in a holy, humble, 
and uſeful manner; then death will be comfortable; com- 


fortable whenever it comes, and however it comes. When 


we die, we ſhall die by the hand of God; die, as it were, 
on Piſgah's top, from whence we may ſee the heavenly 
| world, the glories of which are ſo great, that it is worth 
while to ſubmit to, yea, to rejoice in, the ſharpeſt pangs of 
death that open a way to it; remembering, as Abraham and 
Iſaac believed, that we ſhall riſe again, Tho? abſent from 
the body for a while, yet we ſhall receive it again, improved 
and beautified; when we ſhall have no more of theſe pain- 
: ful Fa gk no more trials of our faith and obedience. 


Let us adore the love of God, in not ſparing his 


3 ſon, but giving him up for us. There is much of 


Chriſt in this chapter. Now, ſays the angel, I know that 


_ thou feareſt God : and may we not ſee here an evident proof 


of the love of God toward us, in that he hath not ſpared us : 


of 
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of Chriſt are repreſented as the act of God; it pleaſed the 
Lord to bruiſe tum for us, and to lay on him the iniquity of us 


all. Sinners were doomed to be ſacrificed, to be lain, and 


made miſerable for ever; but God hath provided a lamb for 
a burnt offering, the contrivance is his own; no angelic 


| fpirit could have done it; infinite wiſdom alone could con- 
| trive it; infinite love alone could execute it. Abraham 
| received remarkable favours from God, tho' he had been 


guilty of many tranſgreſſions againſt him; he was therefore 
bound in gratitude to give up his ſon at his command, at 
leaſt to bear it patiently, as a puniſhment for his fin. But 


God was under no obligations to us; vet he ſays, Awake, 
O ſword, againſt my ſhepherd, and againſt the man that is my 
| fellow, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. Jeſus, like Iſaac, made no 
reply, but ſaid, Lo, I come to do thy will, O my God. Like 
| Tfaac he was bound before he was ſacrificed, and like him 
| cheerfully ſubmitted to the fatal ſtroke, expreſling no re- 
luctance. He made his ſoul an offering for ſin, and died, 
the juſt for the unjuſt. Herein is love, not that we loved 
| God, but that he loved us, and gave up his only ſon to be a 
S ſacrifice for us, Sc. The mount on which Iſaac was to have 

been ſacrificed was Moriah, probably the very ſpot of ground 
on which Chriſt was crucified; at leaſt, it was very near it: 
| and no doubt this command to Abraham was deſigned, 
| among other important reaſons, to be typical of this great 
| event. Let us admire and adore the love of God, that he 
| gave his dear, his well beloved and only ſon, the moſt pure 


and innocent being, to become a ſacrifice for our ſins. 


| Thanks be unto God for his unſpeakable gift! Let this love 
greatly affect our minds; eſpecially at thoſe ſeaſons when 
| Chriſt is ſet forth as crucified before us; when we ſee him 
bleeding and dying in the room and for the ſake of finners. 


Was Abraham's love ſo great and remarkable, the wonder 


3 of the church, and a pleafing ſpectacle to angels? What is 
4 the love of God to us then, and how ſhould it fill our 
ſouls with the higheſt raptures and tranſports of joy! 
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1 W account of Sarat?. s age and death; of Abraham 8 purchaſe ing. 
— 2 bbumping place; and Sarah's funeral: which circumſtances, 
7 tho of ſmall importance in themſelves, were of great conſe- 
quence, as they fixed Abranam and his poſterity to the Promiſed 
land, and by this he 100k poſſeſſion of it. 


- ma 1 A&A ND Sarah was an hundred and ſeven and twent ty 
' FRE {43 years old: [theſe were] the years of the lite of 
| 2 Sarah.! And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba z the ſame is!“ 
; Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came 
; Ws to mourn for Sarah in her tent, and to weep for her; 
1 zo make a publick lamentation, as was common upon ſuch 

a _ occaſions. 

3 And Abraham food up from before his dead, and 
ſpake unto the ſons of Heth, ihe governors or clders of 
4 the Hittites, ſaying, I [am] a ſtranger and a jojourner 

© Vith you: give me a poſſeſſion of a burying place 

3 Vith you, that 1 may bury my dead out of wy light, 

4 5 And the children of Heth anſwered Abraham, ſay- 

8 6 ing unto him, Hear us, my lord; thou [art] a mighty 
prince among us, a prince of God, a per jon of great power 
or eſtate, and a favourite of heaven; in the choice of our 

ſepulchres bury thy dead; none of us ſhall withhold 
___ from thee his ſepulchre, but that thou mayeſt bury thy 

7 dead. And Abraham ſtood up, and bowed himfeif to 

9 | the people of the land, [even] to the children of Heth, 

8 8 the governors of the peeple.! And he communed with 

them, ſaying, If it be your mind that I ſhould bury 
|. my dead out of my ſight; hear me, and intreat for me 

1 9 to Ephron the fon of Zohar, That he may give me the 

eceeeave of Machpelah, or, he double cave, which he hath, 

Wh which [is] in the end of his field; for as much money as 

iN | it is worth he ſhall give it me for a poſſeſſion of a 
113 10 ie place amqng Ws And E phron dwelt or ſat 
1:1. among 

| 1 She is che only v woman Woo age is e in n ſcripture, 5 
© When they removed there is uncertain, - 


Religion not only allows, but 5 civility, and thoſe 5 
geſtures which expreſs it. 6 
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among the children of Heth: And Ephron the Hittite 


anſwered Abraham in the audience of the children of 
Heth, [even] of all that went in at the gate of his 


Bf city, ſaying, Nay, my lord, hear me: the field give I 


| thee, and the cave that [is] therein, I give it thee; in 
the preſence of the ſons of my people give L it thee: 


| 12 bury thy dead, This was indeed a generous Her. And 


Abraham, in return for this civility which was ſhown him, 


| 13 bowed himſelf down before the people of the land. And 


he ſpake unto Ephron in the audience of the people of 
the land, ſaying, But if thou [wilt give it,] if thou 

be the poſſeſſor of the land, and wilt part with it, 1 pra 

thee hear me: 1 will give thee money for the field; 
14 take [it] of me, and I will bury my dead there. And PE 


| 15 Ephron anſwered Abraham, ſaying unto him, My lord, 


hearken unto me: the land [1s worth] oz/y four hundred 
| ſhekels of ſilver; * what ſis] that betwixt me and thee? 
it 1s a preſent hardly worth your acceptance; bury therefore 


0 thy dead. And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and 


being Perfectly ſatisfied with the terms, Abraham weighed 8 
to Ephron the ſilver, which he had named in the audi- 


ence of the ſons of Heth, four hundred ſhekels of 
17 filver, current [money] with the merchant, And the 
field of Ephron, which [was] in Machpelah, which 
[was] before Mamre, the field, and the cave which [was]! 
therein, and all the trees that [were] in the field, that 
[were] in all the borders or fences round about, were. 


18 made ſure Unto Abraham for a poſſeſſion in the pre- 


ſence of the children of Heth, before all that went in 
at the gate of his city; Ephron accepted the money in the 


alt of theſe witneſſes ; and thus the fel Was made over to e 


Abraham and his poſterity. 


19 And after this, Abraham” buried Sarah his wife i in 


the cave of the field of Machpelah before Mamre: the 


20 lame lis] Hebron | in the land of Canaan.“ And the Ot 


m - About forty fve pounds of « our money 3 "A but ſome fay only to eng 6. 


five pounds, 


* deveral of Abraham's deſcendants defied By IT FEY 10 5 | 
buried there, to intimate their faith in the tuture poiethon- of 4 the 
land of Canaan. | 
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8 OW awful a change doe death make in our 
| faithful, muſt die. Tho? Abraham and the lived happy to- 


to have been beautiful, and it is very uncommon for beauty 
to laſt to ſo great an age; but ſhe at laſt dies, and fo muſt 
all her daughters. Let them be ſolicitous then, to ſe- 
cure thoſe inward beauties of the mind, which ſhall live, 
not only when age withers their countenances, but hen 
death ſhall deſtroy their bodies. Abraham is obliged. to 
ſay, Bury my dead out of my fight. When thoſe, who once 
delighted our eyes, become ohaſtly and loathſome, we gell 
be glad to remove them to the land of darkneſs. We may 
lawfully mourn over them, and indeed ought to do ſo; and 
be humbled for ſin, that brought death into the world, 
which changes the lovelieſt pieces of human nature into 
loathſomeneſs and corruption. Let us rejoice im the proſ- 
pect of life and immortality by Chriſt Jeſus; when theſe 
ile bodies ſhall be changed, this corruptible ſhall put on incor— 
ruption, this mortal kal. and death hail be fewallowed 


1p of life. 


Io refuſe the common forms of civility, is no part of re- 
5 ligion, but ſhows a great deal of pride; if they have no great 
meaning, there is no harm in them. Abraham was a man 

of diſtinguiſned gravity and piety, a friend of God, and 
the father of the faithful, yet he uſed the greateſt reſpect : 
to others. A rude, clowniſh behaviour, is as inconſiſtent _ 
with the goſpel as with common decency. Abraham's be- 
haviour might ſhame many chriſtians ; yea, the children of 
Heth teach the ſons of God good manners. The generoſity 
of Abraham i is remarkable, who would not take the advan- 


field, and the cave that [is] therein, were windy ſure 


unto Abraham for a Poet of a — Place, by 
the ſons of 6 


REFLECTIONS. 


deareſt comforts | Sarah, the mother of the 


gether for ma ny years, death parts them. Sarah appears 


2. Obſerve how amiable civility and generoſity appear. 


tage of a ſudden generous offer, butwas willing to pay a full 


equivalent, Lo us be ready to ſerve and oblige, but never 


impoſe 


ure 
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| impoſe upon thoſe who are friendly and generous, nor ſhow. 
ö 4 niggardly, ſelfiſh diſpoſition, which is a diſhonour to re- 


ligion, and detrimental to our comforts and intereſts. May 


i ve practiſe theſe amiable VITtues, © as we deſire to Pry of 


Abraham's bleſſing. 


How different was "the manner in —_ 11 


b took poſſeſſion of the earthly and the heavenly Canaan! 
| God had given him the whole land; but the time to take 
ö poſſeſſion | was not yet come; therefore, without any diſtruſt 


of the divine promiſe, or renunciation of his right, he 


bought a parcel for his preſent neceſſity. In the earthly 


| | Canaan, his firſt poſſeſſion was a burying place, in which 
his beloved wife was depoſited ;-and it was the only ſpot of 


it that ever was in his own actual poſſeſſion, Into the heav- 


enly Caanan he entered as a triumphant ſpirit, and partook _ 


of the entertainment which God had there provided for 
thoſe that love him. There is a grave at the end of every 
carthly po oſſeſſion; and we muſt ſoon follow our friends 


whom we have laid in the duſt. Let us then be looking 


to, and preparing for, that better country, that is, the heav- 


ö enly one; whence, not only ſorrow and ſighing, but even 


| death itſelf, ſhall be for ever baniſhed. There all good 


men /jhall fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, in the 


| apa of their heaventy father; © 6nd So Out no more. 
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5 In this chapter are ſome further particulars about e ow.” 


 mily, and the ſettlement of Iſaac , which teach us, that © if we 
IT acknowledge God in all our ways, he will direct our paths." 


A ND Abraham was old, [and] well ftricken in age, 
14. hundred and forty years old: and the Lond 
2 frat bleſſed Abraham in all things. And Abraham faid 
unto his eldeſt ſervant of his houſe, Eliezer of Damaſcus, 
(el. xv. 2.) that ruled over all that he had, Put, I pray 
_ thee, thy hand under my thigh, in token of al jeklion, and 
3 as a promiſe 9 Faith pv And Iwill make thee ſwear 


* 
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by the Lox, the God of heaven, and the God of the 


ceearth, that thou ſhalt not take a wife unto my ſon, 1 


| 4 


6 


; 


9 


| perſuade him to take a wife, of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell, becauſe they are a 

curſed race, (ch. ix. 25.) and devoted to deſtruction- But 
thou ſhalt go unto my country, Meſopotamia, and to my 

| kindred, to my brother Nahor, who has many children, and, 
tio among idolaters, they worſhip the true God, (ch. xxxi. 
53.) and take a wife unto my fon Iſaac from thence. 
And the ſervant, «who was a pious, prudent man, and 
 defirons to know the obligation of his oath, ſaid unto him, 
Peradventure the woman will not be willing to fol- 
low me unto this land: muſt I Herefore needs bring 
thy fon again unto the land from whence thou cameſt ? | 
muſt Jſaac go and dell there? And Abraham, warmly 
proteſting againſt that, ſaid unto him, Beware thou that 
thou bring not my ſon thither again; he muſt by no means 


7 ſettle there. However, I have authority to ſay, The Lon p 


God of heaven, which took me from my father's houſe, 
and from the land of my kindred, and which ſpake un- 
to me, and that {ware unto me, fay ying, Unto thy ſeed _ 
will I give this land; he ſhall ſend his angel before 
| thee, and thou ſhalt take a wife unto my ſon from 
| thence ; hy journcy ſhall be proſperous, and thou ſhalt ſucceed 

in the Tuff ineſs. Andif the woman will not be willing to 
follow thee, then thou ſhalt be clear from the obligation of 
this my oath: only bring not my ſon thither again. And 


the ſervant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham : 
his maſter, and ſware to him concerning that matter. 
efervant took ten camels of the camels of : 


And th 


| his maſter, and departed for all the goods of his maſter _ 


11 


12 


: kindneſs unto my maſter Abraham, in providing a wife 


[were] in his hand: and he aroſe, and went to Meſo- _ 
potamia, unto the city of Nahor, that is, Haran, here 
 Naher lived, (ch. xxvlii. 10. xxix. 4.) And he made his PI 
camels to kneel down without the city by a well of 
water at the time of the evening, [even] the time that T 


women go out to draw [water.] 
And he ſaid, O LORD God of my maſter Al 
I pray thee, ſend me good ſpeed this day, and ſhow _ 


for 


2 I 
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for Tſaac, and making thy choite plain to me; : and in order 


13 to this, Bebold, I ſtand [here] by the well of water; and 


the daughters of the men of the city come out to draw 


| 14 water: And let it come to pals, that the damſel to 


whom I ſhall ſay, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, 
that I may drink; and ſhe ſhall ſay, Drink, and I will 
give thy cam els Tink alſo : [let the ſame be] ſhe | that] 


thou haſt appointed for thy ſervant Iſzac; and thereby 


ſhall 1 know that thou haſt ſhowed {kindneſs unto my 
maſter. This he defired, not out of ee or aiſtruſt, 
but by a ſecret inſtint of God's ſpirit; Juſtly concluding, that 
one who was diligent and induſtrious in drawings water, end 
; aps and kind to firangers, would make Iſaac a good wiſe, 
And Goa heard his prayer: And it came to paſs, before 
he had done ſpeaking, that, behold, Rebekah came 
out, who was born co Bethuel, fon of Milcah, the wife 
of! vakor, Abraham's brother, with her pitcher upon her 


| 36 ſhoulder. And the damſel [was] very fair to look up- 


on, 4 virgin, neither had any man known her: and ſhe 
went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and came 


| 17 up. And the ſervant Eliezer ran to meet her, and 


Ga, Let me, ] pray thee, drink a little water of thy 


18 pitcher, And ſhe, ſeeing by his attendants and camels that 5 


he was d perſon of eminente, addreſſed him with reſpełt, and 
ſaid, Drink, my lord: and ſhe haſted, and let down her 
19 pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drink. And when 


| ſhe had done giving him drink, ſhe ſaid, in the moſt 
_ obliging manner, I will draw [water] for thy camels alſo, ko 


20 until they have done drinking. And ſhe haſted, and 


emptied her pitcher into the trough, and ran again un- 
to the well to draw water, ] and drew for all his camels, 


| 21 And the man wondering at her, 1 ſee how all things 


ſucceeded according to tis defire, held his peace, to wit, 40 
mark every circumſtance, and confider cloſely, whether the 
Loxrp had made his j journey proſperous or not. 


22 And it came to pals, as the camels had done 1 


that the man took a golden earring, or jewel for lie 
 farehead, of half a ſhekel weight, and two bracelets 
for her hands of ten {ſhekels] weight of gold, in 
7 3 value avout eighteen pounds ue JOE rs of our money; And 
aid, 


No 
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24 lodge in? And ſhe ſaid unto him, I [am] the daughter 
2 5 Nahor. She ſaid moreover unto him, We have both 


26 And the man bowed down his head, and worſhipped 


27 concluded that his prayer was heard. And he ſaid, Bleſſed 


28 my maſter's brethren.. And the damſel ran, and told 


fe. This was a very important affair, and lay much up- 
on Abraham's thoughts. He recommended the care of it 

to a faithful ſervant, in a very folemn manner. He choſe 

to match his ſon in a family which had the fear of God. So 
great a man as Abraham might, no doubt, have had a 
ftrich wife for his ſon among ſome noble family of the 
Canaanites; but he knew that they were ſinners before the 
Tord, and doomed to deſtruction, and was fearful left 
they ſhould be a ſnare-to the ſoul of his child. Is it not 
ſtrange that ſo many parents in theſe days ſhould make 
the welfare of the ſoul the leaſt concern to be regarded, in 
diſpoſing of their children? that they ſhould mind every 
thing but e one thing necdful ? The only enquiry with 
many, is, whether a man or woman be rich? not whether 
they fear God and work righteouſneſs ; not whether they 
have the amiable virtues which Rebekah diſcovered ? When 
we hear perſons ſpeaking of the marriage of their neigh- 
bours, the only thing ſaid is, that they have ſuch and 
0 ſuch fortunes, and are in ſuch circumſtances, Ah! when 


faid, Whoſe daughter [art] thou? tell me, I pray 


thee : is there room [in] thy father's houſe for us to 
of Bethuel the ſon of Milcah, which ſhe bare unto 


ſtraw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 


the LORD; ſceing thot ſhe was ail he could wiſh for, fair 
and healthy, humble and diligent, courteous and obliging, he 


[be] the LoD God of my maſter Abraham, who hath 
not left deſtitute my maſter of his mercy and his truth: 
1 [being] in the way, the Lokp led me to the houſe of 


- Dk of ] her mother” 8 houſe theſe things. - 
R E F L E c T 1 0 N 05 


— 


1 is a great part of Parental Kindneſs ind duty, to 
ſettle their children with ſuitable companions in 


will 
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1 ail parents be wiſe for the ſouls of their children, and 
| ok alliances for them with thoſe who will help and forward 

| them in the way to heaven? If parents would lay it down 

as a maxim, to conſent to no propoſal for their children, 
but in behalf of thoſe who, as far as they can judge, are 
truly ſerious and holy, the world would ſoon be mended, - 


and the riſing generation, in moſt families, would be a ſeed to 


ferve the Lord. An alliance with thoſe of our own ſentiments 
in religious matters, is moſt likely to be comfortable and 
agreeable; but I do not ſee how it is poſſible thoſe alliances _ 
ſhould be fo, where one party 18 going to heaven, and — 
other to hell. 
2. Let us 1 in all our ways to a God, 
E and ſubmit to his guidance and direction: fo Abraham and 
| his ſervant did. May we ſet the Lord always before us, 
and ſeek wiſdom from him; eſpecially let us do it when 
entering upon new relations,: 1d the moſt important con- 
cerns of life; then we ſhall be Hkely to have God's bleſſing 
and he will Kuck his angel before us, and make our way 
proſperous. We, like Abraham, ſhould learn from for- 
mer experience, to truſt in him; we ſhould plead his pro- 
| miſes as a ground of that truſt; and have our eyes ever la- 
ward the Lord) who hath the hearts of all men in his hand, 
| and knows who and what is beſt for us, We learn al 
that his providence extends to the moſt minute events, ud. 
| it will be our wiſdom in all our affairs to follow it. 
| Rebekah did. Her's was far from being a raſh and haſty 
| reſolution, How long ſhe ſtaid with her parents after ſhe 
had agreed to the propoſal, is uncertain z but providence ſo 
remarkably pointed out her way, that it would have been 
impiety to have delayed. If we defire 70 follow God fully, 


and do his will, we may hope that he will make the path of 


| duty plain before our face, and lead 1 in l. way in which we | 
| ſhould go, 
8 3. Let us accuſtom 8 to 3 prayer, nd: 
| lifting up our hearts to God: Abraham's ſervant Cid ſo 
| feveral times. It is a good thing to keep God always in 
| our thoughts; and in every inſtance in which we receive 
| mercy from his hand, to dart forth a grateful aſcription of 
B Pai to o him, who deals bountiful ly with us. This will 
= LES, prepare 
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prepare us to receive further mercy ; and we may hope 


that God will make our journey through life proſperous, 


T hus are we 70 pray without ceaft Ing, and in For, thing 10 
OY Lhanks. 


* 


1 
** —— . 


—_— 


c 1 A P. XXI. 29, to the end; 
N D R ebekah had a brother, and his name [was] 


"Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, un. 
30 to the well. And it came to paſs, when he ſaw the ear- _ 
ring and bracelets upon his fiſter's hands, and when he 

| heard the words of Rebekah his ſiſter, ſaying, Thus 

ſpake the man unto me; that he came unto the man; ++ 

31 and, behold, he ſtood bv the camels at the well. And 
be faid, Come in, thou bleſſed of the Logp, whom God 

Halli ſo eminently favoured and bleſſed: wherefore ſtandeſt 

thou without? for J have prepared the houſe, and room 

32 for the camels. And the man came into the houſe: 

aud he ungirded his camels, and gave ſtraw and pro- 
vender for the camels, and water to waſh his feet and 

the men's feet that [were] with him; for in thoſe hit 
countries they went either barefoot, or with ſandals only. 

33 And there was ſet [meat] before him to eat: but he 

ſiaid, I will not eat until [ have told mine errand, And : 

he faid, Speak on. = 

34 And he ſaid, I ſam] Abratiamis ſervant. And 

the Lord hath bleſſed my maſter greatly; and he is be. 
come great: and he hath given him flocks, and herds, 
and filver, and gold, and men ſervants, and maid 

36 ſervants, and camels, and aſſes. And Sarah my maſ- 
ter's wife bare a ſon to my maſter when ſhe was old, 4) 

24 ſupernatural work of God: and therefore ſomething ex- 

traordinary may be expefed from him: and unto him hath 
37 he given, by promiſe, all that he hath. And my maſter 

made me ſvear, ſaying, T hou ſhalt not take a wife to 
muy ſon of the daughters of the Canaanites, in whoſe 
38 land I dwell : But thou ſhalt go unto my tather's houſe, 
and to my kindred, and take a wife unto my ſon. 

39 And J ſaid unto my maſter, Perauventure the woman 


1 5 will 


43 
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4 will: not follow me. And he ſaid unto me, The Lokp, 
before whom I walk, will fend his angel with thee, and 
proſper thy way; and thou ſhalt take a wife for my ſon 
41 of my kindred, and of my father's houſe : Then thalt 
thou be clear from [this] my oath, when thou comeſt 
to my kindred; and if they give not thee [one,] thou 
ſhalt be clear from my oath, and whatever might be 
42 the conſequence of the violation thereof. And I came this 
day unto the well, and ſaid, O Logp God of my 
maſter Abraham, if now thou do proſper my way which 
43 1 go: Behold, I ſtand by the well of water; and it ſhall 
come to paſs, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw water,] and I ſay to her, Give me, I pray thee, 
44 a little water of thy pitcher to drink; And ſhe ſay to 
me, Both drink thou, and I will alſo draw. for thy 
camels: [let] the ſame [be] the woman whom the 
45 Loy hath appointed out for my maſter's ſon. And 


before I had done ſpeaking 1 in mine heart, behold, Re- 


bekah came forth with her pitcher on her ſhoulder ; and 

ſhe went down unto the well, and drew [ water : J ] wad 5 
i faid unto her, Let me drink, 1 pray an ok 

made haſte, and let down her pitcher from 125 [ſhoul- 
der, ] and faid, Drink, and I will give thy camels drink 
alſo: fo I drank, and ſhe made the camels drink alſo. 

47 And I aſked her, and ſaid, Whoſe daughter [art] thou? 

And ſhe ſaid, The: daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's ſon, 

_ whom Milcah bare unto him : and I put the earring 
48 upon her face, and the bracelets upon her hands. And 1 
I bowed down my head, and worſhipped the Se and 

bleſſed the LORD God of my maſter Abraham, which had 
led me in the right way to take my maſter's brother's 
49 daughter unto his fon. And now if ye will deal kindly 


and truly with my maſter, ſhow true kindneſs and real 


friendſhip in giving your daughter to his fon, tell me: and 


if not, tell me; that I may turn to the right hand, or 


Nu the left, and ſerk a wife for him elſewhere. 5 
Then Laban and Bethuel anſwered and 1 The 
3 proceedeth from the LoRxbD: we cannot ſpeak: 1 Un- _ 
to thee bad or good, any thing which may hinder ity de- 
. Sign; but do fu aequreec in this frange Providence, Behold, 
85 == Rebekah T6 
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Rebekah [is] before thee, take 1: and go, and 

let her be thy maſter's ſon's wife, as the Lok hath 

ſpoken, directed by his providence, as we plainly perceive 

52 by the whole of this buſineſs. And it came to paſs, that, 
when Abraham's ſervant heard their words, he wor- 
ſhipped the Logy, [bowing himſelf] to the earth, and 

5 3 praiſing him for having thus inclined their hearts. And the 
ſervant brought forth jewels of filver, and jewels of 
gold, and raiment, and gave [them] to Rebekah: he 

gave alſo to her brother and to her mother precious 

things, as @ proof of fs maſter's wealth and generoſity, and 

54 in return for their civility to him. And they did eat and 
drink, he and the men that [were] with him, and tar- 
ried all night; and they roſe up in the morning, and he 
55 ſaid, Send me away unto my maſter. And her brother 
aand her mother faid, Let the damſel abide with us [a 
506 few] days, at the leaſt ten; after that ſhe ſhall go. And 
be ſaid unto them, Hinder me not, ſeeing the Lon d 
| hath proſpered my way; ſend me away that I may go 

57 to my maſter. And they ſaid, We will call the dam- 

5 88 ſel, and enquire at her mouth. And they called Re- 
— | bekah, and ſaid unto her, Wilt thou go with this man? 
And, having an high opinion of the piety of Abraham's fami- 
Hs., from what ſhe had ſeem in his ſervant, ſhe ſaid, I will 
59 go. And they ſent away Rebekah their ſiſter, and her 
60 nurſe, and Abraham's ſervant, and his men. And they 
bleſſed Rebekah, and ſaid unto her, Thou [art] our 
ſiſter, be thou (the mother] of thouſands of millions, 
and let thy ſeed poſſeſs the gate of thoſe which hate 
them. Probably Eliezer had told them there was ſuch 
„„ promiſe made to Abraham and his ſeed, and here they 
5! turn it into a prayer and a blefſing. And Rebekah aroſe, 
and her damſels, and they rode upon the camels, and 
followed the man: and the feryant took Rebekah, and Z 
EC: Went his way. 5 
3 . And Ifac came from the way af hs well Lithai: 
1 63 roi; for he dwelt in the ſouth country. And Iſaac 


Mx went out to meditate in the field at the even-tide, to 
1 converſe with God and himſelf by pious thoughts and eja- 
NN culations, and fer vent 2. and he lifted up his eyes. 

— —ͤ— 5 and 
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64 and ſaw, and behold the camels [were] coming. And 
Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when ſhe ſaw Iſaac, ſhe 

| 65 lighted off the camel. For ſhe [had] faid unto the ſer⸗ 

© vant, What man [is] this that walketh in the field to 

meet us? And the ſervant [had] faid, It [is] my maſter: 

66 therefore ſhe took a veil, and covered herſelf. And the 


67 ſervant told Iſaac all things that he had done. And 


Iſaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took _ 
Rebekah, and by the ſolemnity of marriage ſhe became his 
wife; and he loved her: and Iſaac was comforted after 
his mother's death,] which was about three years before, 
and for twwhich he ſtill grieved. This was very ſuitable to 

Iſaac's character, __ ſeems to have been as olameleſs 4 

perſon as — 4 We read of. ” 


REFLECTIONS. 


MY 7E ſe what great bleſſings good as are to 

5 a family; and ſervants may here ſee what they 

ought to be. Abraham was ſo well convinced of Eliezer's 
piety and fidelity, that he truſted him with this moſt im- 


portant concern, for he was old, and could not go on the 


buſineſs himſelf. Here is a good example to ſervants, This 


man was eminent for piety; he abounded in prayer and de- 
votion, called upon God in every ſtep he took, and praiſed —_ 
him for every mercy he received. He was mach acquainted _ 
with the methods of providence z Joined with pleaſure, un 


doubtedly, in the religious exerciſes of Abraham's family, : 


and carried his religion with him wherever he went. He 


delivered his maſter's orders with all fidelity and diligence, 
and with a great deal of prudence and caution ; he did his 
buſineſs with diſpatch; he minded it more than his meat or 
drink; he would not eat till he had told his errand. He re- 
| garded his maſter's profit and comfort, more than his own 
pleaſure. He knew his maſter would be anxious to know 


what ſucceſs he met with, and that affairs wanted him at 
| home; he was therefore in haſte to return, Let ſervants 
learn Gs this example, firſt, to ſerve their maſter. in hea- 


ven, by prayer and devotion; and 7o ſoow all good fidelity to 
their maſters on earth, by being — in their buſineſs, 
Vor. I. 8 1 K 5 — and 
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Rebekah [is] before thee, take her,] and go, and 


let her be thy maſter's ſon's wife, as the Lorp hath 
ſpoken, directed by his providence, as we plainly perceive 
52 by the whole of this buſineſs. And it came to paſs, that, 


when Abraham's ſervant heard their words, he Wor- 
ſdipped the Lok, [bowing himſelf] to the earth, au 
53 proifing him for having thus inclined their hearts, And the 
ſervant brought forth jewels of filver, and jewels of 


gold, and raiment, and gave [them] to Rebekah: he 


gave alſo to her brother and to her mother ag 
things, as a proof of his maſter*s wealth and generoſity, an) 
54 in return for their civility to him. And they did eat and 


drink, he and the men that [were] with him, and tar- 


ried all night; and they roſe up in the morning, and he 
55 ſaid, Send me away unto my maſter. And her brother 
and her mother ſaid, Let the damſel abide with us [a 


56 few] days, at the leaſt ten; after that ſhe ſhall go. And 


| he ſaid unto them, Hide me. not, ſeeing the Lo 
5 hhath proſpered my way; ſend me away that I may go 
57 to my maſter. And they ſaid, We will call the dam 
58 ſel, and enquire at her mouth. And they called Re- 

; 1 and ſaid unto her, Wilt thou go with this man 75 
And, having an high opinion of the piety of Abraham”s fami- 
9, from what ſhe had ſeen in his ſervant, ſhe ſaid, I will 
589 go. And they ſent away Rebekah their ſiſter, and her 
0 nurſe, and Abraham's ſervant, and his men. And they 
bleſſed Rebekah, and ſaid unto her, Thou [art] our 
ſiſter, be thou (the mother] of thouſands of millions, 
and let thy ſeed poſſeſs the gate of thoſe which hate 
them. Probably Fliezer had told them there was ſuch 
1 promiſe made to Abraham and his ſeed, and here they 
61 turn it into a prayer and a bleſſing. And Rebekah aroſe, 
and her damſels, and they rode upon the camels, and 
followed the man : and the ſerv vant t took Rebekah, and 15 


went his way. 


converſe with God and humſelf by pious thoughts and eja- 


Lt: ons, and fervent Prefers and he lifted up his eyes. 
| | Al. 


62 And Iſaac came from the way "of the well 1 | 
63 roi; for he dwelt in the ſouth country. And Ifaac 
Vent out to meditate in the field at the even-tide, 10 
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64 and ſaw, and behold the camels [were] coming. And 
Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when ſhe ſaw Iſaac, ſhe 
| 65 lighted off the camel. For ſhe [had] faid unto the ſer- 
| © vant, What man [is] this that walketh in the field to 
| meet us? And the ſervant [had] faid, It is] my maſter: 
1 6 therefore ſhe took a veil, and covered herſelf, And the 
67 ſervant told Iſaac all things that he had done. And 
Iſaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took 
Rebekah, and by he ſolemnity of marriage ſhe became his 
wife; and he loved her: and Iſaac was comforted after 
his mother's [death,] which was about three years before, 
and for which he ſtill grieved. This was very ſuitable to 
| Taac's character, who ſeems to have been as vlameleſs a 
| | en, as yy" We read of. 


REFLECTIONS. 


. II7E ſe what great bleſſings good ber are to 
$ a family; and ſervants may here ſee what they 


ought to be. Abraham was ſo well convinced of Eliezer's 


| piety and fidelity, that he truſted him with this moſt im. N 


1 portant concern, for he was old, and could not go on the 
| buſineſs himſelf. Here is a good example to ſervants. This 


man was eminent for piety; he abounded in prayer and de- 


votion, called upon God in every ſtep he took, and praiſed 1 
him for every mercy he received. He was much acquainted 


uith the methods of providence ; Joined with pleaſure, un- 
| doubtedly, in the religious exerciſes of Abraham's family, 
| and carried his religion with him wherever he went. He 
| delivered his maſter's orders with all fidelity and diligence, 
and with a great deal of prudence and caution ; he did his 
| buſineſs with diſpatch; he minded it more than his meat or 
| drink; he would not eat till he had told his errand. He re- 

3 garded his maſter's profit and comfort, more than his own _ 
| pleaſure. He knew his maſter would be anxious to know = 
what ſucceſs he met with, and that affairs wanted him at: 


; home; he was therefore 1 in haſte to return, Let ſervants _ 


| learn from this example, firſt, to ſerve thcir maſter in hea- 
| ven, by prayer and devotion; and 10. ſhow all good fidelity to 
| Zheir makers on earth, by being ne in their buſineſs, 
| Vor. 5 = e 
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and not trifling over their work, or ſtaying unneceſlarily 
bon their errands, Let them all remember that they have a 
| maſter in heaven, to whom they are accountable for that 
part of their behaviour which their earthly maſters cannot 
| fee, Thus they will adorn the religion they profeſs, and 
| be a credit and comfort to the families where they live, 
If we defire to have ſuch ſervants, we ſhould do as Abra. 


ham did; command our children and houſehold to oP the NY of : 


the Lord, and to do juſtice and judgment. | 
2. Let us be excited, by the example of Iſaac, to give 


ourſelves to prayer and meditation. Iſaac did not go 
the field to amuſe himſelf, but to converſe with God an 
his own heart. Like him, let us often retire fro e 
world, and leave its company and cares behind us. Let 
us examine our hearts; ſet God before us; and remember 
in our private walks and chambers, that we are not alone, 
for God is with us. Let our walks in the fields be improved 
to ſuch purpoſes; there we ſee the beauties of creation, and 


the goodneſs of God. After the buſineſs of the day, it is 


delightful to refreſh ourſelves with ptous meditations, and 


to take a review of God's goodneſs and dealings with us. 
— Thus we ſhall be likely to meet with mercies and comforts 

in our walks, as Ifaac did; and ſhall be training up for that 

world, where they ne — 9 nor are . in ne 


c H A P. XXV. Pat 


5 Alterations i in families of di eder are muck taken notice at and. 
the common topic of converſation. Here are ſeveral particulars | 
relating to Abraham's family worthy of our attention; namely, 


is ſecond marriage; the diſtribution of his goods his death. 
55 and burial; and ſome account of the deſcendants of Iſhmael. 


HEN again, after Saral's death and Laac's mai. 
riage, Abraham, wanting à companion in his old 
age, web a wife, called @ concubine, and her name was]! 
|  Keturah, She was born in his houſe, and perhaps the chief 
2 of his maid . And the bare kim A ix ſons, namely, 


Zimran, = 
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Zimran, and Jokſhan, and Medan, and Midian,* and 
3 Iſnbak, and Shuah.' And Jokſhan begat Sheba, and 
* Dedan. And the ſons of Dedan were Aſshurim, Le- 
4 tuſhim, and Leummim. And the ſons of Midian were 
ve; Ephah, and Epher, and Hanoch, and Abidah, | 
and Eldaah. All theſe [were] the children of Keturah.“ 
„ And Abraham gave all that he had unto Iſaac, as 
3 6 being his only heir, and the child of promiſe. But unto the 
| ſons of Hagar and Keturah,” the concubines which Abra- 
| ham had, Abraham gave gifts, money and goods, and 
ſent them away from Iſaac his ſon, while he yet lived, 
_ eaſtward, unto the eaſt country,“ that wad =_w nt 
interfere with him or claim the land. 5 
7 And theſe [are] the days of the years of Abrahams "2 
life which he lived, an hundred threeſcore and fifteen 
: 8 years; his latter days were ſpent in ſilence and peace. Then 
Abraham gave up the ghoſt, yielded his ſpirit calmly and 


cheerfully to God, and died in a good old age, hat is, in 

an holy old age, free from the calamities and infirmities which 

often attend that period, an old man and full [of years; ", 

and was gathered to his people, 10 his pious anceſtors in the 
5 other world. And his ſons Ifaac and Iſhmael buried him 


in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the 

| ſon of Zoar the Hittite, which [is] before Mamre ; 
10 The field which Abraham purchaſed of the ſons of 

Tn there was Abraham buried, and Sarah his wife. 


And it came to paſs after the death of Abraham, ” 


%%% np. 4 

. The father of the Midianites, of whom we read chap. xxxvi, #5 
| 35. . N. 6. 
o Theſe children fnttled- in Amis and 1 and became: the. 
| heads of families or tribes. Job probably deſcended from ſome 
of them, as Bildad ſeems to have done from Shuah. 0 
We read afterwards of the five kings of Midian; ſo that 
probably a ſmall kingdom roſe from each of theſe. = 
Tho' Sarah was dead when he married Keturah, yet it 7 er 
: ſhe was but a half wife, becauſe her children did not inherit. 
That is, Arabia, which lay eaſt of Canaan. Hence they are 
ſometimes called children of the eaſt, All the reſt was given to 
Ilaac, agreeable to the marriage ſettlement with Rebekah, D 
© Full of days. Samar. Pent. | 
3 Iſnmael ſeems to have had a great oc ir his ther, 
and perhaps often ſaw him; and now at tens af not r before, lſaae 
and he were reconciled. 


— ame 
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12 Now theſe [are] the generations of Iſhmael, Abra. 


13 maid, bare unto Abraham: And theſe [are] the names 


14 and Kedar,* and Adbeel, and Mibſam, And Miſhma, 

15 Hadar, and Tema, from whom Eliphaz, Fob's friend, 
16 came, Jetur, Naphiſh, and Kedemah : Theſe [are] the 
17 their nations.” And theſe [are] the years of the life of 
he gave up the ghoſt and died; and was gathered unto 


18 his people. And they, Ihmael”s ſons, dwelt from Ha- 
vilah unto Shur, that [is] before Egypt, as thou goeſt 


. HE death of Abraham may convince us of u f- 


man; a friend of God, and his peculiar favourite; and, ac- | 


135 cording to our Lord's reaſoning, the covenant made with 
him extended to ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings. When God 


i ed, that he was to live for ever in a future ſtate z and that 


that God bleſſed his ſon Iſaac, applying and confirming ts 
him the promiſes made to Abraham , and Thins dwelt by the 
well Labai-roi; near the place where the Lord appeared to 


Hlagar when fhe fled from Sarah. 
ham's fon, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's hand. 


of the ſons of Iſhmael, by their names, according to 
their generations: the firſt born of Iſhmael, Nebajoth;“ 


and Dumah, from whom came the Idumeans, and Maſſa, 
ſons of Iſhmael, and theſe [are] their names, by their 
__ towns, and by their caſtles : ; twelve princes according to 


Iſſhmael, an hundred and thirty and ſeven years: and 


toward Aſſyria, almoſt acroſs the north part of Arabia- 
fand] he died in the preſence of all his brethren; he 

original is, he fell, that is, his lot fell, in the mid 5 his 

e as the oe foretold to __ EDT - 


REFLECTIONS. 


ture ſtate, He was an eminently pious and good 


promiſed that he would be a Gop to Abraham, it intimat- 


both 


» Hanes Arabia is . called by the antients, Nabatæa. 


Another part of Arabia; and hence we read of dwelling in 
the tents of Kedar. 


7 Twelve heads of houſes or tithes; and they continued ſo till. 
near four hundred years after Chriſt, Thus the promiſe made 


; F ie.” that ter Aud ſhould not be numbered for multitude, was. 
_ fulfilied, . 


CTENESTS XXIV : 
both ſoul and body were to be happy there, We can never 


think that ſo good a man as Abraham was loſt in the cave; 
no; his deſire to be buried there, {poke his hope and ex- 
pectation, not only that his ſeed ſhould poſſeſs the earthly 


| Canaan, but that he ſhould poſſeſs an heavenly one. So 


; Paul interprets it, of ſeeking a better country, that is, an 
| Jeavenly, The faith of this patriarch was remarkable; he 


looked to things unſeen and eternal; and firmly believed 


that God had provided for him a better city. His removal 


from this world, after ſo many appearances of God to him 
and for him, after the covenant ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, and 
| ſo many promiſes made, lead us to conclude, that he went 
to dwell with God, in that ſtate where all his pious ſervants 
| ſhall\be happy with him, and where he was gathered to his 


own people. Let us firmly believe in a future ſtate, which 
is ſo much more clearly revealed in the goſpel, and give all 


| diligence to prepare for it. It is called Abraham's boſom, 
| becauſe he was fo intimate a friend of the moſt High, and 
therefore admitted to peculiar nearneſs to God; and our 


Lord tells us, that many ſhall come from the eaſt and the weſt, 


from the north and the ſouth, and fit down with Abraham, I 


Iſaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of their heavenly father. 
2. We learn that there is very little in worldly grandeur. 


| Tac lived obſcurely in tents, a ſolitary paſtoral lite, and 
| yet was the friend of God and the heir of heaven; while 
Iſhmael had a large and ſpacious country, numerous de- 
ſcendants, towns and caſtles, and his ſons were all princes. 
One vould be ready to conclude, Surely this is the heir f 


the promiſe. But when we judge by appearance we gene— 


rally judge falſely; not many wiſe, not many noble and mighty 


are called. It is fo now: the beſt men often fare worſt 


| 3s to temporal things. It was ſo formefly, under a more 
equal providence; no wonder it ſhould be fo now, when 
we are called to live by faith and not by fight; and are 
to wait for our good things till hereafter. While Iſhmael _ 
was ſo great, and made ſuch a figure among the nations, 
Iſaac and his family were little, and lived retired and 


obſcure but yet, to him were the beſt bleſſings pro- 


miſed; in his ſeed was the covenant eſtabliſhed ; while | 


Iſhmael, with all his wealth and power, Was a ſtranger to 
K 7 © the 
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the covenant of promiſe, Thus many, even now, have 
their riches and honours, while they are enemies of God 
and children of diſobedience. On the contrary, holy 
ſouls, who live in retirement, in order that they may 
converſe with God and their own hearts, have moſt eaſe 
and comfort; and the thoughts of having God for their 


God, is a noble ſource of joy, and a ſpring of unutterable 


delight. Shall we then fooliſniy chooſe or wiſh for our por- 


tion to be among the princes and lords of the earth, and 


envy their grandeur and power, when” we ſee that thoſe 


are happieſt who want theſe things? Shall we ſeek to he 


rich and great, when ſo many better bleſſings are promiſed 
to us? Let us not act ſo ſtupid a part; but /eek firſt the king- 


dom of God and his righteouſneſs, and ather things, all other 


important bleſſings, ſhall be added to us: that, like Iſaac, we 
may dwell comfortably in the communion of God's church 
and people, and be preparing for the heavenly Canaan, 


where Iſaac has his reſidence, and all the TO o__ of 


- old their eternal "ogg. 
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c 1 A P. XXV. 19, to the . 


5 Contains an account of the birth and charafter of 2 5 Kut; ; 


and of Eſau ſelling his birthright to Jacob. 


19 
39. 


Was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the 


daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Padan- um, the 


ſiſter to Laban the Syrian. 


21 And Iſaac antreated, prayed firoouth ond continually, 
for near twenty years together, to the Lok p for his wife, 
| becauſe ſhe [was] barren; and the Loxp was intreated 


22 of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. And the 
children, in an unuſual and painful manner, ſtruggled to- 


gether within her; a preſage of the enmity which would ſub/i}t 
_ between their poſterity : and ſhe ſaid, If [it be] ſo, why 
lam! { thus? f God hath ay wered our prayers, oy am 1 


"2 4 3 


N D theſe [are] the generations of Iſaac, Abra- 
ham's ſon: Abraham begat Iſaac: And Iſaac 


- — . 
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in danger of death? why did ] conceive if I cannot be deli 
23 vered? And ſhe went to enquire of the Loap, Ly ſo- 
lemmn prayer, and other acts of devotion. And the Logp 
ſaid unto her, Iwo heads of nations are] in thy womb; 
two children, different in their bodily conſtitution, in their 
temper of mind, in their courſe of attion, and the practice 
of religion; and two manner of people ſhall be ſepa- 
rated from thy bowels, the Edomites and the Iſraelites 
and [the one] people ſhali be ſtronger than [the 
other] people, the Edomites ſball be ſtronger than the 
Iſraelites for a time, but afterwards it ſhall be otherwiſe ; 
and the elder ſhall ſerve the younger. This was fulfilled © 
in David's time, when the aeſcendants of Eſau were con. 
a, 
. I And when han days to be delivered were fulklle be- 
25 hold, [there were] twins in her womb. And the firſt came 
| out red, all over like an hairy garment, a ſtrong, full. 
grown child: and they called his name Eſau, which fig 
nifies perfeied, being of a more ſtrong and perfect natural 
conſtitution, than other children uſually are; and hairy, like 
26 a man full grown. And after that came his brother out, 
and his hand took hold on Eſau's heel, as if he would 
' draw him back, that he might be born firft , and his name 
was called Jacob, which figmfies a ſupplanter ; a divine 
preſage of what would afterwards come Io paſs : and Iſaac 
[was] threeſcore years old when ſhe bare them. 5 
27 And the boys grew: and Eſau was a cunning hunter, 
a man of the field, ſpending moſt of his time abroad in the 
Feld, in hunting and tlie like exefciſes ; and Jacob [was] a 
plain man, dwelling in tents ; keeping at home, and minding 
| © *houſehold. affairs, and the herds and flocks of his father. 
* 28 And Ifaac loved Eſau, becauſe he did eat of his] veni- 
ſeon, and confidered the preſents he brought him as tokens of 
reſpect: but Rebekah loved Jacob, becauſe of his more 
mild and gentle temper, his piety, and the divine prediction 
29 concerning him. And Jacob ſod pottage, had prepared 
ſome rich broth or ſoup : and Eſau came from the field, 
zo and he [was] faint, being fatigued with his exerciſe : And 
Efau 128 to Lots Feed me, 1 * thee, with — 
REES = Wo 5 
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ſame red pottage]; for l [am] faint : therefore Was 


31 his name called Edom, that is, red. And Jacob, 
taking advantage of his brother's nicety and haſty temper, 
ſaid, Sell me this day, ſpeedily without delay, thy birth. 


| 32 right.“ And Eſau ſaid, Behold, 1 [am] at the point 


to die, always in danger of my liſe: and what profit ſhall 


e birthright do to me when I am dead? I care nothing: 
| 33 for it. And Jacob ſaid, Swear to me this day; and he. 
being a profane man, and not regarding an oath, ſware unto 
34 him: and he fold his birthright unto Jacob. » Then 
Iuacob gave Efau bread and pottage of lentiles; and he 


did eat and drink, and roſe up, and went his way, 


_ without ſhowing any remorſe or ſorrow for his profane bor. 
gain, for his ingratitude to God, or the injury he had done 


himſelf and all his poſterity , preferring the preſent and mo- 
mentary gratification of his appetite, before his father”s bleſ. 


ing, and all the privileges of the En thus Eſau 


. [his] e 


R E F. L E ol T [ 0 N 85 
2 T. us hk the blefling and counſel of God 4 in al 


our affairs, Theſe good men of old were men of 


prayer; they lived near to God, and converſed much with 
\ ame Let us emulate their piety, and, in every time of . 
difficulty, ſeek the Lord; ſo Iſaac did, for his wife and 
with her, as the word might be rendered. God is capable 
of giving thoſe bleſſings which ſeem moſt unlikely. Let us 
7 in faith; vaiting for the e of our deſire, 


% 2 e tho? ” 


ig Perhaps it was tinctured red by ſaffron, or ſome other herbs 


or ſpices; and ſo of an agreeable flavour and ſmell. Feed me with 
that red red, for I am faint, The word red is repcated in the 


original; which ſhowed his extreme faintneſs, and che impatience 
of his appetite. Epir. 


Several privileges attended this. as for ener a . por- 


tion of the father's goods; greater authority and dignity in 
the family; and probably ſome ſpiritual bleſſings, particularly the 

conducting of religious ſervices, and inſtructing the younger bran- 
: ches of it, 


o Jn the whole of this, Jacob was highly. to bine, and did 


not act that plain and honourable part he ought to have done ; 


he took an unfair W and hufried on an unfair bargain. 


ot 
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ho? it ſhould be long delayed. God promiſed Iſaac a nu- 
merous offspring, yet he prayed. God's promiſes are de- 
figned to encourage, and not to ſuperſede our prayers ; for 
this will I be ſought unto, to do it for them, ſaith the Lord. Iſaac 
prayed for near twenty years, before he was anſwered. Thus 
men ought always to pray and not to faint, being aflured;that _ 
God will at length be the rewarder of all them that dilhenty 

ſeek him. Let us thus aſk that we may receive, and ſeek 


that we may find, in every affair of doubt and uncertainty. 
Let us enquire of the Lord, as Rebekah did: and tho' we 


have no Shekinah, or viſible appearance of God among us, 
and tho' dreams and viſions are not to be expected, yet by 
his ſecret influences God can ſhow us the path of life, and 
lead us in the right way to a city of habitation, If in all our 
ways we acknowledge him, he will direct our paths. He hath 
aſtoniſhing and unexpected methods in the courſe of his 
providence to ſhow us our duty : let us therefore wait on 
him continually, This will be a preſent eaſe and ſatisfaction 
to the mind, amidſt ten thouſand uneaſy ſtruggles, and is 


the likelieſt-way to have ſucceſs. The ſucceſs that Iſaac 


found in his prayer, and the anſwer Rebekah received to 


ber inquiry, ſhould teach us 70 be careful for nothing, that is, 
not to be immoderately anxious about any event, but by 
| prayer and thankſgiving make known our requeſts unto (od. 


2. Let us learn, from the example of Eſau, not to in- 
dulge ſenſual appetites and paſſions, and deſpiſe our ſpirit- = 
nal birthright. This is Paul's reflection in Hes. x1. 16. 


| ft there be any fornicator, or profane perſon among you, who, 


like Eſau, for one morſel of meat ſold his birthright, We are 


God's rational creatures, formed for himſelf, and born for 


| eternal glory : that ſpiritual birthright is ours, if we do 
not miſs of it thro' our own folly. Let us be thankful that 


we are mage capable of being happy, have rational facul- 


| ties, and immortal natures, Let us praiſe God that we are | 


diſtinguiſhed from the heathen nations, in having an aſſur- 
ance of a future eternal world; and that fo many ſpiritual | 


bleflings are promiſed us in our way to it. May we guard 


againſt every thing that would alienate our minds from it, 


and make us deſpiſe the favour of God's covenant ; or think 
| lghtly of his bleſſings, and eſteem them not worth having. 


He 
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He will juſtly. be diſpleaſed if we do ſo; and will not ſuffer 
them to be deſpiſed with impunity. Let us eſpecially guard 
againſt fleſnly ſuits: ; all degrees of ſenſuality, and particularly 
ſuch a love of meat and drink, as would unfit us for com. 
munion with God, and the pleaſures of devotion. This many 
may indulge, who are not called drunkards orgluttons. What 
"0 wretched figure does Eſau make ! And how do we pity 
his folly, who for a meal of meat would ſell his birthright, 
his worldly goods, his authority, and his father's blefling, 


And are not thoſe greater fools, who ſacrifice their ſouls for 


ſuch things? Yet, alas! how many, like him, are always 


ſtudying how to indulge their appetites; eager after every 
thing that is new, and grateful to their taſte; and are ready 


do faint and die if their appetite be not indulged ! ! What an 


unmanly temper is this! What a contemptible figure do ſuch | 
| perſons make in the eyes of all ſerious and thinking men 
What a wretched thing is it fof Chriſtians to make a god of 
| their belly, fell their claim to eternal happineſs, and facrifice 
their precious ſouls to pleaſe their palates | What a dreadful 
bargain do they make Efau, if he had poſſeſſed but a little 
- patience and ſelf-denial, might have had his hunger ſatisfied, 
and kept his birthright, So we may moderately uſe the good 
- _ s of lite, and our ſpiritual intereſt not be in danger by 
2 if men will make proviſion for the fleſh, run on to 
3 and deſtroy their reaſon, then, when their paſſions 
are ſtrong, they will do any thing; blaſpheme God, injure 
their neighbours, and ſport away their ſouls: and their 
caſe will be the ſame as Eſau's; they, if they do not repent 
immediately, may find no place for repentance hereafter ; 
nor will God accept them; but, cock ing to his threaten- 
ings, exclude all fuch ſhameleſs perſons from the kingdom 
of heaven, as he did Efau from the earthly Canaan. Let us 
therefore be upon our guard, knowing that we are in a cor- 


1 rupt body, and eaſily led aſtray; ſurrounded with bad ex- 


amples, and expoſed to the ſolicitations of the evil one, who 
takes advantage of all our haſty paſſions, to hurry us on to 
fin and ruin. Let us deny ourſelves, keep under our. 
bodies, and be ſpiritually minded; never reſign ſpiritual 

bleſſings and eternal glory, for any of the accommodations 
and delights of this world. Vetter, & thouſand times bet- 
T . ter, 
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ter, to die by hunger or thirſt, than to go down to deſtruc- 
tion, where there is not a crumb of comfort, or a drop of 
eaſe, If we habituate ourſelves to a ſteady courls of ſobriet 
and heavenly-mindednels, God will delight to bleſs us; 
| he will fulfil the promiſe of his covenant to us here, and 
| at length give us a place in 45 chureh * the Ji boru that 
| are written in Heaven, | | 


2s 0+ . * 


* bed * 
6 . 


„ CH: APV NEVE. 
| We have here Thar s departure to Gerar, on account of the fa- 
mine; his denying his wife, and the reproof for it; the envy 


and contention of the Philiſtines at his proſperity ö tho e 
| between him and Abimelech ; and lie marriage of his eldeſt 


om Eſau. 


ND there was a umibe in the land, belides the 

firſt famine that was in the days of Abraham. 

Tuo à good land, yet it was turned into barrenneſs by the | 
wickedneſs of thoſe who dwelt therein. And Ifaac went 


unto Abimelech king of the Philiſtines, (not the ſame SG 


| Abimelech that was mentioned before, but his ſon, or Ar. : 
1 ceſſor, ) unto Gerar, where Iſaac was born, 
2. And the Logp appeared unto him, and Gd; Go 
| not down into Egypt, where Abraham went , but dwell i in 
the land which I ſhall tell thee of: Thus God was pleaſed 
to direct his ſteps, and alſo to renew the promiſe made to 
3 Abraham, ſaying, Sojourn in this land, and I will be with 
thee, and will bleſs thee ; for unto thee, and unto thy 
ſeed, I will give all theſe countries, and! will perform 
4 the oath which I ſware unto Abraham thy father; and 
I will make thy ſeed to multiply as the ſtars of heaven, 
and will give unto thy ſeed all theſe countries; and 
in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed; 
5 fur thi reaſon, Becauſe that Abraham obeyed my voice, 


and kept my charge, my. commandments, my ſtatutes, 
and my laws. 


6 And 
* i muſt give bib delight 1 to Iſaac to hear his father thus 


honourably mentioned, and it was a powerful motive to him to 
E 80 and do likewiſe. ; 


- 
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6 7 And Iſaac dwelt in Gerar: And the men of the 


place aſked [him] of his wife; and he ſaid, She [is] 


my ſiſter : for he feared to ſay, She is] my wiſe; z leſt, 
[ſaid he,] the men of the place ſhould kill me for 


Rebekah; becauſe the [was] fair to look upon. Thus 


he fell into the. ſame ſnare and ſm that Abraham did. 
8 And it came to paſs, when he had been there a long 


time, that Abimelech king of the Philiſtines looked out 


at a window, and ſaw, and, behold, Iſaac [was] ſporting 
With Rebekah his wife; v fi ng ſome familiarity, which he 


= thought a man of Tſaac's gravity and goodneſs would not toke 
g with his fiſker. And Abimelech called Iſaac, and ſaid, 
Behold, of a ſurety ſhe [is] thy wife: and how ſaidſt thou 
She [is] my ſiſter? And Iſaac faid unto him, Becauſe [ 


10 ſaid, Leſt 1 die for her. And Abimelech ſaid, What 


[is] this thou haſt done unto us? one of the people 


might lightly have lien with thy wife, and thou ſhouldſt 


11 have brought guiltineſs upon us.“ And Abimelech 


charged all [his] people, ſaying, He that toucheth, or 
 hurteth, this man or his wife ſhall ay be Pat 99 


death. 


12 Then Iſaac Sed in ſome port of that land, which he 
Jud probably tired, and received in the fame year an 
| 13 hundred fold: and the Lonxp bleſſed him: And the 
man waxed great, and went forward, aud grew until he 
14 became very great: For he had poſſeſſion of flocks, 
Ne of ſervants, for 5 
managing his huſbandry: and the Philiſtines envied him. 
15 For all the wells which his father's ſervants had digged 
in the days of Abraham his father, the Philiſtines, con- 
trary to their covenant and oath, (ch. xxi. 30, 31.) had ſtop- 5 
ped them, and filled them with earth, becauſe they envied 
16 Jſaac. And Abimelech ſaid unto Iſaac, Go from us; for 
thou art much mightier than we; this may breed conten- 
- 17 tions, and be attended with dangerous conſequences. And 
Iſaac, without reſi 1 0 and 1 peace ſake, gave up his 
Land- 


a Such an enormous crim! did the Philifines think aduhery : 


and poſſeſſion of herds, and great 


to be, that Abimelech expected God would have puniſhed all his 
country for it. 3 8 5 — 


0 
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J lands and departed thence, and pitched his tent in the 
valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

13 And Ifaac digged again the wells of Väter, which 

they had digged in the days of Abraham his father ;* | 
for the Philiſtines had ſtopped them after the death of 
Abraham: and he called their names after the names by 

which his father had called them, out of reſpect 40 his fas 

= 19. ther's memory. And Ifaac's ſervants digged in the valley, 


20 and found there a well of ſpringing water. And the | 


herdmen of Gerar did ftrive with Iſaac's heities, ſay- 
ing, The water Lis] ours: and he called the name of the 
well Eſek, that is, contention; becauſe they ſtrove with 
| 21 him. And they digged another well, and ftrove for that 
| alſo: and he called the name of it Sitnah, that is, hatred. 
22 And he removed from thence, and digged another well; 
and for that they ſtrove not: and he called the name of 
it Rehoboth, iat is, room; and he faid, For now the 
Lon hath made room for us, and we ſhall be fruitful 
. in the land. = 

23 And after ſome time, the 1 being nbd. = _ 
: r of the Philiſtines, he went up from thence to Beer- | 

24 ſheba. And the Loxp appeared unto him the ſame 
night, and ſaid, I [am] the God of Abraham thy fa- 
ther: fear not theſe Philiſtines, or any miſchief by them, 
for I ſam] with thee, and will bleſs thee, and multiply 


thy ſeed for my ſervant Abraham's ſake, and for the ſake 
25 of the covenant made with him, And he builded an altar 
there, and called upon the name of the Logo, and 


pitched his tent there : and there Haac® s ſervants digged 
__a well. „ 15 
26 Then Abins lech went to him * Cos, and 


Ahuzzath one of his friends, and Phichol* the chief 


27 captain of his army. And Ifaac faid unto them, Where- - 
fore come ye to me, ſeeing ye hate me, and have ſent : 
. 8 me a from . And they Kid, We faw OY = 


that Wy 


Mr This ks had a i to do by agreement and there he was 
lure to find water. 
This was probably a general. name for the chief officer of 
| the army. | | 
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that the Lonp was with thee: and we ſaid, Let there 
be now an oath betwixt us, [even] betwixt us and thee, 
29 and let us make a covenant with thee ; That thou wilt 
do us no hurt, as we have not touched thee, and as we 
have done unto thee nothing but good, and have ſent 
' thee away in peace: thou [art] now the bleſſed of the 
 Logp; and fince God hath bleſſed thee ſo abundantly, thou 
 oughteſs not to remember the ſmall unkindneſs ſhowed thee, 
30 And he made them a feaſt, and they did eat and drink, 
31 And they roſe up betimes | in the morning, and ſware 
one to another: and Iſaac ſent them away, and they 
32 departed from him in peace. And it came to paſs the 
| fame day, that Iſaac's ſervants came, and told him con- 
ceerrring the well which they had digged, and faid unto 
> | 3 him, We have found water, And he called it Shebah, 
sat is, an oath: therefore the name of the city [is] 
| Beer-ſheba, that is, the well of the oath, unto this day. 


. 5 24 And Eſau was forty years old when he took to wite a 


Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Baſhe- 
math the daughter of Elon the Hittite, both of them 
£ 35 Canaanites : Which were a grief of mind unto Iſaac and 


to Rebekah; being contrary ta the conan EY his b | 
NE. and grandjather. ons 


REFLECTIONS. 


<ul 0 W comfortable” is it to converſe wk God, as 
Y the God of our fathers! It was ſo to Ifaac. He 
abel was glad that he was the heir of ſo good a man, 
and to have the promiſe, made to Abraham, renewed to 


--- Mn and his ſeed. As we deſire the God of our fathers to | 


bleſs us, let us ſee to it that we walk in their ſteps. Know 
thou the God of thy fathers, and ſerve him with a perfets heart. 


Le, and a willing mind. As our God, let us praiſe ] him; as our 


3 Pearance of God twice for his bother, ſhould have oye 


| fathers' God, let us exalt him. 


2. We are in danger of imitating * Sade of pac f 
men who are near and dear to us. Affection for them, and 
regard to their memory, leſſen their faults in our eſteem. 

| There was a meanneſs even in Iſaac's conduct. The ap- 


him 


Y.-M: a. * 
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| kim to act better; but he fell into the ſame error. We 


have all need to be watchful in following the example even 
of good men, leſt we adopt their miſcarriages : we ſhould 


| follow them no further than they fOLowen Chriſt; only W 
| that which is good. 


3 Adultery 1 is a great FEE and bringe guilt upon a N 


| nation; it is baſeneſs and injuſtice both to God and man; 
it was condemned by heathen nations; by the law of the 


| Tews ſuch were to be p o death; ſo they were by the 
Saxon law; and it is lang i it 


fane perſons may think 5 ſpeak lightly of it, but ſuch 


God will judge; and they that ao Ju things ſhall not inherit ” 
| the kingdom of God. 


ſhould not be ſo now. Pro- 1 


4. Let us ſeek the bleſing of: the Lord, that maketh 


rich. Iſaac occupied other people's land, and the Lord 
bleſſed him. On that we ſhould all depend. Let thoſe 


whoſe labour is in the field, and who cultivate the land, 
look up to God for a bleſſing on the ſeed they ſow, and 
pray the God of nature to proſper their labour. Let miniſ- 


ters alſo look to God to proſper the ſeed of the word, that 15 
it may not return void, but bring forth abundant fruit to 


the glory of God, and the eternal advantage of men's 


ſouls. Neither is he that ſoweth or planteth any ing, nor 5 
that watereth, but God that giveth the mereaſe, | 


5. It is God that maketh room for us in every kb : 


ſettlement, v. 22. After difficulties and ſtraits God will 
bring us into a large place, and make our way proſperous. 
Let us ſee his hand and adore his goodneſs, who fixes our 
ſtations, and makes our endeavours ſucceſsful ; and e 
| him all the praiſe. We ſhall be likely to find it fo, if we 
ſtudy a peaceful, contented ſpirit, and give up our intereſt 
for the ſake of peace. To promote this, let us carry a 
ſenſe of his preſence wherever we go; build an altar, and _ 
call upon his name, in thoſe ſettlements which providence 


allots us. If we ſet the Lord always before us, we mal! . 
not be moved. 


6. The imprudent and Gofal ier of childien; 3 is 2 


great grief to pious parents; eſpecially when they join | 
themſelves to irreligious families, and are unequally yoked TY 
with unbelievers. Eau 8 conduct W Iſaac? s com- 


for 


| 
* 
I b 
F 
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fort, notwithſtanding all his proſperity. A foohſþ ſon is 15 4 


heavineſs to lus father. Let thoſe wicked children, who 


are a grief of mind to their pious parents, and are bringing 
don their grey heirs with ſorrow to the grave, know and 
conſider, that God remembers their gr tef, will reckon with 
thoſe who were the authors of it, and inflict a heavy puniſh. 
ment upon them, unleſs they repent of ſo ungrateful and 
abominable a conduct. Let parents enure their children to 
acts of ſelf. denial and mortification; and carefully reſtrain 
them from the appearance of evil, as the moſt likely way 
to keep them from ſuch practices as would be a grief to 
their parents; and incline them to thoſe which would make 
them growing comforts to their parents and friends, and 
_ ornaments to religion. My ſor, ſays Ts Y 4 blos be 


wit " heart foall rejoice, even mine. 


c H A P. xxvll. 


We have Before been informed of the ſtruggles between Elan 5 
and Jacob, here we have a further account of them, Lac 
intended to bleſs Eſau ; Rebekah contrives to prevent it; the 


bleſſing is conferred on Jacob; Eſau laments it in vain ; and 5 
3 great enmity to his brotlier. 


NP it came to paſs, that when Iſaac 1 was an Iundred 
and thirty ſeven years old, and his eyes were dim, 


8 o that he could not ſee, he called Efau his eldeſt ſon, 


and faid unto him, My ſon: and he ſaid unto him, 


2 2 Behold here am] I. And he faid, Behold now, I am 


old, I know not the day” of my . how ſoon I may 


3 die, I eupect it every day: Now therefore take, I pray 
| thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and t thy bow, and go 
4 out to the field, and take me [ſome] veniſon; And 


make me ſavoury meat, ſuch as I love, and bring [it! 
to me, that I may eat, and be refreſhed and ſtrengtlened, 
that my ſoul may bleſs thee before I die; beſtow my /0- 
 lemn, extraordinary, and prophetical bleffi ng, whereby 1 de- 

clare and conſtitute thee my heir apparent of all the bleſſings 
bejtowed 9 God eu: me and my fathers. aac, gut of his 


fond 
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fond affedtion to Eſau, endeavours to entail the bleſſi ng upon 


aim; but God, by Rebekals means, diſappoints ſis purpoſe. 


65 And Rebekah heard when Iſaac ſpake to Eſau his ſon. 
And Eſau went to the field to hunt [for] veniſon, Land] 
to bring [it! NY 

6 And Rebekah ſpake unto s Jacob her fon, ſaying, Be- 

hold, I heard thy father ſpeak unto Eſau thy brother, 

7 ſaying, Bring me veniſon, and make me ſavoury meat, 

that I may eat, and bleſs thee before the Lok, in his 

. 8 preſence and ty his authority, before my death. Now 

therefore, my ſon, obey my voice according to that 

24 which I command thee. Go now to the flock, and fetch 

me from thence two good kids of the goats; and 1 

will make them ſavoury meat for thy father, ſuch as he 

10 loveth: And thou ſhalt bring [it] to thy father, that 

he may cat, and that he may bleſs thee before his death, 

11 according as God hath promiſed. And Jacob ſaid to Re- 

bekah his mother, Behold, Eſau my brother [is] a 


12 hairy man, and I [am] a ſmooth man: My father per- 


adventure will feel me, and I ſhall ſeem to him as a 
| deceiver; and I ſhall bring a curſe upon me, and not a 
13 blefling. And his mother ſaid unto him, Upon me 
lbe] thy curſe, my fon: only obey my voice, and £0 gk. 
14: fetch me [them,®] And he went, and fetched, and _ 
brought [them] to his mother: and his mother made 


3 favoury meat, ſuch as his father loved. And Re- 5 


bekah took poodly raiment of her eldeſt ſon Eſau, 
which [were] with her in the houſe, and put them up- 
o Jacob her younger ſon: ſome ſay, the ſacerdotal gar- 


ments; probably they were ſome rich perfumed garments that _ 


16 were made for Ejau, as the eldeſt ſon. And ſhe put the 
ſkins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon 
17 the ſmooth of his neck: And ſhe gave the favoury 
meat and the bread, which ſhe. had e into the 
hand of her ſon Jacob. 5 . 
„„ Po FFF 15 a 
e Her deſign was undoubtedly good, being under the direction 
of a divine oracle, (ch. xxv. 23. ) but ſhe took a wrong method to 


_ accompliſh it: it was impoſing upon Iſaac, it was teaching Jacob 


to he, and might have brought a curſe upon him, had the cheat 
been diſcovered, She ought to have informed Iſaac of her ap- 
prehenſion of the deſign of the oracle, and prayed God to direct . 
him right in the matter. 
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And he came unto his father, and ſaid, My father: 


and he ſaid, Here [am] I; who [art] thou, my ſon? 
And Jacob ſaid unto his father, I [am] Eſau thy firſt 


born; I have done according as thou badeſt me; {h;; 


Tas a downright lie, and cannot be vindicated:) ariſe, 1 1 


20 


pray thee, ſit and eat of my veniſon, that thy ſoul may 
bleſs me. And Iſaac ſaid unto his fon, How [is it] 
that thou haſt found [it] ſo quickly, my ſon? And he 


ſaid, Becauſe the Loxp thy God brought [it] to me. 


Strange that he ſhould introduce the name of 2 but one lie 

generalh draws on another. And Iſaac faid unto Jacob, 

Come near, I pray thee, that | may feel thee, my ſon, 
whether thou [be] my very ſon Eſau or not. And 


Jacob went near unto Iſaac his father; and he felt him, 


and faid, The voice [is] Jacob's voice, but the hands 


[are] the hands of Eſau. . And he diſcerned him not, 
becauſe his hands were hairy, as his brother Eſau's 


hands: fo he bleſſed him. And he ſaid, [Art] thou 


my very fon Eſau? And he ſaid, I [am.] And he ſaid, 


Bring lit] near to me, and I will eat of my ſon's veniſon, 


that my ſoul may bleſs thee. And he brought lit! 


near to him, and he did eat: ad he brought him wine, 


26 and he drank. And his father Iſaac ſaid unto him, 


Come near now, and kiſs me, my ſon : this was a mark. 


27 


28 


, that ſpecial favour and affefion wherewith he beſtowed 

the bleſſing. And he came near, and kiſſed him: and 
3 ſmelled the ſmell of his raiment, and bleſſed him, 
and ſaid, See, the ſmell of my ſon is] as the ſmell of a 
field which the Lox hath bleſſed : Therefore God give 


thee, or, he will give thee, (it is both a prayer and a promiſe) 
of the dew of heaven, and the fatneſs of the earth, and 


plenty of corn and wine: theſe temporal bleſſings were 


more frequently promiſed and beſtowed under the Old Teſta- 


ment, and were types of ſpiritual bleſſings : Let people 


ſerve thee, and nations bow down to thee; be lord over 
thy brethren, and let thy mother's ſons bow down to 


thee, hereby confirming 10 him the right of the firſt born: 5 


curſed j be] every one that curſeth thee, and blefled | 
_ [be] ba that bleſſeth thee. 


3 


And it came to Pals, 4 a8 ſoon. as s Inne had made = 
end 
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end of bleſſing Jacob, and Jacob was yet ſcarce gone out 
from the preſence of Iſaac his father, that Eſau his bro- 


31 ther came in from his hunting. And he alſo had dreſſed 


his veniſon and made ſavoury meat, and brought it unto 

his father, and ſaid unto his father, Let my father ariſe, 

and eat of his ſon's veniſon, that thy ſoul may bleſs me. 
32 And Ifaac his father {aid unto him, Who [art] thou? 


33 And he ſaid, 1 [am] thy ſon, thy firſt born Eſau. And | 
_ Tfaac trembled very exceedingly, and ſaid, Who? where 


[is] he that hath taken veniſon, and brought [it] me, 

and I have eaten of all before thou cameſt, and have 

bleſſed him? yea, [and] however I might wiſh the contrary, 
| I find my mind ſo much under a divine impulſe, that I muſt 


confirm what I have done, and he mall be bleſſed; Go l 


will ratify and eftabliſh it. 
34 And when Eſau heard the works of his Father, he 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and ſaid 


unto his father, Bleſs me, [even] me alſo, O my father: | 


but he found no place for repentance in Iſaac, the he ſought 
35 it earneſtly with tears. And he ſaid, Thy brother came 
with ſubtilty, and hath taken away thy bleſſing; that 
which by birthright belongs to thee, and which Thad fully re- 
36 ſolved to beſtow upon thee, And he faid, Is not he rightly = 
named Jacob? that is, a ſupplanter ; for he hath ſupplant= 
ed me theſe two times: he took away my birthright, (a 
Lal accuſation, for he himſelf deſpiſed it, and ſold it,) and, 
| behold, now he hath taken away my blefling. And he : 


F 37 ſaid, Haſt thou not reſerved a bleſſing for me? And 


5 oY anſwered and faid unto Eſau, Behold, I have 


made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given 


do him for ſervants; and with corn and wine have I ſuf. 
tained him: and what ſhall do now unto thee, my ſon ? 


I have no other bleſſn ing, comparatively, to beſtow upon thee. 
33 And Efau ſaid unto his father, Haſt thou but one bleſ=- 
ſing my father? bleſs me, even] me alſo, O my fa- _ 
39 ther. And Eſau lifted up his voice, and wept. And 


Iſaac his father anſwered and ſaid unto him, Behold, 
thy dwelling ſhall be the fatneſs of the earth, and of 
the dew of heaven from above; in 4 country competertly 


* 5s 2 8 


my ſon, obey my voice; and ariſe, flee thou to La ban 


44 my brother to Haran; And tarry with him a few ante 


152 
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fruitful, and refreſhed with convenient dews and ſhower: 


40 


And by thy ſword ſhalt thou live, ty violence, ropine, 
and war, and ſhalt ſerve thy brother; and it ſhall con: 


to paſs when thou ſhalt have the dominion, mot over the 


 Jiraelites, for <ve never read of this; but, when thou ſha; 
gain ſtrength it ſhal! come to paſs that thou ſhalt break his 
| yoke from off thy neck.* 


41 | 


And E ſau hated Jacob becauſe of the bleſſing where. 


with his father bleſſed him : and Efau faid in his heart, 
The days of mourning for my father are at hand, 4. 
_ cording 10 the courſe of nature; (yet he lived forty four years 
after) then will I ſlay my brother Jacob. 


And theſe words # Eſau her elder ſon were told to 
Rebekah : and ſhe ſent and called Jacob her younger 


ſon, and ſaid unto him, Behold, thy brother Eſau, as 
touching thee, doth comfort himſelf with thoughts of re. 


denge, [purpoſing] to kill thee, and by that cruel means 


he hopes to recover his birthright again. Now therefore, 


(coſich proved to be above twenty years, ch. XXX1. 38.) until 
thy brother's fury turn away; Until thy brother's anger 


turn away from thee, and he forget [that] which thou 
haſt done to him: then I will ſend, and fetch thee from 


thence : why ſhould I be deprived alſo of you both in 


one day ? one by murder, the other by the hand of juſtice, 
or by ſome remarkable ſtroke of divine vengeance. And 


| Rebekah ſaid to Iſaac, I am weary of my life becauſe 


of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of the 


daughters of Heth, ſuch as theſe [which are] of the 


daughters of the land, what good ſhall my life do me? 
Therefore let us ſend him to fetch a wife from his own kind. 
red, as Abraham did. This was a plauſible excuſe for ſending 


am away: and Iſaac fell in with the Propoſe, as is related 


in lſie neut chapter. ; 


h 

5 
K 
viii. 


| Y oke. 


REFLECT: 


Mount Seir was buch a place, Joſiua XXiv. 

This was fulfilled 1 in the time of David. See 2 Cams: viii. 44 
This was done in the days of Joram, as we read, 2 King, 
16, 20, 22. when the Edomites rebelled and. threw off the 
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REFLECTIONS. 


\HERE i is but little reaſon to wiſh for a very 
advanced age, Iſaac's life was a burden to him, 
tho', no doubt, he enjoyed the pleaſures of meditation and 
devotion. He lived above forty years after he was almoſt 


blind. It often happens in advanced age for thoſe that look 


cut of the windows to be darkened. Let young perſons, there- 
fore, be admoniſhed to remember their creator in the days 
of their youth, before the evil days come, and the years draw © 
nigh, when they ſhall ſay, we have no pleaſure in them. Im- 
prove the benefit of ſight in reading God's word, treaſure 
it up in your mind, and thereby get wiſdom and underſtand- : 


ing. Let aged chriſtians e their houſe in order, like Ifaac, 


v. 2, make their wills, and ſettle their affairs. This thought, 

we know not the day of our death, ſhould quicken us all, that 
whatever our hands find to do, we may do it with all our 
might; for time is uncertain, and the ſon of man may come at 


in hour when we think not. Let us thank God for a better 
world, where we ſhall no more labour under the infirmities 


of age, and where the eyes that 25 fas 1 no more be dim. Ja. Th 
XXXll, 3. : 
2. See hs NY ER of God in carrying on 1 own 1 gracious ; 

purpoſes. He can over-rule the miſguided paſſions of men to 

perfect his own ſchemes, as in the caſe of Iſaac, who, contrary 
to his partial affection for Eſau, was led to confer, and after- 
wards to confirm the blefling on Jacob. The means by which 
it was obtained on the part of Jacob cannot be vindicated. 


This however is no objection againſt the credibility of the ” 


fact itſelf, which was undoubtedly under the divine direc- 


tion, for it is ſaid, By faith Jjaac bleſſed Facob and E ſou en- e 
rerning things to come, Heb. xi. 20, 


3. How unaccountably does God diſpoſe x his favours! 


This is Paul's reflection from this ſtory ; Rom. xi. 16. It is 


not of him that willeth, or of him that runneth, but of God that 


| ſhoweth mercy. Eſau was willing, and ran; but God knew him 


to be a profane man, and gave the blefling to Jacob, In all 


| this he doeth according to his own will, and acts with uner- 


ring wiſdom even when his diſpenſations are darkeſt : this 


| 1s a 90d reaſon why we ſhould ſubmit to his determina- 


L 3 © SIS > 


e EN E 81 8. XXVIII. 


tions; there are many devices in the heart of man, but the 
__ of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand. 
4+ Let us be careful not to deſpiſe the bleſſing, left it be 
too Zak to obtain it. This is another reflection of Paul's 
in Heb. xii, 16, 17, for (ſpeaking of profane Eſau, he ſays) 
ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the 
bleſſing, he was rejetred : for he found no place of repentance, thy 
lie ſought it carefully with tears. Thoſe who ſacrifice their 
intereſt in God, their religion and conſcience, for worldly 
things, judge themſelves unworthy of ſpiritual bleſſings, 
and ſhall never poſſeſs them. Eſau wept when it was too 
late, and ſo will ſinners hereafter they will cry with an ex. 
ceeding bitter cry, but there is no bleſſing for them; they 
will know how to value it when it is too late. To day, there. 
fore, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts ;, but ſeek 
the Lord while he —9 be found, and call 112 hin while he t 
near, 
5. Let us guard againſt thoſe malignant l that are 
2: Þ ready to rife in our breaſts. What a horrid figure does 
Eſau make! what a ſtrange compoſition of hatred to his 
brother, and affection to his aged father! It was not on a 
mien paſſion only, but rank malice i in his heart; he hoped 
for his father's death, like a wicked ſon; and this only kept 
aim from imbruing his hand immediately in his brother's 
in blood. Let us keep a guard upon our ſouls, and rule our 
own ſpirits; and learn to be content and eaſy under the 
iſ Rs diſappointments of life. If others proſper more than we, 
it is God's appointment; ; and it is highly wicked to quar- 
rel with him. We learn from the whole, that thoſe who 
deſpiſe and undervalue ſpiritual bleſſings, lay a foundation 
for bitter diſappointment, remorſe, and vexation. 88985 
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c H A p. xXXVIII. 
Gives an account of Jacob's journey, vid fon, and vow, 


A ND Iſaac called Jacob, and bleſſed him, 11 0 55 
1 . and defienedly ; in faith he now co: firmed that blej- 
* r _foug ts hors which before he had given ann unknowingly ; aud 
® ; ED 5 ferehh 
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hereby God confirms Jacob's faith againſt doubts aud fears, 
and comforts him againſt future troubles that might befal him 
| and Jſaac charged him, and faid unto him, Thou ſhalt 
2 not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. Ariſe, go : 
Z to Padan-aram, to the houſe of Bethuel thy mother's 
3 father; and take thee a wife from thence of the daugh- 
z ters of Laban thy mother's brother. And God Almi. ohty 
2 bleſs thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, 
& 4 that thou mayeſt be a multitude of people; And give 
| | thee the bleſſing of A braham, to thee, and to thy leed ; 


with thee hat is, the land of Canaan, a numerons offspring, 
ö aA and that the Meſſiah may ſpring from thee ; that thou m. ayelt 15 
7 inherit the land wherein thou art at preſent a ſtranger, 
R not being yet poſſeſſed of it; but which God gave unto 
; Abraham. Thus God confirms the ſettlement to him, excluſive 
] 5 of Ejau. And Iſaac ſent away Jacob alone, that Eſau 


_ might not ſuſpef him: and he went to Padan. aram unto 
Laban, ſon of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother « of Re- 
bekah, Jacob's and Eſau's mother. ; 
6 When Eſau ſaw that Iſaac had bleſſed Jacob, and fent : 


| thence; and that as he bleſſed him he gave him a 
charge, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not take a wife of the daugh- 

: 7 ters of Canaan; And that Jacob obeyed his father and 
8 his mother, and was gone to Padan-aram ; And Efau 


: 9 his father; Then went Eſau unto the family of Iſhmael, 
and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the 
daughter of Iſhmael Abraham's ſon, the ſiſter of Ne- 
|  bajoth, to be his wife. This he did in hope of ingratiating 
himſelf with his father; but it was quite loo late, and but 
_ partial amendment; 98 his hatred to Facet and his pro- 
5 9 till continued. 
And Jacob 700k with him his af, and ſuch ſmall pro- 2 
_ viſions as he could carry; io have taken more would have in- 
creaſed his brothers hatred and envy ; and he went out from 
11 Beer-ſheba, and went toward Haran. And he lighted | 
by upon a certain x mans and tarricd there all night, becauſe 


SN A ſhady . where were . trees, between thirty and 
7 forty miles from the place where he let out, and about eight miles 
from jeruſalem. | 
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kim away to Padan-aram, to take him a wife from 


ſeeing that the daughters of Canaan pleaſed not Iſaac . 
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the ſun was ſet; and he took of the ſtones of that place, 
and put [ them for] his pillows, and lay down in that 
place to fleep. He had à cold lodging and a hard pillow, 

but a comfortable night, for God appeared to him there in q 


12 viſon, And he dreamed, and benold a ladder ſet up on 


the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven; 70 repre. 
ſent to Jacob the providence of God, who, the? he dwells j in 
heaven, extends his government and care to the earth, and a 
who dwell thereon: and, behold, the angels of God aſcend. 


13 ing and deſcending on it.“ And, behold, the glory of 


the Lok p ſtood above it, appeared at the top of the ladder, 
and à voice ſaid, I [am] the LORD God of Abraham 
thy father, and the God of Iſaac : the land whereon 


14 thou lieſt, to thee will I give it, and to thy ſeed; And 


thy ſeed ſhall be as the duſt of the earth, and thou 
ſhalt ſpread abroad to the weſt, and to the eaſt, and to 
the north, and to the ſouth: and in thee and in thy ſeed 


15 hall all the families of the earth be bleſſed. And, be- 


hold, I [am] with thee, and will keep thee in all [places] 


5 vhither thou goeſt, and will bring thee again into this 


land]; for I will not leave thee, until I have done that! 
which I have ſpoken to thee of. Thus God confirmed his 
promiſes to Jacob; aſſuring him of defence, proviſion, pro- 
tection, and at length a happy ſettlement in that land, to. 
gether with all ſpiritual bleſfi 2 


a 16” And Jacob awaked out of his ficep.. and 3 ſaid, 


Surely the Lokp is in this place, by theſe tokens of his 
ſpecial and gracious preſence, and the revelation of his mind 
and will to me; and I knew [it] not, I little enpected ſuch 


17 revelations here. And he was afraid, ſtruck with a reveren- 
5 al fear of the majeſty of God, in reſpect of his own wijene)s 


and unworthineſs, and he ſaid, How dreadful, or awful, 
[is] this place! this [is] none other but the houſe of 
God, the habitation where he awells, with all his glorious 
attendants, and this [is] the gate 0 of heaven, that leads 4% 
© is 


= To 8 chat 0d makes uſe of tem as -miviſtting ſpirits, 


to execute his orders and do his pleaſure: that they are all 
active, all under the direction of infinite wiſdom, who will give 
them a particular charge concerning his ſervants, How ſuitable 
and encouraging a repreſ.ntation was this to Jacob, when fiying | 
for his life, and deſtitute of all things! 
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18 his high and holy courts. And Jacob roſe up early in the 


morning, and took the ſtone that he had put [for] his 
pillows; and ſet it up [for] a pillar, as a monument for the 
remembrance of God's appearing to him, and poured oi! 

19 upon the top of it, as a thank offering to God. And he 
called the name of that place Beth el, hat is, the houſe 
of Cod: but the name of that city, near to which this 
pillar was ſet up, {was called] Luz at the firſt, that 17, 
almond, or, the city of almond trees. 


20 And Jacob vowed a vow, entered into a ſolemn religious 


promiſe or obligation, ſaying, If God will be with me, and 
vill keep me in this way that J go, and will give me 


21 bread to cat, and raiment to put on, So that 1 come again 


to my {ather's houſe in peace, that is, when Goa ſhall have 

done according to his promiſe, (v.15.) which 1 firmly believe 
e dll perform; then ſhall the Logp be my God, owned _ 
y me as the author of my welfare aud ſalvation, and « Wor - 


[22 > ſhipped: in wy family as ſuch : And this fone, which I have 


ſet for] a pillar, ſhall be God's houſe : 3 4 place for his 
_ worſhip, be T will build an altar and offer ſacrifices: and 


pl all that thou ſhalt give me I will ſurely give the 


tenth unto thee, for the 1 maintenance ads thy wog 2 and 2 
oller Paar uſes. Sn 


REFLECTIONS. 


FT is a great merey to have religious Patente to re- 5 
commend us to the bleſſing of "God; to pray for us 


4 JN us; theſe prayers ſhould be highly valued by us, 


for God values them. The children of his ſervants ſhould. 


rejoice in their privileges, and Improve. them; and above 
all, be thankful for Jeſus Chriſt, who ever liveth to mate 
a intereeſ on for us. 


2. Let us adore the providence of God, as A by 5 


bis angels; and beg of him to give them charge concerning 
us; that we may have their guardian care and protection in 


all; our motions. This muſt have been a great comfort to _ 

Jacob, and confirm his faith and hope, and confidence in 

God and his providence. The great God hath legions of 
angels at his command; and they are all mini fring ſpirits, 


— - ——— 
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ent forth to miniſter to the heirs of ſalvation. How cheerfully | 
may good men go on in the way of duty, when they have 


fuch protectors ! The ladder is till fixed; and by faith we 


may fee the angels aſcending and deſcending to receive or. 
ders from God, and execute his will, Tho' God's throne 
of glory is in heaven, and he keeps his brighteſt court 


there, his providence extends to this world, and not a ſpar. 


row falls to the ground without his notice. He feeds the ravens 
when they cry, and the lions when they roar ; he clothes the 
graſs and the lilies; and will he not much more take care 


of his ſervants? Let them exerciſe faith in his protecting 


providence, when, like Jacob, they are expoſed to dit- 
ficulties and dangers; when going on journeys; when en- 
tering on new ſettlements, or relations in life; when leaving 
old friends, and going to ſtrange places or families, or 
buſineſs; for he hath faid, I will give my angels charge ccf. 
cerning lhee; and I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee, Let 
us rejoice in this, and bleſs. God, who cauſeth his angels to 
encamp around us, to be our defence in this world; and 
at length will conduct us in our laſt remove, and carry us 
to Abraham's boſom, to join their innumerable company 
there, together with the ſpirits of all juſt men made per- 
_—_ Mew CT CcCTccocmcc._cmnoc.. nn N 
3. When God hath ſhown us mercy, let us renew our 


vows to ſerve him; ſo Jacob did. By religious vows we 


b give glory to God, and own our dependence upon him; 


and we lay a bond upon our own fouls in all our religious 


_ engagements, to excite and quicken our obedience to him. 
Leet us 1mitate Jacob's faith and gratitude. God had pro- 
miſed to be with him, and provide for him; Jacob lays 
hold on this promiſe, and ſays, Seeing God will do thus 

with me, I will love and ſerve and honour him. IL.et us 
imitate his modeſty and moderation; tho? heir to great 
things, he only aſks food and raiment. Nature is con- 
tent with little, grace with leſs. Agur's wiſh was, Feed me 

_ with food convenient for me. Let us imitate his piety in 
what he deſired, that God would be with him and keep him; 
and alſo in what he deſgned, that he would acknowledge /e 
Lord as his God, build an altar for his worſhip, and give him 
the tenth of all that he had, Thus ſhould all the mercies we 


receive 
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receive be improved as additional obligations to walk cloſely 
with God, as our God; and when we receive extraordinary 


mercies from him, let us ſtudy to ſhow ſome ſignal inſtance 


of gratitude and obedience to him; ſo ſhall the God of 


Jacob be our God for ever and ever, and our guide even 
| unto death, 


: . * I 5 3 DL at act 


—— — — 


CHAP. XXIX. 


Contains an account of Jacob's arrivdl at the place appointed his 


marriage there ; and how the promiſe gc. to be nat that 
God would make of him a great nation. _ 


HEN Jacob went on his | journey, or, lifted up his 

feet with great cheerfulneſs and vigour, (as well he 

| 3 after ſuch a viſion) and came into the land of the 
people of the eaſt, 4% Meſopotamia, where Laban dwelt. 


| 2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, and, lo, 


there [were] three flocks of ſheep lying by it; for out 

of that well they watered. the flocks: and a great ſtone 

[was] upon the well's mouth, to preſerve it ſweet and ſecure. _ 
} And thither were all the flocks gathered: and they 


rolled the ſtone from the well's mouth, and watered the 


ſheep, and put the ſtone again upon the well's mouth 


| 4 1n his place, And Jacob, believing that they were of the 
| ſame employment as himſel, reſpefully ſaid unte them, 


My brethren, whence [ be] ye? And they ſaid, Of Haran 
5 {are] we. And he ſaid unto them, Know ye Laban the 


; ſon of Nahor ? And they ſaid, We know him.] And : 


| he ſaid unto them, [Is] he well? And they ſaid, He 
is] well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter cometh with 
7 the ſheep, And he began to talk with them about their 


occupation, and the beſt way of managing their flocks, and 
 faid, Lo, [it is] yet high day, neither [is it] time that 


the cattle ſhould be gathered together: water ye the 


© ſheep, and go [and] feed them.] And they ſaid, We 


cannot, until all the flocks be gathered together, and 
1 Wy roll the ſtone from the well's mouth, for wo 
ae 
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have made an agreement to wait for one another; and w/v 
all are gathered together, then we will water the ſheep, 
And while he yet ſpake with them, Rachel came with 
"her father's ſheep : for ſhe kept them. This was formerly 
reckoned a noble employment, as their chief wealth lay in cat. 
tle. Rachel probably had ſhepherds under her, but ſhe pre- 


10 fided, and looked well to her flock. And it came to pals, 


when Jacob ſaw Rachel the daughter of Laban his 
- mother's brother, and the ſheep of Laban his mother's 
brother, that Jacob went near, and, as an introduction 10 
further acquaintance, he rolled the ſtone from the well's 
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother's 
11 brother, that is, he affifted in doing it, And Jacob kiſſed 
Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and wept ; he ſhed tears of 
Joy, to think of the kind providence that had attended him in 
tas journey, and that he had happily met with ſuch an ute. 


12 able relation at the end of it, And Jacob told Rachel that 


he [was] her father's brother, or kinſman, that is, ſiſter's 
ſen, and that he [was] Rebekah's ſon : and ſhe ran and 


13 told her father. And it came to paſs, when Laban 


heard the tidings of Jacob his ſiſter's ſon, that he ran 
to meet him, and embraced him, and kiſſed him, and 
brought him to his houſe, and thus gave him the moſt kind 
reception, tho" he might bs ſurpriſed to ſee him come alone, 
and not attended as his father's ſervant was ; but Jacob 
opened his heart to his kinſman, and he told Laban all theſc 
things, about his journey, and the cauſe of it, what he had 
ſeen in the way, and the reaſon he had to hope for the 


14 divine protection and bleſſing. And Laban ſaid to him, 


Surely thou [art] my bone and my fleſh, my near kinſ- 
man and nephew, And he abode with him the ſpace of a 


month; after which he 2 to take care 4 Laban s Jeep 
and i 


14 And Laban faid unto Jacob, Becauſe thou [art] my 


brother, or kinſman, ſhouldſt thou therefore ſerve me 
for nought? his would be unreaſonable, let us therefore 
come to ſome agreement; tell me, what [ ſhall] thy wages 


16 [be?] And Laban had two daughters : the name of the 


elder [was] Leah, and the name-of the younger [was] 


17 Rachel, Leah 2 tender Fas but Rachel was 
beautiful . 
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18 beavdifol and well favoured. And Jacob loved Rachel; 
and it was the cuſtom in thoſe days to purchaſe wives, but 
Jacob, having nothing to give, ſaid, 1 will ſerve thee ſeven 


19 years for Rachel thy younger daughter. And Laban. 


ſaid, [It is] better that I give her to thee, than that! 
ſhould give her to another man: abide with me; an 
ambiguous and crafty anſwer, intended to make Jacob think 
that he conſented, but ſerving only to hide ſus real defion, 

20 And Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel; and hs af 
fefiton for his couſin was ſo great, that they ſeemed unto 
him [but] a few days, for the love he had to her. 


| 21 And Jacob ſaid unto Laban, Give [me] my wife, 


for my days are fulfilled, he ſeven years? ſervice agreed up- 
on, that I may go in unto her, and mate her my wife by 


| 22 marriage, as ſhe hath already been by contract. And Laban 


ſeemingly conſented to this; and as theſe marriages were done 


 publickly before proper witneſſes, ſo he gathered together 


23 all the men of the place, and made a feaſt. And it came 


to paſs in the evening, that he took Leah his daughter, 
and brought her to him; and he went in unto her; and, 
be being veiled and in the dark, he could not diſeern the 
24 fraud, And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah 
Zilpah his maid [for] an handmaid, or hondwwoman. 


25 And it came to paſs, that in the morning, behold, it 


[was] Leah! What a grievous diſappointment was this ! 
What a ſhameful return of Laban for Jacob's faithful ſer— 
vices! What a fooliſh thing in Leah for what happineſs 
could ſhe expect in ſuch a connection: and what injuſtice o 
 Racdtiel, as well as Jacob He cvas juſtly provoked, and he 
ſaid to Laban, What [is] this thou haſt done unto me? 
did not I ſerve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then 


26 haſt thou beguiled me? And Laban ſaid, It muſt not 


be ſo done in our country, to give the younger before 
the firſt born, This was a forry anſener; pr ovably there 
das no ſuch cuſtom; if there was, ; e ought to have been told 


27 of it before. He adds, Fulfil her week, keep the week ot 


feaſting for thy marriage with Leah, and ſo confirm the mar- 
riage with her, and we will give thee this alſo for the 
ſervice which thou ſhalt ſerve with me yet ſeven other 
years. This was quite @ new contract, and a very unuſt 
” demand 
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demand; but Jacob was obliged to comply with it, as * 
could not think of leaving Rachel, or putting away Leah, 


28 And Jacob did ſo, and fulfilled her week: and at 7h; 


end of that week he gave him Rachel his daughter to 
wite alſo, on condition that he ſerved him ſeven years longer, 


29 And Lahan gave to Rachel his daughter Bilhah his 


30 handmaid to be her maid. And he went in alſo unto 


Rachel, and he loved alſo Rachel more than Leah, and 


ſerved with him yet ſeven other years. 
31 And when the Loxp faw that Leah [was] compara- 
tively hated, and Rachel preferred before her, (by which ſhe 


2was puniſhed for conſenting with her father to 552 fin) that 
32 he opened her womb : but Rachel [was] barren, And 


Leah conceived, and bare a ſon, and ſhe called his name 


Reuben, hat is, See a ſon, or, Behold how God hath given 
me now à ſon in my afflifiion : for ſhe ſaid, Surely the 


Lob hath looked upon my affliction ; now therefore 
33 my huſband will love me, And ſhe conceived again, 


and bare a ſon; and ſaid, Becauſe the Lokb hath heard 


that I [was] hated, he hath therefore given me this [ſon] 
alſo: and ſhe called his name Simeon, that is, hearing, 
34 becauſe God heard her prayer. And ſhe conceived again, 
and bare a ſon; and faid, Now this time will my huſ- 
band be joined unto me in more ſincere and fervent af- 
fefion, becauſe I have born him three ſons : therefore 
3 5 was his name called Levi, hat 7s, joined, And ſhe 
cConceived again, and bare a fon: and ſhe ſaid, Now 
will J praiſe the LoRD openly, in a ſolemn manner : there. 
fore ſhe called his name Judah, at is, praiſe; and 


after this ſhe left off bearing for a while ; for ſhe had other 


chiluren e e as We ve ſhall joe; in the next chapter. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1 H EN we have enjoyed communion mich God, a 

and have been favoured with his bleſſings, We 
may go on cheerfully. The deſign of his favours is to 
make us active 1n his ſervice, that we may lift up our feet 
in the way to heaven, When he hath enlarged our heart, 
we ſhould | run in n the way of his commandments; when he 


| hath 
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„ hath put ſpiritual ſtrength into us, that ſtrength ſhould be 
employed in making advances heaven-ward. When we, 
ire Jacob, have devoted ourſelves to God, and have reaſon 
to hope he hath accepted us, we may ſtill, as the pious 
eunuch when he was baptiſed, Ads viii. 39. g on our Way re- 
joicing; tho* difficulties and dangers are before us, we may 
WF lift up our feet, having God with us; being ſurrounded 
| WF vith angels; having his ſpirit for our guide, and his pro. 
miſces for our cordial, We are to run with patience the race 
WE that is ſet before us; and thus, by being firong i in faith, we 
„tere to give glory 10 God. 
„ 2. We have in Jacob a good example of civility and a 
; I readineſs to do good offices, and the happy conſequences 
oc it. Courteous civility even to ſtrangers is commendable ; 
t gains a man efteem and makes way for him. Had not Ja- 
cob ſpoken civilly to thoſe ſhepherds, he might not have 
| known his relations, or not have been ſo welcome to them, 
| Jacob was a plain man, and yet he knew how to treat others 
in an obliging manner. On his tongue was the law of kind- 
| neſs; this made his abode in that country more agreeable, 
| and kept up a good underſtanding between him and his 
brother ſhepherds. Probably he -met with reſpe& and 
| kindneſs from them. So we ſhould learn to be courteous. 
b ſerve one another in love, and to treat even , 5 
. [MW vith civility and reſpect; knowing that it is agreeable t 
them, may be very uſeful to us, and! 1s indeed ali li the 
WH aw of Chriſt. 
5 3. God ſometimes ſhows his 8 their f former ſins in 
| WW thoſe aflidtions that he cauſes to befall them. Jacob had 
- IM craftily obtained his father's bleſſing, had beguiled and 
ſupplanted his brother; and here he is beguiled and ſup- 
planted by Laban in a very tender inſtance. This proba- 
| bly brought his own fin to remembrance, and would make 
his diſappointment more grievous. Such methods God 1s 
pleaſed ſometimes to take, in order to lead men to repent- 
ance ; with what meaſure they mete, it is meaſured to them 
again. There is much wiſdom in this, as it humbles them, 
renews their repentance for ſin, which they had perhaps 
forgotten, and makes them more cautious and watchful for 
the time to come. Jacob could not but oun, as Adonibe- 
el 
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ek afterwards did, when he loſt his thumbs and toes, that 
the Lord was righteous in ſo requiting him. It is well if 


amidſt the afflictions of life, we can appeal to God concern. 


ing our integrity, and have not former ſins brought to our 


7 remembrance, to increaſe the trouble and double the grief, 
Innocence is a good ſupport under diſappointment. 


4. Let us cheriſh the love of God, as that which will 


make his ſervice moſt eaſy and delightful to us, v. 20. This 


is the great commanding paſſion that regulates and governs 
the reſt ; if this be rightly fixed, and riſes high, apparently 
difficult things will be eaſy. Jacob regarded not the heat 


by day, nor the froſt by night, nor ſo long ſervitude, to 


have an agreeable relative ; and ſhall we think a few years 
too much to employ in the ſervice of God, when attended 


with ſo much preſent pleaſure, and the agreeable proſ- 


pect of being completely happy for ever? We may reſt 


aſſured, that when the ſervice is over, and we reſt from 
our labours, we ſhall not be, like Jacob, diſappointed, and 
forced to begin again, but ſhall be put in the full poſſeſſion 

of that which is the great object of our deſire and purſuit. 
We do not, we ſhall | not, ſerve God for nought. Let us 

_ cultivate love to him, and delight in him; that will make 
even difficulties pleaſant, and teach us to glory in tribula- 


tion. If we had fincere love to God, we ſhould never ſay, 


What @ wearineſs is it to ſerve him? when will the ſabbath le 


gone, and his ſervice be over? It is in vain for men to pretend 


to love God, when their hearts are not with him, and when 


they do not take pleaſure in his ſervice, 1f we love him, 


we ſhall call the ſabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, and 
honourable, and it will be honoured by us ; nor ſhall we 
7 icruple to break thro* difficulties to ſerve and obey him. 


As he is the moſt worthy object of our love and deſire, if it 


__ ouraffections are ſuitably raiſed, we ſhall be glad of any me- 
thod to ſhow our love and reſpect. In like manner ſhould 
we cheriſh a kind and benevolent affection to our fellow- 
creatures, as the only foundation for kind and benevolent 
words and actions, It devotion and charity freeze at the 
heart, the life will be deſtitute of the fruits of them. Ear- 
neſt longings after the enjoyment of God's favour and 
e and the Proſpect of likeneſs to him i in a better 


world, 
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| world, will make us ſteady and conſtant in his ſervice. This 
vill be the beſt remedy againſt the evils of life; none of theſe 
| things will then move us, neither ſhall we count our lives dear 
| anto us, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe with joy, If the love 
of God be ſhed abroad in our hearts, thro? the holy ſpirit 
given unto us, we ſhall eſteem the afflictions of the preſent 
| ſie light, and not worthy to be compared with the glory 
mat ſhall be revealed in us. The Lord direct our hearts, 
| therefore, int the love of God, and into the patient waiting for 
; of Chriſt Jeſus; for eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath 
| it entered into the heart of man to conceive, thoſe things which 
| God bath prepared for them that love him, 


— 


CHAP. XXX. 


bs on an account of the increaſe of Jacob's family and ſubſtance. 


ND when Rachel ſaw that ſhe bare Jacob no 


2 vexation, And Jacob's anger was kindled againſt Ra- 
chel his beloved wife, and he made a very grave and pious 


L reply, and ſaid, [Am] I in God's ſtead, who hath with- 


held from thee the fruit of the womb? IE 7s his prerogative 


o give children. But ſo deſirous was Rachel to have child. 
| 3 ren of her own, And fo impatient, that ſhe ſaid, Behold 


my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and ſhe mall bear u- 
on my knees, or lap, that I may alſo have children by _ 
her, that may be brought up and nurſed by me as my own 


| 4 And ſhegave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife, or as 4 


concubine: and Jacob, overcome by her i import. 
19, complied, and went in unto her. 
5 6 And Bilhah conceived and bare Jacob 2 fon, And 5s 
"Rachel ſaid, God hath judged me, given ſentence on my 
Side againſt Leah, and hath alſo heard my voice, and 
_ hath given me a fon: therefore called ſhe his name Dan, 

7 that is, judging, And Bilhah Rachel's maid conceived 

d again, and bare Jacob a ſecond ſon. Ard Rachel ſaid, 
With great wreſtlings have I wreſtled with my ſiſter, 
"Fs ö M Te and 


1 children, Rachel envied her ſiſter; and ſaid un- 
td Jacob, Give me children, or elſe I die with grief and 
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and l have prevailed ; T and my fiſter have friven for 
children, and ] have gotten my wiſh at length beyond jy 
Alters expectation : and ſhe called his name Naphtali, 
that is, my wreſtling. 


9 When Leah ſaw that ſhe had left bearing, ſhe took 
10 Zilpah her maid, and gave her Jacob to wife. And 
11 Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a ſon. And Leah ſaid, 


A troop cometh, I ſhall have more children ſtill: and ſhe 


12 called his name Gad, that is, a troop, or company. And 
13 Zilpah Leah's maid bare Jacob a ſecond ſon. And 
Leah ſaid, Happy am I, for the daughters will call me 


_ blefled: and ſhe called his name Aſher, hat 7s, happy. 
14 And Reuben, Lealbs eldeſt ſon, went in the days of 
wheat harveſt, and found mandrakes in the field, pro- 

bably lilies of a beautiful colour, and brought them unto 
his mother Leah, Then Rachel ſaid to Leah, Give 


15 me, I pray thee, of thy ſon's mandrakes. And ſhe 


ſaid unto her, [Ts it] a ſmall matter that thou haſt taken 
my huſband? Hat is, drawn his affetiion from me, ſo that 
he eftrangeth himſelf from my bed thro' thy means, and 
wouldſt thou take away my ſon's mandrakes alſo: ? And 
Rachel ſaid, Therefore he ſhall lie with thee to night 


16 for thy ſon”: s mandrakes. And Jacob came out of the 


field in the evening, and Leah went out to meet him, 
and ſaid, Thou muſt come in unto me; for ſurely} 


have W thee with my { fon” 8 mandrakes. And he uy 
| with her that night." - 


17 And God hearkened unto TRY to hip Pry” prayers, 
1 and ſhe conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth ſon. And 


Leah ſaid, God hath given me my hire, becauſe I have 
given my maiden to my huſband : and ſhe called his 


19 name > Iflachar, that 16, an ! hire, o or wages. And Leah 


conceived 


1 | The reaſon of ls contention. between Jacob's wives for his 
: company, was the earneſt deſire they had to fulfill the promiſe 
made to Abraham, that his ſeed ſhould be as the flars of lieaver 
for multitude, and that in one ſeed of his, that is, the Meſſiah, ll 
tlie nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. It would have been be- 


low the dignity of ſuch a ſacred hiſtory as this to relate ſucli 


things if there had not been ſomething of great conſideration in 


them; and that it was on a religious account, ſeems 2 tron 
Ve 17. | 
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20 conceived again, and bare Jacob the ſixth ſon. And 


Leah faid, God hath endued me [with] a good dowry; 


| now will my huſband dwell with me, becauſe I have 


born him fix ſons: and ſhe called his name Zebulun, 


| 21 that is, dwelling. And afterwards ſhe bare a daughter, 


and called her name Dinah, 7hat is, Ae as 4 foe 
had now got the better of Rachel. 


| 22 And God would not ſuffer Leah to triumph, therefore re- 
| membered Rachel, and God hearkened to her and open- 
23 ed her womb. And ſhe conceived, and bare a ſon; and 
| faid, God hath taken away my reproach, that is, my _ 
b 24 barrenneſs And ſhe called his name Joſeph, hat is, ad- | 
3 ding 3 and ſaid, the Loxp ſhall add to me another ſon, 
25 And it came to paſs, when Rachel had born Joſeph 


and the ſecond ſeven years * ſervice was fulfilled, that Jacob 5 
ſaid unto Laban, Send me away, that I may go unto mine 


| 26 own place, and to my country. Give [me] my wives 


and my children, for whom I have ſerved thee, and let 
me £07. for thou knoweſt my ſervice which I have done 
5 thee. And Laban faid unto him, I pray thee, if 1 


have found favour in thine eyes, [tarry: for] I have ; 


learned by experience that the Loxp hath bleſſed me 


| 25 for thy ſake, And he ſaid, Appoint me thy wages, and 

9 ] will give [it.] And he faid unto him, Thou knoweſtt 
| how I have ſerved thee, and how thy cattle was with _ 

| 30 me. For [it was] little which thou hadſt before! 
lcame, ] and it is [now] increaſed unto a multitude; 

| and the Loxp hath bleſſed thee ſince my coming: 


and now when ſhall I provide for mine own houſe alto L 


| 31 And he faid, What ſhall I give thee? And Jacob ſaid, : 


Thou ſhalt not give me any thing, 10 certain uE, 


or ſtinted hire, but only what God's providence ſhall allot 


| Z me; if thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again 
| 22 feed ſand] keep thy flock: I will paſs through all th 
flock to day, removing from thence all the ſpeckled and 


| ſpotted cattle, and all the brown cattle among the 


| ſheep, and the ſpotted and ſpeckled among the goats 


all theſe ſhall be removed and ſent to a diſtance; and from this 
lime all [of ſuch] colours or marks as I have deſcribed, that 

Hall be born of the white dams under my care, ſhall! be my 
M G 8 hire. 
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3 3 hire. So ſhall my righteouſneſs anſwer for me in time 


to come, ny juſt dealing ſhall be made evident L the very 

colour of the cattle, and when it ſhall come for my bins 
before thy face : every one that [is] not ſpeckled and 
ſpotted among the goats, and brown among the ſhee-,, 


34 that ſhali be accounted ſtolen with me. And Laban 
aid, Behold, I would it might be according to thy 


wor 4; knowing that cattle naturally bring forth young ones 


x 35 like themſelves. "And he, hos is, Laban, removed that day 


the he goats that were ring-ſtreaked, had rings of differeit 
colours round their legs or bodies, and ſpotted, and | 
the ſhe goats that were ſpeckled and ſpotted, ſand] 
every one that had [ſome] white in it, and all the brown 
among the ſheep, and gave [them] into the hand of his 
36 ſons. And he ſet three days journey betwixt himſelf 
and Facob:: and Jacob fed the reſt of Laban's flocks. 


37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of 


the haſel and cheſnut tree; and pilled white ſtreaks 
in them, and made the white appear which [was] in 


| 33 the rods. And he ſet the rods which he had pilled be. 


fore the flocks in the gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that they ſhould con- 


39 ceive when they came to drink. And the flocks con- 


_ ceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ring- 
40 ſtreaked, ſpeckled, and ſpotted.* And Jacob did ſepa- 
fate all the lambs, which were thus brought forth ſpol. 

led, and ſet the faces of the flocks of Laban, which were 
white or brown, toward the ring-ſtreaked, and all the 
| brown in the flock of Laban, that by Iooking on the party- 
coloured at the time «when they coupled, they might bring forth 
the like: and he put his own flocks by themſelves, and 


Ss them not unto Laban's cattle, leſt by looking oi. 
C * them they ſhould bring forth ſingle- coloured. And it came 


to paſs, whenſoever the ſtronger cattle did conceive, that 
Jacob laid the rods before the eyes of the cattle in the 
gutters, that they might conceive among the rods, 1! 


42 be ring: ſtreated. But when the cattle were feeble, as i! 


the autumn, (for the cattle bred twice a year ) he put [them] 
nt 


8 Tho' the ſtrength of imagination in time of conception may 
be very great, yet there was a ſpecial providence in Na, as a 


i recompenſe for his ſore labour. 
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not in: ſo the feebler were Laban's, and the ſtronger 
43 Jacob s. And by theſe three ſtratagems, or contrivances, 
and the bleſſing of *Ged upon kim, the man increafed *. 
ceedingly, and had much cattle, and maid ſervants, | 
men ſervants, and RE and aſles. 


REFLECTIONS. 
-E T us guard againſt envy. What a wr etched 5 be 


does Rachel here make! She was grieved and 
vexed at the proſperity of her ſiſter, till ſhe almoſt frætted 
herſelf to death. Envy is the rottenneſs of the bones, deſtroys 
all health and ſelf-enjoyment ; and often occaſions great 


differences between near relations. It 1s alſo a fin ag: raink 
God, who makes men to differ. Let us check the rt 
beginning of fo baleful a paſſion, To envy the proſperity | 


of others is fooliſh and wicked, and makes us our own n 


tormentors. Envy not e ther — — but vet In the Heat 85 


of the Lord all the day long. 


2. Let us regard God as the author of all the pleaſing 


and calamitous events of life. Children are an heritage . 


the Lord; his hand is to be owned in all our mercies; it is 
he alſo who withholds any mercy from us, and he has a right 


to do it, for we have forteited all. He may do what he will 


with his own; on his blefling we conſtantly depend for the 
moſt common enjoyments: Shall <ve receive good from the hand 


of the Lord, and ſhall we not receive evil and affliction alſo? 
When he withholds or takes away children, as well as when 


he gives them, it becomes us to ſay, The Lord fave, and the 

Lord taketh away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 5 
3. See the fatal and natural conſequence of polygamy. 5 

Into how many ſnares and vexations was Jacob led by the 


ſcandalous diſputes of his wives, the debates of his father in 


law, and his own imprudent conduct! and what a wretched 


life muſt that man have, who is perpetually vexed with ſuch _ 


competitors ! J his is deſigned to ſhow us what an evil 


thing polygamy i is, and the wiſdom of that divine inftituti- 
on, which enjoins that one man and one woman only ſhould _ 


be Joined together. And-to prevent all thoſe jealouſies, 
vcxations, and quarrels, things of ſuch ill report, tre a e 
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tle commands, 1 Cor. vii. 2. Let every man have his 2 
00 and let every woman have her own huſband. 


It is defirable to be ſuch in our reſpective ſtations, as 
that God may bleſs others for our fakes. Laban owns he 


was bleſſed, not for his own fake, but for Jacob's. Good 
men are a bleflin ig to families where their lot is caſt Such 


| ſhould all ſervants be, and ſuch ſervants ſhould be highly 


| eſteemed and prized : the wicked may ſometimes be bel. 


cd, for the ſake of their pious relations. In whatever ſta. 
tions of life providence fixes us, let us behave well! in 

them, and fill them up with honour and integrity; that we 
may, in this way, be a bleſſing to all who are related to us, 


and have the comfort of being ſerviceable to them as well 


as others. To obtain the bleſſing of God on others, is 
the beſt ſervice we can do them; and to be inſtrumental in 


85 this will be a foundation for the greateſt ſatisfaction. Jacob, 


for Whoſe ſake Laban was bleſſed, was remarkably bleſſed 


himſelf; he had been juſt and *duftrions: i in Laban's ſer. 


vice, and God made his own affairs proſperous. 1t is the 


bleſſing of God alone that maketh rich, and addeth no ſor- 


ro- with! it. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


= Jacob having 3 ſeveral years in 1 Lobai? 5 ſervice, begins to t 
weary, and to think of returning home, We have in this 


chapter his intention to depart, and the reaſon of it, He be- 
gins his journey; Laban purſues him, and expoſtulates with 
kim on his flight; *Facob's wiſe and admirable reply; and their 


happy agreement and friendly parting : in all of © which wWe ej 


: much of the hand and providence of God, 
A ND he, that is, Jacob, heard the works of 1 


1 ban's ſons, who began to quarrel with and repre. 

5 ent him as a thief, ſaying, Jacob hath taken away all 

that [was] our father's : and of [that] which [ was} our 

2 father's hath he gotten all this glory, or wealth. And 

Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, behold, it 

[vas] not toward him as before ; he ccd not conceal Z 
 Hatre 


10 


12 


| 3 


33 
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hatred. This made Jacob's fi gallen dery un ps ; Out he 
could not determine to leave it till God commanded hin. 

And the Lord faid unto Jacob, perhaps in d dren; 
Return unto the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; 
4 and I will be with thee, and deal well wwith thee. And 
Jacob ſent and called Rachel and Leah to the field un- 

z to his flock, And ſaid unto them, I ſee your father's 
countenance, that it [is] not toward me as before; but 
the God of my father, whom he worſhipped, and with 

doom my forefathers were i in covenant, hath been with me 

6 to bid me depart, Aud ye know that with all my power [ 
have ſerved your father, as became a faithful ſervant to do. 

7 And your father hath deceived me, and dealt very un- 
| juſtly by me, for he hath changed my wages ten times; but 

$ God ſuffered him not to hurt me. If he ſaid thus, The 
ſpeckled ſhall be thy wages; then all the cattle bare 
| ſpeckled: and if he ſaid thus, The ring-ſtreaked ſhall _ 

q be thy hire; then bare all the cattle ring-ſtreaked. Thus 
God hath taken away the cattle of your father, and 

given [them] to me; it was 10 fraud of mine, but me.” 
| 10 hand of God, what he ſhowed me in a viſion, And, or For, 
it came to paſs at the time that the cattle conceived, 
that 1 lifted up mine eyes, and faw in a dream, and, 
behold, the rams which leaped upon the cattle were] | 
ring-ſtreaked, ſpeckled, and griſled: whereby [was taught 
that the breeding of the cattle in that manner was by the N 
11 a er, of God. And the angel of God ſpake unto 


12 ſam] I. And he faid, Lift up now thine eyes, and lee; 
all the rams which leap upon the cattle [are] ring- 
ſtreaked, ſpeckled, and griſled: for 1 have ſeen all that 
7 3 Laban doeth unto thee, I [am] the God of Beth- el, ws 
appeared unto thee there, where thou anointedit the pillar, 
land] where thou vowedſt a vow unto me: now ariſe, 
get thee out from this land, and return unto the land _ 
14 of thy kindred. And Rachel and Leah anſwered and 
| faid unto him, {Is there] yet any portion or inheritance, 
15 5 any hope of benefit, for us in our father's houſe? Are we 
not counted of him ſtrangers? dealt with as ftrangers ra- 
ther than children 2 for he hath ſold us to thee for fourteen 
_— M N "JT" 


— 


me in a dream, [faying,] Jacob: And I faid, Here — 


N 21 nt, or good will, FA he fled with all that he had; and 
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Fears ſervice, and hath quite devoured alſo our money, 
_ wholly converted that to his own uſe, which in equity boos 
due to us for our portions, and for our huſband's ſervice, 
16 For all the riches which God hath taken from our fi. 
ther, that [is] our's, and our children's: now then, 
whatſoever God hath ſaid unto thee, do, and We conſent 
: to go with — : 
17 Then Jacob roſe up, and ſet TH ſons and his wives 
18 upon camels; And he carried away all his cattle, and all 
his goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his get. 
ting, which he had gotten in Padan- aram, for to go to 
Ilaac his father in the land of Canaan. This Jacob had « 
19 right to do, for he took only what were his own. And he 
=> contrived. to do it while Laban went to ſhear his ſheep, 
and was therefore at a diſtance: and Rachel had ſtolen 
20 the images that [were] her father's.” And Jacob ſtole 
away unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told 
him not that he fled ; he cent without his knowledge, con. 


he roſe up, and paſſed over the river Euphrates, and fe 
his face [toward] the mount Gilead, which Joins 5 
1 Lebanon. . 
8 And it was told Laban on "the third day that Jacob 
155 y 3 was fled. And he took his brethren with kim, collected all 
his ſervants and relations, and purſued after him ſeven days 
Journey, intending to ſtrip him of every thing, and perhaps 
= make lim a flave during his whole life; and they overtook 
24 him in the mount Gilead. And God came to Laban the 
pPyrian in a dream by night, and ſaid unto him, Take 
heed that thou ſpeak not to Jacob either good or bad, 
. 2 5 neither threaterings nor reproaches. Then Laban overtook 
Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent in the mount: and 
L. aban and his brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead, 
26 And Laban ſaid to e What haſt thou done, that 


thou 
11 q The ki” or Popſchold anda like! the 8 and Penate 


ef the Romans; probably little images in the ſhape of men, to 
whom theſe idolatrous people frayed, and of whom they aſked 
counſel about fecret things. Rachel perhaps had ſtill a juperii- 


tious regard for theſe; or the might fear that her father, by con- 
ſulting them, would find which way they were gone; or it MIgB! 


os convince him of nis folly,” that ſte 100k en away. 
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thou haſt ſtolen away unawares unto me, and carried 
away my daughters, as captives [taken] with the ſword? 


Ile ſpeaks as if they had been laken away by jorce, whereas 
it appears from v. 16, they were willing to go, it was there- 


27 fore a. flandereus accuſation, Wherefore didſt thou flee awa 


ſecretly, and ſteal away from me, and didſt not tell me, 
that I might have ſent thee away with mirth, and wit 


| 28 ſongs, with tabret, and with harp? And haſt not ſuf- 


fered me to kiſs my ſons and my daughters? He pretends 
love, but hatred was in his heart, and Jacob knew him well: 


| 29 thou haſt now done fooliſhly in [ſo] doing. It is in the 


power of my hand to do you hurt, and it was his inten- 
tion to doit: but the God of your father ſpake unto me 
yeſternight, ſaying, Take thou heed that thou ſpeak not 


' 30 to Jacob either good or bad. And now, [though] thou 


 wouldft needs be gone, becauſe thou ſore longedſt after 
thy father's houſe, [yet] wherefore haſt thou ſtolen my 


= gods: Precious gods, that could be ſtolen! . 
31 And Jacob, proteſting his innocence in that and in ; every 
N olher particular, anſwered his ſlanderous ſuggeſtions, and 


ſaid to Laban, Becauſe I was afraid: for I ſaid, Perad- 


venture thou wouldſt take by force thy daughters from 
232 me: therefore I went ſecretly away : but With whomſoever Fe 
thou findeſt thy gods, let him not live: before our 


brethren diſcern thou what [is] thine with me, and take 
lit! to thee. For Jacob knew not that Rachel had ſtolen 


33 them. And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into 


| Leah's tent, and into the two maid ſervants? tents; but 5 


he found [them] not. Then went he out of Leah's 
34 tent, and entered into Rachel's tent. Now Rachel had 
i, taken the images, and put them in the camels? furni- 


ture, and fat upon them. And Laban ſearched all the 


25 tent, but found [them] not. And ſhe ſaid to her fa- 


ther, Let it not diſpleaſe m my lord that I cannot «with 


_ decency riſe up before thee in my preſent ſituation , for the 


cuſtom of women | is] upon me. And he { arched, but ; 
found not the images. 


og And Jacob was wroth, 1 1 1 hd with Laban; it 
Das now his turn to expoſtulate, and he does it in a very 
—— Jpiritea, and a aamir able manner: and Jacob anſwered 


and - 
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and aid to Laban, What [is] my treſpaſs ? ? what 15 


my ſin, that thou haſt ſo hotly purſued after mie: 
37 Whereas thou haſt ſearched all my ſtuff, what haſt thou 


found of all thy houſehold uf? ? ſet [it] here before 
my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge be. 
28 twixt us both. This twenty years [have] I [been] with 
thee; thy ewes and thy ſhe goats have not caſt their 
young, partly by reaſon of my care and diligence in ordering 
them, but principally from God's bleſſing upon thee for my 


39 ſake, and the rams of thy flock have I not eaten. That 


Which vas torn [of beaſts] I brought not unto thee; 
I bare the loſs of it; of my hand didſt thou require . 
40 [whether] ſtolen by day, or ſtolen by night. [Thus] | 
I was; in the day the drought conſumed me, and the 
froſt by night; and my ſleep departed from mine eyes, 
ar Thus have I been twenty years in thy houſe ; I ſerved 
| thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and fix years 
for thy cattle: and thou haſt changed my wages ten 
0 42 times.“ Except the God of my father, the God of 
3 Abraham, and the fear of Iſaac, the God whom Iſaac 
worſhipped. with reverence and fear, had been with me, 
ſurely thou hadft ſent me away now empty. But God 
| hath ſeen mine affliction and the labour of 1 my hands, Es 


and rebuked [thee] yeſternight. 


SO 43 And Laban anſwered and ſaid unto Jacob, [Theſe] 
„„ daughters Lare] my daughters, and [theſe] children 
fare] my children, and [theſe] cattle [are] my cattle, | 


and all that thou ſeeſt [is] mine: ſurely this was falſe; 


but he endeavoured to put on the appearance of tenderneſs, 
and ſaid, What can I do this day unto theſe my daugh- _ 
ters, or unto their children which they have born? 
how fhould ] be able to go about to hurt them, ſeeing they 


85 4 4 are my own fleſh and blood? Now therefore come thou, 


—- let us make a covenant, I and thou; and let it be 
5 45 for a witneſs between me and thee. And Jacob conſented, 


+ and 


4 . Nr ſuppoſes that jacob ien in Haran forty 
years, viz. fourteen years in Laban's houſe, a covenant ſervant 
for Rachel and Leah; twenty years in Laban's neighbourhood, as 

a friend; and fix years in Laban' 's houſe, a Covenant ſervant for 
5 cCatile. ner p. N | 
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and took a ſtone, or a heap of ſtones, and ſet it up [for] 

| 46 a pillar, as @ monument of the covenant, And Jacob faid 

| unto his brethren, Gather ſtones ; and they took ſtones, 

and made an heap; and they did eat there upon the 

47 heap. And Laban called it Jeg ar- ſahadutha: but 

| 43 Jacob called it Galeed.” And Laban ſaid, This heap 
[is] a witneſs, a memorial, which may be alleged i in after 
times as a Witneſs between me and thee this day. There- 

49 fore was the name of it called Galeed; And Mizpah; 
that is, a beacon, or watch-tower, for he fri, The Logp 

| watch between me and thee, when we are abſent one 

zo from another. Now this was the covenant ; If thou ſhalt 

|  afflit my daughters, or if thou ſhalt take [other] wives 
beſides my daughters, no man [is] with us; ſee, God 

51 [is] witneſs betwixt me and thee. And Laban faid to 
Jacob, Behold this heap, and behold [this] pillar, which 

Z J have caſt betwixt me and thee; This heap [be] wit-_ 
neſs, and [this] pillar [be] witneſs, that I will not paſs 

{over this heap to thee, and that thou ſhalt not paſs over 

1 53 this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. The God 

| of Abraham % father, and the God of Nahor my father, 

the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 

Mvuare by the fear of his father Iſaac, the God whom Iſaac 

| 54 feared, and before whom he walked, Then Jacob killed 

| beaſts and offered facrifice upon the mount, and called his 


| brethren to eat bread : and they did eat bread: and tarried _ 


= 5 3 all night in the mount. And early in the morning La- 

ban roſe up, and kiſſed his ſons and his daughters, and 

dDaleſſed them, wiſhed them all happineſs and proſperity: and 

| Laban departed, and returned unto his place. T, hus God N 
5 overruled his cruel ae, ue, and they parted i in 1 Peace. „ 


R E F ; E co 1 1 0 N EF 
77. 1 A T. a happy: thing i is it to 1 God's plel. 


ſing! The earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſs 


| thous, the A of the is Jorg are «Bs and the cattle on a 185 


_ thouſand 


Both theſs words, Jegar ſubadutha and Bald." are of the 
ſame fignification, that is, % heap of witneſs; only Laban ſpake 
mw the Nis and Jacob in the Hebrew tongue. 
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thouſand hills; he is the great God of nature BY provi. 
dence. He can make rich, notwithſtanding the oppre. 
ſion of the wicked; when men deal cunningly he is above 
them; he can eaſily controul the ſpirits of men, and turn 
foes into friends; and make all tlioſe affairs terminate well, 
that appear dark and gloomy. Worldly proſperity and ſue. 


_ ceſs is agreeable when the hand of God is feen 1 in it; it is 


his bleſſing that maketh rich and happy. 


2. Here! is a good leſſon for ſervants and maſters. Ser. 
vants may ſee what they ſhould be, and maſters what they 
ſhould not be, Jacob was a faithful ſervant, and minded his 
_ maſter's buſineſs amidſt heat and cold. T hus ſervants ſhould 
take as much care of their maſters? goods as if they were 
their own. Jacob was content with his homely fare, with 
what his maſter allowed him, without plundering from the 
| flock : a good example to ſervants, to be content with their 
_ proviſions, and not take what they know is not deſigned 
for them, Amidſt all his hardſhips, and the unkind and 
unjuſt treatment he met with from Laban, he was careful 
of every thing: ſo ought all ſervants to be. Maſters may 
here ſee what they ſhouid not be: they ſhould not be hard 
and unreaſonable; but give good and faithful ſervants en- 
couragement and ſuitable rewards: they ſhould not be 
made to ſuffer, as Jacob was, for what they cannot help. 

They ſhould, as Paul obſerves, give ſervants what is juſt and 
e and ſervants ſhould ſhow all good fidelity, _ 
3. Let us remember God, as the God of our fathers. 

g W hen entering into covenant with God or man, this ſhoul 
be an engagement to us to be faithful, It is our fathers' 
God by whom we fwear,* His kindneſs, and care, and 
fidelity to them, are encouragements to us, and ſhould 

_ excite us to fear him, to walk before him all the days of 
our 2 and to exalt and honour him by our fidelity. 
Let us maintain a conſtant regard to the omniſcience 


N of Cod, to ſecure us in our duty to our fellow creatures: fo 


both Laban and Jacob did. We all ſtand related to the fame | 
God, and therefore ſhould love as brethren, ſhow a peace- 
ful and candid ſpirit, be willing to agree when differences 
ariſe. God is witneſs between us; he ſees and knows 

| whether We are faithful to our promiſe, or not; that we do 


| not | 
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bot go beyond or defraud one another. Let us therefore 
| ſet the Lord always before us, and ſonitify him in our hearts, 


as Iſaac and Jacob did, and make him our fear; then ſhall 


we be quiet from the fear of evil, and be preſerved from 


wicked and unreaſonable men. 
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Jacob being u now on his return to Canaan, we are here informed 
7 Jane remarkable Dr ovidences which he met with in his way. 


N Jacob went on his way, and the angels of 
God met him, in ſome viſible and glorious appear- 
2 ance, to comfort him againſt the danger by ſau. And when 


Jacob ſaw them, he ſaid, on accom of their numer, order, 


and power, and their attendance on the di vine preſence, This 
[is] God's hoſt: and he called the name of that place 


Mahanaim, hat is, two boſks or camps; probably one be- 


fore and the other behind him , vut To 2908 e ; 


which much diſcouraged him. 


3 And Jacob ſent meſſengers before 1 8 to Eau his: 
brother unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom; 
not as if the whole of Edom was Eſau's, but 70 Seir, a part 


of it which he had probably conquered, according to the bleſſing 


of his father, (ch. xxvii. 40.) By thy ſword ſhalt thou "Sg 5 


4 And he commanded them, ſay ing, Thus ſhall ye ſpeak 


unto my lord Eſau; he uſes this roſpetiul term to mollify 
His reſentment ;, Thy ſervant Jacob ſaith thus, I have 
ſojourned with Laban, and ſtayed there until now, as a 

5 ftranger and an exile: And am now returning home, but 
not to be a burden to my relations, for I have oxen, and 
aſſes, flocks, and men ſervants, and women ſervants: _ 
and I have ſent to tell my lord, that [ may find grace 


in thy ſight, 


1 6 And the meſſengers 3 to Jacob, 1 We 
came to thy brother Eſau, and alſo he cometh to meet 
thee, and four hundred men with him; probably with 
an intention to deſtroy thee, and poſſeſs thy ſubſtance. S 
2 Jacob thought, for Then peed. was greatly afraid and 


Uſtrefſec: 
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diiſtreſſed: and he divided the people that [was] with 


him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into 


8 two bands; And faid, If Eſau come to the one com. 


pany, and ſmite it, then the other company which is 


left ſhall eſcape ; thus making the beſt preparation he could, 


and then betook himfelf to prayer. 


9 And Jacob ſaid, O God of my father Abraham, and 


| God of my father Iſaac, the Lox D which ſaidſt unto me, 


Return unto thy country, and to thy kindred, and 


10 will deal well with thee : I am not worthy of, or I am 
leſs than the leaſt of all the mercies, and of all the truth, 
which thou haſt ſhowed unto thy ſervant, in making and 


Performing thy gracious promiſes: for with my ſtaff [| 


| paſſed over this Jordan, a poor exile, alone, on foot, and 
ET) having nothing; and now I am become two bands. De- 


liver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, 


from the hand of Efau : for I fear him, leſt he will 


come and {mite me, [and] the mother with the children, 


Thus he expreſſed his fear and his danger, and then pleads the 
12 divine promiſe. 


perform thy word? 


13 And he lodged there chat fine night; and took of that 
which came to his hand, which he had to give, a preſent 
for Eſau his brother; as he prayed and truſted in God, ſo le 

7 uſes means; 1 wo hundred ſhe goats, and twenty he goats, 

15 two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, Thirty milch ca- 

mels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty 

ſe aſſes, and ten foals; à noble preſent, five hundred and 
© 16 eighty head of cattle! And he delivered [them] into the 
hand of his ſervants, every drove by themſelves ; and 

ſaid unto his ſervants, Paſs over before me, and put a 

ſpace betwixt drove and drove, to mitigate his diſpleaſure 

0j) degrees; every new drove, every new ſpeech from ihe ſer- 

17 want, would tend to ſoften his anger. And he commanded 

the foremoſt, ſaying, When Eſau my brother meeteth 

Whoſe [art] thou ? and 

whither goeſt thou? and whoſe [are] theſe before thee ? 


thee, and aſketh thee, ſaying, 


3 Then thou ſhalt ſay, [They be] thy ſervant Jacob's it 


(is! 


And thou ſaidſt, I will ſurely do thee 
good, and make thy ſeed as the ſand of the ſea, Which 


cannot be numbered for multitude ; 5 and wilt thou not 
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| [is] a preſent ſent unto my lord Eſau: and, behold, alſo 
FP 3 he lis] behind us. And ſo commanded he. the ſecond 
4 and the third, and all that followed the droves, ſaying, 
| On this manner ſhall ye ſpeak unto Eſau, when ye find 
0 him. And ſay ye moreover, Behold, thy ſervant Ja- 
cob [is] behind us. For he ſaid, I will appeaſe him with 
| the preſent that goeth before me, and afterward I will 
21 ſee his face; peradventure he will accept of me. So 
went the preſent over before him: and himſelf lodged 
22 that night in the company. And he roſe up that night, 
| and took his two wives, and his two women ſervants, 
and his eleven ſons, and Dinab is daughter, and paſſed 
23 over the ford Jabbok, And he took them, and ſent 
them over the brook, and ſent over that he had. 
| 24 And Jacob was left alone; he ſtayed behind the company 
in ſome retired place, to pray and ſpend the night in devotion : 
and there wreſtled a man with him, probably an angel of 
| 25 God, until the breaking of the day. And when he ſaw that 
be prevailed not againſt him, he touched the hollow of 
his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of 
| joint, as he wreſtled with him; he hip bone flipt out of its 
| ſocket. This was deſigned toſhow how eaſily the divine meſſenger 
| 26 could have conquered him, tho? he ſuffered him to prevail, And 

he ſaid, Let me go, for the day breaketh; this he ſaid to 
ſhow the prevalency of Jacob's prayers with God, and alſo to 
quicken and encourage him to perſiſt in his conſlick: And he 
ſaid, I will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me with 
27 protection in this time of danger. And he ſaid unto him, 
| 28 What [is] thy name? And he ſaid, Jacob. And he 
ſaid, Thy name ſhall be called no more Jacob, but If. 
_ rael, that is, a prince of God: for as a prince haſt thou 


power with God, by thy earneſt prayers, and with men, Eſau 


| and Laban, and haſt prevailed, and ſhalt flill prevail; of 
| ewhich this preſent conflict is an emblem, to encourage thy faith 


29 and hope in God, And Jacob, encouraged by all this god. 


neſs, aſked [him, ] and ſaid, Tell me,] I pray thee, thy 
name, that I may retain a grateful remembrance of thee, 
and make honourable mention of thy name to others: but tue 
angel waved an anſwer to this, And he ſaid, Wherefore 
lis] it [that] thou doſt aſk after my name? 0 know 
L ons —— — 


A former promiſes. And Jacob called the name of the place 


: 32 and he halted upon his thigh. Therefore the children 


1. FE. T us be thankful for the care of angels who are 


about them that fear him. Tho? they are not ſeen viſibly, 
yet good men ſee them by faith; and God gives his angel 
. charge concerning them, io keep them in all their ways. No 

doubt we receive many kind offices from them, when we 


cob's s experience confirms the truth and the advantage of : 
this. Is any man afflified? let him pray. Jacob ſought the 
| Lord, and he heard him, and ſaved him from that which he 
feared. This eaſes the mind, ſupports the ſpirit, and ſe⸗ 
cures deliverance. For God hath never ſaid to the ſeed of 
Facob, Seek ye my face in vain, 5 
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rat will be of no uſe to thee. And as he was departiys, 
he bleſſed him there; granted his requeſt, and confirmed og 


Peniel, hal is, the face of God : for J have ſeen God face 
to face; ; not his divine eſſence, but in a more manifeſt, fa. 
miliar, and friendly manner than in common viſions; and 
my life is preſerved from Eſau, who threatened it, by the 
divine promiſe and aſſurance of help. + 
31 And as he paſſed over Penuel the han roſe upon him, 


of Iſracl, 10 perpetuate the memory of this honour done 15 
Jacob, eat not [of] the ſinew which ſhrank, which lis! 
upon the hollow of the thigh, and fixes the thigh bone in 

the ſocket, unto this day : becauſe he touched the hollow 
of Jacob's thigh in the ſinew that ſhrank. 


REFLECTIONS. 


God's hoſt. The angels of the Lord encamp a- 


know it not; and they often preſerve us from danger, and 6, 
bear us up, leſt we aaſh our foot againſt a ſtone. We may . 
cheerfully go out to the duties of life, While under their FR 
care; and ſhould daily bleſs God, who ſends his angels © as te 
I; miniſtri ing ſpirits, to miniſter to the 3 of ſalvation. „ 
2. Let us learn to make prayer our refuge in every time il „ 
of difficulty. Call upon me in the day of trouble, faith God, | 
and I will hear and deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorify me. Ja- P 


3. In prayer let us acknowledge our unworthinels, For 
pied, 
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| plead the divine favour toward us, v. 10. This temper is 
q requiſite 1 in order to our being accepted, We are not wor- 

E thy of the leaſt bleſſing, much leſs of the great things we 
are : foking' after. The beſt of us have need daily to make 
E this acknowledgment; and this is the frame, above all 
| others, that prepares us to receive divine mercy. For 
F God reſiſtetli the proud, and gives grace to the humble: With 
this man will he - dwell, who is humole, and of a contriie 
ſpirit, and who trembles at his word. We ſhould alſo re- 
collect his paſt goodneſs; he hath begun already to ſhow 
us great kindneſs. Let us bleſs the Lord, and not forget any 
| of his benefits. Let us alſo plead his promiſes that he will 
| ſtill do us good; for faithful is he who hath promiſed, who alſo 
| vill do it. Theſe are at once a direction and an n CNCOurage- 
ment to our prayers. 

| 4. We learn holy importunity in prayer to God. The 
| prophet alludes to this ſtory, Hoſ. xii. 4. Yea, he had power 
| over the angel, and prevailed : he wept, and made ſupplication 
| unto him : he found him in Beth-d, and there he ſpake with us. 


lt is great condeſcenſion in God to repreſent things in this 


view. Let us therefore learn to continue inſtant in prayer; 
| to pray without ceaſing; our redeemer himſelf uſed frong 
| cries and tears, We ſee that the effetual fervent prayer of a 
| righteous man availeth much; and this is an encouragement 
| to come boldly to the throne of grace, to ſeek mercy and grace to 

| help in every time of need, Let us then, as the prophet 
| exhorts, ſtir up ourſelves to take hold on God. The beſt way 
to be delivered from wicked and unreaſonable men, 10 
be earneſt with God in prayer; keep not V. lence, £90 him no 

| reſt, till he come and bleſs us. 

5. Prudence and devotion ſhould Hangs go t ds; 
Prudent precaution ſhould always be added to the prayers- 
ve offer in difficulties and emergencies; to aſk ſucceſs with- 

out this, is mockery, We ſhould contrive our affairs pru- 
dently; be wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves. Learn eſ- 
pecially in time of danger, to walk circumſpe&ly ; remember, 
4 ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, and a preſent maketh room 
| for him that offereth it. We muſt be willing to purchaſe 
peace at a dear rate, and be ſenſible of its value, or we can- 
not expect God to * it. In all ſuch caſes wiſdom is pro- 

Vor. . * : Noe 
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loble to direct. God will help us in the way of prudence 
and diligence; watchfulneſs and prayer ſhould always he 


Joined together, Thus we ſhall find, as the next chapter 


plainly proves, that when a man's ways pleaſe the Lord, he can 
make even his enemies to be at peace with him. 


——_— 


© H A P. xXXXIII. 
Jacob oa NOW returning over the brook to his family and feel, 


to ſee what God would do for him in the affair of his brother 


Eſau; and here we have their friendly meeting, their bro. 
4 converſe, and their amicable parting. 


ND Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, Eſau came, and with him four hundred 
men. And be divided the children unto Leah, and un- 


2 to Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. And he put 


the handmaids and their children foremoſt, and Leah 
and her children after, and Rachel and Joſeph hinder- 
N moſt, reſerving the deareſt to the ſafeſt place. And he paſ- 
ſeed over before them, expoſing himſelf to hazard for the 


ſafety of his famihy ; and bowed himſelf to the ground 


ſeven times, in token of his ſubjection, until he came near 
to his brother, truſting in God that he ſhould be delivered 


3 4 from him. And Eſau ran to meet him, and, God having 


changed his heart, he embraced him, and with the moſt 
tender offeftion fell on his neck, and kifled him : and 
they wept; Jacob for joy, and Eſau perhaps for ſhame 
10 think of his ill deſign, and how God had overruled il. 


| 5 And he lifted up his eyes, and ſaw the women and 


the children; and faid, Who [are] thoſe with thee ? 


And he ſaid, The children which God hath graciouſly 


given thy ſervant. This was a ſerious and pious reply; ht 
owns God's hand in them, eſteems them a favour, and that 


õ it was a mercy to have ſo large a family. Then the hand- 


maidens came near, they and their children, and they 


"+ bowed themſelves. And Leah alſo with her children 


came 


* XexorHoN repreſents Cyrus as 1 . he was dying, 


7 he e which the gods have given me. 
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came near, and bowed themſelves: and after came 
Joſeph near and Rachel, and they bowed themſelves, 
8 all paid their reſpects to Eſau. And he ſaid, What 
[meaneſt] thou by all this drove which I met? ie ſer- 
wants had told him before; but he aſks the queſtion, that he 
might civilly refuſe the preſent. And he, Jacob, ſaid, [Theſe 
9 are] to find grace in the ſight of my lord. And Eſau, 
unwilling to rob him, ſaid, I have enough, my brother; 
geep that thou haſt unto thyſelf; 1 neither need, nor defire 
10 them. And Jacob faid, Nay, I pray thee, if now I have 
| found grace in thy fight, if thou art fully reconciled, then 


| receive my preſent at my hand: for therefore 1 have 
ſeen thy face, as though I had ſeen the face of God, and 
thou waſt pleaſed with me; y meeting me in this peace- 
able manner, is very comfortable and refreſhing; and an 
11 evident token of God's favour to me. Take, I pray thee, 
my bleſſing that is brought to thee ; 7/zs gift, which, as 
I received it from God, ſo 1 heartily give it with m 
bleſſing, and pray that God would abundantly bleſs it 40 
| thee; becauſe God hath dealt graciouſly with me, and 
| becauſe I have enough, and to ſpare. And he urged | 
| 12 him, and he took [it.] And he, Eſau, ſaid, Let us 
| take our journey, and let us go to my Labitation. where I © 
13 may requite thy kindneſs, and I will go before thee. And 
he, Jacob, ſaid unto him, My lord knoweth that the child- 
ren [are] tender, and the flocks and herds with young 


| [are] with me: and if men ſhould overdrive them one 


14 day, all the flock will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, 
paſs over before his ſervant: and I will lead on ſoftly, 
according as the cattle that goeth before me and the 
children be able to endure, until I come unto my lord, 
| Unto Seir, 1t is probable he and his family went there to pay 
1; tis brother a viſit, tho” it is not mentioned afterwards. And 


 Efau ſaid, Let me now leave with thee ſome of the 


folk that [are] with me, 10 be thy guard: And he ſaid, 
What needeth it? I have train enough; God's hoſt are with . 
me, and will protect me: let me find grace in the fight of 
16 my lord, let me have thy leave to go alone. So Eſau return- 
ed that day on his way unto Seir, 
17 And Jew journeyed to Succoth, and built him an 


N 2 5 | | houſe, | 
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houſe; or tent, and made booths for his cattle : there. 
fore the name of the place 1s called Succoth, that ;;. 
_ booths. 
18 And Jacob came to Shalem a city of Shechem, which 
Eh in the land of Canaan, when he came from Padan. 
aram; that is, he came ſafe and ſound ; (ſo the Hebrews un. 
"- derftand Salem) his halting was cured, and he was Preſerve 
from all evil in his journey from Padan-aram to Shechem, or 
„ FHßychiem, in the land of Canaan; and he pitched his tent 
4 before the city, for the conventence of his family and flocks, 
| 19 And becauſe it was the land of promiſe, and the time e 
Poſſeſſion was not yet come, he bought a parcel of a field, , 
little parcel of ground, where he had ſpread his tent, at the 
hand of the children or ſulſecis of Hamor, Shechem's 
20 father, for an hundred pieces of money.“ And he 


? erected there an altar for a thankſgiving, and called ii WWF 6 
0 El-elohe-iſrael, 20 God, the God of 1jrae!, who had delivers WM 6 
1 him from Laban and Eſau, and given him a neto name. 1 t 
5 <as here Abraham built his ff altar to God. | at 
1 
R E F 1. E c T 1 0 N 8. | 

| ni 

\EE 3 an inſtance of the benefit of humility and 0 

= ſubmiſſion: theſe two brothers happily met; but ii li 
| N * had entertained ſome falſe notion of honour, at that a 
it was beneath him to ſtoop, how ſad would have been the {MW b 
9 cC.onſequence! Peace is fo valuable a bleſſing, that a great . 2 
þ dlaeal ſhould be parted with, or borne, to ſecure it. The me: MM # 
b ſhall inherit the earth, and delight themſelves in abundance of peace. h 


ö . | Behold how good Wie how pleaſant a thing it is for brethren 10 
* 8 together in unity! Had Jacob been obſtinate, he and 


.= his wives and children 1 have been deſtroyed, and by 
E-: . He oaly of Hamor'! 3 6 is mentioned; bean be was more 
1 . honourable than the reſt of his brethren, (ch. xxxiv. 19.) and 
. therefore might probably tranſact this affair with Jacob, the rell 
conſenting thereto. | 

4 The original is Lambs: but it ſeems to have been money 
with the figure of a lamb ſtamped. upon it. The Athenian 
money was called an Ox, for the like reaſon, 80 we uſed to cal 


ſome coins an Angel, or a Jacobus, becauſe Ruſs figures were 
upon them, | 
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: cattle carried away; and the whole ſtory would have been 
| x melancholy tragedy. Submiſſion was the wiſeſt ſtep in 


ſuch a caſe; it recovered the loſt affection of his Gor, Tg 


and ſecured his own f. ifety and peace, This is a temper | 
| which the goſpel requires, 1 Peter v.-5. yea, all of you be 


ubjef} one to another; and be clothed with humility, for God 


| 5 Beth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 


We ſee that the hearts of all men are in God's hand, 


5 he can eaſily turn them. His ſecret influences can 

quell the moſt turbulent, and ſoften the moſt obdurate 
ö hearts; can turn the bittereſt enemies into kind friends. 
t is good to make him our truſt, who ruleth the ſpirits | of 
| the mighty, and reſtrains the fury of the oppreſſor. 


3. How happy is a good man in the divine favour! Ja- 


cob acknowledged that he had all thoſe good things, becauſe 
| God had bleſſed him; his comforts had a peculiar reliſh and 
| ſwectneſs, as coming trom the divine favour, He refuſes _ 
| the guard of Eſau, becauſe God was with him, and his 
| angels encamped round him. Happy is he that maketh the 
| Lord his truſt, for he ſhall not be afraid in the day of evil. 


4. Let minifters and parents learn prudence and tender: 


| neſs from the example of Jacob before us. The weakneſs 
| of reaſon and age is to be conſidered : no heavy taſks in re- 
| ligious ſervices ſhould be laid on youth; they muſt be led 
as they are able to bear it; no doubtful diſputations ſhould 
| be taught them, but the plain things of the goſpel, which 
| are milk for babes. Miniſters muſt look well to their 
| flocks ; conſider the circumſtances and capacities of their 

hearers, that they may lead them on with prudence and 


caution, A greater than Jacob hath ſet us a pattern, even 


| the {and Jeſus Chriſt, who fed his flock like a ſhepherd, car- 
Lied the lambs in his arms, and gently led thoſe that were with . 
Joung thus let us feed and treat his lambs. | 


5. Let us not be aſhamed to own our obligations to God, : 


and the relation in which we ſtand to him. When Jacob 8 


was aſked, Vo are theſe? he humbly and piouſly replied, 
The children which God hath graciouſly given thy ſervant ; he 


vas not aſhamed to own this. Children are an heritage from 


the Lord. When we mention them, let it be to the glory 
of God, and as his gift, Thus let us acknowledge the 
NZ e loving: 5 
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16 GENESIS. XXXIV. 
loving kindneſs of the Lord. Jacob alſo aſcribes his ſuc. 


ceſs to God : God hath dealt graciouſly with me, given me 
more than I deſired ; thro? his bleſſing I have gotten wealth, 


and have enough, and to ſpare: and when he came to bis 
ſettlement, he ſet up an altar to the God of Iſrael. Thus in 
4 l our ways let us acknowledge him; and aſcribe all our com- 


forts and ſucceſs to him. Let his worſhip be our daily 


buſineſs; let us never be aſhamed of the Lord as our God; 


| butrender hearty love and grateful obedience to him, who 
hath dealt hangs; with us. 
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CH Ap. XXXIV. 


In the former chapter «ve find Jacob peaceably fettled in the land 


of Canaan , but he was born to more than common trouble; 
aud here evil comes upon him out of his own 755 the children 
. his own bowels prove as thorns in his ſide. 


ND Dinah the only daughter of Leah, which] ſhe 

bare unto Jacob, 4 fine and favourite child, about 

Heln years of age, went out to ſee the daughters of the 
land, at a time when there was a great feaſt in the city of 
2 Shechem." And when Shechem the ſon of Hamor the 


 Hivite, prince of the country, ſaw her, he took her, and 
Top with her, and defiled her. Ve do not find that he uſed 


any force i in the caſe ; but ſhe being from under her parents 
che, in bad company and the way of temptation, was eaſily 


- 3 ſeduced. And his ſoul clave unto Dinah the daughter of 


Jacob, and he loved the damſel, and ſpake kindly unto 


the damſel, ſpake to her heart, perhaps won her afßfections. 


-4 = And Shechem ſpake unto his father Hamor, faying, 
. 1 Get me this damſel to wife. And Jacob heard, no doult 


din great grief and concern, that he had defiled Dinah 
his daughter: now his ſons were with his cattle in the 


ſield: and Jacob held his peace until they were come, 
6 that he might conſult with them what to do. And Hamor 


the father of Shechem went out unto Jacob to commune 
with him, and make a propoſal of marriage between Shechem 


. 7 and 20 and other branches of the family. And the os | 
of 
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of Jacob came out of the field when they heard ſit:] 
and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, 
becauſe he had wrought folly in Iſrael in lying with 
Jacob's daughter; it was a baſe, foolyſh, and Jinful deed ; 

an inſult on Iſrael, and on the good patriarch which 

thing ought not to be done in a family conſecrated to God, 
| 8 and which duty, decency, and hoſpitality forbade. And Ha- 
mor communed with them, ſaying, The ſoul of my 
ſon Shechem longeth for your daughter : I pray you 
) give her him to wife. And make ye marriages with us, 
| [and] give your daughters unto us, and take our 
| 10 daughters unto you. And ye ſhall dwell with us: and 
| the land ſhall be before you; dwell and trade ye there- 
| 11 in, and get you poſſeſſions therein. And Shechem 
| ſeconded the propoſal, and {aid unto her father and unto 
her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, grant 
| me this requeſt, and what ye ſhall ſay unto me I will 
| 12 give. Aſk me never ſo much dowry for her portion, and 
| gift for reparation of the wrong done her, and as a teſtimony 
of my reſpect to you, and kindneſs to her, and I will give 
according as ye ſhall ſay unto me: but give me the 

{ damſel to wife. 

| 13 And the ſons of Jacob. 3 Shackem 1 Ha 

mor his father deceitfully, and faid, or ſeemed to conſent ; 

| tho* they never intended to give her in marriage to Shechem, 

| 14 was he had defiled Dinah their ſiſter: And they ſaid | 

| unto them, We cannot do this thing, to give our fiſter 
to one that is uncircumciſed ; for that [were] a reproach 


unto us: pretending honour pea conſcience, and a regard to 


| 1 5 religion, while they were dealing deceitfully: But in this will 
we conſent unto you: If ye will be as we [be,] that 


16 every male of you be circumciſed ; Then will we give 


our daughters unto you, and we will take your daugh- 


ters to us, and we will dwell with you, and we wil! 


7 become one people. But if ye will not hearken unto us, 
to be circumciſed ; then will we take our daughter, and 
we will be gone. It was exceeding wrong in itſelf to offer 


this ſign of God's covenant to the Canaanites; but abomina= 


ble to do it with an ill deſign, and with a lie in their 
18 mouths, -And- their words pleaſed Hamor, and She- 
N 4 chem 
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15 


20 


21 


chem Hamor's ſon. And the young man, out of love th 
Dinah, deferred not to do the thing, becauſe he had de. 
light in Jacob's daughter: and he [was] more honour. 
able than all the houſe of his father; was greatly eſtermed 
both by his own family and country ;, which was the reaſon 
he prevailed ſo much with them in ſo ſirange a requeſt. 


And Hamor and Shechem his ſon came unto the 


gate of their city, and communed with the men of their 
city, ſaying, J heſe men [are] peaceable with us; there. 
fore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for 
the land, behold, [it is] large enough for them, and 


ereat deal of it is uncultivated ; let us take their daughters 


22 


23 


5 24 


26 


: 27 


to us for wives, and let us give them our 2 
Tuus many pretend to ſpeak for the publick intereſt, ww: 

they aim only at their own private advantage. Only args 
will the men conſent unto us for to dwell with us, to be 
one people, if every male among us be circumciſe. d, 28 
they [are] circumciſed ; only let us comply in this one 
thing, and doe ſhall have great advantage; for | Shall not 
their cattle and their ſubſtance and every beaſt of their's 
[be] our's, by commerce, marriage, Sc. only let us con. 
ſent to them, and they will dwell with us. And unto 
Hamor and unto Shechem his ſon hearkened all that 
vent out of the gate of his city; all were prevaile upon, 
either out of love to their young prince, or from the hope of 
advantage; and every male was circumciſed, all that 
went out of the gate of his city; which beirg done willi. 
out knowledge and faith, was a pr ofanation of God's orii- 


ED Nance, for which they were juſtly puniſhed. 
25 


And it came to paſs on the third day, when 15 
were ſore and unable to defend themſelves, that two of the 
ſons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, 
got together a band of men, probably all the ſervants who 
Were trained in the houſe; and they took each man his 
| ſword, and came upon the city boldly, perhaps in the 
_ night, and, breaking open the houſe of Shechem, flew all 
the tales. - And they flew Hamor and Shechem his 
ſon with the edge of the ſword, and took Dinah out of 
Shechern's houſe, and went out. And The ſons of Ja- 
cob, &. meon and Levi, with their attendants, came upon 


the 
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che ſlain, and ſpoiled the city, becauſe they had defiled 
their ſiſter 3 one of t/hem had done ſo, and the others did not 


| 28 cenſure him for it. They took their ſheep, and their oxen, 


and their aſſes, and that which [was] in the city, and 


29 that which [was] in the field, And all their wealth, and 


all their little ones, and their wives took they captive, : 
and ſpoiled even all that [was] in the houſe, in every 

houſe ; chiefly Shechem's, where Dinah was. They might have 
taken her without all theſe but they FO: the Jpoit, and 
baſcly murdered the men to ſecure it. 


N 30 And Jacob ſaid to Simeon and Levi, Ye have 


troubled me, noi only diſcompoſed my mind, but entangled 
my affair „ and expoſed me to imminent danger, to make me 
to ſtink, br render me odious, among the inhabitants of 
the land, among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: 
and I [being] few in number, they ſhall gather them- 
ſelves together againſt me, and flay me; and I ſhall be 
deſtroyed, I and my houſe. To which they make this ſauæey 


| 31 anſwer , And they ſaid, Should he deal with our filter 


as with an harlot? No; he ought not. But this was no 
good reaſon for all their baſeneſs and cruelty. Had open war 
been declared, it would have altered the caſe ; but it was done 


| by treachery, under the cloak of religion. It is likely Jacob fent f 
| back the women and children, and the ſpoils. We read no 


more of Dinah: ſome rabbies ſay, ſhe was afterwards Job's 
wife, However, her fory teaches us the Joloming Maur. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E E the fatal conſequence of Gd appetites 
and paſſions. A vain cunoſity betrayed Dinah = 


into this ſnare; and was the ſource of all theſe dreadful _ 


calamities. She was an only daughter, thought it was me- 


lancholy to ſtay at home, and therefore went to this teftival 
or ball to divert herſelf. Obſerve what fad conſequences 
pride and vanity produce ; ſome light or indecent behaviour 


perhaps betrayed her. This ſtory, yea, daily experience, 


ſhows the reaſonableneſs of Paul's advice, that young women 


ſuould be chaſte, keepers at home. They that will indulge 
thenaſelyes i in the gaictes of the age, run into the way of 


tempt-⸗ 


i 


190 "EENES1S, XXAIV, 


temptation, and generally mourn at the laſt, repent it all 


true 

their days, and prove a grief of heart to all their pious ſecrt 
friends. Shechem's fiery paſſions overcame him ; he ſaw, be t 
and took her. It is good for all, eſpecially young men, to cu 


make a covenant with their eyes. Whence come wars and 
1 oltings, death and damnation? but from unbridled luſts. 
N ; We have need to pray, that God would keep us, and to 
i watch alſo, that we enter not into temptation. 

1 2. How abominable is it to make religion an inſtrument 
| 


12 


of deceiving and injuring thoſe, who truſt to us on account 
of it, God is never more diſhonoured than when this is 
the caſe, Hypocriſy in all caſes is deteftable ; 535 but when it 
is made an inſtrument to deſtroy and ruin- others, it di. 
RI honours God as much as poſſible, and brings the moſt 
= aggravated guilt on our own fouls, Theſe young apoſtates 
1 had God in their mouths, and Satan in their hearts; they 
2 cloaked their bloody deſign under the pretence of religion: 
God's name was blaſphemed by them. What muſt the 
1 heathen think of the God of Abraham, and of his covenant? 
aäand how would they curſe the ſacrament that ſealed it 
| It is a fad thing indeed when religion is made a cloak of 
covetouſneſs, cruelty, and maliciouſneſs ; and God will 
judge and ſeverely puniſh ſuch perſons. 3 5 
3. The beſt education may not be ſucceſsful to form the 
5 minds and manners of thoſe who have enjoyed it. Would 
| one have expected ſo deteſtable a conduct from the ſons of 
good Jacob? They were devoted to God, inſtructed and 
_ S el had good examples, and the prayers of their 
father; yet they proved a ſcandal to religion, and a trouble 
and grief to their aged parents. Thus children of God's co- 
venant, and of God's people, ſometimes prove children that 
cauſe ſhame, and are a trouble and reproach to them that bore 
them and brought them up. But there will be a terrible : 
reckoning another day for thoſe children who bring a diſgrace 
on religion, and are the cauſe of grief and forrow to their 
. pious relations and friends. One of the Apocryphal writers 
== ſays, Judith ix. 2. that God gave Simeon a ſword to take ven- 
1 Etcance of the ſtrangers; but Jacob thought otherwiſe, and ex- 
=. _ preſſed his abhorrence of this fact with his dying breath, %. 3 
1 — xlix. 55 6, 7. Simeon and Levi are e brethren inſtruments of i | 
| cruelh 
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cruelty are in their habitations. O my ſoul, come not thou into their 
ſecret; unto their aſſembly, mine A; be not thou united: curſed 


he their anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, for it was 
\ cruel: IT will _ them in Jacob, and ſeatter them . in Iſrael. 


CH AP. - XXXV. 


Jacob having been greatly di iſtreſſed on account of the murder of the 
| Shechemites, by which his ſtay in that country was rendered 
painful and dangerous, God ſends him to Beth-el, about thirty 
miles ſouth of Shechem, where he builds an altar: after which 
wwe have an account of the death of Rachel and Tſaac. 


ND God faid unto Jacob, Ariſe, go up to Beth- 
el, and dwell there : and make there an altar unto 
| God, that appeared unto thee when thou fleddeſt from 

| the face of Efau thy brother; here offer ſacrifice, pay 
thy vow with thankſgiving for thy former deliverance, and 


_ ſtrengthen thy faith againſt thy preſent fears; for, as thou | 


_ waſt delivered from that danger, ſo ſhalt thou be from this. 

2 Then Jacob ſaid unto his houſehold, and to all that 
ſwere] with him, Put away the ſtrange g gods that [are] 

among you, (either the Teraphim ſtolen from Laban, or ſom? _ 
images taken out of Shechem) and be clean, and change 


your garments, out of reverence for that God before whom © 


z you are to appear : And let us ariſe, and go up to Beth- el: 
and 1 will make there an altar unto God, who anſwered 
me in the day of my diſtreſs, and was with me in the 


4 way which I went. And they gave unto Jacob all the 


ſtrange gods which [were] in their hand, and [all their] 
earrings, idolatrous jewels and ſuperſtitious marks, which 

| [were] in their ears; and Jacob hid them under the 
5 oak * which [was] by Shechem. And they journeyed: 
and the terror of God was upon the cities that [were] 
round about then” and icy did not t purſue after the 

ſons. 

5 The oak was often dedicated to falſe gods. This might be 


| the place where ſuch ſuperſtitions had been practiſed; and here 


he made a grave tor thoſe images which had been employes. in 
| this e ; 
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ſons of Jacob. Lad it not been for this miraculous terre, 


on their minds, they might eaſily have gethered together, a 
purſued, and deſtroyed them all. 


6 bo Jacob came ſafe to Luz, which [is] in the land of 


Canaan, that [is,] Beth-el, he and all the people that 
7 [were | { with him. And he built there an altar, and 
called the place El-beth-el, that is, the God of Bethel: 
_ becauſe there God appeared unto him, when he ſled 
from the face of his brother. Before, he called it Bei in 
el; now, upon Cd's renewing ſiis grace unto hint, /ic dad 

tne name of God lo it. 


8 But Deborah, Rebekah's nurſe died; fie was a bee, 


prudent Women, and, after the death of Rebekoh, Came ! 


live in Jacob's family; where ſhe was much wanted, mc! ; 


reſpected, and ot her death greatly lamented ; and ſhe was 


* 


buried beneath Bethel ancler an oak: and the name ot 


it was called Allon-bachuth, hat is, the oak of weepiny, 
Ie jeu ſay, Rebekah had ſent her to fe ich Jacob from La- 


. ban's huuſe, as fie had . to do, e i Was 2 


for hum to return. 


g And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came 


out of Padan- -aram, and bleſſed him. This ig the ſeventh 


time that God revealed himſelf unto Jacob: in a ſpecial man- 
10 ner. And God faid unto him, Thy name [is] Jacob: 


thy name ſhall not be called any more Jacob, but Iſrael 


hall be thy name: and he called his name Iſrael. God 


confirmed the change of his name, to afſure him, that as bi 
prevailed over Eſau, ſo now he ſhould prevail over thoſe of 


II whom he wwas afraid. And God faid unto him, I [am 


God Almighty, therefore able to fulfill all my promiſes : be 


' fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of na- 
tions ſhall be of thee, (hereby confirming and enlarging tle 


promiſe made ch. xvii. g. Xxviii. 3.) and kings ſhall come 


burt of thy loins, tribes for number and power, equal to ſo 
12 many nations; And the land which I gave Abraham and 
Isaac, to thee | will give it, and to thy ſeed after thee will 
13 1 give the land. And God, the divine majeſty or Shekinaß, 

Vent up from him in the place where he talked with him. 
14 And Jacob ſet up a pillar in the place where he talk- 


8 ed with him, [even] a PR of tone; either Phe old pillar, 
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or one like it: and he poured a drink offering thereon, 


| i; and he poured oil thereon. And Jacob called the name 
| of the place where God ſpake with him, Beth-el, Thus 


he did according to his voch thirty years before. 


| 16 And they; journeyed from Beth- el; and there was but 
| alittle way to come to Ephrath, or Beth- lehem : and Ra- 
| 17 chel travailed, and ſhe had hard labour. And it came 


to pals, when ſhe was in hard labour, that the midwife 


{aid unto her, to encourage her, Fear not; thou ſhalt have 
is this ſon alſo, And it came to paſs, after the child was 
Vorn, and as her foul was in departing, (for ſhe died) that 


| the called his name Ben-ont, iat is, the fon of my forrow, 


but his father called him Benjamin, hat is, Ihe ſon of the | 
Fo right hand, for he ſhall altvays be near and dear to me, as 
8 19 my right hand: And Rachel died, and was buried in the 


way near to Ephrath, which [is Beth-lehem, where 


| 20 Chriſt was born, and the infants were ain. And Jacob 
| ſet a pillar upon her grave: that [is] the pillar of Ra- 
chel's grave unto this day; at the time Moſes wrote this 
account, and long after, to the days of Samuel, (1 Sam. x. 2.) 
21 And Iſrael journeyed, and ſpread his tent beyond the 
tower of Edar, or, the tocber of the Heck, where zhere Was 


excellent paſture.” 


22 And it came to paſs; FI Ice! dwelt in that land, 
85 that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's con 
_ cubine : this was an horrid inceſt ; he thought to have Rept it 
ſecret, as a thing he had cauſe to be aſhamed of: and Ifrael 
FP heard [it] with juſt indignation, and no doubt reproved him 
for it, and Mad Bilhah : facob remembered it when 
le came to bleſs Reuben, and he loſt his -birthright for it. 


Now the ſons of Jacob were twelve, which were the heads 


23 3 of the twelve tribes of Iſrael: The ſons of Leah were fix; 


Reuben, Jacob's firſtborn, and Simeon, and Levi, and 


24 Judah, and Iflachar, and Zebulun : The ſons of Ra- 
25 chel were two; Joſeph, and Benjamin. And the ſons 
of Bilhah, Rachel's e were two; Dan and 
26 Naphtali: And the ſons of Zilpah, Leah's handmaid, 
deere two; Gad, and Aſher : theſe are] the ſons of 4885 
Jacob, which were born to hi * in Padan- aram, al 


except Benjamin. = 


27 And 
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27 And Jacob came unto Iſaac his father unto Mamre, 
unto the city of Arbah, which [is] Hebron, where 


Abraham and Iſaac ſojourned. No doubt he often vid * 

um before, but now came to dwell near him, 10 af i a! po 

es comfort him in his old age, | Thi 

bo 228 And the days of Iſaac were an Wan Are and fourſcor | has 
3 29 years, five years longer than Abraham, And Ifaac pave we | 
'Þ Au the ghoſt, and died, and was gathered unto hi; eee 
1 people, [being] old and full of days: ke was one of? Una 
| moſt perfebi characters in holy writ ;, he was blameleſs, en. WM . * 
ccept in denying his wife; he was a peaceable, devotion! | ſtat 

man; of a ſcweet temper, and his heart was much in heaven, __ 


And his ſons Efau and Jacob buried him in the cave if a 
Macſipelah; and probably on this occafu on heir Tu 3 


Was more perfectly eſtabliſhed. No | a7 
. n brrrcriens | 


I 0 D remembers thoſe ſolemn vows by which ve 
J are devoted to him, and therefore we ſhould not 

: fret chem z he put Jacob in mind of his. Let us ever 
be mindful of our covenant; let no time wear out a ſenſe 
of our obligation to perform our vows ; let us not defer or 
A delay to pay them, when it is in our power; but ever te. 
maember our ſolemn engagements, and act ſuitably to them. 
1 I It 1s better not vow, than to vow, and not pay. ES 
5 VVV neceſſary to prepare for the ſolemnities of divine 
worſhip, by putting away fin from our hearts and houſes. 
. Ihe ſtrange gods muſt be put away; every thing that 
ſſtands in competition with God's honour, glory, and wor- 
"I imip. Waſh ye, makeye clean, put away the evil of your doings; 
put them all away; harbour no fin, no luſt; Mat have cut 

to do any more with idels? If we would appear comforta- 

| bly before God, let us cleanſe ourſelves from all our pol. 
lutions. Maſters of families ſhould be folicitous about 
this, and not ſuffer fin upon thoſe who are under their 
care: they ſhould put away iniquity from their tabernacles, 
elſe their ſervice will not be acceptable. If regard ini- 
| quity mn 1 neart, the Lord will not near n me. Be Ye fe paratt, 
Sen 5 e ni 
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: > touch not the unclean thing, ond 4 will receive you, ſaith 
e Lord. 
. 1. See how eaſily God awes the minds of men: he 
| brought terror on the minds of the inhabitants of Canaan. 
This is a great ſecurity and mercy to his people, that he 
has acceſs to the hearts of all men. How cheerfully may 
| ve truſt God in the way of duty; he can make even our ene- 
| ies to be at peace with us, and fo influence their Minds, 
that they ſhall do us no ham. 
: 4. There is a reſpect due to worth, even in the en 
gations of life. Deborah died very manch lamented; ſhe 
1. vas a prudent, religious woman, and well beloved in the 
f family. Virtue is not leſs virtue for being in a low ſtation, 
j tho' vice in a high one is more aggravated, A regard is 
7 due to old and faithful ſervants; they are ſuch bleſſings to 
ga family, that they ought to be reſpected, and, if poſſible, 
| comfortably provided for. God deals ſo with his faithful 
ſervants; and ſo ſhould we by our's. 
5. How often are we miſtaken in our defires! Give. ne 
| children, or I die, ſaid Rachel: God granted her requeſt, and 
| ſhe died. We often wiſh for thoſe things which would prove 
„our greateſt detriment. When Jacob's other wives left off 
bearing, her being with child filled her with complacency and 
ſatisfaction; and perhaps ſhe now looked on them with ſome 
| degree of pride and contempt. God often puniſhes irre- 
| ular paſſions, by granting men their wiſhes, and giving 
them up to their own hearts? luſts. Let our deſires be un- 
| der the conduct of reaſon and religion. Let us cultivate 
„ vbmiflion to the will of God; which will moderate and 


regulate them. Very excellent. is the advice of David, 


„es ef thine art 1 . mT in him, and he will bring * 
Paſs 4 5 9 5 


| Delight thyſelf alſo in the Lord, and he will give thee the de. 85 


2 > ol 8 
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Contains an account of Eſau and his poſterity; ; to ſhow the arcorm. 


40. and to remind the n that the Edomiles Were Pj 
brethren. 


GENESIS, XXXVI. 
CHAP. XXXVI. 


pliſument of the promiſes, ch. xxii 17. xxv. 23. xxvii 39, 


O theſe fare] the generations of Efau, ah 


lis] Edom. Efau took his wives, other «ine; 


than thoſe before mentioned, ch. xxvi. 34. of the daughters 
of Canaan ; Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 


ters, and all the perſons of his houſe, and his cattle, and 
all his beaſts, and all his ſubſtance, which came to hin 
on the death of his father Tſaac, and that which he had got 
in the land of Canaan; and went into the country, the 
land of Seir, from the face of his brother Jacob. For 
their riches were more than that they might dwell to- 
gether; and the land wherein they were ſtrangers could 
not bear them becauſe of their cattle, T hus duch 
Efau in mount Seir; Eſau [is] Edom. 


ther of the Ldomites in mount Seir : Theſe | are] 
the names of Eſau's ſons; Eliphaz the ſon of Adab 
the wife of Eſau, Reuel the ſon of Baſhemath the wife 
of Eſau. And the ſons of Eliphaz were Teman, 
12 Omar, Zepho, and Gatam, and . And Timm 
was concubine to Eliphaz Eſau's ſon; and ſhe bar. 
to Eliphaz Amalek: theſe [were] the ſons of Adab 
Eſau's wife. And theſe [are] the ſons of Reuel; 


Nahath, and Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: theſe 
5 


and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of 
Zibeon the FHivite; And Baſhemath Iſhmael's daugh. 
ter fiſter of Nebajoth, And Adah bare to Eſau 
Eliphaz; and Baſhemath bare Reuel; And Akoliha. 
mah bare Jeuſh, and Jaalam, and Korah : theſe [are] 


the ſons of Eſau, which. 1 were born unto him in the land 


of Canaan. 


And Eſau took his wives, nd hls . and his daug] he 


And theſe are] the generations of Efau the 5 


were the ſons of Baſhemath Eſau's wife. And thele 
N : N ä „„ | | were 


1 


1 


. 


1 
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were the ſons of Aholibamah, the daughter of Anah | 


the daughter of Zibeon, Eſau's wife: and ſhe bare 1 to 
"Elan Jeuſh and Jaalam, and Korah. 


| 15 Theſe [were] dukes of the ſons of Eſau, princes or 


heads of their ſeveral families or principalities : the ſons 


of Eliphaz the firſt born [ſon] of Eſau; duke Teman, 
| 16 duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, duke Korah, 


duke Gatam, [and] duke Amalek : theſe | are] the 
dukes [that came] of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; 


| 17 theſe [were] the ſons of Adah. And theſe [are] the : 


ſons of Reuel Eſau's ſon; duke Nahath, duke Zerah, 
duke Shammah, duke M1zzah: theſe [are] the dukes 
| [that came] of Reuel in the land of Edom ; theſe [are] 


| 18 the ſons of Baſhemath Eſau's wife. And theſe [are] 


the ſons of Aholibamah Eſau's wife; duke Jeuſh, duke 
Jaalam, duke Korah : theſe [were] the dukes [that 
came] of Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, Eſau's 


| 19 wife. Theſe [are] the ſons of "hy who [is] Edom, 8 


5 00 theſe [are] their dukes. _ 
| Theſe [are] the ſons of Seir the Horite, hi Like. | 
* led the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, and 


| s Anah, And Diſhon,. and Ezer, md Dithan : theſe _ 


[are] the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in 


22 the land of Edom. And the children of Lotan were 


| Hori and Heman ; and Lotan's ſiſter [was] Timna. 


23 And the children of Shobal [were] theſe; Alvan, and 
24 Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. And theſe 


[are] the children of hoon; both Ajah, and Anah: 
this [was that} Anah that found the mules* in the 


wilderneſs, as he fed the aſſes of Zibeon his father. : 
25 And the children of Anah [were] theſe ; Diſhon, and Sr 


26 Aholibamah the daughter of Anah, And theſe [are]. 
the children of Diſhon Hemdan, and Eſhban, and 


27 Ithran, and Cheran. The children of Ezer ſare] 


28 theſe; Bilhan, and 3 and Akan. The children 
29 of Diſhan [are] theſe; Uz, and Aran. Theſe [are] 
the dukes [that came] of the Horites ; duke Lotan, | 


6 duke _ 


= Or rather, a gigantic race of people called Eule, Du. 


ü. 10.) whom this Anah found, at is, encountered or fell upon 
unexpectedly, Furrer Ra 
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30 duke Shobal duke Zibeon, duke Anah, Duke Diſhor, 


duke Ezer, duke Diſhan : theſe [are] the dukes [that 
came] of Hori, among their dukes in the land of Seir. 


31 And theſe [are] the kings that reigned in the land of 


Edom, before there reigned any king over the children 


32 of Iſrael, And Bela the ſon of Beor reigned in Edom: 


3 3 and the name of his city [was] Dinhabah, And Bel 
died, and Jobab the ſon of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in 


24 his ſtead. And Jobab died, and Huſham of the land 
35 of Temani reigned in his ſtead. And Huſham died, 


and Hadad the fon of Bedad, who ſmote Midian in th: 
field of Moab, reigned in his ſtead : and the name of 


36 his city [was] Avith. And Hadad died, and Samlah of 


7 Maſrekah reigned in his ſtead. And Samlah died, and 
Saul of Rehoboth [by] the river reigned in his ſtead, 


38 And Saul died, and Baal-hanan the ſon of Achbor 
39 reigned in his tead. And Baal-hanan the ſon of Achbor 


died, and Hadar reigned in his ſtead : and the name of 
his city [was] Pau; and his wife's name [was] Mehetabel, 

| > Wy daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 
And theſe [are] the names of the dukes ſ that. came] 
1 Eſau, according to their families, after their places, 
by their names; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, duke 


hn ag Jetheth, Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pi. 
42 non, Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 
43 Duke Magdiel, duke Iram: theſe [be] the dukes of E. 


dom, according to their habitations, in the land of their 
Toa he k En the father of che Edomites. 


— 
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5 We are now entering on the hiſtory of Joſe oh, pho wwas a moſt 


amiable and excellent character. ] believe, ſays a good writer, 
it is impoſſible for any one in the world to read the hiſtory of 
Joſepli, as related by the ſacred hiſtorian, without being pre- 


Poſſeſſed in favour of that great man. The occurrences of his lie 


are ſo peculiar; the extraordinary providences that attended 
tum, are ſo remarkable; the moderation and equity of his coit- 
duct, ore [2 Amer tur the whale of his Zehen: > ta 

10 


a 1 
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yo perſon of humanity can help ſharing with him in his misfor- 
tunes, taking pleaſure in his proſperity, and admiring the life 
and character of 2 perſon who ſeemed to be the favourite both 
of God and man. Moſt of the remainder of this book is taken 

up with his hiſtory. This chapter gives an account of his bre- 
thren's great hatred to him, their inſamwus deſign to murder 

im; their ſclling him as a ſiave; and the Vehaviour of i his 

ap hes, he was tod of his death, 


ND Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father 


, ; Was a ſuuanger, 1 in the land of Canaan. Theſe 
by 603 the generator s of Jacob, he events or occurrences 
at beſel dum ond Vis family. Joſeph, being] ſeventeen 
1 WW years old, was feeding the flock wit his brethren; and 
the lad [3s] wich the ſons of Bilhah, and with the ſons 
„ of Zilpah, his father's wives: and Joſeph brought unto. 
„his father their evil report; the report of their wicked con- 
Aut and converſation, or ill uſage of him; this was one cauſe 


3 of their hatred of him. Now Iſrael loved Joſeph more 
than all his children, becauſe he [was] the ſon of his 


1 old age,” the ſon of his deareſt wife, whom ſhe : bore after long 
„ #orrenmeſs: Benjamin indeed was younger, but being only 
e four years old, he had not ſo engaged his father's afjefion : 
„and he made him a coat of [many] colours; 4 rich 
=  friped garment, ſuch as di itinguiſhed him from ihe reſt of his 
„ ?reihren; being @ mark of his father's favour, and of his. 


: WH +4 giving him the birth right, which Reuben had forfeited, And 
when his brethren ſaw that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not 
ſpeak peaceably unto him; all their Words and aclions 
| were ill natured and churliſb. 
5 And what confirmed their hatred of kim: WAS, that Tolkph 
| dreamed a dream, wich probably hie did not underſtand at 
firſt, and he, with an honeſt ſimplicity, told [it] his bre- 
6 thren : and they hated him yet the more. And he ſaid 
unto them, Hear, 1 pray you, this dream which I have 


7 dreamed: For, behold, we [were] W ſheaves in the 
0 2 Feld. 


y The :ewidh writers would render. Thy He was the ſen of 3 
Elders, their diſciple. The Chaldee paraphraſe ſays, He was a 
wiſe and prudent child; ſhowed marks of piety and goodnels 
etimes; and excelled the relt 1 in wildem and undertanding, 


4 
: 
| 
4! 
+ # 
4 
us 
* 
Nr 


12 


Eg. 


14 
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field, and, lo, my HMeaf aroſe, and alſo ſtood upright. 


and, behold, your ſheaves ſtood round about, and made 


obeiſance to my ſneaf. And his brethren aid to him, 


Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or ſhalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the 


more for his dreams, and for his words, 


And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his ; 


brethren, and faid, Behold, 1 have dreamed a dream 


4 2 


the man ſaid, They are departed hence; for I heard 
them ſay, Let us go to Dothan. And Joſeph went after 
his * 88 and found them in Dothan. | 
And when they ſaw him afar off, even before he 
came near unto them, they conſpired againſt him to 

tay him. And they {aid one to another, Behold, this. 


18 


19 


more; and, behold, the ſun and the moon and the 
BO 


eleven ſtars made obeiſance to me. And he told it! 


to his father, and to his brethren: and his father, partly 


thro? ignorance, and partly in policy, to abate the hatred of 
his brethren, rebuked him, and ſaid unto him, What 


[is] this dream that thou haſt dreamed ? Shall 1 and thy 


mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down our- 


ſelves to thee to the earth? And his brethren envied 
him; but his father obſerved the ſaying : being thus 
doubled, and ſo very remarkable, it made a deep 1 1 Wn 
on his mind, and he laid it up in his heart. | 
And his brethren went to feed their father's flock i in 


Shechem, about twenty miles off. And Iſrael ſaid unto 


habitants, becauſe of their murder of the Shiecſiemites; come, 
and I will ſend thee unto them, 10 ſee how they are. And 


he ſaid to him, Here [am] I, ready to obey your con. 
mands. And he ſaid to him, Go, I pray thee, fee 
whether it be well with thy brethren, and well with the 


flocks; and bring me word again. So he ſent him out 


of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. And 


a certain man found him, and, behold, [he was] wander- 
ing in the field : and the man aſked him, ſaying, What 
ſeckeſt thou ? And he ſaid, I ſeek my brethren: tell 
me, I pray thee, where they feed [their flocks.) And 


dreamer 


Joſeph, Do not thy brethren feed [the flock] in She- 
chem? I fear leſt ſome evil ſhould come to them from the in. 


: pI 


Fs . 
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20 dreamer cometh. Come now therefore, and let us ſlay 
him, and caſt him into ſome pit Hat is digged to hold rain 
water, and we will ſay, Some evil beaſt hath devoured 
him: and we ſhall ſee what will become of his dreams.“ 
21 And Reuben heard [it,] and he, Je make fome amends for 
the injury he had done his father, and to regain his favour, 
delivered him out of their hands; and faid, Let us not 
22 kill him. And Reuben faid unto them, Shed no blood, 
but] caſt him into this pit that ſis] in the wilderneſs, 
and lay no hand upon him; that 1 might rid him out 
of their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 
23 And it came to paſs Hen Joſeph was come unto his 
brethren, that they ſtripped Joſeph out of his coat, his]! 
24 coat of [many] colours that [was] on him And they 
took him, and caſt him into a pit; %, as we are told 
(cl. xlii. 21.) lie beſought thein with great anguiſh of ſoul 
not to do it: and the pit [was] empty, [there was] no 


| 25 water in it. And they ſat down to eat bread, zo feaſt on 


the proviſions, Which, it is probable, he had brought them, 
 eohile he was ſtarving in the pit (ſee Amos vi. 6.): and they 

lifted up their eyes and looked, and, behold, a company 

of Iſhmeelites came from Gilead with their camels 
| bearing ſpicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry [it] 
. 26 down to Egypt.“ And Judah ſaid unto his brethren, 
What profit [1s it] if we ſlay our brother, or ſuffer lim 
27 to periſh in the pit, and conceal his blood ? Come, and let 


us ſell him to the Tſhmeelites, and thus make ſome money py 


of him, nd let not our hand be upon him; for he [is] 
bur brother and our fleſh. And his brethren were con- 
28 tent. Then there paſſed by Midianites merchantmen; 
and they, that is, Joſeph's brethren, drew and lifted up 
Joſeph out of the pit, and fold Joſeph to the Iſhmeelites 
for twenty pieces of filver, about forty ſhillings of our 
money: and they brought Joſeph into Egypt. 
29 And Reuben, who it ſeems was 6 at the time this 
= O 3 . dos 
2 It is a lamentable and ſurpriſing thing, that there ſhould be 
ſuch wretches in Jacob's family; and ſuch treachery, ingratitude, 


cruelty, and inhumanity, among this good old patriarch's children! 


A caravan of Iſhmeelites and Midianites uſed to travel . 
for fear of robbers or wild beaſts, 8 


. — - 
— — — n — — ds — . FA. 


80 30 his former crime. And he returned unto his brethr.n, 


31 And they took Joſeph's coat, and killed a kid of the 
32 goats, and dipped the coat in the blood; And they 
185 ſent the coat of [many | colours, probably firſt by & ine. 


5 34 pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put ſackcloth 


1 35 And all his ſons and all his daughters, Dinah, and his 


36 And the Midianites fold him into am unto Poti- 


for Joh. cauſed him a great deal of grief, and expoſcd 
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Wa done, returned unto the pit. probably 79 deliver Foſoph 
out of it, and ſend him home : and, behold, Joſeph was] 
not in the pit; and he rent his c:othes, and thus expreyed 
his grief and concern, hecauſe, being the eldeſt prother, hits fa. 
ther would expect that he ſhould have taken care of C 
for this neglect would treat him more je<crcly, on accout of 


and ſaid, The child [is] not i thc land of the di ing, ard 
by whither ſhall ] co? His brethren then told him the j jor), 
and he conſented to the cheat intend to be put on ts father, 


ſenger, and then they themſelves came, and they brought 
[it] to their father; and faid, J his have we found: 
| know now whether it [be] thy ſon's coat or no; 79 our 
33 brother's, but thy ſes, thy favourite's coat? And he 
knew it, and faid, [It is] my ſon's coat; an evil bealt 
hath devoured him; Joſeph is without doubt rent in 


— 


upon his loins, and mourned for his fon many days. 


ens wives, roſe up to comfort him; but he refuſed to 
be comforted, and he ſaid, For J will go down into the 


grave unto my ſon mourning. Thus his father : wept 
for him. 


pälhar, an officer of Pharaoh's, [and] captain, or chief 
commander, of the king's guard. Thus, as Stephen obſerves 


(Acls vii. 9, 10.) God was with him and delivered him out 
of all his Millions. ; 


REFLECTIONS. 


TT is dangerous for parents to manifeſt too great par- 
tiality to any of their children. Jacob's fondneſs 


his 


„ That is, as * imagine, and 1 think very probable, thus 
Iſaac, Jacob's father, wept for the loſs of his grandſon: he was 
alive at this time, and no doubt bore bis part in the melancholy 


affliction of as . 


2 ⁵ x 


JJ. a 
4. See how ſecretly the providence of God works to 
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his ſon to imminent danger. Allowances ought to be made 


for merit; where there is any thing ſerious and pious, it 


ought to be cheriſhed, encouraged, and rewarded : but 


| this ſhould be done prudently ; for the ſpirit even of 

children luſteth to envy. The difference ſhould not be too 
| remarkable between one and another. This is one inſtance 
in which Paul's advice may be applied; Fathers, provoke not 
Jour chilaren to anger, leſt they be diſcouraged. FS 


2, How hateful and dangerous a paſſion is envy ! It had 


like to have coſt this amiable youth his life, as well as his 
| liberty, if God had not interpoſed. Tt led his brethren to 
| 2 moſt deliberate and malicious deſign, that ſhocks human 
| nature. What a diabolical ſpirit is this! and how careful 
| ſhould we be to guard againſt it. It deſtroys all tne bonds 
| of natural affection, and makes perſons deaf to all pity and 
| humanity. uo, ſays Solomon, is able to ſtand before envy ? 
| When we ſee others more beloved and applauded than our- 
| ſelves, more rich and healthful, eaſy and comfortable, let 
| us guard our minds, check and ſuppreſs the firſt riſings of 
| an envious diſpoſition, which tends to ſo much miſchief ; 
and ever remember, that envy is one of thoſe wretched _ 
| tempers which exclude from the kingdom of heaven. 
3. Inordinate paſſions are their own puniſhment. Ja- 

| cob's fondneſs for Joſeph was a ſource of bitterneſs and 


anxiety: 1t was near twenty years after this before he heard 


of him. A mind which is not under the influence of ſtrong 
{ paſhons, is likely to be moſt at eaſe. The nearer creature 
| comforts are to us, the faſter root they take in our hearts, 


and the removal of them, or the fear of that removal, is 


the more grievous, It is our duty, and will be our witdom, 
to have relatives and other comforts, as tho* we had them 
not; that is, not to be over fond of them, but expect trou - 
ble and changes. The greater our love, the greater will 


bring about its own purpoſes, and in how myſterious a man- 
ner! This was the beginning of the whole ſcheme of the 


+ Jewiſh Economy. Obſerve on how many circumſtances 


it depended ; on Reuben's interpoſition—on Judah's pro- 
polal—on the merchants coming by at that time — on 
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his being fold into Egypt, to one of Pharaoh's officers 1 
In all this we ſee the finger of God. There are many devices jy 


the heart of man, but the counſel of the Lord, that ſhall tang 
This is a key to many circumſtances in the courſe of our 


lives, which may ſeem trifling in themſelves, but on which 


great and important events depend. 
5. Much of our ſorrow for our departed friends ariſes 


from ignorance and miſtakes, Jacob's ſorrow is an emblem 


of ours: he ſaw the garment torn, and concluded that Ic. 


ſeph was deſtroyed. We ſee the body, which is but the ſoul's 


clothing, torn and breathleſs, and we conclude the foul is 
loſt, at leaſt we too often act as if we thought ſo; but the 


rent of the body only ſerves to let out the ſoul. Thus, like 


Jacob, we often perplex ourſelves with ſuppoſing things to 


be much worſe than they are, If we could but be un— 
_ deceived, if we did but know things right, we ſhould a& 


quite otherwiſe, We mourn our departed friends, becauſe 


their bodies are torn and left behind, when, like Joſeph, they 


are gone to reign, and to be ten thouſand times happier 


than they could be with us. To give way to immoderate 
| ſorrow for our departed friends, is diſhonourable to God 
and religion, and ſhows our ignorance or forgetfulneſs. So 
Paul in 1 Theſs. iv. 13, 14, I would not have you ignorant, 
rellen, concerning them which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow not 
eden as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jeſu: 
died, and roſe again, even ſo them alſo who fleep in Feſus will God 
bring with him. Jacob's over affectionate love to Joſeph, 
and his immoderate grief, when he ſuppoſed him dead, 


teach us, as the apoſtle adviſes, /o rejoice as the* we fe- 


joiced not, and to weep as tho* we wept not, and to uſe all our 


comforts ſo as not to over-value or abuſe them, fince they | 
are : continually paſſing away. 


CHAP. 


In 
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In the middl: of Foſeph's ſtory ve find here related ſome 50 
_ of Judalis family : his marriage; the death of his 


ons; his inceſt «with Tamar; his confuſion at its diſcovery ; ; 
ond the birth of twin ſons, in whom his family was built up.* 


NPD it came to paſs at that time, that Judah 
went down from his brethren, having quarrelled 
with them about ſelling Joſeph, and turned in to a certain 
Adullamite, whoſe name [was] Hirah; 4 Caneenite, f 


1 


2 lille religion, but perhaps as much as himſelf, And Judah 


ſaw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whoſe 

name [was] Shuah; and he took her 20 wife, contrary 

to has father's conſent, (ch. xxiv. 2.) and went in unto _ 
3 her. And ſhe conceived, and bare a ſon : ; and he called 


4 his name Er, And ſhe conceived again, and bare a 
5 fon; and ſhe called his name Onan, And ſhe yet 


again conceived, and bare a ſon; and called his name 


Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when ſhe bare him. 


| 6: And Judah took a wife for Er his firſt born, whoſe 


name [was] Tamar; a fall, beautiful perſon, like a palm 


7 tree, as the word fignifies. And Er, Judah's firſt born, 


nas wicked in the fight of the Logp; and the Loxp flew 
s him, in ſome extraordinary and remarkable manner. And 


Judah ſaid unto Onan, Go in unto thy brother” s wife, 
and marry her, according to that levitical law, made after- 
dards (Deut. xxv. 5.) and raiſe up ſeed to thy brother; 


 beget a child which may bear thy brother's name, and have 


his inheritance. In this caſe the eldeſt child was looked 


upon as the brother*s, all the reſt would be conſidered as 
: 9 his own, And Onan knew that the ſeed, the firſt born 
(Deut. xxv. 6.) ſhould not be his; and it came to 


paſs, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he 
ſpilled [it] on the ground, leſt that he ſhould give ſeed 
to his brother. This was a wicked action, ſpringing from 
an envious and obſtinate temper ;, and God was pleaſed ſeverely 

10 to puniſb it. And the thing which he did diſpleaſed 
5p 


e As this e Atte the hiſtory of Joſeph, | the — — 5 | 
of it may be omitted in families. | | 
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the Loxp: wherefore he flew him alſo, ruck hin dag 


in an awful manner. Let ſelf-polluting ſinners hear and fran, 
11 and do no more wickedly, Then faid Judah to Tamar 


his daughter in law, Remain a widow at thy father; 


houſe, till Shelah my ſon be grown: for he ſaid, Let 


8 peradventure he die alſo as his brethren [did.] And 


Tamar went and dwelt in her father's houſe. 


12 And in proceſs of time the daughter of Shuah 
__ Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went 


up unto his ſheep- ſhearers to Timnah, he and his 


13 friend Hirah the Adullamite. And it was told Tamar, 


ſaying, Behold, thy father in law goeth up to Timnath 


14 to ſhear his ſheep. And ſhe put her widow's garments 


off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wranped 


herſelf, and ſat in an open place, which [ts] by the a my 


to Timnath; for ſhe ſaw that Shelah was grown, and 


CL 


' ſhe was not given unto him to wife. Her intention pr1- 


Baby was to catch Shelah, whom ſhe expefted Judah would 
15 bring with him. When Judah ſaw her, he thought her 
Iito be] an harlot; becauſe ſhe had covered her face. 
So harlots were uſed to do, not having then learned to glory 
16 in their ſhame, And he turned unto her r by the way, and 
ſaid, Goto, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for 


he knew not that ſhe [was] his daughter in law.) And 
| the ſaid, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayeſt 


17 come in unto me? And he ſaid, I will ſend [thee] a kid 


from the flock. And ſhe faid, Wilt thou give [me] a 


; 18 pledge, till thou ſend [it?] And he ſaid, What pledge 
| ſhall I give thee? And ſhe ſaid, Thy ſignet, and thy 


| bracelets, perhaps a cloak or a irdle if ſmall value, and 


thy ſtaff that is] in thine hand. And he gave lit] her, 
19 and came in unto her, and ſhe conceived by him. And 
ihne aroſe, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, 
15 20 and put on the garments of her widowhood. And Ju- 

daah ſent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adulla - 
mite, to receive | his] pledge from the woman's hand: 
21 but he found her not. Then he aſked the men of that 
place, ſaying, Where [is] the harlot that [was] openly 
by the way fide? And they ſaid, There was no harlot 
22 in 1 this 198 ] And he returned to Judah, and ſaid, I 


cannot 
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cannot find her; and alſo the men of the place ſaid, 
2} [that] there was no harlot in this [place.] And Judah | 


1 Let her take [it] to her, leſt we be ſhamed : be- 
hold, I ſent this kid, and thou haſt not found her. 


24 And it came to paſs about three months after, that it 


was told Judah, ſaying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath 
pore the harlot ; and alſo, behold, ſhe [is] with child 
by whoredom. And Judah ſaid, Bring her forth that 
fe e may be tried, and if found guilty, when ſhe is delivered, 
let her be burned let her be put to death, according to the 


25 lew of God and of nations. When ſhe [was] brought 


forth, 20 be tried for her adultery (for ſhe was ve! a. 10 


Hela and cont dercd 4 His adi fe,) ſhe ſent to her father in 


law, ſaying, 9) yt ne man whoſe theſe [are, am] I with 
chile: and ſbe ſald, Diſcern, I pray thee, whoſe [are] 


26 theſe, the ſignet, ind bracelets, and ſtaff, And Judah 


acknowlec ged [them,] and ſaid, She hath been more 
righteous than I ; ſhe has more reaſon to accuſe me, than I 
her, fince I have been the cauſe of her fin; becauſe that I 


gave her not to Shelah my ſon. And he knew her a again 5 
| no more; hewas o/named of his fin, and did not repeat it; 


and probably was not married after this, as We e do not read | 
ox any other children of his. ; 
And it came to pals 1 in the time of her nan. that, EO 
behold, twins [were] in her womb ; and ſhe had hard la- 


28 bour, as a puniſhment for her ſin. And it came to paſs, 
| when ſhe travailed, that [the one] put out [his] hand: 
and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a ſcarlet 
thread, ſaying, This came out firft, and ſhall be confidered 
29 as the firſt born. And it came to paſs, as he drew back 
his hand, that, behold, his brother came out: and ſhe 
fad, How haſt thou broken forth ? [this] breach [be] 


upon thee : therefore his name was called Pharez, at 


30 is, a breach. And afterward came out his brother, that 

bad the ſcarlet thread upon his hand: and his name 

| was called Zarah, he ariſeth, or cometh forth again. Some 
commentators have laboured to find an extraordinary myſtery 

in the birth of theſe children, as relating to the Jew, and | 


Gentiles; out I think without any ſolid foundation. 


REFLECT: | 
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5 


REFLECTIONS. 


5 


3 (© D is highly dilpleaſed with the "I of young th 
nn. people. Neither Er nor Onan could be much 
= above ſixteen, yet they were ſeverely puniſhed, Youth hg 
= no licenſe to act at random. Some fins are called tricks of g 
youth, and therefore are looked upon as ſmall matters, but 

1 they are not ſo in God's eſteem. When men are capable of 


diſcerning good and evil, God expects that they act wiſely, in 
and he will puniſh them here or hereafter if they do not. 
He ſometimes takes them away in his wrath, and thus 
' makes them awful warnings to others, Therefore young 
men are exhorted 1 he ſober-minded, and to flee youthful lujt;, 
doch war againſt the eſtate and reputation, the body and ſo, 
2. How does luſt beſot the mind, and bring ſhame on 
thoſe who indulge it! What ſcandalous ſtories are theſe! 
1 Such as Joſephus, the Jewiſh hiſtorian, was aſhamed to 
3 mention, as bringing a diſgrace on the father of his na- 
tion. Luft robs a man of his bracelet and ſtaff, his orna- 
ment and defence, and leaves men in a weak, infamous tate. 
What a wretched figure does this patriarch make, when 
going in, as he ſuppoſed, to an harlot! It ſhould make 
us all careful to h the deeds of the 8 and Keep 
_ ourſelves pure, 
3. How many dread Game more than fin: ; the tongues 
of men more than the eyes of God! Leſt wwe be ſhamed, 
has a greater influence with many, than left wwe be damned; 
\ WY ſo unaccountable is the folly of this world. But how un- 
Voorthy is this of the character of one of God's people! 
| Seneca, an heathen, could ſay, Tho? all men ſhould be 
ignorant of the evil I do, and I knew the gods would 
forgive me, yet for the filthineſs there is in fin, I would 
© not commit it. Fear of ſhame may preſerve from ſome 


"28 8 but the fear of God 1 is the "07 e from al 


_—_ - —— 


. fa How ready a are we to 8 our own faults 1 We 
3 he them in others! Judah pronounced a very ſevere 
oh ſentence on Tamar, Let us take heed that wherein We 


.. OLE, judge 
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ſudge others, we do not at the ſame time condemn our- 
ſelyves: our Lord's advice is, Hirſt take the beam out of 


ine own eye, then thou wilt ſee N to babe the mate out of 
thy brother's it 


© H A P. XXXIX. 


We have er us a remarkable inſtance of Foſep?”s chaſtity and 5 
integrity, and his overcoming one of the moſt formidable temp- 
tations that ever youth was attacked with, a deliverance, ſays 
one of the antients, as aſtoniſhing and remarkable as that of 
the three children in the fiery furnace. e e have in this chapter 
his advancement, his glorious congite g a ſtrong temptation ; 5 


his falſe accuſation and impriſonment, and 9 e 
: * -ance for him, 


ND Joſeph was brought down to Egypt; and 


Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the BO 


"ound who attended the king's perſon when he went abroad, 
and who. had the charge of the ſtate priſon, an Egyptian, 5 
bought him of the hands of the Iſhmeelites, which had 
brought him down thither : into his family Joſepli was 
| 2 taken, and God bleſſed him. And the Logp was with 
| Joſeph, and he was a proſperous man; God was with 
| him, bleſſing and proſpering all he took in hand : and he was 
in the houſe of his maſter the Egyptian, and applied 


himſelf patiently and faithfully to that low ęſtate wherein 


3 Gods providence had placed him. And his maſter ſaw that 


the LORD [was] with him, and that the Lozp made all 


that he did to proſper in his hand; which probably was 
4 not the caſe before Foſeph came into fits ann. And Joſeph . 
found grace in his light, was n longer treated by him as a 

| fave, and he ſerved him, attended his perſon, and, after 


ſome time, he made him overſeer over his houſe, and all 
[that] he had he put into his hand, he became ſteward of- -- 


5 his houſehold, and ſuperintended all his affairs. And it came 

to paſs from the time \that] he had made him overſeer 
in his houſe, and over all that he had, that the Logy _ 

bleſſed the Egy ptian' 8 houſe for Joſeph's 3 fake; and the 


"Eng 
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 blefling of the Logp was upon all that he had | in the 
_ houſe, and in the field; every thing ſucceeded the better fir 
6 7oſepts having a hand in them. And he left all that he 
had in Joſeph's hand; and he knew not aught he had, 
fave the bread which he did eat; every thing was truſted 
to Foſeph's management. Thus was the maſter happy in an 
OR. excellent ſervant, and the ſervant happy in a king and friendly 
= = maſter. But in this changing ſtate, the moſt plecſing ſitua- 
WE tion may be rendered uncomfortable, yea, dangerous. And 
Joſeph was [a] goodly [perſon,] and well favoured, 3 
5 veauty Ul youth, about ' twenty ſeven years of age. 

7 And when Joſeph was in theſe flouriſhing circumſtances, 
an unexpetted trouble came upon him, for it came to paſs 
after theſe things, that his maſter's wife caſt her eyes 
upon Joſeph, and became à lewd tempter lo him; and, 
forgetting her ſex, her duty, and ſtation, having loſt all prin. 
ciples of virtue and honour, with an impudent face me laid 
Jo him, Lie with me. Who can hear ſuch a propoſal withaut 
© wndignation! It is probable ſhe had tried ſome other methods 
=: © - 70 allure him, before her paſſion roſe fo high , but ind. 'ng 
them diſregarded, ſoe became more urgent. Foſeph was youig 
and proſperous, and flood high in his maſter's favour : il 
_ would have been much for his intereſt to have obliged his 
miſtreſs; it was at his peril to refuſe; he kad continues im. 
B = 8 portumty and convenient ſeaſons; But by divine affiſtance he 
xercame this ſtrong temptation and refuſed, and held faſt 

| fas integrity; nevertheleſs he ſhowed ſo much reſpect to his 
= wuſtreſs as to reaſon with, and did not fly in her face and re. 
= proach her: he ſuggeſts many arguments why he could net 
.ÄXIñ7 -- comply, and” ſaid unto his maſter's w ife, Behold; my 
mämaatter wotteth not what [is] with me in the houſe, and 
9 be hath committed all that he hath to my hand; {There 
is] none greater in this houſe than I; "neither hath he 
kept back any thing from me but thee, becauſe thou 
A [art] his wife: how then can I do this great wickedneſs, 
aud ſin in God? * ' who has been "ſo bod to me, and who 
bo VV fees 
iv: ng. He argues 1. From Py to i maſter; He hath advanced 
Ron me {ſo much above my expectation, and ſhowed me fo much 
"hk | — that | ſhould be a monſter of inzratiiade if 1 us 4 
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ſees and knows all my ſecret thoughts and actions; how can!! 
do it ? He ſpeaks of it as an impoſſiole thing. One would have * 
thought ſo much virtue would have abaſhed and confounded 
10 this abandoned ſeducer, but ſhe haunted him ſtill. And it 
came to pals, as ſhe ſpake to Joſeph day by day, that he 
hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, [or] to be with 
her. He reſolutely and wiſely ſhunned her diſcourſe and com- 
Pam, till, tired with his refuſals, ſhe reſolved to ſucceed or ruin 


11 him. And it came to paſs about this time, that [Joſeph] _ : 


went into the houſe to do his baſineſs ; and [there was] 
none of the men of the houſe there within, being gone io 
12 a feaſt, as Joſeplius tells us. And, Foſeph coming in to ſettle 
tis accounts, ſhe caught him b. y his garment, ſaying, 
Lie with me: and he hought it to no purpoſe to reaſon any 
more, and not being willing to ftruggle with her, left his 
garment in her hand, and. fled, and got him out, fed 


E 12 as for his life, for his 0 And it came to pals, when ſne 


ſaw that he had left his garment in her hand, and was 


| 14 fled forth, That her luſt turned io rage, ſo That the called 


unto the men of her houſe, made an uproar, and forred 


a moſt notorious falſhood, and ſpake unto them when they 
came, ſaying, See, he hath brought in an Hebrew unto | 

us to mock us, 10 abuſe us, and ſo cauſe us to be diſ- 

graced, he came in unto me to lie with me, and I cried 


= 5 with a loud voice : And it came to paſs, when he heard 


that I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his 


Y 16 garment with me, and fled, and got him out. And ſhe 


laid 1 his prmeont by her, until his lord came home. 
„ i ee 


| abuſe ks 1 in this matter. shall I a ranger and a ſlave, put 
| infamy upon my maſter, and do him irreparable miſchief? 2. He 


argues from his fidelity; My maſter knoweth not what is in the 


| houſe, he hath committed all to me, except thyſelf, and ſhall 1 


prove a traitor and deceive him? Shall I be guilty of the baſeit 
treachery and unfaithfulneſs, by invading his bed, and breaking 

the ſacred matrimonial tye? But then comes the chief argument, 
| þ How ſhall I do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt, God ? 


is virtue was founded on religion, | and this made it ſtedfaſt 


and unmoveable. This i interrogation ſpeaks the greateſt deteſtation. 
of the vice to which he was ſolicited; How can 1 fin againk 
my maſter; . againſt thee ; againſt my aged father and my bre- 


thren; againſt my own body and ſoul? But above all, How can 
L fin againſt God ? 3 
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17 And ſhe ſpake unto him according to theſe words, y. 
ing, The Hebrew ſervant, which thou haſt brought untg 

18 us, came in unto me to mock me: And it came to paſs, 
| as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his gar. 
5 ment with me, and fled out. This ory Was Very unlike) 
to be true, her having his garment, rather ſhowed that h 
ſolicited him, than he her; had he attempted to force her, 
19 he might eaſily have ſecured his garment, And it came to 
paſs, when his maſter heard the words of his wife, which 
= ſhe ſpake unto him, ſaying, After this manner did thy 
= 20 ſervant to me; that his wrath was kindled. And Jo. 
ſeph's maſter took him, perhaps without hearing hi; 
apology, or at leaſt to ſave appearances and his wife's credi, 
and put him into the priſon, or dungeon, a place where the 
king's priſoners [were] bound : and he was there in the 
priſon, in irons, as the pſalmiſt tells us, (Pjaln cv. 18. 
© Whoſe feet they hurt with fetters; he was laid in iron. © 
21 But the Lorp was with Joſeph, and ſhowed him 


= mercy, and gave him favour in = fight of the keeper Ml bl 
=. of the priſon, that is, the wider keeper, to whom he pro- d. 
22 bably told this feory. And the keeper of the priſon, beg he 
convinced of his innocence and integrity, committed to Jo- 


ſeph's hand all the priſoners that [were] in the priſon; 

and whatſoever they did there, he was the doer [of it, 

* 223 that is, it was done by his direction and order. The keeper 
ode priſon looked not to any thing [that was] under 


9 his hand; becauſe the Lokp was with him, and q 
[oth e which he did, the Loxp made lit] to proſper. 5 
9 l Soso true were Jacob's word: (ch. xlix. 22, 24, The archers | F 
= have ſorely grieved him, and ſhot ot him, and hated kin: Wl F 
5 ut tis bodo abode in ſtrengthi; and ihe arms of his hand; 
“aa made ſt 'ong 25 the hands of the 1 72 righty God 7. Fab. 

['% e _ REFLECT 10NS.. 


0 w happy i is it for a man to enjoy the bleſſing of 

: God upon his affairs ! Joſeph's brethren {old 
inn: and left him in great diſtreſs; but the Lord was with 
him; and no wonder then that he was a proſperous man. 
He was SR from his fr 1ends, but! not 1 of the 
Pr -efence 
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preſence of God; tho removed from his earthly father, his 
heavenly father was near him till ; e blefſing of God came 

| upon the head of him who was ſeparated from his brethren, 
| Thoſe who defire proſperity, ſhould ſecure the favour of 
God, make him their father and friend, and carry with 
| them, wherever they go, a ſenſe of his preſence and 

| friendſhip, and do nothing to forfeit that favour, Then, 
as the pſalmiſt ſays, they /hall be like a tree planted by the 
Invers of water; their leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and what- 
ever they do, ERR -cT ES. 
2. To have good ſervants is to be conſidered as an in- 
| lance of the kind providence of God: and thoſe who are 
ſo, ſhould be eſteemed and valued, God made Joſeph a 
good ſervant, and gave him grace, or favour, in the eyes 
of his maſter ; and he advanced him, took him to be his 
| own ſervant, and chief ſteward. It is a great ſatisfaction to 
| maſters and miſtreſſes to have thoſe about them in whoſe 


| all to Joſeph ; whereas maſters in general are obliged to be 
| the chief ſervants in a family, and the work often falls 
| heavieſt upon them. Good ſervants are a bleſſing to the 
family where they dwell, and families may ſometimes be 
| bleſſed for their ſake, Potiphar was bleſſed for Joſeph's 


| brethren in the Lord: all kindrieſs and encouragement 

| ſhould be ſhown them, to reward their fidelity; and tho? 

| perhaps they may not be altogether ſo ſuitable in other _ 

| reſpects, if they fear God, and are faithful to their truſt, _ 


| they ſhould be eſteemed very highly in love. 


3. How infamous and wretched is that mind which is 
| abandoned to the irregularity of paſſion | What a wretched 


| duried in oblivion and forgetfulneſs, but her character re- 
| mains as a reproach to the family and nation to which ſne 
belonged. Her headſtrong paſſions hurried her along to 


her conſcience was ſeared and unimpreſſed. When this 
| unclean ſpirit gets poſſeſſion of human nature, it is hard 
| to diſpoſſeſs him. How careful therefore ſhould men and 


(8 P women | 


prudence and integrity they can confide. Potiphar truſted 


| fake, and Laban for Jacob's ſake. Such therefore ſhould _ 
be highly prized and eſteemed, not only as ſervants, but as 


| figure does this audacious woman make! Her name is 


| break thro? all the bonds of decency, modeſty, and fidelity 


© GENESIS. XXXIX, 
women be to guard againſt the leaſt approach to ſach fins, to 
check all unclean and ſenſual thoughts, How careful ſhould 
they be to make a covenant with their eyes, and keep a 
rule over their own ſpirits, that they may not be, as this 
wretched creature was, like a city without any defence, 
acting a difagreeable, ſhameful, ſcandalous part, and ad. 
ding one degree of horrible wickedneſs to another, Let 
every one learn to poſſeſs his veſſel in ſanctification and 
' honour neither uſing filthineſs, or fooliſh talking, or jeſt. 
ing, which are not convenient. How ſuitable is the apof. 
tle s advice, keep thy ſelf Pure; and how much need have we 
to pray, Lord, creete in us a clean heart, and renew a # right 
. iin 8 1 
4. The fear of God i iS the wall ellen 1 
from fin. The omniſcience and univerſal government of 
God, made Joſeph reſiſt this violent temptation ſo boldly, 
He conſidered it not oply as a fin againſt his maſter, but 
40 againſt God. Thus Nehemiah, ſpeaking of the wicked. 
neſs of his predeceſſors, adds, So did not I, becauſe of the fear 
1 of GOD. The fear of men, or ſhame, or natural decency 
1 and modeſty, may keep men and women from ſin in ſome 
"A 5 circumſtances, and on ſome occaſions; but real religion is 
= an univerſal preſervative from fin ; it gives a divine ſanction 
do ſocial duties, and all the ſtricteſt branches of perſonal 
virtue. It is a good thing then, hat the heart be well 


_ E 
3 eſtabli iſhed with grace, which will keep us from thoſe ſnares ic 
EE = which are moſt artfully laid. By the fear of the Lord men ill 


* _ Gepart from evil; and happy is he 55 feareth always. . 
RY 5. What an amiable and lovely character is this of Jo- nh 
= fo and how fit a model for young men to imitate. Paul 
commands Timothy to flee youth ful luſts, and Titus, to Wl | 
* exſiort young men to be ſobermunded, Joſeph was ripped WM; 
of his coat, but not of his virtue; he carried that along 
with him. Satan tried him by ſuch a temptation as was 
_ peculiarly ſuitable to thoſe whoſe blood is warm, and 
their conſtitution vigorous ; but he reſiſted him ſtedfaſt 
nin the faith. He looked upon uncleanneſs, and eſpecially 
acultery, as a moſt enormous crime; he did not eſteem 
tit, as too many in theſe days affect to do, as a ie 
matter, a trick of youth; as a thing that by right ſhould 

not 


CENESLTS Mü, ts” 
not have been a fin, as ſome have profanely talked ; but he 
vas ſtruck with horror at the thoughts of it, and choſe ra- 


imperious, luſtful, revengeful woman, than fin againſt | 
his maſter and his God, The example of ſome great men, 
and the generality of our modern plays, are eminently cal- 
culated to corrupt the minds of youth ; the debauchery of 
their heroes, and their men of reſolution and bravery, have 


ſcircumſtance in Joſeph's temptation, that could render the 
ſin pleaſant and profitable; but, thro? divine grace, he 
lovercame it. He is the only hero, who can reſiſt tempta- 
tion. My ſon, if ſinners entice thee, conſent thou not; and in 
lorder to this, be ftrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; 
reve] every temptation with this reply, How can I do this 
great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God? 


6. It we would avoid in, we muſt keep out of the way | 
of temptation. Joſeph did ſo; he kept out of the fight and 


near her. This lovely youth might have argued and reaſon- 
ed ever ſo long, but probably he would have been overcome 
if he had not avoided the tempter. Thus muſt we do, if we 
would be ſafe. So Solomon adviſes, Gs not near the door of 
ber houſe, the houſe of the ſtrange woman, or harlot. Avoid 
| every occaſion of ſin; mind your own proper buſineſs ; for 
| idleneſs is an inlet to this and every other fin, Do not 
| ſtand parleying with temptation, but give it a ſhort and 
| ſharp repulſe; Get thee behind me, Satan. He that parleys is 
| half won, Get out of harm's way. To pray, Lord, lead 
1s not into temptation, and yet to run into it, is an abomina- 


temptation. 


tions! Joſeph ſeemed to be juſtly condemned, when for 

bis eminent virtue he was caſt into priſon. It is eaſy for 

men to raiſe and ſpread a ſpiteful ſtory, to ruin the reputa- 
tion and comfort of the perſon injured, as long as he lives. 

What deviliſh malice muſt it be to charge perſons in any 

| circumſtances, and eſpecially perſons of worth and eminence, 
vith ſuch vices as bring a wound, and a diſhonour, and 


Pal 


ther to expoſe himſelf to the hatred and reſentment of an . 


a wretched influence on young minds. There was every _ 


company of his miſtreſs, he would not fit with her, or be = 


|tle mockery of God. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 


| 7. How liable is innocence to be injured by falſe accuſa- 
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a reproach, which perhaps can never be wiped off. 4 
malicious tongue is ſet on fire of hell; the wiſeſt and hes 
of men have often been injured by it, and have had no re. 
medy but an appeal to the heart-ſearching God. Thoſe why 
are moſt clear and untainted, may yet be expoſed to hard 
ſpeeches and unjuſt reproaches. So Joſeph was; fo Chrif 
| himſelf was; but God will at length bring forth the righ. 
teouſneſs of his ſervants as the noon day : and thoſe who 
have reviled and flandered others, ſhall feel the moſt bitter 
= deore; in this world probably, but certainly in another, 
5 when characters that have been unjuſtly aſperſed ſhall he 
= cleared up. Jeſas, who bore the contradiction of ſinnets 
againſt himſelf, ſhall then plead the cauſe of his injured 
ſervants; and to thoſe who have been ſlandered and op. 


preſſed he ſhall give eternal reſt. 


= 8. How cheerfully may innocence repoſe itſelf on God, 
75 Anader all the injuries it ſuffers! God diſtinguiſhed Joſeph 
buy his favour and bleſſing, in the priſon, as well as in 
= Potiphar's houſe. From his having the favour of the keeper 


 - of the priſon, one would think that Potiphar ſuppoſed it to 
be a ſuſpicious affair, and therefore he was not ſo highly 
incenſed againſt Joſeph. Perhaps he knew ſomething of his 

_ wife's character; tho? for the ſake of his own, as well as 
her's, he {till kept him in priſon; but God was with him 
there. To the upright there ariſeth light in darkneſs and dun- 
a4 eoðns; the gates of the priſon could not ſhut out God's fa- 
> © _ vour and bleſſing. He raiſed him up friends during his con- 
We __. finement, and made his bondage comfortable. So will God 
„ ͤ é all his oppreſſed ſervants. This inſtance ſhould en- 
courage thoſe who ſuffer wrongfully, to bear it patiently, 
This, ſays the apoſtle Peter, is praiſe worthy, if a man far 
Conſcience toward God endureth grief, ſuffering wrong fully. To 
| conclude with the words of one of the Apocryphal writers: 
JIoſeph, tat righteous inan, was ſold; but wiſdom, that is, the 
_ wile. 04,  forjook him not, but delivered him from fin; Weil 


Fo down with him into the pit, and left him not in bonds, till ſe 
$3 irouglit him the ſeeptre of the kingdom, and pawer again 
„ thoſe thai oppreſſed him : as for them that had accuſed him, li 
1 k ſhowed them to be liars, but gave unto hum ee glory: 


_T. Wiſdom xX. 13, 14. 
g— CHAP. 
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CHAP, Xt. 


a -pl's for is continued, <ohoin ce teft i in priſon ; ard hare e 
Tere the impriſonment of two of Pharactf's ſervants ; their 
dreams, and Foſeph's interpretation of them; and the accoms- 
hh peg of Joſeplis predictions concerning them. 


N D it came to paſs after theſe thin g8, [that] the 
butler, or cup-bearer, of the king of Egypt and 
This] baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 

2 And Pharaoh was wroth againſt two [of ] his great 
officers, againſt the chief of the butlers, and againſt 
the chief of the bakers. What their crime was, int men. 
| tioned; ſome think a conſpiracy lo take away the king's life 
2 by poiſon. And he put them in ward in the houſe of 
" Puliphar the captain of the guard, into the priſon, the 
place where Joſeph [was] bound, or had been bound; for 
ie cas now at liberty, and made overſeer of the priſoners. 

4 And the captain of the guard charged Joſeph with 

them, being told by the under-keeper of his fidelity = care, 

and probably believing his innocence, tho* he ſtill kept him in 
priſan; and he ſerved them, that is, waited and eitended 2 
pon them: and they continued a ſeaſon in warxc. 
5 And they dreamed a dream both of them, each man 
| his dream in one night, each man according to the in- 

terpretation of his dream; zhat is, 4 dream which 0 
 fenificant of ſomething to come, which did alſo come to paſs. 

according to the interpretation given thereof, (cli. xli 13.) 

| the butler and the baker of the king of Egypt, which 

6 [were] bound in the priſon. And Joſeph came in un- 

to them in the morning, and looked upon them, and, 

behold, they [were] fad; becauſe they perceived the dream e 

| Was ſent from God to betoken Something future, and they un. 

7 derſfood not the meaning of #, And he aſked Pharaoh's 
officers that [were] with him in the ward of his lord's 

| houſe, ſaying, Wherefore look ye [ſo] ſadly to day? 
| 1 And x i ſaid unto him, We have dreamed a dream; 12 15 
and [there is] no interpreter of it; here is no magician 

or ſoothſayer that we can apply to in our preſent confinement. 

And Joleph ſaid unto them, [Do] not interpretations © . 
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10 behold, a vine [was] before me; And in the vin, 


I [ erde brought forth ripe grapes: And Pharaoh's Cup 


7 > - =: : LS 
2. „ 


| 12 And Joſep h ſaid unto kim: This [is] the Wipe 


I 3 3 feniſy three days: Yet within three days ſhall Pharach 
1 14 manner when thou waſt his butler. But think on me 


1 5 liberty: For indeed I was ſtolen away out of the land of 


dlecent requeſt, is admired by the critics as one of the ſin 


— 16 When the chief baker ſaw that the interpretation Was 


of bake-meats for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them 
18 And Joseph anfycred and ſaid, This {is] the inter- 


* dreams belong] to God? not to fuch perſons 
thoſe ? tell me [them, ] I pray you, for I fear and ſerry 
him, and doubt not but he will hear my prayers, and 7.2, 
this matter to me. Probably he had a ſtrong impulſe on his 
9 mind, which led him to ſay ſo. And the chief butler to 
his dream to Joſeph, and ſaid to him, In my dream, 


[9 


| [were] three branches: and it [was] as though it bud. 


ded, [and] her bloſſoms ſhot forth; and the cluſtes 


[was] in my hand : and I took the grapes, and preſſed 


them into Pharaoh's "OUS: and 4 pave the cup into 
Pharaoh's hand. 


| 2 


tion of it: The three branches [are] three days, ha: i; 


lift up thine head, that is, bring thee to trial, and at 
that time reſtore thee unto thy place: and thou ſha! 
deliver Pharaoh's cup into his hand, after the forme; 


| when it ſhall be well with thee, and ſhow kindneſs,! 
pray thee, unto me, and make mention of me unto 
Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houſe : Joſeph, 1h 
patient in adverſity, yet uſes all good means to procure li 


the e and here alſo have I done nothing that 
they ſhould put me into the dungeon. T his modeſt, and 


paſſages of antiquity. T he requeſt is made in the firongi 
manner, with the tendereſt motive, and has every thing init 
hat could offet a generous, grateful, and compaſſioiat: 
| breaſt ;, and as the butler knew the miſery of confinement, 
_ Joſeph therefore hoped he would take pity upon him. 


good, he ſaid unto Joſeph, I alſo [was] in my dream, 
and, behold, [I had] xk white baſkets on my head: 
17 And in the uppermoſt baſket [there was] of all manner 


out of the baſket upon my head. 


Pretation 
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pretation thereof: The three baſkets [are] or fipnify _ 
10 three days: Yet within three days ſhall e lift 

up thy head from off thee, Gall bring thee to trial, take 

h office from thee, and cut off thy head, and ſhall hang 

thee on a tree; and the birds ſhall eat thy fleſh from off 

these. | 
20 And it came to paſs the third day, (which was]! 
| Pharaoh's birthday, that he made a feaſt unto all his 
| ſervants ; and he lifted up the head of the chief butler 
and of the chief baker among his ſervants ; he reckoned 
21 01th them, brought them to trial before all fis officers. And 
Finding him innocent, he reſtored the chief butler unto his 
| butterſhip again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's 
hand: But he hanged the chief baker, whom he found 
gully: ; as Joſeph had interpreted to them. —_ 

23 Yet did not the chief butler remember Joſeph, but 
courtier like, forgat him, neglefted him and his aefire out 
| God remembered, and at 2 delivered him. 


REFLECTIONS. . 
0¹ BSERVE here bow gradually the pronidence "© 


| to priſon, in filling their heads with ſignificant dreams, and- 
| fo ordering 1 it, that the butler ſhould tell his dream firſt. 
Had the baker began, the interpretation would have been 
ſo diſmal, that the Sucker would probably have concealed 


his. In theſe circumſtances we may ſee, and ſhould own, 


ho can turn them as he pleaſes. 

2. We may learn humanity to Py EN, from the con- 
| duct of Joſeph to theſe priſoners. They were put under 
| his care, and he treated them with ly mpathy and kindneſs. 
He did not think the crimes, with which they were ſeverally 


and roughly; he miniſtered unto them, and compaſſionately 

enquired | about their grief. It is the duty of all % be 

pitiful and courteous , to be kindly aſfectioned one toward ano- 

ter, even to thoſe who have been guilty of great offences. It 

| 82 Part of chriſtian compaſſion to enquire into the cauſe of. 
P 4 = the 


God wrought for Joſeph; in bringing thoſe men 


the hand of God, in which are the hearts of all men, and 9 5 


charged, to be a ſufficient ground for uſing them ſeverely _ 


wo 
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the ſorrow of others, that we may do kind ſervices g 
them; at leaſt ſpeak comfortable words to them; thus are 
we 10 bear one another's burdens. 

Let us humbly refer to God all thols gifts with which 
we are favoured. Do not interpretations belong to God ? Joſeph 
Was deſirous that God might have the glory of this gift of 
foreſeeing things to come. All things come of him, ordi. 
nary as well as extraordinary, and he ſhould have the praiſe, 
The reaſoning of the apoſtle will hold good with regard to 
every advantage and accomplithment ; J/ho maieth thee o 
differ, and what is there that thou haſt not received ? Ie hari 
then ſhouldſt thou boaſt? = 
4. Let us be careful not to indulge ative i in paſſion- 
ate complaints of injuries received, v. 15. Joſeph made 
no complaint of his miſtreſs, any more than of the cruelty 
of his brethren ; but only aſſerted has own innocence, which 
Was neceſſary for his dcliverance, It is the glory of à mai ty 
paſs by a tranſgreſſion. When men are obliged to vindicate 
themſelves, they think they have a right to ſpeak. evil of 
others, and repreſent thoſe who have injured them in the 
blackeſt light. But we ſee, in the conduct of Joſeph, how 
much more agreeable and fitting 1 it is to prove our innocence, 
without upbraiding others. Let us learn to forgive and 
forget, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, evcn 
as God for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us. 8 
5. We learn fidelity in delivering the moſt awful meſ-. 
ſages, when a man's welfare is concerned. Joſeph told the 
baker plainly his terrible doom, and perhaps inſtructed him 
. the knowledge of the true God, and the nature of reli 
gion, and urged him to improve the little time he had left, 
This is a good hint to miniſters, to ſpeak the Lord's 

Word faithfully, and deliver their meſſage with ſeriouſneſs 
and fidelity; eſpecially to thoſe who are near the grave. 
| Becauſe they ſee them in an oppreſſed Rate, and for fear of 
diſobliging their friends, and the like, they are often too 
5 negligent I in this inſtance ; ; but it is a crucl kindneſs, and 
they are acceſſary to the blood and ruin of their fouls, af: 
they neglect to give them fair and faithful warning. 

6. Learn to avoid ingratitude, which appears to cdious 
in the Buer who fergat Joſeph. e had ſerved him 


in 
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in priſon, ſympathized with him, brought him good 
tidings, and done him many kind offices; yet he was un- 
mindful of his ſufferings, and his kindneſs: when advanced 
in Pharaoh's court, and ſurrounded with all the delicacies 


and pomp of it, he forgot his fellow-ſufferer, It is probably 
in alluſion to this, that the prophet, ſpeaking of the ob- 

duracy and inſenſibility of the people, ſays, Amos vi. b. They 
| drink wine in bowls, and anoint themſeFves with the chief of 


 ointments, but they are not grieved for the affliftion of Foſeph. 
Let us abhor this character, and not think it ſtrange if we 


ſhould meet with {ſuch treatment. Eipecially let us abhor 


ingratitude to God, who hath done ſo much for us, and 
laid us under ſuch ſtrong obligations to remember and ſerve 


him. Let us ever be mindful of his goodneſs; ftudy, by 


holy and obedient lives, to ſhow forth Eis praiſe, who hath 


ſent his own fon from heaven, to proclaim liberty to the cap- 


tives, the opening of the priſon to them that are ound, aud a 


© — our feet into a large Hate. 


q a. 


CHAP. XI. I. 


5 7 5 the obſervation of an inſpired writer, that * many are the 


offliftions of the rig hc,! but the Lord delivereth him out of 


them all.“ This is Uluſtrated i in the hiſtoiy of Foſeph, particu- 
larly in this chapter; where are related Pharaolts remarkable 


dreams; Foſe lis interpretation of them ;, his advancement 10 
a place of great truſt and Nene, and his Tt len. Manages 


5 ment of It. 


— 


N D it came to ab at 0 ad of two fall years 

i after the butler's reſtoration, that Pharaoh dreamed 
and, behold, he ſtood by the river Nike; on the riſe 

* which i in the ſpring, the fruttfulneſs of the next year de- 

2 pended, there being no rain in that country, And, be- 

hold, there came up out of the river ſeven well 


favoured kine, and fat fleſhed; and they fed in a 
3 meadow. And, behold, ſeven other Kine came u 


after them out of the river, ill favoured, and hs 


fleſhed ; and ſtood. IF the [other kine upon 1 
—— brink 
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brink of the river, feeding on the ruſhes that grew on its 
banks, and not in meadows as the former did. This aj 
ſhows that the river did not then overflow its banks, ond 
4 conſequently there muſt be a famine in the land. And the 
ill favoured and lean fleſhed kine did eat up the ſeven 
5 well favoured and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And 
he ſlept, and dreamed the ſecond time: and, behold, 
ſeven ears of corn came up upon one ſtalk, rank and 
6 good. And, behold, ſeven thin ears and blaſted with _ 
7 the eaſt wind ſprung up after them. And the ſeven thin 
cars devoured the ſeven rank and full ears. And Pha- 
raoh awoke, and, behold, [it was] a dream; 4 divine, 
ſupernatural dream, ſent immediate by God, and in. 
8 timated that both the grazing and arable land would tien 
Fail. And it came to paſs in the morning, that his ſpirit 
was troubled; and he ſent and called for all the magi- 
cians of Egypt, and all the wiſe men, or philoſophers, 
thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but [there | 
was] none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. = 
is a wonder they did not find Py 10 ſatisfy. lis mind; I 
but God refrained their ſpirits. : 
= Then foaks the chief butler unto Phargals ng 13 
do remember my faults this day, my ingratituds 10 Jo- 
10 ſeph and breach of promiſe : Pharaoh was wroth with his 
ſervants, and put me in ward inthe captain of the guard's 
II houſe, both] me, and the chief baker : And we dream- 
cd a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed each 
man according to the interpretation of his dream. (See 
12 ch. xl. 5.) And [there was] there with us a young man, 
an Hebrew, ſervant to the captain of the guard; and 
we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to- 
"3 each man according to his dream he did interpret. And 
it came to paſs, as he interpreted to us, ſo it was; me 
1 reſtored unto mine office, and him he hanged, 
Then Pharaoh ſent and called Joſeph, and they 
FOR him haftily out of the dungeon, that is, out of 
the priſon houſe, a part being put for the whole of it. Here 
lie had let Ins hair grow, and wore the habit of mourning z 
but it was not decent to appear before the king in this man- 
ner, and — he ſhaved * ] and changed his 
raiment, 
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| 15 raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. And Pharaoh 
ſaid unto Joſeph, I have dreamed a dream, and [there 


is] none that can interpret it: and I have heard ſay of 
_ thee, [that] thou canſt underſtand a dream to interpret 
16 it. And Joſeph anſwered Pharaoh, ſaying, [It is] not 


in me, I cannot do it of myſelf : the interpretation of dreams 


belongs to God, who ſhall give Pharaoh an anſwer of 


peace; ſuch an anſwer as may portend happineſs, proſperity, 


and all good to thee, and may quiet thy troubled mind. 
This he wiſhed, and perhaps foreſaw. No doubt Foſeph's 


mind was greatly impreſſed with theſe things : perhaps he 
HOW bezan to ſee the meaning of his own dreams, and how 
providence was gradually working for their accompliſhment. 


17 And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, In my dream, behold, 
18 TI ſtood upon the bank of the river: And, behold, there 


came up out of the river ſeven ke, fat fleſhed and 


19 well favoured: and they fed in a meadow : And, behold, 


ſeven other kine came up after them, poor and very 


11] favoured and lean fleſhed, ſuch as I never ſaw in 


20 all the land of Egypt for badnels : And the lean and the 


21 ill favoured kine did eat up the firſt ſeven fat Kine: And 
when they had eaten them up, it could not be known 


that they had eaten them; but they [were] ſtill ill fa- 


22 voured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. And I ſaw 


in my dream, and, behold, ſeven ears came up in one 


23 ſtalk, full and good: And, behold, ſeven ears, withered, 
thin, [and] blaſted with the eaſt wind, ſprung up after 


24 them : And the thin ears devoured the ſeven good ears: 


and I told [this] unto the magicians ; but [there was] 3 


none that could declare [it] to me. 


25 And Joſeph ſaid unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pha. f 
raoh [is] one in /jgnififation, that is, both dreams ſignify the 
_ fame thing: God hath ſhowed Pharaoh what he [is] _ 
26 about to do. The ſeven good kine [are] ſeven years; 
and the ſeven good ears [are] ſeven years: the dream 
i {is] one. And the ſeven thin and ill fayoured kine that 
came up after them [are] ſeven years; and the ſeven 
empty ears blaſted with the eaſt wind, ſhall be ſeven _ 
26 years of famine, This [is] the thing which I have 
ew? unto Pharaoh: What God bs) about to 1 — he 
: oweth | 
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29 ſhoweth unto Pharach. Behold, there come ſeven years | 
of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt: 
30 And there ſhall ariſe after them ſeven years of famine: ; 
and all the plenty ſhall be forgotten in the land of 
Egypt; there ſhall be no remains of former plenty; their pre. 
ſent miſery ſhall make them forget it; and the famine ſhall! 
85 31 conſume the land; And the plenty ſhall not be known 
in the land by thn of that famine following ; for it 
: 32 [ſhall be] very grievous, And for that the dream was 
doubled unto Pharaoh twice; [1t is] becauſe the thing 
[is] eſtabliſhed by God, and God will ſhortly bring it 
to paſs; it is both certain and near. Upon this Foſeph, wider 
the influence of that ſpirit by which he had interpreted the 


33. dream, gives this wiſe and prudent advice; Now therefore 


let Pharavh look out a man diſcreet and wiſe, and ſet 
34 him over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh do [this, 


and let him appoint officers over the land, and take up _ 


„the fifth part of the land of Egypt in the ſeven plen- 
35 teous years. And let them gather all the food of thole - 


good years that come, and lay up corn under the hand 
of Pharaoh, according to Pharaoſss appointment, and let 


ne 36 them keep food i in the cities. And that food ſhall be 
for ſtore to the land againſt the ſeven' years of famine, 
which ſhall be in the land of Egypt; that the land 
37 periſh not through the famine. And the thing Was 
good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his 


ſervants. Having truly interpreted the butler*s dream, and 


his interpretation of this being ſo natural and likely, greatly _ 
_ affected the king*s mind, and the minds of his courtiersg. 
| 38 And Pharach ſaid unto his ſervants, Can we find 


[ſuch an one] as this [is,] a man in whom the Spirit of 


God [is?] ſuch prudence, as God by his ſpirit hath beſtowed | 
_ 9 on this man in ſuch a ſingular manner? And Pharaoh ſaid 
e Joſeph, Foraſmuch as God hath ſhowed thee all 
La 8¹⁰ pt thee this SIO gift of fareſeeing mg fore- 


telling 


: © Ifi it be aſked, Why | no more "than a fifth. Part! * may be 


replied, That a tenth was the uſual tax of the king; this year it 


might be double the quantity of former years, becauſe of the 


great plenty, He might alſo purchaſe a fifth part beſides the 
tax; and all this, in a plentiful year, would be equal to a Whole 1 


crop in a common ſeaſon. 
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telling things to come, and of giving ſuch prudent advice for 
the future, [there 18] none ſo diſcreet and wiſe as thou 
zo [art :] Thou ſhalt he over my houſe, and according 

unto thy word ſhall all my people be ruled: only in 

41 the throne will I be greater than thou. And Pharaoh 
' ſaid unto Joſeph, See, I have let thee over all the land 
42 of Egypt. And Pharaoh took off his ring from his 
hand, and put it upon Joſeph's hand, and arrayed him 
iꝛ: veſtures of fine linen, and put a gold chain, an enen 
| 43 of honour, about his neck; And he made him to ride in 
the ſecond chariot which he had; and they cried before 
him, Bow the knee: the Hebrew word fignijtes, the king's 
father or tender father, kind ſaviour of the people or perhaps 
il was a common phraſe, as God ſave the king” is with, 


use and he made him [ruler] over all the land of Egypt. 


Z 44 And Pharaoh faid unto Joſeph, I [am] Pharaoh, and 


without thee ſhall no man lift up his hand or foot in al! | 


the land of Egypt; that is, as ſure as I am king, ſo ſure 
| without thy advice and authority ſball no man do any 
435 thing in point of government, And Pharaoh called Jo- 
ſeph's name Zaphnath-paaneah; moſt commentators_ſoy 
it means a revealer of ſecrets, but Ferome ſays, it means the 
ſaviour of the country. Il is common to this day for eaſtern 
kings to give names to their favourites, ſignificant of ſome 
ſervice they have done, or ſome honour conferred upon them. 
And he gave him to wife Aſenath the daughter of 
Poti-pherah prieſt, or prince of On- diy afterwards 
called Heliopolis, where was a famous temple dedicated to the 
"fun. And Joſeph went out over [ all] the land of Egypt.3 
1. See-De la Vaiie's Travels to the Eaſt.t . 
A late infamous writer endeavours to ſuily the character of 
' Joſeph, and to prove him ambitious, tyrannical, and oppreſſive; and 
ſays, that Pharach diveſted himſelf of all regal authority, and 
put the wholeC military force of the kingdom into Joſeph's | 
hands, and gave him the nomination to all places of power an 
truſt, But theſe things are evidently falſe, for Pharaoh ſays in 
L. 40, In the throne will 1 be greater than tlios; he rode only in 
the ſecond chariot. The aſſertion, that he had the military forces 


under his command, is founded on a marginal reading, D. 40. 


at thy word ſhall all my people be armed: but in moſt other 
places (ſome critics ſay in all) it ſignifies 7% 4%, or pay civil 
„„ ieee ons 9 reſpect, 


R=> 
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46 And Toſeph [was] thirty years old when he ſtood be. 
fore Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Joſeph went out 
from the preſence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all 
47 the land of Egypt. And in the ſeven plenteous years 
48 the earth brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered 
up all the food of the ſeven years, which were in the 
land of Egypt, the fifth part (v., 34.) of all manner of 
eatable things, and laid up the food in the cities: the food 
pf the field, which [was] found about every city, laid ge 
49 up in the ſame. And Joſeph gathered corn as the ſand 
of the ſea, very much, until he left numbering the 
mmeaſures; tor [it was] without number, 
50 And unto Joſeph were born two ſons before the 
years of famine came, which Aſenath the daughter 
| of Poti-pherah prieſt, or prince of On bare unto him, 
„ 51 and Joſeph called the name of the firſt born Manaſſeh, 
hat is, forgetting: For God, [ſaid he,] hath made me 
forget all my toil, hath expelled all ſorrowful remembrance = 
of it by my preſent comfort and glory, and all my father's 
Hhuouſe, at is, all my ſufferings there from my brethren, 
52 And the name of the ſecond called he Ephraim, that is, * 
— fruitful: For God hath cauſed me to be fruitful 1 in the 5 
8 land of my affliction. : 
53 And the ſeven years of plenteouſneſs, that was in the; 
54 land of Egypt, were ended. And the ſeven years f 
dearth began to come, according as. Joſeph had faid : _ 
e and the dearth was in all lands; but in all the land wy 
3 5 of Egypt there was bread. And when all the land of 
Egypt was famiſhed, or pinched with famine, the people 
dried to Pharaoh, as 10 their king and common father, for 
| bread : and Pharaoh ſaid unto all the Egyptians, Go 


Og 56 unto Joſeph ; what he ſaith to you, do. And the fa- 


mine was over all the face of the carth: and Joſeph _ 


2 all the ſtorehouſes, and ſold unto the Egyp- | 


tians; ; and the famine waxed fore i in the land of Egypt. 
” . , 
ces; 161 in \ Palin ii. 12. wy the FRY Ge. Aud that he was 


empowered to nominate whom he pleaſed to places of „ 


cequally groundleſs, for he had not power to raiſe. his brethren 5 


when they came, or to ſend for his father, Liar — 
wan command. 800 chop. ove: 19. wi 
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57 And all countries came into Egypt to Joſeph for to buy 


corn ʒ] becauſe that the famine was [ſo] fore in all lands. 
No doubt this buſineſs was managed with great prudence and 


compaſſion, corn was fold at a reaſonable hi and the mw. 


pes were not pee 600 the King was enrich "ed. 


Zh 


BY. 7 E ſhe bas how tht God can trouble and con- 


found the ſpirits of men, even of princes. Pha- 0 


raoh's dreams troubled him; ſo did Nebuchadnezzar S and 
| Belſhazzar's, of which we WY in the Book of Daniel. How + 


| eafily can he ſcare men with dreams and viſions on their 
| bed! As we have reaſon to believe that this extraordinary 


method of communicating convictions and knowledge 1s 


| ceaſed, let us not be anxious about theſe things, but keep 
cloſe to God's written word, I do not fay, that God never 


| communicates admonitions this way, but we have no reaſon | 
to expect it. In the multitude of dreams, ſays Solomon, Eccles. 


” ue 2 there are divers vanities; but fear thou God. 


2. See ho- eaſily God can deliver his people, and turn 5 


their captivity into triumph and | joy. his Joſeph little | 
expected, after a delay of two full years. Deliverances are 


often neareſt when leaſt expected; and, when moſt unlikely, 


they are moſt ſeaſonable and welcome. © Behold,” ſays Bp. 3 
, e one hour has changed his ſetters, into a chain of 


gold; —his priſon garments, into robes of fine linen; — 


| © his ſtocks, into a chariot, and his gaol, into a palace; — _ 
| © Potiphar's ſlave, to be his maſter's lord; — and the noiſe _ 
| * of his chains, into the acclamation of the people, Bow 
© the knee.” The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 


oll their tribulations; and thoſe who ſuffer for well. doing, 


| and commit the keeping of their ſouls to him, hall at 
length be advanced to all the dignity and glory « of n 


beings. 


3. See the 8 of God on he ſpirits of meh” in 7 
Joſeph thus interpreting the dreams, and in Pharach and 
his courtiers falling in with his advice. God inclines men 


to do thoſe things that anſwer the ſchemes and purpoſes of 


his providence, Let us reyerence and adore him, who or- 
. deͤrs = 


a 


" E N . . 


ders all thi: g according to the purpoſes of his own will, who ;; 
wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working, or in contrivances, 
4. Let us learn, from ſuch interpoſitions of providence as 
_ theſe, to commit our ways to the Lord, and truſt in him for de. 
| liverance, till the happy time ſhall come, when he will make 
us forget all our ſorrows, They were ſignificant names which 
Joſeph gave his children. It is God who ſends us ſuch 
_ comforts, as make us forget our forrows, and remember 
dur troubles no more. The afflictions of his people are 
deſigned to make them fruitful; and they ſhould bear wit! 
| patience what he lays on them, and wait all the days of their 
appointed time, till their change comes. God's providence may 
be working for us, tho we cannot perceive itz and hoſe 
 bight offlifdions which are but for a moment, may be working Gut 
Fer us 4 for more erckecling, and an eternal waght of glory. 


CHAP. XIII. 


Face Nl his ſons into Egypt to FR corn; tr treatment th 
their brother there, and return to their father with an account 
it. It may appear ſtrange that Facob never heard of his 
ſon's advancement, and that Foſeph never ſent to his father, 
or paid him a viſit when he went thro the land, and was 
 evithin forty or fifty miles of the Place where he lived: but - 
undoubtedly the hand of providence was in it; and Joſeph, who 
had the gift from God of interpreting dreams, might ſo far un- 
derſtand his own, as to wait till his brethren bowed themſelves 
before him; and if Jacob and his family heard of fuch an e. 
traordinary perſon in Pharaal' court, they Word rot have 5 
known mms new name. 


OW when Jacobs ſaw, or heard . ſome of his 
neighbours, who had been there, that there was corn 
MM in Egypt, Jacob ſaid unto his ſons, Why do ye look one 
upon another? /it till, and do nothing in this time of diftreſs? 8 
2 And he faid, Behold, I have heard that there is corn in 
Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from 
3 thence; that we may live, and not die. And Beer 3 
| | | ten 


* 
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4 ten brethren went down to buy corn in Egypt. But 
Benjamin, Joſeph's brother, Jacob's deareſt child by his 
| beloved wife Rachel, Jacob ſent not with his brethren ; 

for he ſaid, Left peradventure miſchief befall him : 
5 And the ns of Inne came to buy [corn] among thoſe 
that came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan, _ 
| 6 And Joſeph [was] the governor, or ſultan, over the 
land, [and] he [it was] that, by lus officers, ſold to all 
1 people of the land: but the names of all the purchaſers 
might be brought-ta him, eſpecially foreigners, that he might 
keep a watchful eye over them: and Joſeph's brethren 
| came and bowed down themſelves before him [with 
| 7 their faces to the earth, and thus fulfilled his dream. And 
| Joſeph ſaw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 
| himſelf ſtrange unto them, and ſpake roughly unto them; 
and he ſaid unto them, Whence come ye? And they 
$ ſaid, From the land of Canaan to buy food." And Joſeph 
knew his brethren, but they knew not him, being much 
| altered in his countenance, ature and apparel, and ſpeaking 
9 0 them by an interpreter. And Joleph remembered the 
dreams which he dreamed of them, / as to obſerve their 
accompliſhment, and ſaid unto them, Ye [are] ſpies; nis 
ie ſpeaks only by way of trial and diſcovery, as if he had 
fail One may well ſuſpett you to be ſpies, if you cannot clear 
yourſelves ;, to ſee the nakedneſs of the land ye are come, 


10 where the country lies moſt open and expoſed to danger. And 
they faid unto him, Nay, my lord, but to buy food 
11 are thy ſervants come. We [are] all one man's ſons; _ 


and it is not likely one man would expoſe all his ſons at once to 
3 dangerous an employment ; we [are] true men, ] thy ſer- 
12 vants are no ſpies, And he ſaid unto them, Nay, but to 


ſee the nakedneſs of the land ye are come, 10 obſerve its —— | 


1 3 weakneſs, and where you 23 8 beſt attack 11. And they 
e ſaid, 


* He deals has: with them, that be might briog: hs to make_ 


a full relation of the preſent ſtate of their family; to humble | 


| 3 the better with the remembrance of their former ſins; to 
enhance their joy when the truth of things ſhould be diſcovered; 


and the more fully to manifeſt the accompliſhment of his dreams, | 


when, being under his power, .they ſhould in an humble manner 
ſue to him tor their liberty. 


23 
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ſaid, Thy ſervants fare]. ts bee. the 8 of 


one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, the 


DE. 


15 


16 


yqungeſt [15] this day with our father, and one [is] 
not. And Joſeph ſaid unto them, That lis it] that! 
ſpake unto you, ſaying, Ye [are] ſpies; this confirm: 
my ſaying © it is not likely a father ſhould fend ten ſous on 


Jock an exrand, and keep only one at home. Hereby ye 


ſha'l be proved : By the life of Pharaoh, as ſure ©; 
Pharaoh lives, ye ſhall not go forth hence, except your 
youngeſt brother come hither. Send one of you, and 
let him fetch your brother, and ye ſhall be kept in 
priſon, that your words may be proved, whether | there 
be any] truth in you: or elſe by the life of Pharaoh 

ſurely ye [are] ſpies. They might have brought any Joung 


man, and called him their brother : and it 15 probabl; Joſe; 


7 ſuppoſed they had really made. away with him. And he pu: 
gets all together into ward three days ; that their ow 


18 /in might be brought to remembrance, And Joſeph fail 
unto them the third day, This do, and live; Thor) I fear 


= 19 


God, and would not do an inhuman action: If ye [be] true 


N [men,] let one of your brethren be bound in the houſe 


of your priſon: go ye, carry corn for the famine of your 
= 


houſes: But bring your youngeſt brother unto me; ſo 


| ſhall your words be verified, and ye ſhall not die, An 


they did fo, or promiſed and reſolved to do ſo. 
U ditile thinking that he underſtood the Hebrew language, 


And they ſaid one to another, while in Foſe Pig preſence, 5 


We are] verily guilty concerning our brother, in that 
we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, when he beſought us, 
and we would not hear; therefore is this diſtreſs come 
upon us. We ſold our 2 other Joſeph for a flave, and mow 


De ourſelves are captives z we would not hear his cry, and 


oO mow our cry wiil not be heard: this brought their fin to their 
15 22 5 
> Spake I not unto you, ſaying, Do not fin againſt the 


remembrance. And Reuben anſwered them, faying, 


child; and ye would not hear {7/5 ſhows that they fold 1 
Fim unknown 4 Reuben: ) therefore, behold, alſo his blood 


is required; we ſhall now be puniſhed for his death. And 
they knew not that Joſeph underſtood them; ] for he 


ſpake unto them by an interpreter, T, he interpreter mig 


0 
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mow be withdrawn, or alter nding only to one of them, while 


5 
9 f 24 Foſeph heard the diſcourſe of the ret. And he turned him- 

| WM _ {cif about from them, and wept; and returned to them 
:] WW A2gain, and communed with them, and took from them 
1 N Sime on, and bound him before their eyes; who by this 
„„ feos to have had the greateſt hand in Foſeph's trouble, or, 
ye being by nature bold and fierce, Joſeph thought he might be 
a ee moſt likely lo hinder Benjamin from coming, 


25 Then Joſeph commanded to fill their ſacks with 
corn, and to reſtore every man's money into his ſack, 
and to give them proviſion for the way: and thus did 
26 he unto them. And they laded their aſſes with the 
27 corn, and departed thence. And as one of them opened 
his ſack to give his aſs provender in the inn, he eſpied 
| his money; for, behold, it [was] in his ſack's mouth. 
28 And he ſaid unto his brethren, My money is reſtored ; 
and, lo, [it is] even in my ſack: and their heart failed 
[them,] and they were afraid; they thought it could not be 
deſigned as a kindneſs, but mu be intended as a foundation 
for a quarrel ;, however they acknowledge Me hand and juſtice 
of God in it, ſaying one to another, What [is] this 
[that] God hath done unto us? I it not a Juft Puniſh» 
ment for our fin againſt our brother? _ 5 
And they came unto Jacob their an unto the 
S land of Canaan, and told him all that befell unto them; 
| 30 faying, The man, [who is] the lord or governor of the _ 
land, ſpake roughly to us, and took us for ſpies of the 
31 country. And we ſaid unto him, We [are] true [men;] ] 
32 ue are no ſpies : We [be] twelve brethren, ſons of our 
father; one [18] not, and the youngeſt [is] this day with 


| | 3 3 our father in the land of Canaan. And the man, the Tz 


lord of the country, ſaid unto us, Hereby ſhall I know | 

that ye [are] true [men;] leave one of your brethren _ 

| [here] with me, and take [food for] the famine of your 
E 34 houſeholds, and be gone: And bring your youngeſt | 
brother unto me: then ſhall I know that ye [are] no 


- my [but] that ye [are] true fmen: ſo] will I de- 


liver you your Bene and ye ſhall tratfick in the bs 
5 land. : > 
* And it came to paſs as they emptied their ſacks, that, 

EE. ' behold, - 
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1 behold, every man's bundle of money [was] in his | 
EY and when [both] they and their father ſaw the 
-  bunilles of money, they were afraid; their fear returned 


duni more violence, having more time to think of the matter; 
and their wiſe, experienced father ſuggeſting many thing; "4 
them, which might deeply affe both himſelf and them : 1; 

_ probably imagined they had behaved themſebves ill and brought 
36 the money away craftily. And Jacob their father ſeemed 
to think they only were in fault, and ſaid unto them, Me 


have ye bereaved [of my children: ] Joſeph [is] not, 


and Simeon [is] not, and ye will take Benjamin 
[away :] all theſe things are againſt me; this renewed 
 firoke upon my former ſorrows is very grievous, and greatly 


5 37 afues me, And Reuben ſpake unto his father, laying, 
Slay my two ſons, or two of my ſons, (for he had four, 
ch. xlvi. 9.) if I bring him not to thee: deliver him 


into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again. This 

co & raſh and fooliſh propoſal ; but it was only intended to 
expreſs his full belief that the man would releaſe Simeon, and 
100 perſuade him to let Benjamin go, which for the preſent he 


. 38 refuſes. And he ſaid, My ſon ſhall not go down with 
you; for his brother | is dead, and he is left alone of 
RNachelbs children : if miſchief befall him by the way in 


the which ye go, then ſhall 70 bring doun r gray 


. hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


REFLECTIONS. 


mote a ſenſe of humanity, v. 18. Joſeph durſt 


FRY no wrong—no, nor deal unkindly with thoſe who had 
injured him, becauſe he feared God—the almighty, all- 
knowing, and merciful God. Tho? Joſeph was a great 
man, he was ſenſible there was one infinitely greater than 
he, to whom he was accountable, and whom he ought to 
| reverence. This is the beſt principle for ſocial duties to be 
_ diſcharged b; y ; reverence for God will make us deal honeſt- 
* and e it will TINO us againſt all TIN: and 


ſeverity. 
NN 07% ny children, i is not in the original, 8 ſpoils ths beauty of 


the ſentence. The expreſſion is elliptical ; Me have ye berea ved 
then . followed a i ſigh « or . BY 


4 H E FIG Ef God, ee it prevails, will pro. 
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ſeverity, It was a ſtrange and abſurd ſpeech of a great 
man, that he was the friend of God, but the enemy of 
mankind.” The beſt way to incline us 7% do juſtly, and love 
mercy is, to walk 0 with God, and be in has fear all rhe 
da) long. 
2̃. See the force of confcleiics it bete to the wind of 
Joſeph's brethrin, thoſe crimes that were committed twenty 
years before; their conſcience immediately ftruck upon this; 
they remembered their faults that day. Conſcience brings 
old fins to a new reckoning ; tho? it feems to be aſleep, it 
| records faithfully, and will be a fearful accuſer another day. 
Let us guard againſt f in. for it may be very bitter many 
months, yea many years, after it is committed and forgotten, 
Reuben had this ſatisfaction, that he did not conſent to this 
wicked act; it will be comfortable amidſt the calamities we 
may ſuffer with others to think we had no hand in the guilt, 
Herein then, let us exerciſe ourſelves, to maintain a one 
void of offence toward God and an. Do. 
> See the uſefulneſs of affliction in bringing our fins 88 
remembrance, Theſe men perhaps never thought much of 
| Joſeph before, nor were much concerned about what became 
| of him; but now they think of his caſe, with deep ſorrow | 
and repentance, God will write bitter things againſt us, to 
| bring our ſin to remembrance, and humble us for it. Af- 
flictions, in this view, are great mercies, and it is God's 
common method of dealing with men: ſee Job xxxvi. 
| $—10. And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cord 2 
| of affliffion'; then he ſhoweth them their work, and their tranſ- 
greſſons, that they have exceeded. He openech alſo their ear to 
diſcipline, and commandeth that they return from iniquity. Let 
us, therefore, patiently bear God's rebukes, and coſider 
| wherefore he contendeth with us; and reſolve, that wherein 
une have done iniquity, we will do ſo no more. 
4. How ready are we to draw raſh lions. as Jacob . 
$ tid, who ſaid, Al theſe things are againſt me, when all were for 
f him, and working together for his good. We are ready to 3 
{| conclude, when we loſe our wealth or fame, our health or 3 
friends, all this is againſt us; but God intends it for our — m 
good. To judge by paſlion, or affection, is the way to 1 
| Jadge wrong : Jacob's grief darkened his mind, and over- = 
2 r Whelmed 


— — 
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© whelmed his faith. We are in great danger of forming 1 
| 4 wrong judgment of the divine diſpenſations, eſpecially of 

thoſe which are a ſource of grief and ſorrow: Jacob was 

happily diſappointed, Let us learn to Judge nothing belore the 
lime, but patiently wait til] the myſtery of provide ce is 
15 opened; and then we ſhall fee the truth of Paul's obſervn. 

tion, that all things work together for good to th in that love 
= God, and are the called in to ft pu, Poſe. 
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| CHAP. XLII. 
Jacob's ſons. are forced 10 g0 0 ſecond. time into E 2ypt ; 5 
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goes with them; their converſation with Je ens 


and the kind entertainment they received from their G0;ner. 


Nn 


* 
i 
werd, 


8 N the famine [was] fore 1 in the land; a fi 
—_— 2%. greater ſcarcity prova led. And it came to pas, 
ben they had eaten up the corn wich they ha id 
brought out of Egypt, their father ſaid unto them, 
Go again, buy us a little food, juſt enough for the pre- 
| 3 ſent, loping next year to have a plentiful Crop. And ſu- 
5 ws who probably had more intere/? © ith his father tan 
euben or Levi, ſpake unto him, ſaying, The man did 
res proteſt unto us, ſaying, Ye ſhall not ſee my 
4 face, except your brother [be] with you, If thou wilt 
ſend our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee. 
5 food; But if thou wilt not ſend [him,] we will not 
90 Aon, we cannot go, without breach of our prom ſe, nor 
1 2 without danger: for the man ſaid unto us, Ye ſhall not 
—_— 6 ſee my face, except your brother |! be] with you. And. 
Ifrael ſaid, wherefore dealt ye [ſo] ill with me, [as] 
1 7 to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? And they 
ſaid, The nian aſked us ſtraitly of our ſtate and of our 
| kindred, ſaying, [Is] your father yet alive? have Wn 
[another] brother? and we told him according to the 
tenor of theſe words; gave him ſuch anſwers as thije 
queſtions. required could we certainly know that ke 
8 You A ay, Bring your brother down? And Judah h ſaid 
nto 0 Lac] his father, Send the lad with me (/ called, 


Pecas / 


8 
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becauſe he was the younmgeſt, tho now above thirty years old) 
and we will ariſe and go; That we may live, and not die, 

9 both we, and thou, [and] a alſo our little ones. I will 
be ſurety for him; of my hand ſhalt thou require him; 
I will do all I can to ſecure him, and rather ſuffer anFthing 
than loſe him : If I bring him not unto thee, and ſet him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever, a 
10 lie under thy diſpleaſure: For except we had lingered, ſure- 


11 hy now we had returned this ſecond time. And their 


father Iſrael, when he ſaw there was no help, but he mujt 

riſk an imcertain danger, or be acceſſar y to the certain ruin 
of tas family, conſented, and ſaid unto them, It [it muſt 
be] ſo now, do this; take of the beſt fruits in the land 
in your veſſels, and carry down the man a preſent, a 
little balm, and a little honey, ſpices, and myrrh, ' 
nuts, and almonds; having found in the caſe of Efaz, 


12 that a gift pacifieth anger: And take double money in 


your hand, as corn may now be grown dearer; and the 
money that Was brought again in the mouth of your 
ſacks, carry [it] again in your hand; peradventure 
it [was] an overſight, ether in you, or the receiver of the 


rl 3 money, and it muſt therefore be reſtored : Take alſo your 
| 14 brother, and ariſe, go again unto. the man: And God 


Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may 
ſend away your other brother, and Benjamin. If I be 
bereaved [of my children,] 1 am bereaved; Goa's will 
be done; 1 commit the iſſue wholly to him. 


15 And the men took 1 and they took 


double money in their hand, and Benjami in; and roſe. 
up, and went down to Egypt, and ſtood ! before Joſeph, . 


oF 16 at the place where he gave audience, or foi corn. And 


when Joſeph ſaw Benjamin with them, he ſaid private ly 


| to the ruler of his houſe, Bring [theſe] men home, and _ 


lay, and make ready; for [theſe] men ſhall dine with 
me at noon. Jn thoſe hot countries il Was neceſſe ry to dreſs. 


17 their meat immediately after it was killed, And the man 


did as Joſeph bade; and the man brought the men in- 


15 to Joſeph's houſe. And the men were airaid, becauſe 


„ 


k Moſt probably _ Piſtachio nuts, which were reckoned a great 


cainty, and were o che to judea and Syria. 
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they were brought into Joſeph's houſe ; and they ſaid, 


Becauſe of the money that was returned in the ſacks at 
the firſt time are we brought in; that he may ſeek oc. 
caſion againſt us, and fall upon us, and take us for 

bondmen and our aſſes. Conſcience accuſed them, and 

they thought they ſhould be taken up for cheats, and wat; 

_ flaves of; therefore they begin eagerly to make their apy." 2). 

g 1 19 —Lnd they came near to the ſteward of Joſeph's houle, 
and they communed with him at the door of the h. oule, 

f 20 And faid, O fir, we came indeed down at the firſt ne 

i = 21 to buy food: And it came to paſs, when we came t9 

9 the inn, that we opened our ſacks, and, behold, | 8 } 

man's money [was] in the mouth of his fack. 

money in full weight: and we have brought it ge 

22 our hand. And other money have we brought down 

in our hands to buy food; we cannot tell who pur our 
money in our ſacks. To this the ſteward made a wie cid 
23 religious anſwer , And he ſaid, Peace [bej to you, fcar 
not: your God and the God of your father, hath "17en 

you treaſure in your ſacks ; this ſhows that Fo; Phi hat in- 
ftrufted him in the knowledge of Cod: I had your Mon. 1, wid 

no harm ſhall come to you on that account. And a5 fare. 
ther proof of his kind deſign, he, by 7oſeptes order, brought 

224 Simeon out unto them. And the man brought the 

malen into Joſeph's houſe, and pave [them] water, and 
they waſhed their 75 and he gave their aſle: les pro: 
Pence. 
25 And they made ready the preſent againſt Joſeph 
came at noon: for they heard that they ſhould eat bread 
26 there. And when Joſeph came home, they brought 
him the preſent which [was] in their hand into che 
houſe, and bowed themſelves to him to the earth. 
27 And he aſked them of [their] welfare, and faid, 
WE [Is] your father well, the old man of whom ye ſpake? 
28 [Is] he yet alive? And they anſwered, Thy ſervant - 
our father [is] in good health, he [is] yet alive. And 
they bowed down their heads, and made obeiſance. 
29 Thus Foſephi's dream wwas repeatedly accompliſhed. And he 
lifted up his eyes, and ſaw his brother Benjamin, his 
mother's ſon, he her ved him 3 more ' narrowly then at 25 
3 | - 7 an 
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and ſaid, [Is] this your younger brother, of whom ye 
ſpake unto me? And he ſaid, God be gracious unta 
thee, my fon. A kind and tender appellation, by which an 

30 elder or ſuperior addreſſed a younger or inferior. And 
_ Joſeph made haſte; for his bowels did yern upon his 
brother: and he ſought [where] to weep; and he 
entered into [his] chamber, and wept there. 

zi And he waſhed his face, and went out, and refrained 

32 himſelf, and faid, Set on bread. And they ſet on 7 

fable for him by himſelf, as viceroy, and for them by 
| themſelves, and for the Egyptians, which did eat with 
him, by themſelves : becauſe the Egyptians might not 
ent bread with the Hebrews; for that [is] an abomination. 
_ unto the Egyptians, becauſe the Hebrews did eat ſheep and 
goats, which the Egyptians worſhipped, ( Exodus viii 20.) 

33 And they fat before him, the firſt born according to his 

birthright, and the youngeſt according to his youth: 

4 and the men marvelled one at another, hat he, who had 

before uſed them ſo roughty, ſnould now treat them ſo kindly, 
aud place them according to their ſcveral ages. This was an 
extraordinary circunſtance, and might well "illuſtrate what he 
afterwards ſaid! to them about his divinin g, if that were the 


34 ſenſe of thoſe words, And he took | and fent] meſſes 


_ unto them from before him, di/hes from his own table ; 
but Benjamin” s meſs was five times ſo much as any of 
their's.“ Joſeph intended hereby to ſhaw Benjamin peculiar 
affeftion, and ſee whether his brethren would envy him on 
the occaſion. And they drank, and were merry with 
him. 99 kind and generous à reception, made them for a 
: while ul their har dips. and ſorrows. 


RE FL ECTIO NS. 


TE hence ſee the extreme force of beeilt, and 
: / what reaſon we have to be thankful tor the com- 
fortable 3 of life. Jacob's was a rich and wealthy 


family, but {ore famine made him travel far for proviſions. 


The C 


1A fowl Ys was W Adisguitee by one of the largeſt 


and beſt. Thus Ho MER mentions ſetting a chine vetore 2 Ranger, | 


in token of reſpect. 


4 
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The good man put off the evil day, and protracted d. 
time of ſending Benjamin as long as poſſible; but the fa. 
mine being heavy, he was forced at laſt to com ply1 Sein for 
fin, yea all that a man hath, will he give for his life. Let t us 
bleſs God that this is not our caſe; we are fed with the fin 
of. the «wheat , God ſpreads our table, and fills our cup; he ive, * 
us all things richh to enjoy; and has not broke our fraff of b; 5955 
Let us the n ſerve him c heerfully! in the uſe of all the good 
things which he giveth us. 
2. We ſee in the conduct of Jacob an 1 example of the 
ſtricteſt honeſty, He ſends his ſons with the money again, 
L. 12. he does not boaſt of the bargain ; is not glad of the 
miſtake in his favour ; but willing to make reſtitution ; he 
would not take advantage of the hurry of ſelling the corn, 
to eſcape without paying : a miſtake is no payment. Li et 
us learn from his example to reſtore what comes to us by ti 
miſtakes of our brethren, and in every inſtance deal, not 
only honeſtly, but honourably, for God ſees it. To take 
55 advantage of the ignorance of our brethren, or to keep W 
does not by right belong to us, tho? we did not come by Yi 
fraudulently, are each contrary to ſtrict honeſty, and to the 
rule of doing to others as we would have them do to us, 

3. We learn to depend on God for the ſucceſs of the beil 
concerted meaſures, Jacob ſays, Toke double money, au 
preſent, and your brother; and then adds, God Almighty gi 
you mercy before the man. He knew that God has accels to 
the hearts of men, and can eaſily turn them, as he did 
Eſau's; he therefore looked up to him, and followed his 
ſons with many an earneſt prayer. Prudence and piety 
ſhould thus always go together; in all thy Ways acknowledge 
1 Sod, and he will direct thy paths. When we want favour 

ind mercy. from men, let our eyes be up toward the Lord, 
1 for he can influence them which way he pleaſeth. 
5 4. Let us reſign ourſelves and our deareſt comforts to 
5 God's diſpoſal. Iſracl's, in v. 14. was not the language of 
: paſſion or deſpair, but of ſober reaſon, and humble "{ub- 
miſſion to God; like Efther, IF I periſh, I periſh, I muſt 
ſubmit to the providence of God; not diſpute his ſuperior 
will, but compoſe myſelf under it. Thus, whatever afflic- 
tions come, let us be rehgned. to them, and bear then: 
1 
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patiently. When God takes away our comforts, let our 
language be, II 75 the * let vin do What ſeemeth good in 
his .. "ek 
5. See how ſuſpicious guilt makes men: no ſooner were 
Joſeph's brethren brought to his houſe, than ther . ſuſpected 
ſome ill deſign, and that he was ſeeking an occaſion of miſ- 
chief againft them, or 70 roll Hiniſe if upon them, as the origi- 
| nal is; to employ his power and authority to cruſh them. 
What an unealy thing 1s it to have fear when no man pur 
ſueth! The wicked fear where no fear is; every thing appears 
| gloomy and dark; but 2% ie uprigſit there ariſeth light in 
| darkneſs. The beſt preſervative trom groundleſs fear and 
| unreaſonable ſuſpition, is to keep a good conſcience. 

6. We ſee what a great advantage it is to ſerve in a re- 
ligious family. Joſeph's ſteward, by acquaintance with his 
maſter, was brought to an acquaintance with the true God, 
the God of the Hebrews. Maſters ſhould teach then ſer⸗ 
vants the knowledge of God, and lead them to fear and re- 
verence him. Servants ſhoull chooſe ſuch families where 


they may ha ave opportunities of Knowing God; and thoſe 


who are favoured with ſuch opportunities, ſhould carefully 
improve them; mention the name of God with the highs 2 
reverence; and never be aſhamed to own their acquaintan ce 

with him, and their obligations to him. 


7. How neceſſary is it that the greateſt of men ſhould 
: learn and practiſe the gover nment of their paſſions, 1f they 
defire to appear either with honour or comfort. Joſeph 
prudently withdrew when his affections began to warm, and 
refrained bimſelf The heart that is a ſlave to paſſion, and 


has never yet obtained the government of itſelf, is in a 


wretched condition. Let us learn to keep our hearts with all 


_ diligence, that we may be ca mm and ſedate, and not hurried 
away by torrents of paſſio on; for he that hath no rule over his 


own ſpirit is like a city that 4 7s 01 rok en dom, and without walls. 
Prov. XXV. 28. : - : 


CHAP. 
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Jas ae were merry with him, and little expeched to i 
in thoſe cir cumſtances in which this chapter finds them bu i i; 
was his policy, in order to detain and try them. 


ND he commanded the ſteward of his houſe, ſay. 
ing, Fill the men's ſacks [with] food, as much as 
they can carry, and put every man's money in his ſack's 
2 month. And put my cup, he large, valuable cup which ] 
 grink out of, even the ſilver cup that is emboſſed, or wrought, 
as the original fznifies, in the ſack's mouth of the young. 
eſt, and his corn money. And he did according to the 
wofd that Joſeph had ſpoken. Herely Joſepli meant to ti 25 
| Huis brethreis affection to Benj Jammin, and to ther father, aud 
1 3 whether they would ajjiſt him in his extremity, As ſooh as 
AY the morning was light, the men were ſent away, they 
| 4 and their aſſes. [And] when they were gone out of 
the city, ſand] not [yet] far off, Joſeph ſaid unto his 
ſteward, Up, follow after the men; and when thou doſt 
overtake them, ſay unto them, Wherefore have ve re- 
wWoarded evil for good? He charges them with ingratitude 
ß and then with theft : [Is] not this cup which ye have 
faken, [it] in which my lord drinketh, and whereby 
indeed he divineth ? or, as in the margin of our bibles, © 
moketh trial; he left this cup in your way to ry your honeſty, 
ye have done evil i in ſo doing; it was wicked to ſteal it, 
ond fooliſh to attempt it, becauſe my maſter would 2 miſs 
itt, and eaſily conjetiure where it was gone. 
6 And he overtook them, and he ſpake unto them 
7 7 theſe ſame words. And they faid unto him, Where- 
fore faith my lord theſe words? God forbid that thy 
3s: ſervants ſhould do according to this thing : thus vindi- 
© cating themſelves with eagerneſs, and then urging the former 
| N proof of their honeſty ; Behold, the money, which we found 
in our ſacks' mouths, we brought again unto thee out 
of the land of Canaan: how then ſhould we ſteal out of 
9 thy lord's houſe filver or gold? With whomſoever of 
thy ſervants it be found, both let him die, and we 
allo will be my lord's bondmen, This as honeſtly, but 
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not prudently ſaid. And he ſaid, Now alſo [let] it [be] 


according unto your words : he with whom 1t 1s found 
ſhall be my ſervant ; and ye ſhall be blameleſs, free from 


11 puniſhment, and at liberty to return home unmoleſted. Then 


| they ſpeedily took down every man his {ack to the 
1 12 


round, and opened every man his ſack. And he 


 tearched, [and] began at the eldeſt, and left at the 


youngeſt : and the cup was found in Benjamin” s ſack, 


Then they rent their clothes, aud laded every man his 
als, and returned to the city; thinking that Joſeph, being 
a man of generoſity and humanity, would forgive Benjamin, 


when he ſaw another brother willing to become his ſlave. 


14 


15 


And Judah and his brethren came to Joſeph's houſe; 


for he [was] yet there: and they fell before him on the 
ground. And Joſeph faid unto them, What deed [is] 


this that ye have done? wot ye not that ſuch a man as 1 
can certainly divine, or make trial? that I, wha foretold this 


16 famine, could not eaſily find out ſuch a cheat? And Judah, 
beginning abruptly, ſaid, What ſhall we ſay unto my lord? 
What ſhall we ſpeak ? or how ſhall we clear ourſelves? | 


And, after a pauſe, added, God hath found out the ini- 


quity of thy ſervants, of one of us, tho* the reſt be free : 


| behold, we [are] my lord's ſervants, both we, and Ihe] 


alſo with whom the cup 1s found; we are all in thy hands, 


to do with us as ſeemeth good in thy ſiglit. And he ſaid, 
God forbid that I ſhould do fo: [but] the man in whoſe 


hand the cup is found,. he ſhall be my ſervant; and as 
for you, get ye up in peace unto your father, without 
any prejudice to your perſous or goods, He might ſay this, 


to try Benjamin's temper, and how he would bear ſuch an 


_ offlittion, as well as his brethren 5 e to hin and 70 


1 


| 19 


tus. father, 
Then Judah, being particularly concerned Nea Je by 
1 tabon for Benjamin, came near unto him, and laid, 


Oh my lord, let thy ſervant, I pray thee, ſpeak a word 
in my lord's ears, and let not thine anger burn againſt 


thy ſervant: for thou [art] even as Pharaoh, in his room 
and ſtead, auh diſpleaſure therefore is equally to be feared, 
My lord aſked his ſervants, ſaying, Have ye a father, 


20 or a brother? And v We 4aid unto my lord, We have a 


father, | 
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father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a lit! 
— one, the youngeſt; and his brother is dead, torn to pics 
and he alone is left of his mother Rachel, and his fathet 
loveth him. Joſepſi would Herceive by this account whit 
21 a lie they had told their father concerning him. And thou 
ſaidſt unto thy ſervants, Bring him down unto me, 
0 that J may ſet mine eyes upon him, or, ſhow him fa. 
jt 22 vour, And we ſaid unto my lord, The lad cannot leave 
[iS his father: for [if] he ſhould. leave his- father, This 
at 23 father] would die. And thou faidſt unto thy ſervants, 
* Except your youngeſt brother come down with 5 ye. 
24 ſhall ſee my face no more. And it came to paſs when 
we came up unto thy ſervant my father, we told him 
ſ 25 the words of my lord. And our father ſaid, Go again, 
2% 206 [and] buy us a little food. And we ſaid, We cannot 
33 go down: if our youngeſt brother be with 13, then will 
T% we go down: for we may not ſee the. man's face, ex- 
27 cept our youngeſt brother [be] with us. And thy ſer- 
vant my father ſaid unto us, Ye Know that Rachel my 
28 wife bare me two [ſons.] And the one went out from 
me, and I ſaid, Surely he is torn in pieces; and I ſay 
209 him not fince: And if ye take this alſo from me, and 
8: maiſchief befall him, ye ſhall bring down my gray halts 
30 with ſorrow to the grave. Now therefore when! come to 
EE thy ſervant my father, and the lad Tbe] not with us; 
(ſeeing that his life is bound up in the lad's life, that his 
31 /ife and his all depends upon the welfare of the lad: It ſhall 
come to paſs, when he ſeeth that the lad [is] not [wich 
us,] that he will die: and thy ſervants Fkall bring down 
the gray hairs of thy ſervant our father with forrow to. 
32 the grave. For thy ſervant became ſurety for the lad 
_ unto my father, aying, If 1 bring him not unto' thee, 
33 then I ſhall bear the blame to my father for ever. Now 
therefore, I pray thee, let thy ſervant abide inſtead of 
the lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up 
34 with his brethren. For how ſhall I go up to 2 father, 
and the lad [be] not with me? left peradventure | 
| ſee the evil that ſhall come on my father. Thus Jude 5 
ur ges the . it would be to the old man, ofers to be 


—_ 8 eee 


$5 
Poſeph's flave, inflead of Benjamin, as he could do him 
more ſervice, and pleads the inſupportable eijireſs that his 
aged father would ſuffer, if Benjamin did not return with 


lis brethren." 
REFLECTIONS: 


00 ſometimes brings his people into the greateſt 
Jdiſtreſs, when deliverance is neareſt. So here: 


they had given up all, thought there was no hope ;—but 


the time of favour was come. vn the mount of difficulty 


| God is ſeen. See how good it is to hope, and quietly watt 
for the ſalvation of God. JC 
2. It is good to acknowledge our iniquity, when the 


afllicting hand of God is upon us; as Joſeph's brethren 
did, v. 16. Afflictions are deſigned to bring our ſin to 


remembrance, and engage us to conſider it, and be humble 
for it; the fruit of diflickion ig to take away fin. Let us ac- 


knowledge our guilt in ſuch circumſtances; and pray, like 


Jod, Show me wherefore thou contendeſt with ne; wherein 1 
S ave done iniquity, I will do ſo no more. „ 


3. See here an example of filial tenderneſs. Judah 
| choſe rather to be a ſlave all his days, than go home, and 
ſee the evil that would come upon his aged father. Child- 


ren ſhould learn to love their parents, to be tender of their 


comforts, and do nothing to grieve them. Thoſe are very 
| wicked children who are a grief to their father, and heavi- 
| neſs to their mother: they can never ſufficiently repay their 

| tenderneſs” and care toward them, and therefore ſhokld 


labour to make their cares eaſy, and their burdens light; 


not acknowledge the crime, for that would have reflected on Ben- 


jamin; nor does he deny it, which would have reflected on Joſeph's 
| Juſtice; but he labours to move his pity, and that in language 


that no art or impoſtor could have imitated, but ſeems plainly 
ſuggeſted by that ſpirit which giveth ſpeech and wiidom to men. 


© and 
nn This addreſs mult undoubtedly have affected a ſtranger, more 
| eſpecially Joſeph, and produced that effect of which the next 
| Chapter gives an account. It is impoſſible to read it without per- 
ceiving it full of the moſt natural eloquence, and extremely well 
adapted to excite Joſeph's compaſſion. It is remarkable he does 
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and eſpecially ſhould give them the high arifa8tion of 
ſeeing them walking in truth. 

4. We ſhould not deſpair of reformation even in thoſ: 
whoſe characters are the worſt. Judah had been a ſcanda] 
to Jacob's family; but here he ſeems greatly reformed, 
full of humility, tenderneſs, and compaſſion, and a regard 
as. to his promiſe. Yourg men oftentimes grow wiſer as they 
at: grow older; and God makes uſe of afflictions to humble 
F and reform them. Let us not give up all hopes even 
[i of the worſt, but labour to make them better ; and God - 
[> may, in his good time, add his blelling to our conſtant 

endeav ours. , 

5. We ſee how happy it is to maintain a circumſpett 

1 regard to truth. This gave them ſo much confidence in 

3 au what _w_ ſaid to the ſteward, and in their plea before 

ll. | Joſeph. If our hearts condemn us not, then have we con- 

5 fidence both toward God and man. Integrity and uprightneſs, 

if maintained, will Preſerve us; let us therefore labour to 
ſecure theſe for our rejoicing; and in ſimplicity and 1 0 

bo A incerity to have cur anne enen in 1 world, > 


7 * 
[ | 
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Solomon obſerves, Prov. xxv. 25. * As cald waters 10 4 this 55 

ſoul, ſo is good news from a far country.“ This obſervation is 

rated by the tidings that Jacob and his ſons received of 

= 0 Foſeph. The laſt chapter cloſed with Judali s ſpeech z in tis 
re have the effedt Mit; it touched Foſephs heart, and put an 
1 1 - : end to all the ſufferings of his brethren. | 


HEN Joſep h could not refrain himſelf before al 
them that ood by him; and he cried, Cauſe every 4 
man to go out from me. And there ſtood no man with 
him, while Joſeph made himſelf known unto his bre- 
tren: tat ſo he might conceal his brethren's fault, and not 
render himſelf contemptible to the Egyptians by his exceſſive 
tears, and familiar and affe&ionate converſe with his bre- 
2 thren. And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the 
ö houſe of Pharaoh heard; ſome who were near 3 ; 
"4 | | | | in 
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3 him and carried the intelligence to Pharaoh's court. And 


e unable to contain himſelf any longer, ſaid unto his 


rethren, I [am] Joſeph. This maſt frrike them with 


aſtoniſhment. © Wonder, doubt, reverence, joy, fear, hape, 


and guilt, (ſays Bp. Hall) all muſt ſtriłe them at once.“ o- 
ſepli adds, Noth my father yet live? can I believe the ac- 
count you have given me? and his brethren could not an- 


| ſer him; they flood before him with paleneſs and ſilence, 


1 on him and each other ;, for they were troubled, or 
terrified, at his preſence, thro a ſenſe of guilt, fear of 


4 puniſhment, and the ſtrangeneſs of the event. And Joſeph, 
to raiſe their courage, (aid unto his brethren, Come near 


to me, I pray you, with cheerfulneſs and confidence. And 


they came near, And he faid, I [am] Joſeph your bro- 


ther, whom ye ſold into Egypt. J mention this, not to 
upbraid you, but to aſſure you that I am he, and that I 


full own the relation, notwithſtanding my dignity and your 
wickedneſs. He then takes the xindeſt method to remove 


their fears, by leading them to obſerve the wiſdom and good- 


5 neſs of providence in this event. Now therefore be not 


grieved, nor angry with yourſelves, that ye fold me 


| hither: for God did fend me before you to preſerve 

life; both your lives and the lives of all the people in this 
6 and the neighbouring countries. For theſe two years hath! 

_ famine [been] in the land: and yet [there are]! 


five years, in the which I there ſhall] neither [be] earing 


7 nor harveſt, ploughing nor tillage. And God ſent me be- 


fore you to preſerve you a poſterity in the earth, and 


to ſave your lives by a great deliverance, brought about 
8 by a wonderful and extraordinary work of providence, So 
nowꝛ lit was] not ſo much you [that] ſent me hither, but 
God, who turned it to good: and he hath made me a 
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his houſe, and 
ruler throughout all the land of Egypt; his principal 
counſellor of ftate, to' guide his affairs with a fatherly care, 


and to have the authority, reſpect and power of a father 


| 9 with him, Haſte ye and go up to my father, and fay 

_ unto him, Thus faith thy ſon Joſeph, God hath mace 

me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not: 
10 And thou ſhalt dwell i in the land of Goſhen, and thou 
VU . — halt 
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ſhalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and 
11 all that thou haft: And there will J nouriſh thee : for 
poet [there are five years of famine; leſt thou, and 
thy houſehold, and all that thou haſt, come to poverty 
12 And, behold, your eyes ſee, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that [it is] my mouth that ſpeaketh unto 
1 3 you, in your own languoge, and not by an interpreter, And 
| pye ſhall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and 
me. of all that ye have ſeen and ye ſhall haſte and bring 
| dd my father hither. 
It 14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin? s neck, and 
15 wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover 
he kiſſed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and 
after that his brethren talked with him freely and fa- 
milarly ; being encouraged by his kindneſs, they acknowledged 
their guilt, and told him what had ns ſince le was 
abſent from the family. 
16 And the fame thereof was heard in Phat aoh's houſe, | 
1 ſaying, Joſeph's brethren are come: and (it pleaſed 
1 Pharaoh well, and his ſervants. He was a generous 
1 prince, and glad of an opportunity to expreſs his affeftion 
= 0M fo wije and pious a miniſter, by ſhowing reſpect to his 
family, And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, Say unto thy 
17 (nl This do ye; lade your beaſts, and go, get 
18 you unto the land of Canaan; And take your father 
and your houſeholds, and come unto me: and I will 
give you the good of the land of Egypt, and ye ſhall 
19 cat the fat of the land, hie choiceſt produce of it. Now 
5 thou art commanded, this do ye; take you waggons 
3) HR. out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for 
| > 20 your wives, and bring your father, and come. Alſo 
. "= not your ſtuff at home z for the good of all the 
IT of Egypt [is] yours. 
And the children of Iſrael did fo: and Jolph gave 
1 7 them waggens, - according to the commandment "= 


Pharaoh, = 


a Goſhen: lay near. to Candin,: on the north-eaſt part of Egypt. 
It was a rich land, good for feeding cattle, a proper diſtance from 
i the court, where they would not be ſo likely to be corrupted, 
and might more eaſily r return when the famine was ended. 


1 


— 
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22 Pharaoh, and gave them proviſion for the way. To all 


of them he gave each man changes of raiment, wo or 


three upper garments, new and handſome, that they might + 


make a good appearance ; but to,Benjamin he gave three 
hundred [pieces] of filver, about thirty ſeven pounds of our 
2 3 money, and five changes of raiment. And to his father 


he ſent after this [manner ;] money, and change of raiment, 
and proviſions for his journey, namely, ten aſſes laden with : 
the good things of Egypt, and ten ſhe-aſſes laden with 
24 corn and bread and meat for his father by the way. So 
he ſent his brethren away, and they departed : and he ” 

 faid unto them, See that ye fall not out by the way, 
about your dealing with me; as 74 forgive you, fo ao Jets: 


one another. - 
25 And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the 


26 land of Canaan unto Jacob their father, And told him, 


ſaying, Joſeph [is] yet alive, and he [is] governor over 


all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart fainted, for- 

| he believed them not; he was quite overcome between 5 
27 hope, - and doubt, and fear, and exceſſive joy. And they 

told him all the words of Joſeph, which he had ſaid unto pe 

them: and when he ſaw the waggons which Joſeph had 

| ſent to carry him, the ſpirit of Jacob their father re- 

vived. To ſee Simeon and Benjamin return, with a ſtoc of * 

proviſions, made it a day of great joy to the good old man; 

eſpecially when he heard that Joſeph, whom he thought had 

been dead twenty years, was alive, and governor of Egypt. 
28 And Iſrael ſaid, [It is] enough; Joſeph my fon [is] 

| yetalive: I will go and ſee him before 1 die. I have 

lived long enough, and ſhall be happy enough if I live to ſee 

him but once again; 1 Hall then * willing to die whenever = 


Gil ee. 


REFLECTIONS. 


0 W amiable do generoſity and N ap- . 
pear! Had we heard of Joſeph putting any of his c 
brethren to death, or ſeverely upbraiding them with their 
conduct, it would have ſpoiled the pleaſure which the ſtory 
| of E exaltation gives us: but he kindly forgave them; and 
1 in 


„ Au . 
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in this he was a type of Chriſt, who forgave thoſe that be. 
5 trayed and murdered him. The beſt way of revenging an 
1njury, 1s to uſe the offender as well as we can, and put him 


out of countenance by our kindneſs ; this is true greatneſs 
of ſpirit. . The ſhame which this generoſity brought upon 
them, was a ſufficient puniſhment. Let. us act thus, for ſo 
the goſpel directs; If thine enemy hunger, feed him; overcome 


evil with good. Forgive men their treſpaſſes, and you may 
hope that God will forgive you your treſpaſſes. 


2, How unſearchable are the diſpenſations of providence, 


in turning evil into good, and over-ruling even the fins of 
his creatures, for the good of his people, and the benefit of 


the world, Thus he did in the caſe of Herod and Pilate, 


as well as in the inſtance before us. There is in providence 


a wheetWithin a wheel; and, however myſterious, all is 


directed by infinite wiſdom and goodneſs; all is wiſely con- 
ducted to a merciful end. Who would have thought, if 
they had ſeen Joſeph in the pit, that it was he who ſhould 
deliver Egypt and Ifrael! Who, that had ſeen Jacob's 


grief when he ſaw the bloody coat, would have thought ; 


that it ſhould be exchanged for tranſports of joy! God is 
indeed conderſul in counſel, and excellent in contrivances. Let 
us own and adore his wiſdom and grace, when we ſee them 
thus manifeſted; and learn not to be raſh in our judgment 
TT of things, but wait the iſſue. We ſhall often diſcover the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God in various inſtances now; and 
hereafter, all the myſtery ſhall be cleared up, and we ſhall 


find, that ail his Ia of are mere and . truth to them that fear 
| tim, RE | 


3. How careful ould we be to chaintain 1 peace! ; 


= Jolep h's advice was proper for his brethren, and for all of 


NS? ger that ye fall not out by the way. The arguments that 
_ ſhould have 1 ned them, are applicable to us; we are 


' brethren by nature, friendſhip, and religion — belong to 
the ſame family of God's Ifrael— we are going to our fa- 
ther's houſe — in our way we are expoſed to many enemies 


and dangers — if we go in peace, we ſhall find the way ſe- 


cure and pleaſant — if not, we ſhall bring a reproach on 


our profeſſion, and become the ſcorn of our enemies. Be- 


Woe 1 we are all guilty, therefore all to blame, and have no 


reaſon 


CENESTS e 


| reaſon to accuſe one another. O how pleaſant 27 Jing 71 


yr brethren to divell together in unity! Let us cultivate peace, 
and recommend it to others. Let us avoid the beginning 
of contention, and labour to make up differences as ſoon 
as poſſible ; as the brethren of Chrift, againſt whom we 


have rebelled, and by and thro' whom we hope to be for- 


iven. Let us love one another, os he hath loved 5 —and 


L hold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace. 


4. How willing ſhould the true chriſtian be to go to his 


heavenly father's houle !_ Jacob Was glad to hear chat Jo- 
ſeph was alive, and governor of Egypt, and ſaid, [tis enough, 


will ſurely go and ſee him before I die. He knew he ſhould 
have a moſt kind reception, and all good things there. Thus 


let us long to be above, in that better country, where our 


deareſt friends dwell— where every good thing is to be had. 


We have many attractives to draw us there —; ceard not the 


fuff that muſt be left behind — the good of the land is 
before us. While here, let us not ſeek great thinss for our- _ 
ſelves, and uſe what we have, as not abuſing it. The good 
of all the heavenly country is ours; let us therefore ſit looſe 


to earthly things, and be willing to leave them. Did Jacob 


rejoice to go out of the land of promiſe, to a foreign 


ſtrange land, for Joſeph's ſake ? How glad then ſhould we 


be, to leave this ſtrange land, to go to the heavenly Canaan, 
to a glorious inheritance in that better and lightſome Go 
ſhen, which is full of all durable riches, and divine delights ! 
To dwell with all our beſt friends, and Jeſus, our beſt be- 


loved, and be for ever with each other and the Lord! The 
holy ſoul may, with humble reſignation, ſay, Why are the 
chariots, that are ſent to fetch me, ſo OR in coming? why. | 
| tarry the wheels of his chariots ? | . 
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The apoſtle ſays, concerning the patriarchs, that they were - pil. | 
_ grims and ftrangers; they were driven from place to place, and 
| had no continuing city. This was remariably the caſe with 
Jacob. We have here an account of his journey 10 LO, and 
008 mnterview with his beloved ſoi foſeph. 


ND Ifrael took his journey with all that he had, 5 
; and came to Beer-ſheba, thirty-two miles fron 
Hebron, and, as it had been a place of devotion for Abraham © 
and Iſaac, there he alſo offered facrifices unto the God of 
his father Iſaac; he was thankful for God's kindneſs to 
Iſaac, and to himſelf, and ſought his protection and bleſſing 
2 on his journey to ſee Foſeph, And God ſpake unto Teas 
in the viſions of the night, in à dream, and faid, Jacob, 
Jacob; repealing the name as a token of affection, and a 
3 note of attention. And he ſaid, Here ſam] I. And he 
_. faid, I [am] God, the God of thy father: fear not to 
go down into Egypt; for 1 will there make of thee a = 
great nation: / thou haſt now but ſeventy ſouls belonging 
10 thee, thy ſeed ſhall ſoon become as the ſtars of heaven for 
4 mullitude: 1 will go down with thee into Egypt; and 
Il will alfo ſurely bring thee up [again ;] that is, thy 


Bones, or weather, in thy poſterity, and Joſeph ſhall put 
his hand upon thine eyes; he ſhall outlive thee, and 


66 thine Hes, as the laſt office US Me and friend: , 
Z/ 1 
. Jacob os up "BAY 3 pr went cheer- | 
* fly on his journey: and the ſons of Iſrael carried Jacob 
their father, and their little ones, and their wives, in 
the waggons which Pharaoh had ſent to carry him. 
6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, which they 
had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 
2 8 —.— all his — with him: — theſe things 


With -_ 


25 * Jacob had many 1 he was an old man, it was a long 
| Journey ; Iſaac was forbidden to go there in the time of famine; 
it was a kind of forſaking the holy land, and he was fearful of 


_ wndolatry, and what the e migh: prove-- to his Children 
and i. | 
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with them, that they might not be chargeable, and that none 
7 might reproach them with coming empty: His ſons, and his 
ſons? ſons with him, his daughters, and his ſons. 
2 daughters, and all his ſeed ee he with him into 
. . theſe 8 the names of the children os Iſrael, 
which came into Egypt, moſt of whom we afterward: read 
of,, as heads of large families or tribes; Jacob and his ſons: 
9 Reuben, Jacob's firſt born. And the ſons of Reuben; 
10 Hanoch, and Phallu, and Hezron, and Carmi. And 


the ſons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, and Ohad, of 


dom we never read any more, and Jachin, and Zohar, 5 
11 and Shaul the fon of a Canaanitiſh woman. And the 
ſons of Levi; Gerſhon, Kohath, He erandfather of 
12 Moſes and Aaron, and Merari. And the ſons of Judah; 
Er and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zarah: but 
Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. And the ſons 
of Pharez were Hezron and Hamul. Pharez was very 
young, not above fifteen, when he went into Egypt ; perhaps 
0 13 theſe ſons were born afterwards. And the ſons of Iſſachar; 


Tola, who was ſo fruitful, that in the days of David 


( Chron vii. .) twenty-two thouſand fix hundred valiant 
men were deſcended from him, and Phuvah, and Job, and 
14 Shimron. And the ſons of Zebulun ; Sered, and Elon, 
15 and Jahleel. Theſe [be] the ſons of Leah, which ſhe 
bare unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his daughter 
Dinah: all the ſouls of his. fons and his daughters 


25 "Is excluding 25 . 9255 21 were e, as ; Leak herſelf 7 
16 alſo was. And the ſons of Gad; Ziphion, and Haggi, 
E 17 Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Areli And the 1 
ſeons of Aſher; Jimnah, and Iſhuah, and Iſui, and Be-. 
krlah, and Serah their ſiſter: and the ſons of Berizh; 
18 Heber, and Malchiel. Theſe are] the ſons of Zilp: 5 
whom Laban gave to Leah hi daughter, and theſe ihe 
19. bare unto Jacob, [even] ſixteen ſouls. The ſons of 
85 Rachel Jacob's wife; Joſeph and Benjamin. And unto 
JIooſeph in the land of Egypt were born Manaſſen and 
Ephraim, which Aſenath the daughter of Pot: pherah 
. | prieſt, or , of On bare unto him, And the ſons of 


CET 
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Bein [were] Belah, and Becher, and Aſhbel, Gera, 
and Naaman, Ehi, and Roſh, Muppim, and Huppim, 


5 22 and Ard. Theſe [are] the ſons of Rachel, which were 


23 born to Jacob; all the ſouls [were] fourteen. 'And the 


24 ſons of Dan; Huſhim. And the ſons of Naphtali; 


- 25 Jahzeel, and Guni, and Jezer, and Shillem, Theſe 
[are] the ſons of Bilhah, which Laban gave unto Ra. 
chel his daughter, and ſhe bare theſe unto Jacob: all 


5 5 26 the ſouls [were] ſeven. All the fouls that came with 
Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, beſides 
Jacob's ſons? wives, all the ſouls [were] threeſcore and 


ſix; they were ſo many, excluding Facob their common parent, 


and Foſeph and his two ſons, who were there before; which 
27 four being included, make up the number of ſeventy. And 
the ſons of Joſeph, which were born him in Egypt, 


[were] two ſouls : all the ſouls of the houſe of Jacob, 
which came into Egypt, [were] threeſcore and ten. 


28 And he ſent Judah before him unto Joſeph, to direct 
5 his face unto Goſhen, 1% meet him in a convenient place 
29 there; and they came into the land of Goſhen. And 
Joſeph ſhowed great reſpet? to his father, and honoured him 
before all the people, and made ready his chariot, and 
Vent up to meet Iſrael his father, to Goſhen, and pre. 
8 ſented himſelf unto him, as ſubects do before a prince; 


and he fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good 


while; ½is filled the good old man with joy and triumph. 
30 And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, Now let me die, fince I 


bhaave ſeen thy face, E thou [art] yet alive. Since 


Joſepli is alive and happy, all ny wiſhes ſeem accompliſhed 

at once, and I am willing to die when God pleaſes, Neuer- 
theleſs God ſpared him ſeventeen years after this —Foſeſh | 
then proceeds 10 direct lis TO and brethren how to behave | 


- owe Pharaoh. 


31 And Joſeph aid unto his s brethren, and unto his fa- 
e | x ther $- 
* Sans. in 48. vii. 1 they v were . PO FIT ks 
difference may be thus accounted for ; Moſes only mentions Ja- 


wives, without 
which they were not ſo many; that is, eleven borehiren and a 


cob's immediate deſcendants, and not his ſons' 


flſter, fifty-two grand: children, and the eleven wi ves of the bre- 
| thren, made ſeyenty- ave, 3 | | 


33 
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cher 8 | houſe, I will go up, and ſhow. Pharzoh, and ſay N 
unto him, My brethren, and my father's houſe, Which 
32 [were Fin the land of Canaan, are come unto me; And 
the men [are] ſhepherds, for their trade hath been to 
feed cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and 
33 their herds, and all that they have. And it ſhall come 
to paſs, when Pharaoh ſhall call you, and ſhall ſay, 
3 What [is] your occupation? That ye ſhall ſay, Thy 
ſervants? trade hath been about cattle from our youth _ 

even until now, both we, [and] alſo our fathers : that ye 


may dwell in the land of Goſhen, a place fit for your oc- 


cupation, and at a diſtance from Pharaoh and his court; for 
ecvery ſhepherd [1s] an abomination unto the Egyptians, N 
eſpecially the Iſraclitiſb ſhepherds becauſe they lived by ſelling 
thoſe cattle for flaughter 2h1th the Egyptians held ſacred; 


. particularly the ox and the cow, which the 9 Wor- 
Ts 1 as emblems of Of ris and Vs. . 


REFLECTIONS. 


hinder no man.? 


2. Let the thought: which ide Jacob, when going 85 


down to Egypt, comfort us when going down to the grave. 


v. 4. We may go with fear and trembling, but we have _ 

| God's promiſe to reſt | upon, that he will not ſuffer his fer- 
vants to periſh in the grave; but will ſurely bring us up 

_ egain, Let us rejoice in this. thought, and be willing to 

8⁰ where God would have Us, ſince he wil 8⁰ with r . 

| . ſays 

TS” 'The great Ali 8 governor of Egypt, who died but a very 
ſew years ago, was in ſome reſpects a ſecond Joſeph, See 


SAVARY'S Letters on Egypt: Vol. of Let. 41. 


| ( 


= | "is us acknowledge God in all our Journeys and 
removes. The patriarchs walked with God; fo 
Jacob "IF in this important affair. The heathen never ſet 
out on a journey, without offering facrifices to their deities, = 
It is good in all our ways to acknowledge God, to beg his 
protection and bleſſing; it is that which maketh men 
rich and proſperous. A horſe, or any carriage, is but 

a vain thing to truſt to for ſafety. Let us have our eyes 
ever toward the Lord; he can make our journeys ſafe and 
ſucceſsful, It i is an old ſaying, that $ prayer: and provender 


* - as GENESIS, XL. VI. 
ſays David, thot I walk thro* the valley of the ſhady; 0 
45 th, 1 will fear. uo evil, for hy rod and * Half ſhall Comfar 
me. 

3. "How eniforiablc will be the interview of good men 
in heaven! It was agreeable to Jacob to ſee Joſeph again; 
what congratulations and joy were there on this occaſion | 
But how much more excellent will the meeting of parent; 
and children, and friends be, in that better world! There 
will be no weeping, even for joy —all will be tranquillity 
and peace — harmony and eternal friendſhip. What an 
happy meeting will that be! An heathen philoſopher 
could fay, © Let us make haſte to our heavenly country 
| © there are our fathers, and there are all our friends, 


Should not the chriſtian then ſay ſo; bleſs God for the 


proſpect of meeting them there, and cultivate ſincere affe. 
8 
tion and friendſhip one toward another, mat: we may reli 


5 the 5 2 country? 1 
It is a great inſtance of friendfhip, to Yew thoſe that 

we < love out of the way of temptation. Joſeph was deſirous 

| that his brethren ſhould abide in their calling, and remain 

in Goſhen; he did not wiſh to prefer them at court, to 

put them in places of truſt and power, and raiſe hem above 

the ſtation in which they were brought up, and for which 


Z they were beſt qualified; but to keep them to the innocent 


life of ſhepherds, that they might not be corrupted by the 


vices and 1dolatry of the Egyptian court; that they might 


not forget Canaan, but be defirous of returning to it, and 

| keep together while they were abſent from it. Parents will 
dq right and well to chooſe ſuch hairs in life for 
their children, where they will be moſt free from tempta- 
tion, and thoſe occupations in which they will be in leaſt | 
danger of being corrupted : if thoſe are not ſo profitable, 
yet they are much to be preferred by all, except thoſe who 
think this world better than the other.” Let us learn to 
watch over one another, as Joſeph did over his brethren 
and labour to keep all around us, eſpecially our relations, 7 
from thoſe ſtations and circumſtances which would be in- 
jurious to their virtue, and make them forget their heaven- 


ly country. Let us thus watch over others as well as our- 
Alves, 8 and pray alſo that we enter not into temptation. 


tHe; 


is 
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71 is promiſed to good men, in Pſaln xxxvil. 19, © T hat in the 
days of famine they Gall le [atisfied ;* this was the caſe here. 
Joſepſi preſents his father and brethren to Pharaoh; they are 
provided for, while the famine greatly prevails, We have 1 
an account of Foſeptt's prudent management at this time; and 1 CE: 
tis aides to his father concerning his funeral. 0 


HEN Joſeph came and told Pharaoh, and ſaid, 
My father and my brethren, and their flocks, þ 
ns thety herds, and all that they have, are come out 
of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they [are] in the 
land of Goſhen. 7½ prime miniſter, he came to know 
2 Pharaol's pleaſure. And he took ſome of his brethren, 
85 909851 five men, and preſented them unto Pharaoh. 
Some ſay the meaneſt of them, leſt Pharaoh ſhould have em- 
3 Played them at court, or in the army, And Pharaoh ſaid _ 
unto his brethren, What [is] your occupation? And _ 
they faid unto Pharaoh, Thy ſervants [are] ſhepherds, 
both we, [and] alſo our fathers ; our anceſtors have always _ 
VE 4 been uſed to this employment. They ſaid moreover unto 
Pharaoh, For to ſojourn in the land are we come, 
during the famine; for thy ſervants have no paſture i 
for their flocks; for the famine [is] ſore in the land of 
Canaan : now therefore, we pray tace, let thy. fer vants : — 8 
duell in the land of Goſhen, _ „„ 
: _ And Pharaoh ſpake unto Joſeph, Kyi Thy 6 © 
ES ther and thy brethren are come unto thee : The land of 
Egypt [is] before thee; in the beſt of the land make 
thy father and brethren to dwell; in the land of Goſhen _ 
let them dwell: and if thou knoweſt [any] men of 
activity among them, then make them rulers over my 
cattle. This Sas the higheſt pr eferment that their buft meſs, 
| and their reſolution of continuing in it, would permit. 
7 And Joſeph brought in Jacob his father, and ſet Hm 
before Pharaoh; and Jacob bleſſed Pharaoh, ſaluted him, 
praying for his welfare, and giving him thanks for his bounty. 
8 And Pharaoh ſaid unto Jacob, How old [art] thou? 
RY! the incl, how many are 10 days of the years of thy 


Mjef® 


2 
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* life? And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, The days of th 
years of my pilgrimage, of my wandering life, [are] an 
hundred and thirty years: few and evil have the days 
of the years of my life been, full of labour and toil, tr, 
ble and vexation, more than ny fathers had, and I have 
not attained unto the days of the years of the life of 
10 my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage“ And ja. 
cob blefſed Pharaoh, and went out from before Pharaoh, 
took lus leave, commending him to God. 
11 And Joſeph placed his father and his brethren, and 
gave them a poſſeſſion 1 in the land of Egypt, in the bef 
pf the land, in the land of Rameſes, as Pharaoh had 
12 commanded, And Joſeph nouriſhed his father, and 
his brethren, and all his father's houſehold, with bread, 
according to [their] families. 
13 And [there was] no bread in all the bat; for the 
famine [was] very ſore, ſo that the land of Egypt and 
fall] the land of Canaan fainted by reaſon of the famine. 
14 And Joſeph gathered up all the money that was found 
in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for 
the corn which they bought: and Joſeph brought the 
6 8. money into Pharaoh's houſe. And when money failed 
in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all 
the Egyptians came unto Joſeph, and ſaid, Give us 
bread': for why ſhould we die in thy preſence ? ? for the 
16 money faileth. And Joſeph faid; Give your cattle 
17 and 1 will give you for your cattle, if money fail. And 
they brought their cattle unto Joſeph : and Toſeph gave 
= ea bread in exchange] for horſes, and for the flocks, 
and for the cattle of the herds, and for the aſſes; and 
be fed them with bread for all their cattle for that 
18 year, which was the fixth year of the famine. When that 
ear was ended, ey 4 came unto him the ſecond year of 
Ls ker 
* Abraham lied one bundeed ad t ove years, Iſaac one 


. hundred and eighty. Jacob had reaſon indeed to ſay, his days 
were few and evil; he had calamities in abundance, in Reuben, 
and Simeon, and Levi; in Judah and Dinah; in Er and Onan; 
Benjamin and Joſeph: what with the wickedneſs of ſome, and the 
misfortunes of others, his was a moſt afflicted family, and it is a 
wonder his heart was not broken. Surely the title of 7 he God of 
Jacob, muſt have in it, N ly, a view to a future Rate! 


, , C'S Y"'S Se 0” 
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their great extremity, and the ſeventh year of the famine, 


OL Yip 


and ſaid unto him, We will not hide [it] from my 


lord, how\'that our money is ſpent ; my lord alſo hath 
our herds of cattle ; there is not aught left in the fight 


19 of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: Where 


fore ſhall we die before thine eyes, both we and our 


land? ? (the land is ſaid to die, when it becomes deſolate fat 
want of tillage ;) buy us and our land for bread, and we 
and our lands will be ſervants unto Pharaoh: and give 


5 feed, that we may live, and not die, that the land 


20 * not deſolate.” And Joſeph bought all the land of 


18 for Pharaoh; for the Egyptians ſold every man 
his field, becauſe the famine prevailed over them: ſo the 


21 land became Pharaoh's. And as for the people, he re- 
moved them to cities from [one] end of the borders of 
Egypt even to the [other] end thereof, 2 the neareſt 


cities where there was corn laid up; which was an att of 


22 1 prudence, compaſſion, and generoſity. Only the land of 


the prieſts, or princes, bought he not; for the prieſts 
had a portion [aſſigned them] of Pharaoh, a decree of 
Pharaoh that it ſhould be ſo, and did eat their portion 


which Pharaoh gave them: wherefore they ſold not their 


lands, They were Princes, counſellors, and chief magiſtrates, 
as well as prieſts, and had a ſettled ſtipend from the crown, 


23 Then Joſeph ſaid unto the people, Behold, I have 


bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh : lo, 


24 [here is] ſeed for you, and ye ſhall ſow the land. And 


it ſhall come to paſs in the increaſe, that ye ſhall give 
the fifth [part] unto Pharaoh, and four parts ſhall be 


your own, for ſeed of the field, and for your food, and 
for them of your houſeholds, 3 for food for your lit- ' 
tle ones. 1 dealt mercifully with them, yet faithfully for 


; 25 his bord? And they aid, Thou haſt ors our lives: let 


* gone have. wondered they did not motions before this time; 8 
but garriſons in the cities, and a over the Sranaries, might 


prevent it. 


* Joſeph hath. 3 reflected upon a8 Aging a baſe part in 


buying 78 land, and enſlaving the people; but Joſeph only acted 


as the miniſter of Pharaoh, and by his direction; he could not 


ac, off ; LOS a ann — was laid up by the * orders; 


give the corn away; it was "reaſonable the crown ſhould have ſome 


particular 


27 And Ifrael dwelt in the land of Egypt in the country 
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us find grace in the fight of my lord, and we will he 
20 Pharaoh's ſervants, his farmers and tenants. And jo. 
ſeph made it a law over the land of Egypt unto this 
day, [that] Pharaoh ſhould have the fifth [part ;] ex. 
cept the land of the prieſts, or princes, only, [which] | 
became not Pharaoh's.*. 7 „%% 


of Goſhen; and they had poſſeſſions therein, and grew, - 
and multiplied exceedingly, according to the Promiſe in 
chap xlvi. 3. 5 Ta N 


3 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt ſeventeen 


years: fo the days of the years of his life, or the whole age 


2909 of Jacob, was an hundred forty and ſeven years. And 


the time drew nigh that Iſrael muſt die: and he called 
his ſon Joſeph, and faid unto him, If now I have 
found grace in thy fight, put, I pray thee, thy hand 
under my thigh, as a teſtimony of ſubbjection and obedience, 
and deal kindly and truly with me, ſhow me true kind. 


30 neſs; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt: But I will 


lie with my fathers, and thou ſhalt carry me out of 
Egypt, and bury me in their burying-place, in token of 
my aſſurance that God in due time will bring back my poſ- 
lerity, and ſettle them in Canaan, and as a ſign of my 
expeftation and dęſire of the heavenly inheritance, whereof 
' Canaan is a type. And he ſaid, 1 will do as thou hat 


£ 31 ſaid. And he faid, Swear unto me. And he ſware unto 


him. And Iſrael, who probably was now ſitting up in his 


particular perſons might ſtore up great quantities for themſelves: if 
they uſed it too freely, or fold it to ſtrangers for an extravagant 
price, they only were to blame; they knew how long the famine 

Was to laſt, and were fairly forewarned.— It was great kindneſs 
in Joſeph to take their cattle, or they would have periſhed; 

and as to their lands, they were but tenants to the crown before 


this, as they were under an arbitrary government; and, whatever 


we may think, they acknowledged it as a great kindneſs, See 


CHanprer's Anſwer to MorGan. ODS 5 | 
t Thus he gave them their lands again, only reſerved a fifth 


part of the produce for Pharaoh; he laid on the land a tax 
of four ſhillings in the pound. They were thus exempted from 
arbitrary impoſitions, and ſecured in the full poſſeſſion of their 
lands, on paying a reaſonable tax, as much as we in Britain are. 
r ee, 
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bed, or on the fide of it, bowed himſelf upon the bed's 


head, or upon the top of his aff, and worſhipped God with 
" thankfulnejs od Nis and for this preſent mercy. 


REFLECTIONS. 


T is an Miruckirr view of kaiman life which this 
patriarch gives us: we are ſtrangers and travellers ; 
are not at home. To this the apoſtle refers, Heb. Xi. 13. 
All his life was a pilgrimage, as well as the time ſince he 
left Egypt. So is our life; our ſtay is ſhort; we are 
going to another ſtate and world, and we have many in- 


conveniencies in our journey. Let us conſider life in this 
view, and not act as if we were to continue here always, 


nor expect too much in the way. Let us often think of 
changing our habitations, bleſs God for what he hath done 
for us hitherto, and rejoice that there remaiaeth a reſt Jor the 


people of God hereafter. _ 
2. Let chriſtians ſhow kindneſs : at 2 5 N Joſeph 1 iS a 


rood example of filial piety ; he was tender of his aged 


father, nouriſhed him, ſware to him that he would do as 


| he defired him, and was very kind to all his brethren. 


Children, learn hence, to honour your father and mother; do 
not forſake them when they are infirm and old; love your 


brethren, and be ready to do all the good you can for them. 
| Thus you will imitate Joſeph, and likewiſe the bleſſed 
Jeſus ; and at laſt have a 8 with Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, in the kingdom of your heavenly father, 


3. See what a terrible thing famine is, and let it teach us 


to be thankful for our daily bread. Skin for ſin, yea, all that 


a man hath, will he give for his life ; his money, his cattle, 
his land ; he will part with all, even liberty itſelf, to fave 
its, Let us be thankful this is not our caſe, that we are 
not reduced to this extremity. God gives us all things richly 
lo enjoy. Let us improve our money, our cattle, our 
land, for that God who feeds and clothes us, and bleſſes US. 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. Let us rejoice, that 
we live under ſuch a government, where our liberties and _ 
properties are ſecure; and employ all our mercies for him, 
to whoſe care and goodneſs we owe them. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XLVIII. 


| Joſeph wif teth his father ; Facob repeateth the promiſe : ; and 
15 prophefs eth their return to Canaan, 


[one] told Joſeph, 2 meſſenger brought him tidingss, 
- Jn. Behold, thy — is] ſick: and Foſeph haſted 
to ſee him; and he took with him his two ſons, Manafſeh 
and Ephraim, that they might hear his dying advice, and 
2 ſhare in his bleſſing. And [one] told Jacob, and ſaid, 
Behold, thy fon 906 cometh unto thee: and rae! 
ſtrengthened himſelf, and ſat upon the bed: the hope of 


| ſeeing Joſeph and his ſons reo700A him, and gave him freſh 
, 
3 And Jacob ſaid unto Joſeph, God Almighty appear- 
. ed unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and bleſſed 
4 me, And faid unto me, Behold, I will make thee 
fruitful and multiply thee, and | will make of thee a 
multitude of people; and will give this land to thy ſeed 
after thee [for] an everlaſting poſſeſſion. Thus reciting 


„ 5 God's appearances for him, and promiſes to him. And now 


thy two ſons, Ephraim and Manaſſeh, which were born 


_ unto thee in the land of Egypt before I came unto thee 


into Egypt, [are] mine, I own and adopt them as if they 
were mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they ſhall be mine; 
they ſhall be particular tribes, and have an equal ſhare of in 


preſent eftate, and future inheritance, with their brethren. 


6 And thy iſſue, which thou begetteſt after them, ſhall 
be thine, [and] ſhall be called after the name of their 
brethren in their inheritance: or, If thou haſt any more 


children hereafter, they ſhall be counted as the children of | 
5 phraim or Manaſſeh, and belong to one of thoſe tribes, and 
7 not be heads of tribes themſelves. And as for me, when I 


came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of 
Canaan in the way, when yet [there was] but a little 


way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in 


the way of Ephrath; the fame [is] Beth-lehem: as , 
he had ſaid, And now, my ſon, this reminds me of Rache!, 
ad dear mother, wh. died mmmedial ch ne the promiſe Y 

5 | Go 


ND it came to paſs after theſe things, that [ze 


10 


11 


12 


” 
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Cod to multiply my ſeed, and yet J fee it fulfilled in the 
children God hath given to thee, 
3 And {frael beheld Joſeph's ſons, and faid, Who 
g are] theſe? And Joſeph ſaid unto his father, They 
fare] my ſons, whom God hath given me in this 
place.] And he faid, Bring them, I pray thee, unto 


10 me, and I will bleſs them. Nov the eyes of Iſrael were 


dim for age, [fo that] he could not ſee. And he brought 


them near unto him; and he kiſſed them, and embraced 
11 them. And Iſrael ſaid unto Joſeph, I had not thought 

to ſee thy face: and, lo, God hath ſhowed me alſo thy 
| 12 ſeed; he hath outdone all my expectations. And Joſevh 
brought them out from between his knees, removed tem 
from the embraces of his father, and ſet them orderly before 
him, to receive his bleſſing, and he bowed himſelf with his 
face to the earth, in reverence and thankfulneſs for the honour 
13 ond affettion ſhown to him and his, And Joſeph took them 
both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Ifſrae}'s left 


hand,” and Manaſſeh in his left hand toward Hrael's 


l; right hand, and brought [them] near unto him.” And 


 Irael ſtretched out his right hand, and laid [it] upon 


Ephraim's head, who [was] the younger, and yet ſhould 
have the preeminence, and his left hand upon Manaſſeh's 


head, guiding his hands wittingly, prudently, or by di. 
15 vine direGion; for Manaſſeh [was] the firſt born. And 
he bleſſed Joſeph in his children, and ſaid, God, before 
whom my fathers Abraham and Iſaac did walk, or be- 
have themſelves in a holy and acceptable manner, the God 


wich fed me all my life long unto this day, ever fince 
16 I had a being, The Angel which redeemed me from 
all evil, bleſs the lads; and let my name be named on 
them, tt them be called the children of Jacob, or Iſrael, 
that they may remember the country and family to which they 
belong, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Ifaac; 
and let them grow into a multitude 1 in the midſt of the 
Vol. I. . VVV 


a Paul ſays, Heb. xi. 21. By faith Jacob when hen was a dying, 
bleſſed both * ons of Jaſebli, with a paternal, patriarchal, and 
prophetical bleſſing, in the name and by the ſpirit of God; 
praying for, and foretelling thoſe bleſſings which God would confer 


upon them. 


794 
. 4 
4 
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17 earth. And when Joſeph ſaw that his father laid his 
right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it diſpleaſed him, 


Wee of . his great affection for Manaſſeh hus eldeſt ſyn; 
; and he held up his father's hand to remove it from 
1 18 Ephraim's head unto Manaſſch's head. And Joſeph 


= 0 unto his father, Not ſo, my father: for this = 
19 the firſt born; put thy right hand upon his head. And 
his father refuſed, and ſaid, I know [it,] my fon, ! 
know [it :] zheſe two holy, prophets differed in judgment, nit 
about the ſubſtance, but the 1 of the bleſſing; they 
diſagreed about the ceremony only: and Jacob ſaid, He alſo 
ſhall become a people, and he alſo ſhall be great: but 
truly his younger brother ſhall be greater than he, and 
his ſeed ſhall become a multitude of nations, greater i- 
number of poſterity, and power, and dignity , for of hin; 
came Fefhma the conqueror of Canaan, and Feroboam kin 
of Ijrael, wherefore that kingdom is frequently called by 
20 the name of Ephraim. And he bleſſed them that day, 
ſaying, In thee ſhall Iſrael bleſs ; hen the Iſraelites bleſs 
or wiſh proſperity one to another, they ſhall take thee for an 
example or pattern, ſaying, God make thee as Ephraim 
and as Manaſſeh: and he ſet Ephraim before Manaſſeh. 
21 And Iſrael faid unto Joſeph, Behold, I die: but 
| God ſhall be with you, and bring you again unto the 
22 land of your fathers. Moreover I have given to thee 
one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of 
the hand of the Amorite with my ſword and with my 


bow; I do now prophetically give, and God will real) 
and actually give, to thy ſon Ephraim, or his poſterity, that 
parcel of land which I bought of Hamor, (ch. xxxili. 19.) 
for tho” the whole land was given to me and my poſterity 
pet this was mine by a ſpecial civil right, which being ſeized 


upon by the inhabitants of 6 the land after 1 had bought it, J 
Arove them out of it or.” 17 os 


REFLECT: 


„This herds became the e of Joſeph, { Joſſ. xxix. 
32.) It is mentioned in the New Teſtament ( John iv. 3.) as a 
parcel of ground which Jacob gave, Here Chriſt converſed with 
the woman of Samaria, There is a fine cloſe in the neighbour- 
hood of Shechem to this day, which MaunDRELL ſuppoſes to bt 
the lame which | is here ſaid to have been given to Joſeph, tl 


© 
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5 REFLECTIONS. 
m # 1 G E D and dying ſaints mould thankfully com | 
A memorate the goodneſs of God to them: they _ 0 


ſnould enter into particulars, and keep a catalogue of the = 
d oft remarkable events; as Jacob, David, and many others 

| Wd. Aged chriftians ſhould bear teſtimony to the truth _ 
[and goodneſs of the Lord, to the pleaſures of religion, 
and the comfort of God's ways; and take occaſion from 
| thence to encourage others to walk in them; thus ſhowing 

| God's ſtrength to this generation, and ſis _ and glory to 
[hoſe roho may come after them. 

08 2; How deſirous ſhould chriſtian Parents be to put their 
children in the way of God's blefling, and engage the 
brayers of eminent faints for them! Jacob's prayers and 
(bleſſing were worth more to the ſons of Joſeph, than all the 
wealth and power that he could beſtow upon them in the 
„and of Egypt. What paſſed of this occaſion made a laſt- 

ing impreſſion on the minds of theſe youths : he effetual 


' fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Young per- 
: ons, in the preſent. degenerate day, have need of all poſ- 


ible helps and encouragements in the way of religion. The 
prayers and inſtructions of chriſtian friends and miniſters, = | 
and eſpecially the bleſſing of God, which is neceſſary to 
make young perſons ſobęr and virtuous, ſhould be highly 
Y {Wvalued and carefully fought. Let us look on thoſe as our 4 
bea friends, who do any thing to make our r children wiſe 35 
/ Wind | good... 1 5 5 
5 . We ſee that the bleſſing of God is not beſtowed 4 
5 Ein to the natural affection of parents and friends. — ol 
a God's gifts differ from ours; he ſometimes highly „ 
ours and diſtinguiſnes thoſe, whom we think are moſt — 
unlikely, and for whom we are leaſt deſirous of his favours. EL 
e does not act by the order of nature; he ſees farther — 
„chan we do, and acts accordingly. There are many in- | 
[ftances in which the younger is preferred to the elder; for 
lis gifts and grace are free. 5 bi 
0 4. When our friends are taken away, the preſence of 
the living God 1 is indeed comfortable; z and never more ſo 
l 8 1 ; than 
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N than then. He will never leave nor forſake us; he can make up 
; 5 all our loſſes. Tho? others ſhould depart, and leave us alone; 
if God be with us, we need not fear; he can do for us 
whatever our beſt friends could, yea, and infimtely more 
than they could do; his preſence and bleſſing can attend us 
in thoſe circumſtances, in which they could not poſlibly 
help or comfort us: and ere long, if we are faithful, he wi 
take us to hingſelf, bring us to the land where our pious 
fathers are gone. Let us, therefore, ſtrengthen and en- 


courage ourſelves in the Lord « our God, from henceforth, 
and for ever. Amen. 


8 


* H A P. XLIX. 118. 


Gern ſaid, * That the ſouls of men at the point of death becan 
Prophetick. * This antient opinion never was uni ver ſally true, 
« yet Jacob in this chapter propheſfics in a moſt ſublime and loft 
tile, when nature was ſinking and dying. The words of dying 
parents generally leave a ſtrong impreſſion on the mind. Having 


received bleſſings bas his JW) Jaceb 1 now divides Tn 
among his children. 


N D 505 called unto his ſons, and 6 Gather 
4 k yourſelves together, that I may tell you [that] 
1 5 ſhall befall you in the laſt days; what ſhall happen 
2 to you and your poſterity in future times. Gather yourſelves 
together, and hear, ye ſons of Jacob; i and hearken 
| unto Iſrael your father. 
3 Reuben, thou ſart] my firſt born, my might, and the 
beginning of my ſtrength, begotten in the prime and vigour 
of my days; the excellency of dignity, and the excellency 
of power; it was thy due to have had the preceaency both in 
dignity and poser; but thou haſt forfeited it, and art nt 
4 Unſtable as water, without ſelf- government, a man of ui 
reſolution; thou ſhalt not excel, never come to any degr: 
of eminence, either in number, cali. or extraordinary di. 
chievements; becauſe thou wenteſt up to thy father's bed; 
then defiledſt thou [it:] en Jacob, as with indignatic 
at the fact, turns his ſpeech fr Reuben to his brethren, «ns 


fou. 


> ſhows how juſt cauſe there was to pronounce this ſentence 
againſt him, and ſays, He went up to my couch, his my 


firſt born ſon ſeanaalonfly defiled his father*s bed; he ſhall not 


excel. And ſo it came to paſs; there never was any eminent 


perſon of that tribe; they were oppreſſed by their enemies, N 


and never made ai figure. 


meon and Levi fare] brethren ; not mh by nature, | 


but ikewiſe in manners; and alſo confederates in the ſame 
need defi 20 inſtruments of cruelty, or cruel Weapons, 
Fer in] their habitations, er bloody ſwords ftill remain 
6 to bear witneſs againſt them. O my ſoul, come not thou 
into their facret ; or, thou cameſl not into their ſecret; 1 
proteſt with my dying breath, 1 knew nothing of it, neither 
in word or thought conſented 40 it; unto their aſſembly, 
mine honour, be not thou united, let not my honour or 
good name be bound up with thicir' s, whoſe wickedneſs I 
abhor; for in their anger they flew a man, 7hat is, She- 


chem, and in their ſelf will, not in a ſudden paſſion, but 
upon a wilful and ſeltled reſolution and deliberation, they dig- 
ged down a wall, the walls of the houſe where Dinah ß; 
or, as inthe margin of our bibles, They houghed oxen, that is, 
7 drove away the oxen and catile of the Shechemites. Curſed 
| [be] their anger, for [it was] fierce; and their wrath, _ 


for it was cruel,* violent and outrageous ; therefore the 


divine purpoſe is this, I will divide them in Jacob, and 
ſcatter them in Iſrael; I will diſperſe them and their 


pifeerity among the children of Jacob or Iſrael.” 


$8 Judah, thou [art he] whom thy brethren ſhall praiſe, | 
_ thy tribe ſhall be famous for the royal dignity belonging to it, 
and the Meſſiahs coming out of it, (Heb. vil. 14. 1 Chron. 


v. 2.) which ſhall be matter of great praiſe and honour 40 
thee: thy hand {ſhall be] in the neck of thine enemies, 
thou Rar attack them ſword in hand, and utterly deftra 


„ > 


2 Pr. eee 1 theſes verſes thus: 0; 63 chain Very 


bontracts are inftruments of violence. d. 6: For in their anger they 


ew the men, and in their ſelf-will they deflroyed the princes, v. 7. 
Curſed be their anger, for it Was tierce and their Fonſeaeracys | 


for it was cruel. _ 

This accordingly came to _ and they had cities in every 
one of the tribes ; yet this was afterwards turned into 2 blefling. 
See Heut. Xxxili. 9, 10. 5 
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their power; thy father's children ſhall bow down bears 
| thee: this was fulfilled in David and Solomon, who govery. 
ed all the twelve tribes. Then follows a beautiful compariſnn, 

9 Judah [is] a lion's whelp, who walks avout wil, 4 Jen 
aur when he goes from devouring the prey; my ſon, thou 
art gone up: he ſtooped down, he couched as a lion, 2% 
ſomelimes lies down, and even fleeps over his prev, con fc 

, his own ſtrengthi and fearleſs of any foe 3 jo ſhalt they |; 
great, and ſecure in thy victories; and as an old lion, one {4 
grown ond fierce; who ſhall eue him up? none of 25 
enemies ſhall dare to Provoke him, at leaſt not without rin 
to themſelves : this is a beautiful gradation, and intimate 
the increaſe of his power, Then follows the great prom'ſ» if 

10 the Meiah from him: The ſceptre, the walking ſtaff. a- 
rod, the emblem of authority, ſhall not depart from Judah, 
nor a lawgiver from between his feet, fim fis peſtority, 
until Shiloh come, fill the promiſed M. ſſiali ſball be ſect, 
it ſhall be a diſtinct tribe, judged by its own laws, and not 

' diſperſed till Chriſt ſhall come; and unto him [ ſhall] the 
gathering of the people [be,] ſome of all nations, both 
= „ and gentiles, - ſhall yield obedience to Chiriſt, ace, 

U 11 /edging him for their Lord and Saviour. Binding his foal 

Ants the vine, and his aſs's colt unto the choice vine; 

= be waſhed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the 

'' blood of grapes; his portion of land in Canaan ſhall abound 

j don vines and fat paſtures, mnſomuch that wine and riiulk Hal 

1 12 be as plentiful and common, in a menner. 85 water : iis 

5 eyes [ſhall be] red with wine, and his teeth white wich 

6, hats eyes foal be brighter than wine, and his teeth 

ter then milk; all the people ſhall be health iful « ens 

| „ enen thro” the abundance they ſhell poſſeſs. = 

1 13 Zebulun ſhall dwell at the haven of the ſea; here i 

bi an alluſion to his name, which ſiznifies, dwellings; the firualicn 

=: of the twelve tribes being determined by lot, makes the i 

1 = 5 predictions the more remarkable, and he {ſhall be] for an 

| haven of ſhips : and his border [ſhall be] unto Zidon; 
their coaſts were {5 ſituated as to be 1 for eaſy and or amaiy 
commerce with the Sidomans, 

14 Iſlachar [is] a ſtrong als © touching down bet cen 


| two 
The affes of that country were larger than ours; princes and 
great men ul:d to ride upon them. 
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two burdens : his poſterity ſholl be of great ftrength, but 


mall courage; and therefore ſhall patiently ſubmit to any taxes 
which inay be laid upon them by their neighbours : And he 


ſaw that reſt (was good, and the land that [it was! 


pleaſant; he Mall delight in peace and cultivating the earth; 
and accordingly he bowed | his ſhoulder to bear, and 


became a ſervant unto tribute; inſtead of oppoſing ns the 


 Canaanites, they atlually became tributary to them. 


16 Dan ſhall judge his people, as one of the tribes of 


Iſrael. An alluſion to his name, ch. xxx 6. he has abſolute 


power within himſelf to rule and govern, tho" the ſon of a 
| concubine; as other tribes who are deſcended from free 
| 17 women have, Dan ſhall be a ſerpent by the way, an 


adder in the path, that biteth the horſe heels, fo that 


his rider ſhall fall backward *—Then Jacob, finding him- 
18 ; Jl ready to faint, breaks out into this ejaculation; I have 
or, I am wailing 


for thy ſalvation, for the happineſs' of a future ſtate and 


. waited for thy ſalvation, O Lord: 12 


world, "2 am FT and willing to are when thou Pleaſe 5 


1 REFLECTIONS. 


E T us cake 3 an unſtable temper, which 


was the cauſe of Reuben's ſin, and the loſs of his 


vrivileges. Let us labour after ſtedfaſtneſs of ſoul, that 
ve may not waver to and fro, and be eafily impreſſed and 
| ſeduced by temptation; that our hearts may be fixed for 
Cod and religion; that we may be ſtedfaſt and unmove- 

able; that nothing may turn us aſide from it. If we loſe 
the excellency of virtue and Pe no > other exceliency will 
| be of any avail to us, 


3.4: 3 ſhould ariſe out of that tribe, 1 tho? no > Langer . 
| thall be apprehended, yet he ſhall be like a ſerpent, or red 
| adder, lying in the duſt, which may be trod upon unawares, and 
hall bite the horſe and throw the rider. This was fulfilled in 
| Samſon deſtroying the Philiſtines when blind, and in the difpo- 


litton of this tribe to manage their wars rather by cunning and 


| craft, than open hoſtilities. See Judges xviii. 27, 


> The Chaldee ſays, Fer ee of the rg, the IT: 


8 es be 2. Let 


2. Let us 8 ky of all kinds ; . under 
the maſk of religion. Jacob remembered Simeon and 
Levi. Moſes alſo leaves a mark of infamy on his great 
grandfather. We here ſee, to what a length the Irrcgular 
workings of anger and reſentment may carry us, and what 
a laſting blot they may leave on our names. I.et us guard 
againſt ſelf-will and obſtinacy, running haſtily to execute 
revengeful and wicked purpoſes. It is curſed auger, ef. 
pecially when religion is brought in and made the pret-nce 
for it. What innumerable evils and miſeries ariſe om 
anger and revenge! Be angry and ſin not; reſtrain its work. 
ings, and guard your own ſpirits; make no friend 
with furious men, avoid their company; and let all thoſe 
who hate and deſtroy one another, be our abhorrence. 0 
my foul, come not thou into their ſecret; unto their aſſembiy 7a. Mite 
honour, be not thou united. 
3. Let us be thankful that Shiloh is come, and « lat we 
are gathered to him. Jacob, at this diſtance of time „anch on 
his dying bed, ſaw Jus day, and was glad; it was his { upport 

and comfort. In the fulneſs of time he was mantffeſted; 8 
promiſed ſeed was born before the ſceptre departed from Juda 
or a lawgiver from between his feet. By him the people were 
gathered together, united in a new, a glorious, a chriſtian 
church; and thro? the riches of divine grace we are gathered 
into it. Tho? by nature we belong to the wild olive, t to os 
gentile world, yet by grace we are united to the true vine 
and all the children of God that were ſcattered abroad are 

gathered together, and are one in Chriſt Jeſus, Many 
patriarchs, kings, and prophets defired to ſee this day, but 
were not ſo highly favoured. Let us be thankful for our 
privileges, and improve them well, that we may be a fly 

netun, a peculiar people; otherwiſe, we may fear that bg 
will yet divide and ſcatter us; and the greater our Pei gebs 
have been, the ſorer will be our puniſhment. 

4. Let us adore the hand of God in all the bleflings ot 

ur fituation, - It is he who fixes the bounds of our habitation; 2 
wha hath cauſes. the lines to fall to us in Pleaſant Places, d 
given us a goouly Zeritage A fruitful country, where agricul- 
ture and navigation are ſo happily united, and the bleſſings 
of Judah and Zebulun are joined ae er Let us ſerve 


th e 


* 
oY 
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| the Lord with cheerfulneſs, 1 in the abundance of all the 


1 good things we enjoy; never make them a bait to luxury, 


N but uſe them ſo as not to N them, and ſhow our 
gratitude to God for them. We ſhould be thankful that 


God hath given to ſome a FH for navigation and the ſea, 
and to others for · the labours and pleaſures of a country life; 

that we have the produce of our own land in ſuch abun⸗ 
dance, and the produce of other countries, and of foreign 


climes, brought to our ſhores. God 1s to be owned and 


honoured in all this. 


5. Let us be thankful that God hath raiſed us up ſo 


many judges, who have judged the people in equity, and 


| formed wiſe and good laws; fo many deliverers, who have 


reſcued us from tyranny, ſlavery, and ſin, and overthrown 
thoſe who would have trampled upon us, ſaying to our ſouls, 
Bow down, that wwe may go over you; who have confoundec 
our enemies amidſt their moſt ſanguine Proſpects, and 


3 eſtabliſned our civil and religious liberties. 


6. Let us, like the good patriarch, be waiting for God's 


ſalvation ; and thankful that we have ſo much clearer dif- a, 
coveries of it than he had: it is a falvation worth waiting | 
for, Aged chriſtians, eſpecially, ſhould cultivate this tem- 


| | per; ; they have ſeen much of the goodneſs of God to them, 


4 


and experienced his faithfulneſs and care, Truſt him 


then, in the laſt ſtages of your journey; and patiently . 


wait all the days of your appointed lime, ti!l your great change 


fha!l come. Be aſſured that God's time is the beſt; watt checr- 
fully for ſo glorious an event; it is the beſt frame to be 


found in when your Lord comes; and you will find 1 it good 
indeed 70 hope and @ quietly wait for the Jaro 21109 1 Cod. 
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CHA P. NEAR. 19, to the end. 


Jacob — recovered a little flrength, and being revived: 
8 proceeds to bleſs the other tribes. 


3 19 (A D, a troop ſhall overcome him: but he ſhall 
=: overcome at the laſt. 
10 "Out of Aſher his bread [ſhall be] fat, and he ſhall 
yield royal dainties; his corn land nd be very rich, and 
tis bread corn of the choiceſt ſort, fit for princes. They dwell 
near mount Carmel, which was a very rich country. 
21 Naphtali [is] a hind let looſe : he giveth goodly | 
words. Some think this refers to his temper, that ke ſhould 
be amiable and e aud his Sefcendanits remarkavl: for 
eloquence," 
„ Joſeph; whoſe name PEE fruitful, Lis! 4 fruitful 
bouggh, ſeven] a fruitful bough by a well; [whoſe] 
branches run over the wall; kts poſterity foread themſelves 
10ð @ great diſtance; we read of the thouſands of Manaſſeh, 
23 and ten thouſands of Ephraim. The archers have forely _ : 
grieved him, and ſhot [at him, ] and hated him; mar Wh 7 
el themſelves againſt him; his brethren, miſtreſs, maſter, = 
and Pharaoli's courtiers, as the rabbies ſay, and endeavoured 
7 24 to ruin him: But his bow abode in ſtrength; he flood 7 
againſt all, like a tough bow, which neither breaks nor is 
_ weakened by uſe; his virtue was firong and unconquerable ; 1 
and the arms of his hands were made ſtrong, to draw his 
| bow and ſtand his ground, by the hands of the mighty 
| [God] of Jacob, who laid his hand on Foſeph's arm, while 
dee cas drawing the bow, and enabled him to conquer; 
4 (from | thence, hat is, from God, [is] the ſhepherd, the 
2 ſtone of :ſrac] | from | God's e and providence it was, 
1 e . that 
1 e Here: is an e to bie name, "ich. ſignifies a ws 5 f 
1 many enemies ſhall overcome him; the Ammonites and Moabites 
|. --- .. did: ſo; ſee Jer. xlix, i, but he ſhall overcome at the laſt. So he 
did under Jephtha, and kept poſſeſſion of the country till the 
bo: dein, i Chron. v. 18-22. Deut, xxxiii. 20. | 
I rather think it means they ſhould live in a large and KEE 
ful country, be lovers of liberty, like a hind let loote; and, being 


of a courteous, friendly diſpoſition, chould live in peace with their 


neighbours. Accordingly, we read of tew wars Anne themiclves, 5 
or reellen irom others. 


26 


: 
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thal ee, became the ſhepherd, to feed me and my family in 


the f-mine« or, the rock of Iſrael, to ſupport us; he was the 


25 fc oder aa ſupporter of the whole family: ) Even by, or 


from, the God of thy father, who ſhall help thee; and 
by the Almighty, obs ſhall bleſs thee with bleſſings of 
heaven above, rain and dew, which ſhall make thy land 
 fruiſu), bleſſings of the deep that lieth under, yprings of 
_ wat: 1, bleſſings of the breaſts, and of the womb, mul- 


 titudes both of children and 77715 and thoſe well nouriſhed: 
26 The bleflings of thy father have prevailed above the 


28 


| bleſſings of my progenitors z I tenderly bleſſed thee when a 
child, and prayed for thee, ana now I have the pleaſure io 
ſee my prayers have been heard for thee, more than my father*s 
' Yor me, in the extent of the blejji a which are unto the 
utmoſt bound of the everlaſting nills; of large extent and 
lone continuance, even unto Baſpan, and T abir, and Hermon, 
and they ſhall be on the head of Joſeph, and on the crown 
of the head of him that was ſeparate from his brethren, 
- ehea he was ſold into Egypt, and afterwaras Was there 


. ly edvonced to a fingular degree of honour. 


Benjamin ſhall ravin [as] a wolf. be ſtrong, Sis: ot 0 
dvar lite: in tne morning he ſhall devour the prey, and 
at night he ſhall divide the ſpoil. This was the caſe at 
the beginning and end of that tribe; when ten were bot, this 
returned with Judah, and mingled with it 
| All theſe [are] the twelve tribes of Iſrael; the Ras 
and condition of the twelve tribes: and this [is it] that 


their father ſpake unto them, and bleſſed them; every 


- : 
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braham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite for 
a a poſſeſſion of a burying place. Hereby he defigned to 
withdraw their minds from Egypt, and to fix them 7 upon Ca- 
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one according to his bleſſing he bleſſed them, with ſuch 
2 bleſfi ng as Cd ſaw fit for ROMs and his Enki dictated to 


acob. | 


[is] before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which A- 


nan, There A buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; 


chere | 


And 2 charged them, and aid into them: 1 am 1 00 

Re be gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers 
iin the cave that [is] in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 
| In the cave that [is] in the field of Machpelah, which 
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there they buried Iſaac and Rebekah his wife; and they. 
32 I buried Leah. The purchaſe of the field and of the 
cuave that [is] therein [was] from the children of Heth. 
33 And when Jacob had made an end of commanding hi: 
ſons, he gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded 
up the ohoſt, and was gathered unto his people, 70 %% 
_ pious anceſtors in another world, Thus peaceful and apy 
= Was the death of this ä of God ! 


REFLECTIONS. 
| . E lot of Gad i is an emblem of the Rate ets 


Chriſtians; Gad, a troop 290 overcome him: but h. 
ell overcome at the lag. They are often overcome in this 
world ty afflictions and temptations; but at length they fall 
be corjuerors, and more than conquerirs, It is an emblem of 
the ſtate of the church; which has © 728 been overcome and 
brought low, but not deſtroyed; and at length it ſhall 
triumph glorioufly, and vanquiſh all oppoſition. Great is 
the truth, and will prevail; even the gates of hell mall not 
prevail againſt „ 
2. Let us imitate the ſwcancls of diſpoſition that 18 cole; - 
; brated i in Naphtali; a8 a loving hind, who giveth goodly words, 
Good words are cheap; it is eaſy to behave with civility. 
and reſpec, and to ſecure the friendſhip of, and an intereſt | 
in, thoſe around us. It 1 is not in our power to do ſervice to 
cvery body; but we may uſe kind and reſpectful words to 
every one. The 0 may do this; and if the rich will not 
add this to their other gifts, they will ſignify little. OW, 
our tongue let there be the la of kindneſs. Yet we ſhould not 
be content with this, but love, not 1 in word or tongs only, but 2 
in deed and in truth, - 
3. Let us pray, that the power which frniathened Joch, | 
may alſo ſtrengthen us under our difficulties and tempta- 
tions. The archers have ſhot at us; many are tempting us - 
to fin; there is a buſy adverſary wh is ſhooting his fiery. 
darts. Let us pray, that the Lord would be our ſhield ; 
our ſtrength is from him; he makes our bow to abide it 
ſtrengih; and the arms of our hands are made ſtrong, by the hand 
of the mighty Gud a Te What an amiable idea does this 


give 


>. 


G E 2322ͤĩ;5 : -  BF$ — 
dive us of divine afliſtance, . how ſuitable a proper . = 
this for all chriſtians, and miniſters eſpecially ! They dra 
the bow — God muit put his hand on theirs; if they deſtre — 
ſucceſs. They muſt aim right but it is God alone that can — 
give their words force and ſtrength. Let us pray for this 

and remember, that our ſtrength to bear afflictions, and 170 : 
vanquiſn temptations, is all from God. Lord, make thy 
ſrength perfect in our weakneſs, and thy grace ſufficient for us. 
4. In whatever inſtances we find ſupport or eſteem, learn 
from whence it proceeds, and to whom we are to give the 
praiſe. If we meet with thoſe who are friends, either to 
body or ſoul, that feed the one or the other, on whoſe 
triendſhip or affection we can build a ſure foundation, re- 
member from whence it proceeds, even from he mighty God of 
7a:ob. This made Joſeph ſtrong againſt temptations; gave 
kim favour in the fight of men, and proſperity in all that 
he ſet his hand unto. Tho? he archers ſhot at him, his b 
abode in ftrenath. This was eſpecially true of our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt; the archers ſhot at hi m, the ſcribes and phariſees, 
and Herod and Pilate ; Satan tempted him, but he over- 
| came all, Now, he is the ſhepherd of his church; he feeds 
his people with knowledge and underſtanding; leads them 
in the right way; ſecures them from danger and cauſes thei — 
to lie down in green paſtures. He is the foundation: tone ; 34 
the chief corner tone; the ſupport of the whole ſpiritual of 
building; all this is owing to the hand of the Lord that 5 
vas with him. Let us aſcribe praiſe to God, who deliver- 
d his dear ſon, and made hin n ſuch a bleſſing ; to the Worlds. — 
i thanks be to God for this unſpea kable £7 fr. | 1 | Ys TY 
5. Learn to adore the perfect knowledge of God: that EE 
points out ſuch a variety of events; that foretells the con- 
dition of each tribe ſo long before, and exactly correſpond- 1 
ed with their circumſtances, tho? determined afterwards Dy... 
| lot, Let us reverence and adore fo wiſe and glorious . 


CY 4 


— — — —- 


c "God: and the ſpirit of prophecy which he gave to > Jacob. 
$ 6. Let us chooſe our lot among God's people, that we e 
may be gathered to them at laſt. Jacob had followed the Riek "h 
of Abraham and Ifaac, and others of the patriarchs, —_ 10 
men that went before him, and at death he was gathered =_ 
*7 them, and joined to their ſociety. Let us alſo be followers 
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of them who thro? faith and patience inherit the promiſes. Let 
us join our ſouls to God, and walk in his ways; and at 
length we ſhall be joined to the general aſſembly of the church 


of 1 firſt born, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; to 


enjoy all thoſe bleſſings, which ou hath of hacer for lhen 
= 008 iove Mm. 


r 


1 


CHAP. . 5 


5 T Wy chapter give es an account of Jacolꝰs . of the friend. 


Ship renewed between Joe ph and his ns and of Jofepls 5 
. | 


ND 13 who en his brathira,. as in pieh ? 
toward God, ſo in filial affection and duty to his 
"os fell upon his father's face, and wept upon him, 
and kiſſed him, and thus paid his laſt reſpects to ſo pions 

2 and tender à parent. And Joſeph commanded his ſer- 
vants the phyſicians to embalm his father: and the 

1 phyſicians embalmed Iſrael.“ And forty days were 
fulfilled for him; for ſo are fulfilled the days of thoſe | 
- which are embalmed: and the Egyptians mourned for 
him threeſcore and ten days, cok. 88 more than the : 
- Jp for embalming. 

And when the day $ of is mourning were TY jo. | 

* feph ſpake unto the Houle: of Pharaoh, ſaying, If now | 
I have found grace in your eyes, ſpeak, I pray you, in 
5. the ears a Pharaoh," © BY MAY father made me 
| wh | ſwear, 5 


„ de was a piece of ſlate to hade 1 in the houſe, who 
perfo 


rmed the neceſſary acts of ſurgery, and embalmed the dead. 
This was done by waſhing the body with oil of cinnamon, 


| myrrb, and other rich ſpices, for forty days, and by putting 
ſeome of theſe ingredients into the body. It then lay in piekle, 
in nitre or falt petre, till ſeventy days were completed from the 
time they began their work; and thus the body would keep for 
many centuries, as we know the mummies do. Thus joſeph 
complied with the Egyptian cuſtom out of reſpect to bis father, 


and to prelerve the body for burial in Canaan. 


a It was reſpectful to Pharaoh not to go without his leave; and 
he ſer ſome of the courtiers to aſk for it; becauſe, as HERODDO TUS 

tells us, it was not permitted for any in mourning to come into 
the preſence of the F therefore he defres them to tell kbs⸗ 


rach of his oath, 


10 
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ſwrear, ſaying, Lo, I die: in my grave which I have 
digged for me in the land of ' Canaan, there ſhalt thou 
bury me. Now therefore let me g0 up, I pray thee, 
and bury my father, and I will come again. And 
Pharaoh ſaid, Go up, and bury th * ma according 
as he made thee {wear. 


And Joſeph went up to bury TR father: and with him 


went up all, or many of the ſervants of Pharaoh, the 


elders of bis houſe, and all the elders of the a or -. 
Egypt, the conſiderable perſons of the king's houſehold, and 
officers, civil and military, to ſhow reſpect to Foſeph and 


Jacob; And all the houſe of Joſeph, and his brethren, 


and his father's houſe : only their little ones, and their : 


flocks, and their herds Tex left in the land of Goſhen. 


And there went up with him both chariots and horſe- 
men, to be a defence, and drive away the Canaanites, if 
they had taken poſſeſſion of the place: and it was a very 
great company, and a grand proceſſion. And they came 
to the threſhing floor of Atad, which [is] beyond Jor- 
dan, that is, from Egypt ; and there they mourned with a 
great and very fore lamentation : and he made a mourn- 
ing for his father ſeven days. And when the inhabitants 
of the land, the Canaanites, ſaw the mourning in the 
floor of Atad, they ſaid, This [is] a grievous mourn- 
ing to the Egyptians : wherefore the name of it was 
called Abel mizraim, that is, the mourning of the Eoyp- 
tians, which [is] beyond Jordan. And his ſons i 
unto him according as he commanded them: For his 
| ſons carried him into the land of Canaan, and buried _ 
| him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, which Abra- 
ham bought with the field for a poſſeſſion of a burying- 
: place of Ephron the Hittite, before Mamre. Ty 
And Joſeph returned into Egypt, he, and his bre⸗ . 

thren, and all that went up with him to bury 8 


father, after he had buried his father. 


And when Joſeph's brethren ſaw that 1 father 
was dead, they ſaid, Joſeph will perad venture hate us, 


and will certainly requite us all the evil which we did 


unto him. T; he has t Fl Cp 40 age ze this; but a guilty 
| __ TEES _— 
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16 conſcience cauſes fear, and is never fully at reſt. And they 
ſent a meſſenger unto Joſeph, ſaying, Thy father a0 
17 command before he died, ſaying, So ſhall ye ſay unto 
Joſeph, Forgive, l pray thee now, the treſpaſs of thy 
_ brethren, and their fin; for they did unto thee evil; 
and now, we pray thee, forgive the treſpaſs of the 
ſervants of the God of thy father. This may be deſigned 
to intimate their repentance, and ſhow they were of the ſam: 
religion with him. And Joſeph wept when they ſpake 
.- unto him, pitying their perplexity, and grieving at their 
18 doubts of his good will. And his brethren alſo went and 
fell down before his face; and they faid, Behold, we 
þ 10 [be] thy ſervants. And Joſeph made 2 noble reply, and 
1 ©” ſaid unto them, Fear not: for [am] I in the place of 
God, 10 puniſh the injury done to ne? Ought I not rather ty 
remember that I am mortal and accountable, and need for- 
 giveneſs? Am I not under God, (as others read it) under his 
20 eye, and ſubject to him? But as for you, ye thought evil 
ahgainſt me; [but] God meant it unto good, to bring 
_ _. to pals, as ſit is] this day, to ſave much people alive, 
21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nouriſh you, and 
your little ones. And he comforted them, and ſpake 
- kindly unto them, mentioned their fault Very gently, and 
5 promiſed them his favour and protection. BY 
22 And Joſeph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father's 1 
3 houſe : and Joſeph lived an hundred and ten years: Ne 
23 having been eighty years governor of Egypt, And _ 
| faw Ephraim's children, of the third generation: ] the 
children alſo of Machir the fon of Manaſſeh were 
brought up upon. Joleph's knees ; he took pleaſure, 15 
their ON t tet them fi on his laps. and . them vn 
OO HS RNCES, | 
24 And Joſeph, "fading his _ draw near, 10 1 a lem 
| farewell of, and ſaid unto his brethren, I die: and 
| God will ſurely viſit you, and bring you out of this 
nd unto the land which he ſware to Abraham, to 


0s) and to 5 7 20 he pred. his t in God's 
Si promiſe, 


1 This was 0 a falſe 15571 Jacob knew Joſeph too well 
to ſuſpect that he would bear ill-will to his brethren, or he would 
have given t the charge to > Joſeph, and not i them. - 
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| 25 And Joſeph took an oath of the children of Iſrael, ſay- 


ner, and deliver you from 


my bones from hence.* 


old: and they embalmed him, and he was put in a 


N C of theſe eminent men. A. M. 2369. e 


| coffin in Egypt. Thus this Book concludes With the acath | 


REFLECTIONS. 


| makes no diſtinction, but comes to all. 


upon them another day. _ 


| ſcience; fear and ſuſpicion ariſe from a guilty mind. 


Joſeph was remarkable for thi 


told they carried Joſeph's bones with them, as Stephen intimates 


| iney did the bones of the other patriarchs, Ads vii. 106. 


| gromiſe, and his full aſſurance that he would accompliſh it, 


| ing, God will ſurely viſit you, in ſome extraordinary man- 
this land, and ye ſhall carry up 


26 So Joſeph died, [being] an hundred and ten years 


1. JIVE fee that mourning and death invade the houſes 
* \ \ of the moſt eminent ſaints, and the palaces of 

| the greateſt princes. Neither piety nor grandeur can be 
| ſecure from this; ther? 75 no diſcharge in this war; death _ 


2. When eminent faints are taken away, the forms of 

{ mourning are peculiarly proper, both on account of the loſs _ 
| which the world ſuſtains, and out of reſpect to the pious dead, 
lt is fit that we ſhould lament the death of good men, and 
lay it to heart; wwhen the righteous periſh, the excellent of the 

| earth are taken away. Decent funerals, according to per- 
ſons' circumſtances, are very commendable. Thus devout _ 

men carried Stephen to his burial, and made a great la- 
mentation over him. The bodies of the ſaints are under 

| Chriſt's care; he will watch over them, and put honour 


| 3. How reſtleſs does guilt make the mind! After ſo 
| many years of kind and generous treatment, it is ſtrange 
that Joſeph's brethren ſhould ſuſpe& that any degree of 
| reſentment or revenge was harboured in his breaſt, "They _ 
knew they had done iniquity, and therefore ſuſpected him. 
See the importance and neceſſity of keeping a good con- 


4. How beautiful does generoſity and kindneſs appear EY 
s; the belief of providence 
F hy EO SSR Ronen > 


= * Accordingly, when they went out of Egypt, we are expreſoly 
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led him to it. He not only pardoned and excuſed his bre. 
thren, but nouriſhed them as his own children. He ſpoke 
1 5 kindly to them, ſpoke to their hearts, removed their fears, 
1 and did not keep them in ſuſpenſe. We learn from 0 
bright an example, to forgive them that injure us. Le 
the remembrance of Joſeph excite us to this, that we be jt 
cv come of evil, but overcome evil with good; thus let 18 be 
imitators of G0 as dear children, and walk in love. 
. Let us labour and pray that we may die in faith, a8 
Jolep h did. So the apoſtle ſays, Heb. xi. 22. By faith Joſepl 
 avhen he died, made mention of the departure of the children of 
=  Tfrael, and gave commandment concerning his bones. Let us 
Ceoerciſe faith in God's promiſes believe that it ſhall be las 
1 he hath declared; truſt in his mercy and . and 
ohh quell wait for bis faivation. 
6. When our pious friends are taken away, it is a very 
great ſatisfaction to think, that God will vifit us, and full Wl o 
all his gracious promiſes. This hath often been the language 1 7 
of good men to their ſurvivors, I die, but God will ſurely WM # 
zit you, and bring you out of this and, to the land he hath I 
promi ſed. Whatever friends die, God lives; tho? we ſhould 
be diſappointed i in our hopes from them, or they be taken 
away from us, God will ſurely viſit us; viſit us with the 
| tokens of his preſence and favour, and make up the want 
of all earthly comforts; he will viſit us in our retirements 
and ſolitude, and bring us out of this houſe of bondage, to 
the heavenly Canaan, to the land which he hath promiſed; 
be will bring us to that better country, which the patriarchs 
| fought, even an heavenly one. There we ſhall fit down with 
Abraham, Tjeac, and Jacob, and Joſeph, and other ſaints, 


who are gone before us to the kingdom of God: wherefore 
comfort 6 one e another with ee . | 


The 


'T he Second Book of MOSES, called, 
E X 0 D U 8. 


INTRODUCTION. 


W E are now entering on the ſecond Book of Moszs, called, 1 
Exopvs, that is, The going out, or, The departure. 
contains the hiſtory of the Iſraelites for the period of one 

| tundred and forty five years, from the death of Joſeph to the 


building of the Tabernacle , including an account of the increaſe 


and e zo of Iſrael in Egypt; of MoskEs being ſent to deliver 


them of the ten plagues ; of their deliverance with a ſtrong hand; 


of their paſſing thro* the Red ſea, and the deſtruction of Pharaoh 
and his hoſt there of their ſafe condut# thro* the wilderneſs for 
forty years; of the covenant between God and them at Sinai; of 
his giving them laws and judgments; of fs ordatning the W 
hood 3 and cy erection of. the S] abernacle. 


CHAPTER, 1 


- Contains a an account of the increaſe of the Tfraclites, the pref 5 


7 on they underwent ; and of the deſtruction of their children. 


and healthful children; and the land v was filled with them; 5 
Tx _ fo 


OW theſe [are] the names of the children of Pre 

| Ifrael, which came into Egypt; ſet down here 

10 ſhow the accompliſhment of the promiſes in their 

great increaſe ;, every man and his houſehold, hat is, his 
children and nephews, but not ſervants, who came with Ja- 

2 3 cob. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Iſſachar, 

4 Zebulun, and Benjamin, Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and 

5 Aſher, And all the fouls that came out of the loins of” 

| Jacob were ſeventy fouls: for Joſeph was in Egypt 

= 6 [already.] And Joſeph died, and all his brethren, and 

7 all that generation. And the children of Iſrael were fruit. 

ful, and increaſed abundantly, like the fiſb of the ſea, and 

they multipled, and waxed exceeding mighty, had flirong 
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ſo that in two hundred and fifteen years they amounted to ji, 
hundred thouſand men, Numb, xxvi. 51. 
8 Now there aroſe up a new king over Egypt, / 
different race, or family,* which knew not Joſeph, 5. 
garded not him, nor any of his kindred, tho* he had deſerved (1 
9 well of the whole kingdom. And he ſaid unto his people, 
Behold, the people of the children of Iſrael [are] more 
and mightier than we; their country is more Populoys, 
L oocallliy, and fruitful, Upon this he called his counſellors, 
10 and ſaid with violence, Come on, let us deal wiſely with 
them ;,“ left they multiply, and it come to pals, that, 
when there falleth out any war, they join alſo unto our 
enemies, and fight againſt us, as it is natural for people 
in fuch circumſtances to do, and [ſo] get them up out ot 
the land, 20 Canaan, which they are often talking about, 
11 Therefore they did ſet over them taſk maſters to affli& 
them with their burdens, And they built for Pharaoh, 
which was a common name for all the kings of Egypt, 
_ treaſure cities, Pithom and Raamſes, ſtrong fortified 
12 cities to lay up their ſtores in.. But the more they afflict- 
cd them, the more they multiplied and grew, fro“ he 
overruling providence and bleſſing of God, And they, that 
Is, the Egyptians, were grieved, thro* envy and fear, be- 
13 cauſe of the children of Iſrael. And the Egyptians 
14 made the children of Iſrael to ſerve with rigour : And 
they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of ſervice in 
the field, building thoſe cities, making brick, digging trenches 
Por rivers to convey the water thro the land: and all their 
Probably one of the ſhepherd kings who came from Arabia, 
according to Manetho as quoted by Joſephus, and who about this 


drove out. Deut. ii. 12, 22. W 85 


or, e © Sephen, Ae vi. 19, The fame dun abi 


| 16 


. 1 with our children, Ee. or formed crafty and treacherous deſigns 
=: 00 ß ĩ 
1 The firſt was called Tanis, and the latter thought to be 


i Pelaſſum, which in Exek. xxx. 15. is called the ſtrength of Egypt, 

Rs and by hiftorians, the key of Egypt. Theſe were, on the borders 

| | of Syria, which kept them from the encroachments of their ene. 
mies on that ſide, and prevented the Iſraelites from returning 
back to Canaan. _ — ———_——_— Yr AORer 55 


2 
| rigour, that they might reduce their anker, and more 
70 eaſily keep them in ſlavery.“ 

= And the king of Egypt ſpake to the Hebrew mid- 


6 

„ wives, the midwives who attended the Hebrews, but were 
le, themſelves Egyptians, of which the name of the one [was] 
ore Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah : theſe were 
% e chief, to whom, no doubt, great rewards were promiſed : 
„ 16 And he ſaid, When ye do the office of a midwife to the 
th Hebrew women, and ſee [them] upon the ſtools; if it 
+ | [be] a ſon, then ye ſhall kill him, /et him be ftrangled 


privately: but if it [be] a daughter, then ſhe ſhall live.“ 
17 But the midwives feared God, and did not as the king 


. | 18 men children alive. And the king of E Egypt called for 
„the midwives and ſaid unto them, Why have ye done 
i 19 this thing, and have ſaved the men children alive? And 
; | the midwives ſaid unto Pharaoh, Becauſe the Hebrew 
4 women [are] not as the Egyptian women; for they [are] 
« | lively, and are delivered ere the midwives come in unto 


20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives: and the 


, apes their affairs. 


alive. 


bondage ! but God appointed all this as a puniſhment for their 
and to make their national deliverance the more remarkable, 


uful than the e 
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ſervice, wherein they made them ſerve, [was] with 


of Egypt commanded them, it would have been the 
higheſt treachery and cruelty to have done it; but ſaved the 


them. This was uo doubt often the caſe, but not always, 


21 people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. And it 
came to paſs, becauſe the midwives feared God, that he 
| made them houſes; Goa increaſed their Families, and IO 


And Pharaoh, finding this defi ion eue broke out 
* open rage and violence, and charged all his people, 
ſaying, Every ſon that is born ye ſhall zake by force and 
caſt into the river, and every ee, ye ſhall lave 


'T 3 ” REFLECT- 
2 Well might unt 5 called” an iron 1 an 3 of. 


growing idolatry, to awaken their defires to return to Canaan, 


They preſerved the females, who were in general more beau- 
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R EFL EC TI (ol N S. 
1. EARN hence how wiſely God permits Kia churches 


to be afflicted. He did thus to Iſrael, as a puniſh. the 

ment for their 1dolatry, and to excite their defires to depart rae 

from Egypt. Thus God afflicts his people ſtill, to puniſh his 

them for ſin, to wean them from this world of diſtreſs; and tha 

makes it a houſe of bondage, that they may long to go evi 

free, and not defire to live here always. Be our affliction the 

ever ſo long, or ever fo bitter, they are bs + IIs to Ml ft 

| anſwer ſome very wiſe purpoſe. | tru 
” 2, See how powerfully he can preſerve thank amidſt their beo 
q affliction, and ſtrengthen them by it. Their enemies thought 0 
by this means to weaken their ſtrength, and leſſen their of 

numbers; but God increaſed them. Thus the enemies of 0 


the church; like the Egyptians, do but increaſe their own 
grief. Times of affliction and perſecution, have been thoſe 
times in which the church has flouriſhed moſt; the or- 
dinances of worſhip are more conſcientiouſly attended; upon, 
and watchfulneſs and prayer more ſeriouſly regarded. The 
faith and patience of God's ſervants bring in others, ſo that 
the ſaying is true, the blood of the martyrs is the ſecd of 
the church.“ Perſecuting the church, is but like caſting 
manure upon the ground; which for a while covers the 
plants, and ſeems to deſtroy them, but it makes the earth 
. more fertile, and the plants more numerous and vigorous. 
3. What an excellent principle is the fear of God, and 
what a noble remedy againſt the fear of man! The midwives 
feared God, and therefore feared not the wrath of the king. 
They thought it was their duty rather to obey God, to 
keep to the rules of juſtice, fidelity, and humanity, than 
to obey men; and dared to diſobey a bloody and tyranni- 
cal prince, rather than diſpleaſe God. The fear of man bring- 
eth a ſnare, but the fear of God Ref eth from evil, even from 
doing evil privately; which the midwives were commanded 
to do, tho? hid from the eye and inſpection of men. The 


fear f the Lord is the beginning of wiſdem;, a good underſt and. : 
ing have all 4 that Keep his Commandments. 


4. How 


Wa 


S... 
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4, How ſafe and happy are they in whom ſuch principles 


ral Pharaoh might be angry; but what1d it ſignify, 


when God favoured chem and made thęir May proſperous? 
mafried to Iſraelites, and 


dome have aſſerted that they were m 
their families built up by them and made eminent in II- 
rael; but this is certain, God rewarded their kindneſs to 


his people, and repaid their compaſſion with proſperity. He 
| that feareth the Lord, ſhall not only be ſafe from fear of 


evil, but ſhall be rewarded with all deſirable good. O fear 


the toi then, all ye his ſaints, for there is no want to them that 
| fear him. The Egyptian midwives were an inftance of this 


truth; In every nation he that feareth God and worketh righ- 


| tzouſneſs, is accepted of him. Of this we may be ſure, that 

| God's ſalvation is nigh unto them that fear him. In the fear 

| of the Lord is ſtrong confidence, and his children e ve a 
| place 7 N | 


CHAP. II. 


| We are now entering on the hiſtory of Moſes, the man of 64 
| the deliverer and lawgiver of Iſrael. In this chapter we have 


the occurrences of his mnfancy ; his pious choice when grown 
up; his ſettling for a while in the land of Midian ; ; and God's 
1 acious regard to the Hictions of his people. . 


ND there went a man of the houſe of Levi, Am- 
ram the ſon of Kohath, (ch., vi. 20.) and took [to 


2 2 Wife Fochebed his kinfwoman, a daughter of Levi. And 
the woman conceived, and bare a ſon; ſhe had two child- 
ren before this, Miriam and Aaron : And when ſhe ſaw 
him that he [was a] goodly [child,] ſhe hid him three 


3 months, in his father s houſe, Ads vii. 20. And when 


| ſhe could not longer hide him, when notice was taken of 


W 


it by the Egyptians, and ſearch was made for him, ſhe took bl 
for him an ark, or baſket, of bulruſhes, and daubed it SR 
with ſlime and with pitch, and put the child therein 1 
and ſhe laid [it] in the flags by the river's brink. No = 
doubt her deſign Was, to hide it there till the LI was over, _— 

| — —- aud 1 
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and then fetch it back and preſerve i it. This, the apoſtle u tell 
us, was done in faith, truſting in providence to Preſerve it 
4 And his ſiſter, who was about twelve years old, ſtood afar 
off, to wit, or mark, what would be done to him. 
5 Ard the daughter of Pharaoh came down to waſh 
- [herſelf ] at the river, in a bathing place at the botiom 6 
the kings gardens, which came down to the river; and her 
maidens walked along by the river's ſide; and when ſhe 
ſaw the ark among the flags, ſhe ſent ber maid to fetch 
6 it. And when ſhe had opened [it,] ſhe ſaw the child: 
and, behold, the babe wept. And ſhes had compaſſion 
on him, and ſaid, This [is one] of the Hebrews child. 
ren. She might imagine this by the king's edic?, and i: 
certain of it, from his circumciſion. Her maidens gathered WW 1 
7 around to look at the babe, and his ſiſter joined them. Then 
ſaid his ſiſter to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call 
to thee a nurſe of the Hebrew women, that ſhe may 
8 nurſe the child for thee? And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid 
to her, Go, And the maid went and called the child's 
9 mother. And Pharaoh's daughter ſaid unto her, Take 
ttcis child away, and nurſe it for me, and I will give 
Ilthee!] thy wages. And the woman took the child, and 
10 nurſed it.? And the child grew, and ſhe brought him 
unto Pharaoh's daughter, and he became her fon. 
And ſhe called his name Moſes, that is, drawn out : and 
| ſhe faid, Becauſe I drew him out of the water“ 
11 And it came to paſs in thoſe da ys, when Moſes was 
grown, Being forty years old (As vii. 23.) that he went 
out unto his enen, 1th a full 7 poſe to abandon the 


honours 


= EE * Called Thermutis by joszrnus, and Meris by others; ſhe 

WW - _ was married, but had no children.” 

i e It was a happy circumſtance that * was naked by his own 
mother, as he would be managed with tenderneſs; know his own 
parents; be brought up in the true religion; have his life ſee 

cured thro? Pharaoh's daughter; and ſome wages and proviſion 

EV be made for the family, | 

A | D Here is a great chaſm in the kiffory of Moſes, His modeſy 

> forbade im relating particulars; but Stephen tells us Aci, vii 

m 22.) that he was brought up at court, and killed in all the 

5 he learning of the Egy 2 lach 2 as arithmerick, geometry, 3 

| all 


> 


ww » r 
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honours of the court, to join himſelf to the poor oppreſſed 
people of God, and lend them what help he could for their de- 
liverance; and he looked on their burdens, with grief and 

_ pity : and he ſpied an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, one 


| of his brethren probably a taſt maſter on the point of kill. 
| 12 ing an Tfraclite, And he looked this way and that way, 


and when he ſaw that [there was] no man, he ſlew the 


Egyptian, he defended the oppreſſed ; and, knowing the II- 


 raelites could not have juſtice done them, he prudently hid 

13 him in the ſand. And when he went out the ſecond 
day, behold, two men of the Hebrews ftrove together: 
and he faid to him that did the wrong, Wherefore 
ſmiteſt thou thy fellow ? and would have reconciled mat - 
14 ters between them. And he that did the wrong (AFs vii. 


27.) ſaid, Who made thee a prince and a judge over 


us intendeſt thou to kill me, as thou killedſt the Egyp- 
tian? And Moſes feared, and ſaid, Surely this thing 


| 15 is known, Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he 
| fought to ſlay Moſes. But Moſes fled from the face of 
| Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian : and he tat - 


_ down by the well, „„ 


16 Now the prieſt, or prince, of Midian, who was 2 5 
deſcendant of Abraham, by Keturah, had ſeven daughters: 


and they came and drew [water, ] and filled the troughs 


| to water their father's flock ; his was the employment of 
ET, „ 


and natural philoſophy, and thus fitted for his future ſtation. 


Stephen adds, that he was mighty in words and deeds; an elo- 


| quent man, (tho' not a good ſpeaker) as his admirable compoſiti. 
ons teſtify; a wiſe counſellor; and, ſome add, a mighty general; 
with many other particulars of his early life, which cannot be 
|: depended upon. %%% eo pd os 
| © Stephen ſays (Ads vii. 25.) he ſuppoſed that the Iſraelites 
| by this would have known that he would deliver them. Probably 


he exhorted them to return to Canaan, promiſed to lead them, 


| and told them the time for their deliverance was near; but they 


underſtood not, therefore their captivity was prolonged. 


fuſal of Moſes by one, is imputed to all the reſt of the Iſraelites, 


(Ads vii. 35.) and God, for their unthankfulneſs, withdrew him 
for forty years, ieee BD | 


k This was an impertinent and ungrateful ſpeech ; he upbraided | 
| him with that for which he ought to have praiſed him, and 
| Which was a ſpecimen of their promiſed deliverance : and this re- 
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1 5 perſons of rank in thoſe days. And the deere of os 
1 neigſibouring prince came and drove them away, in/i/ti; 
= | that they would water their flocks firſk : but Moſes too; 
i 13 up and helped them, and watered their flock. And whey 


they came to Reuel their father, another name for Jethro, 
or elſe his father, he ſaid, How [1s it that] ye are come 
19 ſo ſoon to day? And they ſaid, An Egyptian delivered 
us out of the hand of the ſhepherds. and alſo drew 
20 [water] enough for us, and watered the flock. And 
he ſaid unto his daughters, And where [is] he? why 
[is] it [that] ye have left the man? call him, that he 
21 may eat bread: and they did ſo. And Moſes was con- 
tent to dwell with the man: thus he was ſheltered for the 
1 preſent, and prepared for the greater ſervices that were be. 
i Pore him: and he gave 1 Moſes Zipporah his daughter, 
22 And ſhe bare [him] a ſon, and he called his name Ger- 
nom: for he laid, L have been a firanger i in a ſtrange 
"Jandc**:-: 
" And it came to paſs in proceſs of time, after for) 
years ( Afts vii. 30.) that the king of Egypt died: and 
* children of Thael fighed by reaſon of the bondage, 
and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by 
reaſon of the bondage. Tho* there was a new king, yet the 
old oppreſſion continued, and their ſufferings were as great 
24 as ever. And God heard their groaning, took notice of 
-* SRP ictions and burdens, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with Iſaac, and with Jacob. 
25 And God looked upon the children of Iſrael with a kind 


and compaſſionate regard, and determined to wn them mercy, 
and God had 8 unto them.“! 


REFLECT- | 


1 The 1 Arakie, 1 Vulgate celine add hers, She alſo 
bare another ſon to Moſes, and he called him Eliezer, ſayi! g. T he God 5 
of my fathers hath been my helper, Ec. KEN NICOTT. = 
N Or, according to the LXX, Aud Was made frown unto then, 


£ EXODUS NH - 


REFLECTIONS. 
„S how much of fprovidence i is to be obſerred? in thoſ: 


things which ſeem the reſult of chance. Providence 


| appeared in the birth of Moſes, and in ſupporting him till he 
| was three months old, when he was better able to bear an 
| abode in the ark. The ſame wiſe providence laid him in the 
| river, juſt at the time when Pharaoh's daughter came; ſhe | 
| meant only to waſh, but God intended other things. It was 
a providential circ: umſtance to find the child weeping, to 
move her compaſſion. Had any other perſon came there 
and ſeen the child, it, moſt probably, had been thrown into 
the river, for to have reſcued it would have been death. 


Let us adore the wiſdom of providence, which i is Wonder 


ful in counſel, end excellent in working. 


2. On what minute accidents do the lives of; men depend, 


yea, the lives of ſome of the beſt of men! In how precarious 
E a ſituation was Moſes! A little longer delay, and he had 
| famiſhed, or been carried away with the tide or ſtream of the 


river, or been devoured by the crocodiles. How many 
narrow eſcapes had thoſe perſons, whoſe names are ſo 


eminent in the jewiſh and in the chriſtian church! There 


are ſeveral inſtances in hiſtory, of moſt ſurpriſing events 


attending the births of the moſt eminent perſonages; in 
all which the wiſdom and goodneſs of God is ſeen. The 


mercies of our infancy ſhould be thankfully acknowledged. 
How many near eſcapes from death have we all had, tho” 


not in ſo remarkable a manner as Moſes; by the "hs pro- 
vidence we were taken out of the womb, hung on our 


mothers? breaſts, and are preſerved to this day. 5 


3. Obſerve with pleaſure, Moſes chooſing to ſuffer af- 
fiction with God's people: it was a wiſe choice, which the 
apoſtle Paul extols. There was every thing in Pharaoh's 
| court, but religion, to engage him; nothing among the 
BD Iſraelites, but religion, to tempt him. He might have 
been ſerviceable to the Iſraelites at court; but he knew 
they were God's people, and therefore ke Choſe to ſuffer 


with them. This choice we ſhould make; we ſhould 


form alli ianecs with God s ſervants, and prefer alfliction to 


ſin, 
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fin, the reproach of Chriſt rather than the riches of Egypt, and 
ſhould have reſpefi to the recompenſe of reward, that 1 is, to the 
gory which God hath promiſed. 
How ſhameful are any contentions among brethren, 
J ect under afflictions. It is a fad thing for them to 
3 quarrel, eſpecially when they are joined in one common af. 
1 fiction. I his is too often the caſe, The Engliſh exiles in 
Queen Mary' s days, at Frankfort, quarrelled about habit; 
and ceremonies. Thoſe who were advocates for them, called 
5 the civil magiſtrate to interpoſe, and would not reſt till 
4 they had driven out their brethren. There has often been 
* We. great quarrels among ſufferers, when perſecuted by their bre- 
thren. Uncharitable contentions are ſhameful among chriſ- 


5 tians, eſpecially among thoſe who are under national dif. 

4 couragements, tho* not under great oppreſſions. One would 0 
FE have thought theſe troubles ſhould have united the Iſrael. WE 

4 . ites, but we find they did not. Bp. HALL obſerves, had 


if this Iſraelite had a ſpark of good nature, he muſt have re. 
9 lented at Moſes's remonſtrance.* It is ſad to vex one ano- 
_ ther, while vexed by a common adverſary. One would have 
thought they had blows enough from the Egyptians. And 
- thus, ftill is our great enemy buſy, and chriſtians are too 
| prone to contend with each other. Let us avoid this, and 
remember that we are brethren, that we are fellow-chriſ- 
_ tians, fellow-ſervants, and fellow- ſufferers. Let brotherly 
love continue; and leaving hatred and variance to the 


Egyptians, let us follow after peace with all men, and holineſs, | 
| without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, 


. Thoſe that are in the wrong are often maſt impatient 
of reptoof. What a ſurly anſwer was given to Moſes. 
This language we often hear, or ſomething like it, when 
we admoniſh tranſgreſſors. Moſes intended a kindneſs to 
both, and to prevent the effect of the quarrel ; but one of 
them could not bear it, and he was the aggreſſor. Nay, 
| Had not the ſtory mentioned this, we ſhould have con- 
cluded it from his angry impatience, which was a ſign of 
guilt, It is our duty to exhort and reprove : but we 
muſk expect to meet with thoſe who will be peeviſh and 
angry, and queſtion our authority, which indeed the law of 


God, 
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God, and the common principles of humanity give us. Let 


us carefully avoid this temper ourſelves, and take reproof 
| kindly. What ſignifies who it is that reproves, or what his 
qualities are? it becomes us to conſider what foundation 

| there is for it. To call a man impertinent, and bid him look 
| at home, is not clearing ourſelves. Let the righteous ſmite us, 

| and we ſhould eſtcem it a kindneſs, take it well, and make 

a good uſe of it, from whatever hand it comes. 
6. God has a gracious regard to his people ds their 
| heavieſt afflictions; he hears their groanings, which affect 
| his heart. He remembers his covenant, and has reſpect 
to them. See how tenderly God concerns himſelf for his 
people; as a father pitieth his children, jo the Lord pitieth them 
| that fear him : therefore let us be patient, and _ our care N 
| 190-7 him wh. careth 4 for .. 8 


—— 
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Phil obſerves, that * the feeding of ſheep, ts the beſt exercif 8 8 
 preparatiai for a kingdom, and the general government of 
mankind.” We find here, that Moſes was firſt a ſhepherd, and 


Her ee to be a leader and governor of God's People. 


OW Moſes kept the flock of Jethro his father 
in law, the prieſt of Midian: and he led the 
Hock to the back or ſide of the deſert, and came to the 


mountain of God, jo called becauſe ſandified by God's ap- 


_ pearing there now, (v. g.) and giving the law there after- 
2 wards, [even] to Horeb.“ And the angel of the Logo, 


that is, the Shekinah, appeared unto him in a flame of 
fire, out of the midſt of a buſh:? and he looked, and, . 
behold, the buſh burned with MR and the buſh [was] not 
een, 
2 This was not a mean nt great men and princes 
were often engaged in it; but it was mean for him who was bred 
1 court, and . might . Have. looked forward to the crown 
of Egypt. 0 
o This mountain "EY two tops, one called Horeb, the other | 
Sinai, In this retirement it is thought by ſame: that he wrote 
the books of Geneſis and Job, 8 
? A bramble, or thorn buſh, which might have been eaſily 
conſumed; ſeveral heathen writers have mentioned tuis eircum- 
ſtance. See Par Rick 8 Com. in loc. | | 
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3 conſumed, This was ſomething very unaccountable, An, 
Moſes zherefore ſaid, I will now turn afide, and ſee thi, 
4 great fight, why the buſh is not burnt. And when the ll 
Lon ſaw that he turned aſide to ſee, God called unto 11 
him out of the midſt of the buſh, and faid, Moſes, 
Moſes: calling him by name, muſt greatly add to his furpri 8 
ons 5 And he ſaid, Here [am] I, And he ſaid, Draw not [2 
e 5 hither, keep a reſpeciful diſtance: put off thy ſhoes 
from off thy feet, in token of reverence and humility," for 
the place whereon thou ſtandeſt [ is] holy ground, mad: 
fo by the ſpecial preſence of God here. Thus he was excite] 1. 
6 to humility, reverence, and godly fear, Moreover he ſaid, 
I [am] the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, 
the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob; engaged 10 them 
by covenant and promiſe, which IJ am now come to perform; 
and by this declaration he alſo intimated, (as Chrift ob. 
| ferves, Matt. xvii. 7.) that they were happy in another 
_ world, for God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, 
And Moſes hid his face: for he was afraid to look upon 
DET God, his eyes were dazzled with the glory. 
LO And the Logo ſaid, I have ſurely ſeen the affliction 
of my people which Care] i in Egypt, diligently obſerved, aud 
mmercifully regarded and pitied their miſery, and have heard 
their cry by reaſon of their taſk-maſters ; for I know 
8 their ſorrows; And Iam come down to deliver them out 
of the hand of the Egyptians, (this intimates the ſpeed and 
certainiy of their deliverance,) and to bring them up out 
of that land unto a good land and a large one, in con. 
pariſon with Goſhen, unto a land flowing with milk and 
honey, abounding with all the bleſſings of a fruitful land, 
not only for neceſſity, but delight ( Deut. viii. 7—9.); unto 
the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the 
e and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and 
9 the Jebuſites. Now therefore, behold, the cry of the 
children of Iſrael is come unto me: and J have alſo ſeen 
the oppreſſion wherewith the Egyptians oppreſs them. 
Le then gives him his comm ion and eb bin his am- 


baſſador 


4 Ie: was ons for: the Egyptians to do fo in SW preſence 


5 ef their Princes or great men, or when Entering into the JEmp- es 
of their dere n— | 
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10 baſſedor or viceroy, Come now thefore, and 1 will ſend 
thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayeſt bring forth my 
a the children of Iſrael out of Egypt. . | 

And Moſes modeſtly declined the ſervice, and faid unto | 
"God, Who [am] I, that I ſhould go unto Pharaoh, and 
that I ſhould bring forth the. children of Iſrael out of 


12 Egypt? And he, hat is, God, ſaid to encourage him, 


' Certainly I will be with thee; and this [ſhall be] a 
token unto thee, that I have ſent thee: When thou haft 
brought forth the people out of Egypt, ye ſhall ſerve 
13 God upon this mountain.” And Moſes ſaid unto God, 
| Behold, [when] I come unto the children of Iſrael, and 
| ſhall ay unto them, The God of your fathers hath ſent 
me unto you; and they ſhall ſay to me, What [is] his 
name? what ſhall I ſay unto them? which of thy names 
all T uſe, whereby thy people may be encouraged to expect 
14 deliverance from thee?* And God ſaid unto Moſes, I AM 
THAT I AM: and he ſaid, Thus ſhalt thou lay unto : 
P28 children of Iſrael, I AM hath ſent me unto you. 


And God ſaid moreover unto Moſes, Thus ſhalt 


" ſay unto the children of Iſrael, The LoxpD God of 
your fathers, the God of * Abraham, the God of Iſaac, 


| "and; 
4 Thus Bad: gave Ks two tokens of his lbs with, 8 ; 


the firſt was the burning buſh, not conſumed; and the other, that ge 
ſhould worſhip hereafter on this mountain. Theſe were deſigned to 


encourage him to deliver his meſſage to Pharaoh, and to ſupport 
and comfort him under the obſtinacy and rebellions of the people. 
Moſes was the firſt that ever ſpoke to others in the name of God, 


under ſuch a commiſſion, and thereſore had need of ſome extraor- 5 

| dinary ſign to confirm his faith, 

| * It was cuſtomary in Egypt to give "chile" cods ſome. Wie of 
honour, beſides the local name, taken from the place where the 

were worſhipped, or their manner of doing it. So the Iſraelites 

would expect that ſome name or title of their God ſhould be given 

them, beſides that of the God of Abraham, _ 


t This name was not only a title of honour, but it 3 * 


vanity of other gods. It ſignifies, permanent, immutable, neceſ. 
| fary exiſtence, the ſame as jeHovan, I will be what 1 will be, 


This name would awaken the ſpirit, and encourage the hearts of 


all conſiderate Iſraelites. Many heathens after this inſcribed it, 
or ſomething ſimilar to it, on their temples. HILART, an antient 


chriſtian writer, ſays, theſe words charmed him, and gave him an 5 
high opinion of Moſes, before he became a chriſtian, there being 


5 no words ſo 1 8 to deſcribe the ſelf-exiſtence of God. 
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and the God of Jacob, hath ſent me unto you: : this [15] 
my name for ever, and this [is] my memorial unto al] 

generations, by which I will be remembered, owned, ane 

| 16 ſerved by my people, and diſtinguiſhed from all others. Go, 
and gather the elders of Iſrael together, he heads of their 
tribes, and fay unto them, The LORD God of your fa. 
thers, the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob, 
appeared unto me, ſaying, I have ſurely viſited you, 

17 and I ſeen] that which is done to you in Egypt: And] 

have ſaid, I will bring you up out of the affliction of 
Egypt unto the land of the Canaanites, and the Hit. 
tites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 

Hivites, and the Jebuſites, unto a land flowing with 

18 milk and honey. And they ſhall hearken to thy 
voice; this was a great encouragement to him: and thou 
| ſhalt come, thou and the elders of Iſrael, unto the king 

of Egypt, and ye ſhall fay unto him, The Lorp God 
of the Hebrews hath met with us: and now let us go, 

we beſeech thee, three days? journey into the wilderneſs, 
that we may ſacrifice to the LoxD our God. This was 
 @ prudent and modeſt demand. Their ſacrifices would be an 
abomination to the Egyptians, and would not be ſuffered 
among them ; therefore they aſked to go to Sinai, which was 
Juſt three one Journey, where wag might ſerve hits with 
leb. 
5 19 And I am fare that the king of Egypt will not let 
20 you go, no, not by a mighty hand.” And I will ſtretch 
out my hand, and {mite Egypt with all my wonders 
which I will do in the midſt thereof: and after that he 

21 will let you go. And J will give this people favour in 

the fight of the Egyptians: and it ſhall come to paſs, 

22 that, when ye go, ye ſhall not go empty: But every 

woman ſhall borrow, or requeſt,* of her neighbour, and 

of her that OO in Her houſe, Jewels of mn 
and 

N 75 ali upon xs, is our | God, we are called by his name, 

are his ſervants. KENNICOT T. | 

God's foreknowledge of this thi not len Pharaoh's guilt. 

Had Pharaoh granted this requeſt, they would probably have re- 

turned; but his refuſing this juſt 288 812 made his future 85612 

ment juſt and righteous, 


TW RENK1GOTT " fays, aſh, beg, or pray far. 
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an emblem o 
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4 jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye ſhall put [them] 


upon your ſons, and upon your daughters; and ye ſhall 
| _ the Egyptians, 


REFLECTIONS. 


IR ET us try to accommodate « our bh to whatever e 
| | , circumſtances God allots us. Moſes was the fon 
| of Pharaoh's daughter ; he was learned in all the knowledge 
| of the Egyptians, and yet was content with the humble life 
| of a ſhepherd. We ſee the wiſdom of God in all this: by 
| living at court, he was formed to buſineſs; by his retire- 
ment, bon. and devotion, he was formed to eminent 
| wiſdom and piety, and a great command of temper. Moſes 
had learned to ſubdue ambitious deſires, and to reſt con- 
| tented with his obſcurity; he followed the employment to 
| which God called him. A contempt of an honeſt calling 
| in thoſe who are well born, ſhows great pride, but neither 
ſenſe nor grace. If we keep to our callings, and are diligent 
| therein, we are likely to meet with God, as Moſes did; 
for he will meet thoſe that work righteouſneſs and put Y 
| their truſt in him. 
2. How lively an emblem. was | the burning buſh of the my 
| ſlate of the church! Many tires have been kindled to con- 
| ſume and deſtroy it, but it ſubſiſts to this day; and all is 
owing to he gou will of him that dwelt in the buſh. It was 
he church in Egypt, which was afflicted, but 
| not deſtroyed. The buſh is ſtill burning, as it were, but 
| is not conſumed, Let us adore the power that preſerves . ' 
| it, and that keeps his people. God is to none, but his 
| cnemies, a conſuming fire. His church ſhall never Periſh, 


| nor ſhall the gates of hell prevail againſt it. 


3. Let us learn reverence in all our Skis to Ba, 


| 7 ake thy ſhoes from off thy feet, was his command to Moſes. = 

Let us keep at an humble diſtance, So Solomon exhorts, 

| Eccles. v. I. Keep thy foot when thou poeſt to the houſe of God. 1 

No ground i is now holy; but we have a holy God to do 

| with, holy duties to be employed in, and holineſs becometh 

S bis bouſe ; he will be ſanfified by all them that draw nigh unto 

| tim, and by all the people he will be glor Wind He muſt be ap- 
Vor. * 2 = proached 


| 
j 
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proached with holy reverence, However this may be an 
emblem of the diſpenſation of the law, which was a diſpen. 
ſation of terror, yet the goſpel permits us to draw near wit) 

_ boldneſs and confidence, but {till with reverence and godly fear. (0. 
Nothing light, or trifling, ſhould be found in his preſence 
or worſhip ; every thing ſhould be grave and ſolemn. Gad 
is @ ſpirit, and they that worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit 
and in truth, | 5 Mt 2: 5 EE . 3 . 5 
43. Let us entertain a venerable idea of the great and 
glorious Jehovah, as the I AM, the ſelf-exiſtent Being, 
* who has life in himſelf, who is unoriginated, and ſelf-ſuf. WW 2 
F flicient. Adore him as eternal and immutable, the Father 
ok lights, who is from everlaſting to everlaſting ; who is, {MW 3 
* and was, and is to come, Let us rejoice that we have ſuch 
5 a God to do with, and make him our confidence and joy. 
i 5 5. We ſhould adore God's compaſſionate regard to his 
3 people, v. 7. 1 have ſurely ſcen the affliction of my people, which 
re in Egypt, and have heard their cry, by reaſon of their tajk- 
maſters, for I know their ſorrows. I have ſeen, 1 have ſeen; 
| have looked on till I could bear the fight no longer. God's 
'' people are ready to conclude, when afflictions are long and 
tedious, that he does not ſee, that he has forgotten to be gra- 
cious; but his eyes are ever on the righteous, and his ear i. 

open to their cry; in proper time he will come down and help 
them; he will not only deliver, but enrich them, like I{- 
rae]; give them all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things; will 
improve their virtues, and rectify their diſorders ; he will 
guide them by his counſel, and afterwards receive them to glory, 
Their ſecret ſorrows and groanings are known to him; their 
 mightieſt oppreſſors are not too hard for him, This ſhould 
comfort afflicted faints; and lead us to pray, that God 
would ariſe and help thoſe that are perſecuted and oppreſſ- 
ed; that he would ſtretch out his hand againſt their ene- 

| mies. His kindneſs to Iſrael manifeſts his mercy, and 
gives encouragement to his afflicted ſervants in all ages. 
ait on the Lord, then, be of good courage, and he ſhall ftrength- 
e thine heart; and tho the affliftions of the righteous are many, 
the Lord will deliver them out of them all. 
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"CHAP. Iv. 


Cod anſwers the objections of Moſes againſt going to Egypt to 


deliver Iſrael; his journey toward it; in which he meets 


| with Aaron, and delivers his meſſage to Iſrael. 5 
| 1 A ND Moſes anſwered and faid, But, behold, they 
1 will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: 
for they will ſay, The Lokp hath not appeared unto 
thee; how then ſhall I prove my divine miſſion to them? 
2 And the Loxp ſaid unto him, What [is] that in thine 
hand? conſider it well, and regard it attentively. And he 
| 3 ſaid, A rod, or ſhepherd's flaff. And he ſaid, Caſt it 


on the ground. And he caſt it on the ground, and it 


became a ſerpent, of a large and terrible kind, ſuch as that 


deſert abounds with,” and Moſes fled from before it. 


4 And the Loxp faid unto Moſes, Put forth thine hand, 
| and take it by the tail. And he put forth his hand, and 
caught hold of it, and it became a rod in his hand: and 

5 God ſaid, Thou ſhalt do this miracle, That they may be- 
lieve that the Loxp God of their fathers, the God of 


| Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob, 
- hath appeared-unto thee. oooh 


| 6 And the Logp gave him another ſign, and ſaid further- 


more unto him, Put now thine hand into thy boſom. 


And he put his hand into his boſom : and when he took 


7 it out, behold, his hand [was] leprous as ſnow. And 


he ſaid, Put thine hand into thy boſom again. And he 


put his hand into his boſom again; and plucked it out 
| of his boſom, and, behold, it was turned again as his 
$8 [other] fleſh.* And it ſhall come to paſs, if they will not 

believe thee, neither hearken to the voice of the firſt _ 

| fign, that they will believe the voice of the latter ſign. 
9 And it ſhall come to paſs, if they will not believe alſo 
_ theſe two ſigns, neither hearken unto thy voice, that 


D Or, as Dr. LigH F | oT thinks, with ſome | reaſon, A crocodile, 


| to whoſe devouring jaws the Hebrew infants had been expoſed. | 


To cleanſe and cure a leper, was reckoned the work of God 


alone; and this might be deſigned to teach him and them, that 
God can change things on a ſudden; and that the miracles Moſes 
mould work, were not done by any inherent power in himſelf, 
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thou ſhalt take of the water of the river, which they 
<orſhipped as @ god, and pour [it] upon the dry [land:] 
and the water which thou takeſt out of the river 10 

become blood upon the dry ¶ land: ] thou ſhalt work gli. 
miracle, if they are not convinced by the other two. — Moſ: 

Men raiſed a ſecond objection, taken from, his own inability, 

1 10 And Moſes ſaid unto the Lorp, O my Lord, I am! 

1 not eloquent, mot of a free and ready utterance, neither 

7 heretofore, nor ſince thou haft ſpoken unto thy ſer- 

= + vant, zhat is, ſince I have received thy commiſſion : but! 

—_-= [am] flow of ſpeech, and of a flow tongue. God 14 19 

== Il makes @ very grand reply : And the Lox faid unto him, 

” . Who hath made man's mouth? or who maketh th q 

dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or the blind? have no: 

12 I the Loxp? Now therefore go, and I will be with i 2c 
thy mouth, and teach thee what thou ſhalt ſay ; I will | 
ſuggeſt words, and make thee ſpeak ſuperior to all the oro. 
vers of the age. Nevertheleſs Moſes deſired to be excuſed; 
13 And he ſaid, O my Lok, ſend, I pray thee, by the 
and {of him whom] thou wilt ſend; ſuch an one as 
thou knoweſt to be filter for the employment than I om. 
14 This however was a poor excuſe: And the anger of the 
Lon was kindled againſt Moſes, for neglecting the di. 
Dine commiſſion, and he ſaid, [1s] not Aaron the Levite 
thy brother ? I know that he can ſpeak well; Aaron 
tongue, and thy head and heart, will make a complete am. 
baſſeder, (as Mr. Henry obſerves.) And alſo, behold, he 
cometh forth to meet thee by my direction: and when he 
ſeeth thee, he will be glad in his heart to execute this 
' commiſſion. This was ſaid to reprove Moſes for his back: 
15 waraneſs, And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto him, and put 
words in his mouth; clearly inſtruct, and ſtricily chene 
5 faithfully to declare my words: and J will be with 
thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you 
16 what ye ſhall do. And he ſhall be thy ſpokeſman unto 
e the PRs: and he ſhall be, leven] ho ſhall be to the: 


inſtead 
2 Both FIC objections af Moſes are et perplexed in 
the Hebrew, and critics ſcarce know how to render it. In this 


erin" they are 50 natural, as > expreſling the perplexity of his 
| mn! | | 
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called the rod of God. 


And Moſes went and returned to Jethro his father in 
law, and ſaid unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and-- 
return unto my brethren which [are] in Egypt, and 
ſee whether they be yet alive. He dia not tell Fethro the 


great reaſon, leſt he ſhould have hindered him. And Jethro 
ſaid to Moſes, Go in peace. And the Lox faid 


_ unto Moſes in Midian, (his was @ ſecond appearance,” ) 
Go, return into Egypt: for all the men are dead which 


ſought thy life. Herein Moſes was & type of Chriſt, Mott. 
1. 20. And Moles, thus encoureged, took his wife nnd 


his ſons, and ſet them upon an als, and he returned to 
S the land of Egypt: and Moſes took the rod of God in 
| his hand, becauſe God had commanded him to carry it, and 
ao wonders with 70. 7 Pies zt cs honour 6d above the he ſeepire 
1 Pharaoh. = 
And the Las Grd unto Moſes, When thou goeſt to 5 
Þ return into Egypt, fee that thou do all thoſe wonders 
before Pharach which J have put in thine hand: but 
I will harden his heart, that he ſhall not let the people 
go: he hath wickedly hardened his heart againſt Iſtuel, for 
4 long time, and now, in righteous judement, T will harden 
And thou ſhalt ſay unto Pharaoh, Thus faith the 
| Lon, Iſrael [is] my fon, I have adopted him os mine, 
| [even] my firſt born; the firſt and only nation that I haue 
choſen for my peculiar people, and therefore not to be any 


longer ſubje# to thy commands: And I ſay unto thee, Let 


my fon go, that he may ſerve me: and if thou refuſe to 

let him go, behold, I will ſlay thy ſon, [evan] Ty: firſt 
born. This plague was afterwards inflifted," > 

And it came to to pals by the way in the 1 inn, where they 


1 ſtopped 


bo Moſes obey was &ill backend: to go 8 FRE of being 
ſlain there; but God aſlures him that his enemies were all dead. 
This was 4 further encouragement which he had not before. | 
But thou haſt refuſed to let him go. Samar. Pagel 

4 The whole meſſage is very grand and aw ful; menacing the 
proud Proven with infinitely ſuperior authority. ee | 


E K 6 5 U 8. Iv. 237 
inſtead of a mouth, 10 deliver thy commands to Pharacls 
and thou ſhalt be to him inſtead of God, to direct and 


enjoin him what to ſay, And thou ſhalt take this rod in 
thine hand, wherewith thou ſhalt do ſigns. Hence it was. 
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ſtopped to reſt all night, that the Lozp met him, appear. 
eld to him in ſome viſible ſhape, and ſought, by ſhowing hin. 
ſelf in ſome threatening poſture, to kill him, for neglecting u 
circumciſe his ſon; which was probably done in compliant i. 
: 25 with his wife's humour." Then Zipporah, by the order if 
Moſes, took a ſharp ſtone, or knife made of flint, and cut ¶ ab) 
off the foreſkin of her ſon, and caſt [it] at his feet in ; Ml (er 
vage, and ſaid, Surely a bloody huſband Cart] thou to ber 
26 me, becauſe he inf Ned on the child's being circumciſed. So ab 
be, hat is, the angel, let him, namely, Moſes, go: then g 
the ſaid, A bloody huſband [thou art,] becauſe of the m 
; circumciſion. 1 
27 And the Loxp 11d to Aa Go into the wilderne 
to meet Moſes. And he went, and met him in the 
28 mount of God, and kiſſed him.? And Moſes receives 
im with great aſfecrion, and told Aaron all the words of 
the Loxp who had ſent him, and all the ſigns which 
EE; he had commanded him. 

29 And Moſes and Aaron went ad gathered e 
30 all the elders of the children of Iſrael : And Aaron ſpake 
aall the words which the Loxp had ſpoken unto Moſes, 

and did the ſigns in the fight of the people, as God c. 
dered, v. 16. And the people received them and their 
meſſage with a ſuitable diſpoſition, and believed : and when 
they heard that the Loxp had viſited the children of If. 
rae, had thus appeared to them, and promiſed to deliver then, 
and that he had looked upon their affliction, then they 

| bowed their heads and worſhipped, in token of their gro. 
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REFLECT: 


& This was a "erent peolot in „ and, as he was going in 

a public character, would be a reproach to him and his family. 

| Others render it, So he, that is, Moſes, let her go; ſent her 

| 5 to her father; it was not proper ſhe ſhould accompany. him 

with ſuch a turbulent temper; and that this was the caſe, 1s pro- 
bable from ch. xviii. 2. 

This plain and expreſs ovalitics to 1 Aire sing him to 

the time and place where he ſhould meet Moſes, wou!d en: 

, to confirm the faith of Moſes. a 
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REFLECTIONS. 


glect our duty, and diſtruſt God, it is criminal. God made 


| amidſt the imperfoctions of their ſpeech and addreſs. He 


are backward to ſpeak and act for him, when we have ſo 


our addreſs ſhould be mean, and our language not eloquent, 


: mouths of babes and ſucklings can perfect praiſe. 


| ſooner or later, appear for their deliverance. 
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"By, E are here encouraged to truſt in God to farnih 
us for the work to which he calls us: as he is 
able to ſtrengthen the faith and enliven the obedience of his 
ſervants. Let us not be diſcouraged from his ſervice, by a 
Cnſe of our own weakneſs, A madeſt ſelf diffidence is allow- 
able and commendable; but when it carries us ſo far as to ne- 


man's mouth, and gave him capacity. The conſideration of 
| this is a great comfort to private chriſtians, when they are 
called to Iead the devotions of their families, or more private 
religious ſocieties; and is alſo a great comfort to miniſters, 


can give us a mouth and wiſdom. God will take it ill if we 


| good a maſter to ſerve, ſo kind a mediator, ſo many pre- 
cious promiſes, and ſuch glorious rewards. If our hearts 5 
are ſincere, his ſpirit will help our infirmities; and then, tho? 


ue may truſt in him to give his bleſſing, who out of the 


2. God's children may depend upon it that he will de- 
fend their cauſe, and protect them in every circumſtance ; | 
for, as à father pitieth his children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that 
| fear him, Iſrael i is my ſon; I will not ſuffer him to be abuſed 
| or oppreſſed. God regards his children amidſt all their 
| ſorrows; he remembers their relation to him; and will, 5 


| 3. Thoſe who are employed for God, and are in con- 
| fpicuous ſtations, ſhould manage thenddives: and their fa. 
milies wiſely, God's anger againſt Moſes for neglecting = 
his duty, ſhould teach miniſters and heads of families to 
remove every thing that may be offenſive to him, and to 
practiſe diligently what he requires; not to ſet a bad exam 
ple, or give encouragement to ſin. It is a melancholy _ 
| thing, when the wives of ſuch hang heavy on the intereſt 
| of religion, and hinder the regular obſervance of divine 
= — ——ĩ— inſtitutions, | 


— —— — —_ 
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inſtitutions. Let heads of families, therefore, learn to rule 

their own houſes well, 
4. Learn with what temper we ſhould receive the pro. 
miles of deliverance in the goſpel, v. 3 1. And the People 
believed : and when they heard that the Lord had viſited th: 
children of Tjrael, and that he had looked upon their affiifiim, 
then they bowed their heads and worſhipped. Thus let us 
expreſs our gratitude to God, that he hath viſited and re- 
deemed his people; be ready to follow his directions, and 
Pee worthy the favours which he intends to beſtow upon 5 
Let us bleſs the Lord, who hath ſhowed us light and 8 


| i; and meet him in dhe . of righteouſneſs and 
obedience, - 


* 
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CHAP. v. {inthe and CHAP. vi : 


Moſes having delivered his meſſage to Iſrael, waits upon Phi. 
raoh. We have here the reception which Pharaoh gave th: 
meſſage from God; the further hardſhips the people endured: 
end their remonſtrances to Pharaoh and Moſes. 


N D afterward Moſes and Aaron, and the ler: „ | 
: Iſrael with them, as they were commanded, ch. iii. 
went in, and told Pharaoh, Thus faith the Loxp God 
of lirael, Let my people go, that they may hold a feaſt 
_ unto me in the wilderneſs, that is, a feaſt upon a act e. 
2 And Pharaoh. made a moſt impious and inſolent reply, aud 
ſaid, Who [is] the Lox, that I ſhould obey his voice to 
| a Iſracl go? T know not the Lorp, neither will 1 let 
23 Ifrael go.? And they ſaid, This is no ſcheme or contrivance 
f our own, for the God of the Hebrews lath met with 
us, hath appeared to us and given us a command to do ſo; 
therefore let us go, we pray thee, cies days* journey 
into the deſert, and ſacrifice 1 unto the Logp our _ 


„ Pharach Wee * was it le or local God of Iſrael, 
and concluded, that ſince he was not able to prevent their being 
in ſubjeQtion to Egypt, there was no danger to be apprehende« 
from him, This was an impious ſpeech, even upon his own prin: 
ceiples, for the heathens thought it a neceſſary duty to treat th 
gods of their neighbours with great reverence, 


leſt he fall upon us with pelle or with the ſword; 
left he be angry and deſtroy us, and then you will loſe the 


among the reſt, tho you take upon you to r. hbreſont others, 
5 And Pharaoh ſaid, Behold, the people of the land now 
fare] many, and ye make them reſt from their bur- 


impertinent applications” =_ 
6 And Pharaoh commanded the ſame day the taſk- 
maſters of the people, and their officers, 1/raclites coho 
more give the people ſtraw to make brick, as hereto- 


_ with: let them go and gather ſtraw for themſelves. 


theſe men ſay unto them. 


have 


i It ib alſo intimate, that as God o puniſh them if : 


they did not go, io he would alſo puniſh Pharaoh if he did not 


ſutfer them to go. There is a decency and ſpirit in dis ad- 
| dreſs, beyond W hat commentators have taken notice of, bat it had 


no good effect. 


* 0/D 0:97 900 


4 benefit of our labour. And the king of Egypt ſaid unto 
them, Wherefore do ye, Moſes and Aaron, let the peo- 
ple from their works? get you unto your burdens, 5011 


dens, and therefore I ſuſtain great damage by theſe your 


7 were employed under the taſt- maſters, ſaying, Ye ſhall no 
fore, to mingle with the clay, or rather, to burn the bricks 


A J And the tale of the bricks, which they did make here- 
tofore, ye ſhall lay upon them; ye ſhall not diminiſh 
| [aught] thereof: for they [be] idle, they have not work | 
enough, and their minds wander ; therefore they cry, ſay- 
9. ing, Let us go [and] ſacrifice to our God, Let there 

more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour 
therein; and let them not regard vain wound, and what 


10 And the taſk-maſters of the people went out, and 5 
their officers, and they ſpake to the people, ſayin „ 
11 Thus faith Pharaoh, I will not give you ſtraw. Go o 
get ye ſtraw where ye can find it: yet not aught of 

12 your work ſhall be diminiſhed. So the people were 

ſecattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to 

13 gather ſtubble inſtead of ſtraw. And the taſk- maſters 

haſted [them, ] ſaying, Fulfil your works, [your} daily 
14 taſks, as when there was ſtraw. And the officers of the _ 
children of Iſrael, which Pharaoh's taſk-maſters had ſet 

cover them, were beaten, [and] demanded,  Waeretore 
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batte ye not fulfilled your taſk in making brick both 
yeſterday and to day, as heretofore ? 


4 5 Then the officers of the children of Iſrael came 104 


cried unto Pharaoh, ſaying, Wherefore dealeſt thou 

16 thus with thy ſervants ? There is no ſtraw given unto 
thy ſervants, and they ſay to us, Make brick: and, he. 
hold, thy ſervants [ar e] beaten; but the fault [is] f in 
17 thine own people. But he ſaid, Ye [are] idle, [ye 


are! idle: therefore ye ſay, Let us go, [and] do ſacri. 


fice to the Logp.. This was a bitter ſarcaſm; when their 
hearts were broken with the extremities of their Iabours, the 


1 1 8 are taxed with idleneſs. He then ratiſies the command: Go 
therefore now, [and] work; for there ſhall no ſtraw be 


I 9 given you, yet ſhall ye deliver the tale of bricks. And 
the officers of the children of Iſrael did ſee [that] they 
| [were] in evil [caſe,] after it was ſaid, Ye ſhall not 
3 [aught] from your bricks of your daily taſk, 
And they met Moſes and Aaron, who ſtood in the 


5 8 waiting to know what ſucceſs they had met with, as 
21 they came forth from Pharaoh: And they faid unto 

them, in à violent paſſion, The Loxp look upon you, 
and judge; becauſe you have made our ſavour to be 
abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his 


ſervants, to put a ſword in their hand to ſlay us; you 


 bave been the cauſe of increaſing our burdens and puniſhment. 


They began to ſuſpect their divine commiſſion, and uſed God's 
TT in this cruel and outrageous manner. 
And Moſes returned unto the Loxp; he betook him. 
1 to ſome retired place, where he might pour out and preſent 
his own, and the people's diſtreſs unto God, and ſaid, with 


100 much heat, Lord, wherefore haſt thou [ſo] evil en- 


treated this people? why [is] it [that] thou haſt ſent 
23 me? For ſince I came to Pharaoh to ſpeak in thy name, 


he hath done evil to this people; neither haſt thou 
- Rwy thy people at all, as hou haſt promiſed. = 


Cn. VI. Then the Lox, pitying the warmth and 
| weakneſs of his fervent, ſaid unto Moſes, As thou canſt 
male 


k in thoſe days the ranef of. the 3 had acceſs to their 
prince 3 and their dien now was to nom whether it was Fr 


order or not. 
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mate nothing of Pharaoh, I will take him in hand, and humble © 


this proud prince; now ſhalt thou ſee what I will do to 


Pharaoh: for with a ſtrong hand ſhall he let them go, 
and with a ſtrong hand ſhall he drive them out of his 
land; he who now ſo inſolently refuſes to let them go, ſhall 
even be glad to drive them out of his land, N * the 


1 ferible aaa which 1 ſhall infor * him, 
R E F * E c T I 0 N . 


Þ E may obſerve that thoſe who do not ERS God. 

| are the perſons who refuſe to obey him, v. 2. 
| 2 Pharaoh ſaid, Who is the LORD, that I ſhould obey his 
wice to let Tjfrael go? I know not the L OR D, neither will I 
lt Ifrael go. While men are ignorant of God, and neglect 
his ſervice, they fay this, if not in words, yet by their 
actions. It is a fad thing to be ignorant of God: the more 
we know of him, the more we ſhall love him, and more 


cheerfully and ſteadily obey him. 


2. The diſpleaſure of God muſt be expected, where the 
known duties of his ſervice are omitted. If we neglect 
his worſhip in publick, in our families, or in ſecret, he 
will be Able, and we muſt expect to meet the tokens | 
of his anger. God is jealous of his honour, and will not 
ſuffer his creatures to negle& his work, The beſt ſecurity 
for his fevour, is 70 walk in all his ſatutes and ordinances 2 


| blameleſs. 


3. God often brings his pole into extremities, that be 5 
may magnify his mercy in their extraordinary deliverance. 
Perſecutions are often moſt extreme, when liberty is near. 
Thus God manifeſts his power and juftice over his enemies, 
and his favour and mercy to his friends. Deliverance is 
neareſt when difficulties are greateſt, for then their deſires _ 
of deliverance are moſt. earneſt, and they Per: the 1 5 . 


E 80 upon * 


It is no new thing for . minded 1 men to charge 5 


. 8 with idleneſs; Ze are idle. Luther tells us, he 


once heard a great man ſay, They muſt needs be idle 
* fellows who are ſo much taken up with the buſineſs of 


religion.“ Any thing ſeems proper work to a carnal 
VV mind. 
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deeliverance, but, becauſe it did not come at the time they 
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mind, but God's ſervice; nothing is ſuperfluous to they, 


but religious duties; tho' true religion will make a man "= 
diligent in his buſineſs. Induftry is a duty which we owe Bl #© 
to God, to our families, and to the publick ; and religious 2m 
daties ſhould be ſo timed as not to interfere with worldly 1 
buſineſs; and this may eaſily be done: but any time tha: Wo 
= ll ſeparated for religious purpoſes, is apt to be reckoned 7 
Joſt time by men of the world. Yet let ſuch remember, 1 
that if a man be ever ſo diligent in worldly buſineſs, if he 4 
riſe up early, and fit up late, and eat the bread of ſorrows, and 
at the ſame time neglect religion, he will be condemned at 5 | 
laſt os a flothful ſervant. 5 
5. How ready are men in affliction to quarrel with thier 

beſt friends! Moſes and Aaron promiſed the Iſraelites 0 


expected, they were inſulted and abuſed by them. Per- 


ſions in affliction often cenſure their beſt friends ; but let us 


9 aſpect among thoſe to whom they are ſent. The officers 


his promiſes, and then they may hope that in his good 


guard againſt this temper. Iſrael never needed the pity 
and prayers of Moſes and Aaron fo much, as when they 7 
were quarrelling with them and reproaching them. 
6. Thoſe whom God calls to publick ſervices muſt ſeek 
their comfort in him, when things wear a diſcouraging 


inſulted Moſes, and Moſes returned to the Lord, when 

. diſappointed in his attempts of ſervice. Thus ſhould miniſ- | 
ters and chriſtian parents do; lay the caſe before God, plead 
before him their fincere, tho feeble endeavours; plead 


time things will take a more favourable turn, However, 

_ tho? they labour in vain, and ſpend their ſtrength for nought, 

this is their comfort, that their Work 1s with the Lord, and 
: their JE” wit their God. bon 


6＋«ͤ 


CHAD VI. 5 
God renews his promiſes to Iſrael by by Moſes , and encourages hin 
in his addreſſes to Hem and to Pharaoh. | : v 
N D God ſpake unto Moſes, and ſaid unto = | t 
a ſam] the Loxo: And I appeared unto Abraham, W ; 
= unto Iſaac, and unto 789 by 88 name of] God Al- 
might) 5 
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mighty, and diſplayed to them my great power, but by 


my name JEHOV AH was I not known to them; that 
is, he had diſplayed his almighty power, but not his immu- 


lability and faithfulneſs to his promiſes, which the word 


Jehovah principally ſignifies, He had promiſed many things 


10% Abrahom, Iſaac, and Jacob, and now they ſhall ſee 


them accompl. ſhed, and perceive the name fehovah as 


fully anſwered in all its import. See Tjaiah lii. 5, 6. 
4 And I have alſo eſtabliſhed my covenant with them, 


to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their 
5 pilgrimage, wherein they were ſtrangers. And I have 

alſo heard the groaning of the children of Iſrael, whom 

the Egyptians keep in bondage; and I have remem- 
6 bered my covenant, Wherefore ſay unto the children 


of Iſrael, I ſam] the Loxp, and I will bring you out 
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will 
rid you out of their bondage, and I will redeem you 


with a ſtretched out arm, with great power, and with 


great judgments, which I will inflict upon them: And 


I will take you to me for a people, under mine own im- 


mediate government, and you ſhall know and ſerve me, and 


enjoy all manner of temporal and ſpiritual bleſſings, and 1 


will be to you a God: and ye ſhall know that I [am] 


the Lok D your God, which bringeth you out from un- 


g der the burdens of the Egyptians. And I will bring 


you in unto the land, concerning the which I did ſwear 


to give it to Abraham, to Iſaac, and to Jacob; and I 
will give it you for an heritage: I [am] the Loxb, 


and therefore have authority to diſpoſe of lands and king- 
dom as 1 pleaſe, and Will Fairhfull grve you what [ have 


promiſed. 


* And Moſes ſpake 0 unto the children of Iſrael: but 


1 But my. name Telovah I did 10 make nan TY to thaw: Res- | 

It appears ſrom many paſſages in Geneſis, and parti- 
cularly from cap. xxii. 14. that the name Jehovah was known 
to them, tho' they might not underſtand its full import. But if 


NICOT'T, 


we only change the pointing, and read the pailage with an in- 


terrogation, it removes the difficulty ; : Did not I appear to Abraham ; 
by the name of God nigh, aud 9 " name Jehovah was 1 net 


known to them? 


\ 


13z3 And the Logp ſpake unto Moſes and unto Aaron, and 


2 19 hath ! an hundred 8 and three Fours, And 


_ was reckoned a blemith : ſo that any thing which had a blemiſch, 


Ne bad a blemiſh or defect in his ſpeech, and was therefore un; able 


WW SOUL OV. 


they hearkened not unto Moſes for anguiſh of ſpirit, and 
for cruel bondage; they could neither mind what he ſaid, 
nor believe any thing concerning their deliverance, Judging it 
lo be impoſſible. 
Ad Moſes went to the place where he uſed to conver: 
10 with God, And the Lozp ſpake unto Moſes, faying, 
' 11 Gonn, ſpeak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let 
42 the children of Iſrael go out of his land. And Moſes 
ſpake before the Lob, ſaying, Behold, the children 
of Iſrael have not hearkened unto me; how then ſhall 
Pharaoh hear me, who [am] of uncircumciſed lips?“ 


gave them a charge unto the children of Iſrael, and 
unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children 
of Iſrael out of the land of * , ee Joliows the 
._ oy of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi. 
"Theſe [be] the heads of their fathers houſes : the 

* Jos of Reuben the firſt born of Iſrael ; Hanoch, and 
Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: theſe Le the families of 

| Reuben. e : 
And the ſons of . ; e 0 Jamin, ad 

" Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the fon of a 

- Canaanitiſh woman: theſe [are] the families of Simeon. 
Moſes having juſt mentioned theſe, enlarges on the tribe or 

_ genealogy of Levi, from whom he himſelf was deſcended, and 
tms was the more neceſſary, as he was a foundling, f 
16 And theſe [are] the names of the ſons of Levi ac- 
0 cording to their generations; Gerſhon, and Kohath, 
and Merari: and the years of the life of Levi (were 
5 17 an hundred thirty and ſeven years. The {ons of Ger- 

ſimon; Libni, and Shimi, according to their families. 
18 And the ſons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, and 
Hebron, and Uzziel: and the years of the life of Ko- 


the 


m eee being a SS 1 God's 1 uncircumciſion 


natural or moral, was called uncircumciſed. Moſes ple ads, that he 


to ſpeak in a preyarhng manner. Nevertheleſs God Con ar, med 0 


ae . 
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the ſons of Merari ; Mahali, and Muſhi: theſe [are] 


the families of Levi according to their generations, i 


0 And Amram took him Jochebed his father's ſiſter, or 


| kinſwoman, to wife; and ſhe bare him Aaron and 
Moſes, and Miriam (ſee Numb. xxvi. 59.): and the years 
of the life of Amram [were] an hundred and thirty and 
11 ſeven years. And the ſons of Izhar; Korah, and 
12 Nepheg, and Zithri. And the ſons of Uzziel ; Miſhael, - 
23 and Elzaphan, and Zithri. And Aaron took him 
Eliſheba, or Eliſabeth, daughter of Amminadab, ſiſter 
of Naaſhon, to wife; and ſhe bare him Nadab, and 
24 Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. And the ſons of Ko- 
rah; Aſſir, and Elkanah, and Abiaſaph: theſe [are] the 
25 Aamilics of the Korhites. And Eleazar Aaron's ſon took 
him [one] of the daughters of Putiel to wife; and ſhe 


bare him Phinehas: theſe [are] the heads of the fathers 
_ cording to their armies, or numerous families, which went 
_ Egypt: theſe [are] that Moſes and Aaron, 
_ of uncircumciſed lips, and how ſhall Pharaoh hearken 


5 #u make way for + what N in the next chapter. 


REFLECTIONS. 


26 of the Levites according to their families. Theſe [are] 
that Aaron and Moſes, to whom the Logo ſaid, Bring 
out the children of Iſrael from the land of Egypt ac. 


out of Egypt like ſeveral armies in military order, and with 
27 great power. Theſe [are] they which ſpake to Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, to bring out the children of Iſrael 


And it came to paſs on the day [when] the Lord 
5 ſpake unto Moſes in the land of Egypt, That the Logo 

| ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, I [am] the Loxp : ſpeak 
thou unto Pharaoh king of Egypt all that I fay unto _ 
zo thee. And Moſes faid before the Logp, Behold, I [am] 


unto me? Moſes reports what paſſed between him and God, 


H OSE. who own God's dominion, and truſt his ” 
all. ſufficiency, ſhall experience his fidelity to his 


promiſes. Abraham believed him as E Shaddai, a God 
all- -powerſy?s or all. ſufficient, and alſo found him JEHovan, 


2 faith 


: 

| 

10 
bh 
| 
is 
5 


ug 
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a faithful God, the fulfiller of his promiſes. He will always 
prove himſelf to be what he has declared, and will not 

ö ſuffer his people to be diſappointed. | 

2. God will faithfully remember his covenant, tho? he 

: may ſeem to forget it; tho? his people think he forgets | It, 

becauſe deliverance is delayed, yet he is ever mindful of bis 

promiſes. Thoſe who truſt him, and wait on him, thall 


always find that it is indeed fo . 


3. God can add energy to worthleſs. lips, and mike 
them triumph over all oppoſition. Miniſters are too ready 
5 adopt the words of Moſes, If Iſrael, to whom I am ſent, 
will not hear, how then ſhall Pharaoh? If chriſtians are 
perverſe, haughty, and diſobedient, how ſhall we deal with 


- the openly profane? But God can make his ſtrength perfect 


in our weakneſs when he Bes a commiſſion, we may 


5 hope for ſucceſs. 


4. The afflictions of God's people may be ſo many, that 


his conſolations may appear ſmall. When their hearts are 
oppreſſed with grief and concern they ſee not their own 
_ comforts, and a veil is ſpread over the promiſes. This is 
often owing to diſcontent and fretfulneſs; and then men 


: may thank themſelves if they taſte not the pleaſures of re- 
gion. I is good for a man to hope, and quietly wait for the 


ſelvation of God. If it be long delayed, and afflictions are 


cContinued, let it be our 9 0p Prayer, Lord, 1 believe, bei 
T7 thou w unbelief. 


CHAP. vi. 


— In this chatter the plagues of E - be gin, "hich exhibit an 
awful inſtance of the power of God, end yes that when be 


e he will overcome. 


4 + divine power, to repreſent me, 10 ſpeak in my name, id 


* power Hal be with thee: * and Aaron thy my 
all 


1 Moſ 5 Was 2 hd by culo; , the viceroy, or deputy, | 0 
| the "only: . and true God. 


A ND the LORD ſaid unto Moles, _ T bane! 
made thee a god to Pharaoh ; clothed thee with 
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ſhall be thy prophet, thy ſpokeſman, a repreſentative to my 


2 repreſentative? Thou ſhalt ſpeak all that I command 
_ thee: and Aaron thy brother ſhall ſpeak unto Pharaoh, 
z that he ſend the children of Iſrael out of his land. And, 

or, nevertheleſs, 1 will harden Pharaoh's heart, /mce he 


hath hardened his own heart againſt me and Tjrael fo long, 


now in judgment 1 will puniſh him for it, and multiply my 
4 figns and my wonders in the land of Egypt. But Pha- 


raoch ſhall not hearken unto you, that I may lay my 1 


upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, [and] m 


people the children of Iſrael, out of the land of Fare 85 


by great judgments. Theſe were deſigned on the one fand, 


to bring Iſrael out; on the other, to puniſh the princes and 


people for their barbarous treatment of Iſrael, for their 
5 idolatry, and to make them ſee and own Fehovah, And 


the Egyptians ſhall know that I [am] the Lonp, and _ 


that it is in vain to contend with me, when I ſtretch forth 


mine hand upon Egypt, to flay their firſt born, and bring 
« out the children of Iſrael from among them. And 

Moſes and Aaron did as the Loxpd commanded them, 
ſo did they. An emphatical repetition, to ſhow their courage 


in attempting to do and ſay ſuch things to ſo great a monarch, 


in his own dominions ; and their h in the execution of ; 


all God's commands. 


7. And Moſes [was] 1 years ola * * Aaron ; 
füourſcore and three years old, when chey 5 0 unto . 


Pharaoh. 


8 And the Lond foaks unto Moſes and unto Aaron, TT 
-9 ſaying, When Pharaoh ſhall ſpeak unto you, faying, 
Show a miracle for you, that I may know You are re ſent | 
"Vol FE: „„ - LY of | 


» Moſes being a man er eee ei might be em- 
barraſſed in common converſation, and not have that readineſs 


of ſpeech which another, of far leſs abilities, might have. 


The age of Moſes is taken notice of, to ſhow that he had EY 

now a venerable aſpect, which would command reverence; that he 
had great experience, which rendered him fit for the troubleſome 
ſcenes he was to engage in; and that he would not be ſo apt 

be under the power of fancy, as younger 5 

perſons would be. We may obſerve here, that all the plagues 
of Egypt did not laſt more than one year; he was now eighty, | 
he died at one hundred and twenty, and they were forty years 


to invent things, and 


in the wilderneſs, 


_— — "© Me tl 
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„% God:® then thou ſhalt ſay unto Aaron, Take thy 
rod, and caſt [it] before Pharaoh, [and] it ſhall become 


11 


fach alſo called the wiſe men, or philoſophers, and the 
ſorcerers: now the mapicians of Egypt,* they alſo dig 


Pharaoh's heart being hardened, he might make his plagys; 
wonderful; and that Moſes might triumph over them at 4 
> BT: 
came ſerpents: but Aaron's rod, the dragon into which 
is rod was turned, ſwallowed up their rods; to ſhow that 
the power, whereby Moſes and Aaron had wrought their 
miracles, was far above that, whereby the magicians had 
 wwrought theirs, and was alſo an emblem of their power 


e hearkened not unto them; * as the Lonp had faid, 
— hap. 8 


15 


- OR ſhalt thou take in thins hand, to Arik Pharaol,; 


4 It was ate to | the common ſenſe af mankind, to expedl, 
"es if God had ſent a perſon on an extraordinary embaſy, he 
| ſhould work a miracle, to prove his divine mifſion, 

A large dragon or crococile, to intimate, that he would make 


racoh, and they did ſo as the Log D had commanded: 
and Amon caſt down his rod before Pharaoh, and he. 


_unto Pharaoh i in the morning; lo, he goeth out unto 
the water: and thou ſhalt ſtand by the river's brink 


E XO D U s. vn. 


—_—_ 


a ſerpent. 7 And Moſes and Aaron went in unto Pha. 
fore his ſervants, and it became a ſerpent. Then Pha. 


in like manner with their enchantments. God ſuffered 
them to do ſo, either in reality, or by ſome deception, tha! 


For they caſt down every man his rod, and they be. 


being deſtroyed. And he hardened Pharaoh's heart, that 


And the Lots faid unto Moſte, Pharaoh's heart (i) 
hardened, he refuſeth to let the people go. Get thee 


againſt he come: and the rod which was turned to a 


mind 


w 


the rod of Moſes a terrible ſcourge. This emblem was exceeding 
pPtoper, among a people who dealt ſo much in Hieroglyphics. 
| ® Theſe were perſons who pretended to have commerce with 
| demons or evil ſpirits; che A Faul calls them Janne and 
FJambres, 2 Tim. 111. 8. 


in 


| againſt which Pharaoh hardened himſelf, and it was ſuffered as 4 
judgment to him. 
 ® Moſes was probably forbid. the court, and therefore God x 


Tt The Hebrew is, And the have of e ab. hardened, aa „ 


v. 22. This was one of the methods of God's providence, o! 


ordered him to meet Pharaoh at the river, where he went in _ had 
morning to / worm: i, as was weir cuſtom. . drir 
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16 mind more power full . And thou ſhalt ſay unto | him, 5 
The Lorp God of the Hebrews hath ſent me unto 
thee, ſaying, Let my people go, that they may ſerve _ 
me in the wilderneſs: and, behold, hitherto thou 
| wouldft not hear. It was a great mercy in Gad to ſend 
fuch a meſſage, after he had been ſo obſtinate and hardened. 
17 Thus faith the Lorp, In this thou ſhalt know that Þ 


lam! the Loxp : behold, I will ſmite with the rod that 


lis] in mine hand upon the waters which [are] in the 
18 river,” and they ſhall be turned to blood. And the 


fiſh that [is] in the river ſhall die, and the river ſhall 
ſtink; and the Egyptians ſhall lothe to drink of the 
water "of the river? 
19 And the Logp phe unto Moſes, Say unto Aaron, 
Take thy rod, an 
waters of Egypt, upon their ſtreams, upon their rivers, 


and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of 
water, that they may become blood; and [that] there 
may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both 

20 in [veſſels of] wood, and in [veſſels of] ſtone. And 
Moſes and Aaron did ſo as the Lox commanded; and 

he lifted up the rod, and ſmote the waters that [were] EE, 
in the river, in the fight of Pharaoh, and in the fight 

2 of his ſervants; and all the waters that eee] 3 in the by 
river, were turned to blood. 
1 And the fiſh that was] in ther river died; and the | 
river ſtank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the 
water of the river: and there was blood eee 5 


: all the land of Egypt. 5 


2 And the magicians of Egypt did fo with their en- 8 
chantments, in ſome other places where the water was not 
changed; but this only increaſed their plague, and made Pha. 
Tak the more obſtinate; and Pharaoh's heart was harden- 
1 ed, neither did he Hoarken, unto them; 3 as the Loa — 
Es „„ had 


50 This is a ds form of ſpeech, Moſes : was as a God 


to Pharaoh ; he ſpeaks as Jehovah, I will [mite the waters. whick 


are in the river, a branch of the Nile, or a cut from it, to water 


their ground, and fill their pools. 


* How righteous and terrible was this e Here they 


ad murdered the Hebrew children, and now, they have blood to 
drink; their chief dainties were deſtroyed, and they were made 
to lobe . which ey worlkipped . as a God, . 


ſtretch out thine hand upon the 5 
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5 had ſaid. And Pharaoh turned and went into "IN houf- 


; 24 regarded not, nor was properly affected with it. And al 


23 preſent neceffity. And ſeven days were fulfilled, after 


and inanimate into living bodies, and changes them again. 
How wonderful is his power ! and what madneſs is it for 
” anys even the greateſt men, to contend with him! 


neither did he ſet his heart to this alſo; his proud heart 


the Egyptians digged round about the river for water 
to drink; for they could not drink of the water of the 


river; and they probably found ſome ſmall quantity for ti 


that the Lond had ſmitten the river: But during this 
time, Pharaoh was not humbled ; and after this, God Pro. 
bably removed that Plague, to nale way for another. 


REFLECTIONS. 3 
k. T us adore the almighty power & God i in i tha 


remarkable change. He turns water into blood, 


2. God knows how to overrule the hardneſs and ob- 


. Kinacy of men's hearts, to ſerve the purpoſes of his own 
glory. He overruled Pharaoh's obſtinacy, that he 1555 
make himſelf known to Iſrael, as the faithful God; 


Egypt, as the only true God; the almighty, irreſiſtible King: 


and to make way for the deliverance of Iſrael : thus he cas. 


5 the wrath and the pride of man to praiſe him. 


3. God foreſees the excuſes ſinners will make, and pro- 
vides a proper anſwer to them. Pharaoh will ſay, Show me o 


miracle. Sinners will plead in their own excuſe, what they 

| retain in their hearts; but God directs his ambaſſadors 

to give proper replies. He has in his word furniſhed 

anſwers to theſe pleas; and it is the buſineſs of miniſters to 

ſtudy that word, and human nature too, that they maj 
- know how to diſcharge their duty. 


4. God ſometimes honours the add a age a. ks * 


wants with diſtinguiſhed uſefulneſs, Thus he did with re. 


gard to Moſes and Aaron, when they perhaps began to 


think their days of ſervice over; thus he puts an honour 
upon aged piety. Days ſhall ſpeak, and multitude of years 


2 teach knowledge. When God is pleaſed to preſerve the 
lenſes and 2 s aged chriſtians ſhould be willing to be 
- employes 


£3 0D-U SUE -oqrs- 


employed for God; ſhowing to the generations to come the 


praiſes of the Lord, and his frrength, and his wonderful works 


that he hath done. 


5. Sinners are but hurting therſetves, when rebelling 


zoainft the divine revelation and command. Pharaoh, by 


his obſtinacy, only made his plagues more wonderful: he 
had better have ſubmitted at once. He thought his ma- 
gicians could do wonders, and would not let Iſrael go, even 
when he ſaw the magicians overpowered. God's hand will 


be ſtretched out till the finner is humbled, for none ever 
hardened himſelf againſt God, and proſpered. YG, 
6, God, in the midſt of judgment, We mercy : 


during the ſeven days while the water was turned into blood, 


ſome water was to be found by digging pits. He does not 


lt forth all his wrath, but has compaſſion for a people, 


while he puniſhes them for their fins. And has he ſuch 


compaſſion for his enemies ? happy then are all his friends; . 


ble me are all 1 that 28 their 1 in him! FED, 


** 


CHAP. vil. 


In this chapter we + have an account of three more plagues, the e 


Frogs, the lice, and the flies, 


hardened his heart. 
5 And the Loo ſpake unto Moſes, Say unto Aaron, 


Stretch forth thine hand with ay rod over the ſtreams, 


W 3 3 


ND the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, Go unto Pha - 
rach, and ſay unto him, Thus faith the LoRD, 

2 Let my people go, that they may ſerve me. And if 

thou refuſe to let [them] go, behold, I will ſmite all 

3 thy borders with frogs : And the river ſhall bring forth 
frogs abundantly, which ſhall go up and come into 

| thine houſe, and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy 
bed, and into the houſe of thy ſervants, and upon thy 

people, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading- 

4 troughs: And the frogs ſhall come up both on thee, 

and upon thy people, and upon all thy ſervants. Moſes 
gives him fair warning, tells him what the plague ſhall be, 
and how dreadful to hampelf and all his beople; . he Bill : 
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| 7 land of Egypt.” And the magicians did ſo with their 
8 Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron, and 


7 9 And Moſes ſaid unto Pharaoh, Glory over me : when 


10 And he ſaid, To-morrgw, He <was ſo loth to be beholder 


11 our God, And the frogs ſhall depart from thee, and 


12 people; they ſnall remain in the river only. And 


314 * O D US. VII. 


over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cauſe frogs to 

6 come up upon the land of Egypt. And Aaron ſtretch. 
ed out his hand over the waters of Egypt; and the 
frogs came up in immenſe quantities, and covered the 


enchantments, and brought up frogs upon the land of 


Egypt. God ſuffered them to do this; but they Were ? not 
alle to deſtroy them, nor ſend them away.“ 


ſaid, Intreat the Logo, that he may take away the frogs 
from me, and from my people; and I will let the 
people go, that they may do ſacrifice unto the Lonp. 


| ſhall I intreat for thee, and for thy ſervants, and for 
thy people, to deſtroy the frogs from thee and thy 
houſes, [that] they may remain in the river only? 4; 
if he had ſaid, Preſcribe Your own time when it ſhall be done, 
that you may know it is the mighty work of God, and not by 
chance, or any natural means, that the frogs are deſtroyed, 


10 God or Moſes, that he choſe rather to endure the plague 
Lill next day, to fee whether it might not go away of itjel|, 
And he ſaid, [Be it] according to thy word: that thou 
mayeſt know, that [there is] none like unto the Lok 


from thy houſes, and from thy ſervants, and from thy 


Moſes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : and Moſes 
_ cried unto the LoR Dp becauſe of the frogs which he had 


: 13 brought againſt Pharaoh. And the Log did accord- 


8 to > the word of Moſes ; and the frogs died out of 
| core, oe 
7 This was a fad . as it was naar 404 general, The 


creatures were offenſive to the fight and ſmell, made a very i 
gagreeable noiſe, came upon their perſons, hindered their baking, 

and made their food loathſome. It was a plague that fell heavier 

on Pharaoh than the former. P/alm cv. 30. they came in abundant 


te the chambers of the king : No art could deſtroy them, or keep 
| them out. 


* At Pharach's. OBEY they aided: ſome of hole divina- 


tions, and God gave. them "ſucceſs, contrary to their own expec- 


| tations. Thus they increaſed the a ad. nene Pharaoh, 
but could not remove the frogs. 
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the houſes, out of the villages, and out of the fields. 
14 And they gathered them together upon heaps : and the 


land ſtank. This was a further rebuke to the Egyptians. 


15 But when Pharaoh ſaw that there was reſpite, he har- - 
dened his heart, and hearkened not unto chem; as the 


1 had ſaid. 


And the Loxp faid unto Moſes, 807 unto A0 

: " out thy rod, and ſmite the duſt of the land, 
that it may become lice throughout all the land of . 
7 Egypt. And they did ſo; for Aaron ſtretched out 
his hand with his rod, and ſmote the duſt of the earth, 
and it became lice in man, and in beaſt; all the duſt of 


the land, hat is, the duſt in every part of the land, be- 


came lice throughout all the land of Egypt. Here was 
uo warning given, becauſe Pharaoh had been perfidious, and 
18 dealt treachierouſy. And the magicians did fo with their 
enchantments to bring forth lice, that is, ſmate the duſt, 
as Aaron had done, but they could not : ſo there were 
19 lice upon man and upon beaſt, Then the magicians 
ſaid unto Pharaoh, This [is] the finger of God, the im- 
_ mediate power and work of God: and Pharaoh's heart 
was hardened, and he hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lonp had aid; therefore this Plague ſeems 70 have been . 


e on man and beat. 


And the Lorp faid unto Moſes, Riſe up early i in 
1 morning, and ſtand before Pharaoh; lo, he cometh 


forth to the water; and ſay unto him, Thus faith the 


 Lorp, Let my people go, that they may ſerve me. 


21 Elſe, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold, 1 will 


ſend ſwarms [of flies,] mixed ſwarms of hornets, 209ſÞs, 
 gnats, and all kinds of troubleſome fies, ( Fſa. Ixxviii. 48.) 
upon thee, and upon thy ſervants, and upon thy people, 5 
and into thy houſes: and the houſes of the Egyptians 
ſhall be fall of ſwarms [of 4 and alſo the ground 
TE „ „meren 
8 „ There was Schlag more difficult in the producing lice than 
frogs, but God here truſtrated their counſellors, and made their 


diviners mad. Now the magicians owned a divine power was : 
preſent, and that it was above all the power of enchantment to 


do this thing; they probably referred to the other miracles as 


well as to this. It might have been expected that Pharach would 


now Rare relented, bur he a not. 


2s F K 8 5 U S. vir 


85 29 not 00 you far . 3 intreat for me. And Moſes, 
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22 whereon they [are. ] And I will ſever in that day the 
land of Goſhen, in which my people dwell, that ng 
ſwarms [of flies] ſhall be there; This was ſurprif ing, for 

| the air was open, and their motion ſwift ; there were much 
catile, and good food for inſects thore; but none could paſs the 
Sounds which God had preſcribed to them ; Iwill do thus, to 
the end thou mayeſt know that I ram) the Loxd in the 
midſt of the earth, and have the whole creation at my com. 


23 mand.” And ] will put a divifion between my people and 


| thy people: to-morrow ſhall this ſign be. He fixes the time, 
to ſhow that he had a divine commiſſion ; to give Pharao 
ſpace to repent; and convince him that it was not owing to 


24 any natural cauſes. And the Logp did ſo; and there came 


a grievous ſwarm [of flies] into the houſe of Pharaoh, 
and [into] his ſervants? houſes, and into all the land of 
Egypt: the land was corrupted by reaſon of the ſwarm 

| [of flies; the air was infected, and many of the Prop: 
Poiſoned or ſtung by them. Pſalm Ixxviii. 45. 


= 25 And Pharaoh began to relent, and he called for Moſes 


and for Aaron, and ſaid, Go ye, facrifice to your God 


in the land; ; You may ſacrifice to your God, but not go out of 
206 this land to & it, And Moſes gave a remarkable reaſon 


why they could not do ſo, and ſaid, It is not meet fo to do; 
for we ſhall ſacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians 

to the Loxp our God, thoſe animals which you worſhip as 
idols, and thus make them an abomination : lo, ſhall we 
facrifice the abomination of the Egyptians before their 


3 27 eyes, and will they not ſtone us ?* We will go three 
days? journey into the wilderneſs, and ſacrifice to 
228 the Lok p our God, as he ſhall command us. And 


Pharaoh faid, 1 will let you go, that ye may facrifice 
to the Loxp your God in the wilderneſs, only you ſhall 


VVV 
* The FS of Moſes was not as 1 in hk e God ſhowed 


that there was no virtue in the rod, and that he was not Coll 


fined to any particular mode of operation. 
© There was no law for doing this, bat. they would do it in 


a popular fury, A Roman in Egypt once killed a cat inadver- 


tently, upon which the people tumultoouſly met together, beſet 
the houſe, and killed the man, in ſpite of the king and princes 


who endeavoured to prevent It, This Bf Multrates what Mo- 
tes bens 7 35 


31 


32 


hd 


 fince the ſame almighty power can bring even worſe plagues 
40 than theſe. And Moſes went out from Pharaoh, and in- 


day before. 


2. See by what contemptible inſtruments God can ſcourge 

the proudeſt enemies: how eaſily he can bring ſwarms of 
frogs, lice, and flies; and thus caſt contempt upon princes. 

God hiſſeth for the flies and other animals, he calls them | 
forth with infinite eaſe; they are all at his controul. Ho- _ 
much reaſon have we to fear before him, who can make fuch 
ſmall, deſpicable creatures, the inſtruments of terrible ven- 1 
geance! who can make them trample upon, and conquer — 
the mightieſt of the ſons of men | Herod was deſtroyed 
by them; ſo were ſome other emperors and princes, of 


E OD US. VB, 17 [1 
having gained his conſent ſo far, agreed to intercede for him, — 
and ſaid, Behold, I go out from thee, and I will intreat 
the Lord that the ſwarms [of flies] may depart from 

Pharaoh, from his ſervants, and from his people, to- 
morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully any more 
in not letting the people go to ſacrifice to the LoRp, 


31 treated the Lord. And the Loxp did according to the 
word of Moſes; and he removed the ſwarms [of flies] 
from Pharaoh, from his ſervants, and from his people; 


32 there remained not one. And Pharaoh hardened his 
heart at this time alſo, continued obdurate, neither would 


he let the people go, notwithſtanding the promiſe he had 
made, and the warning he had received from Moſes only the 


1. XI7E may learn hence, the uncontrouled power of 


God over the creatures. He doeth according to 


is will, makes them inſtruments of mercy, or judgment. 
See what power he gave to Moſes, and to the magicians; 
and when he pleaſed he reſtrained it. He is the great 
God, and of great power; his underſtanding is infinite. k He 
overrules various orders of beings ; holds infernal ſpirits _ 
in his chains, and reſtraineth them when he pleaſeth, as 
_ eaſily as he does a frog or a fly. Who would not reverence 


| whom | =. 
, : ; | ö 5 Ps 5 5 : | N 3d Ts, > 
5 9 : e 4 


_w— = - 


. he mide; it the means of delivering Egypt. Moſes cried 
| unto the Lord, and intreated him, and he heard. Moſes 
compaſſionately prayed for this tyrannical prince, and God 
choſe to communicate his mercies in this way. He would 10 
have men pray always; and delights to ſee his ſervants 
| ſenſible of their dependance upon him. 


when they are extorted by divine judgments. This is an 
awful truth, remarkably illuſtrated in Pharaoh. When the 
judgment was removed, he forgot his promiſe; when the rod 
was gone, the conviction was gone, and he repented of his 


miſe, and vow; but ſuch impreſſions too frequently wear 
off: when there | 15 not a principle of religion in their ſouls, 
they will come to nothing. If the goodneſs of God does 
not lead men to repentance, his judgments ſeldom do it. 
The diſpoſition of the heart muſt be changed (as Mr. 
4 HENRY obſerves) by divine grace, or elſe, what melts 
in the ſun, will freeze in the ſhade.” Thus the pro- 


be not learn righteouſneſs : in the land of uprightneſs will he deal 
unjuſily, and will not behold the majeſty of the Lord. Iſa. xxvi. 
10. When he flew them, then they ſought him, and they re- 
turned and enquired early after God. Pſalm Ixxviii. 34. This | 
ſhows how careful and ſerious we ſhould be in making 7 
engagements, Jeſt we add treachery and deceit to our : 


other crimes, as Pharaoh did. 
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e e in hiſtory, Let all worſhip and reverence the 
| King of kings, againſt whom none can prevail, 


See what an honour God puts upon prayer, in that This 


4. Profeſſions of repentance are little to be regarded, 


repentance, In afflictions men will ſeek God early, and pro- 


phet obſerves, Let favour be ſhowed 70 the wicked, yet will 


5. How eafily can God preſerve his people i in times of 


| ne calamity ! He directs the motion of the meaneſt 
Creatures, or inſects; and when he makes the plagues of a 
ſinful people wonderful, he will hide his ſervants in the day 
of his anger. He knoweth them that are his, and will protec 
them, generally in this world, always in another. For hz 


eyes of the Lord run io and fro throughout the whole earth, to ch 


how himſelf fer og in N 7 9. 0 heart is purſe cr 


| | ty 
toward hum.” 8 8 
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CHAP. IX. 


This chapter contains an account of the mortality among the cat- 


tle; of the boils and bloins, and of the ſtorms of hail; which : 


2 


3 


were the fifth, fixth, and ſeventh plagues of Egypt. 


HE N the Lokrp ſaid unto Moies, Go in unto 
Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus faith the LoRD 

60d of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they 
may ſerve rae. For if thou refuſe to let [them] go, and 
wilt hold them ſtill, Behold, the hand of the Loxp, the 


extraordinary, immediate power of Cod, without any human 
means, (as ch. viii. 24.) is upon thy cattle which [is] in 


the field, upon the horſes, upon the aſſes, upon the 


camels, upon the oxen, and upon the ſheep, (which they 
kept for their milk and other uſes, tho not to kill, ch. vill. 
4 26.) [there ſhall be] a very grievous murrain. And the 


LorD ſhall ſever between the cattle of Iſrael and the 
cattle of Egypt: and there ſhall nothing die of all [that 


5 is] the children's of Iſrael, And the Loxp appointed 


a a ſet time, ſaying, To-morrow the Logp ſhall do this 


6 thing in the land. And the Loxp did that thing on the 


morrow, the plague was ſent as God had threatened, and 


all the cattle of Egypt died; ſome of all ſorts, for ſome 
were afterwards deſtroyed by the hail. This ſhowed the 
vanity of their idolatry, for they worſhipped ſome of theſe 
cattle as gods: but of the cattle of the children of Iſrael 
7 died not one. And Pharaoh ſent, and, behold, there 
was not one of the cattle of the Iſraelites dead. This 
was indeed wonderful, fince they breathed the fame air, and 


dran the ſame water as the Egyptian cattle, And the 


heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the 


people go, notwithſtanding this FRONT Provigence . 
_ their None: 


4 And 


0 A Nena . ads. en” man © Gould be ons 
the wiſelt of creatures, for no creature acts ſo fooliſhly; other 
creatures, when they have ſmarted once, will beware for the fu- 
ture, Man only is not weary of ſinning, but repeats it, tho' he 
mars” for it. This Was remarkably the caſe with. the > king: of. 
r = ; 


"3h 
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not to N my juſtice, &c. as it follows. in v. 16. 
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8 And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes and unto Au 
Take to you handfuls of aſhes of the furnace,* and let 
Moſes ſprinkle it toward the heaven in the fight of 
Pharaoh; zo note that this judgment came upon them in a 


9 ſpecial manner from God. And it ſhall become ſmall duſt 


in all the land of Egypt, and ſhall be a boil breaking 
forth [with] blains, or a burning kind of ulcers, which were 
incurable, ( Deut. xxviii. 27.) upon man and upon beaſt, 


10 throughout all the land of Egypt. And they took 


aſhes of the furnace, and ſtood before Pharaoh ; and 
Moſes ſprinkled it up toward heaven; and it became a 
| boil breaking forth [with] blains upon man, and upon 


I I beaſt : the affliction now came on their bodies. And the 


| magicians could not ſtand before Moſes becauſe of the 
| boils;* for the boil was upon the magicians, and upon 


12 all the Egyptians, And the Lord hardened the heart 


of Pharaoh, gave him up to the corruptions of his own 


heart, and he hearkened not unto them; as the Logo 
had ſpoken unto Moſes, 


= 13 And the Loxd ſaid anto Moſes Riſe up . in the 


morning, and ſtand before Pharaoh, and ſay unto him, 
Thus faith the Loxp God of the Hebrews, Let my 


14 people go, that they may ſerve me. For I will at this 


time ſend all my plagues which intended upon thine 
heart, they /hall fling thee to the heart, and upon thy ſer- 


vants, and upon thy people; that thou mayeſt know 
15 that [there is] none like me in all the earth. For now 
Iwill ſtretch out my hand, that I may ſmite thee and 


thy people with peſtilence; and thou ſhalt be cut off 


16 from the earth. And in Ou deed for this [cauſe] have 


1 raiſed 


* Fon _ oppreſſed hc Ilelites wich 1 in burning 


of brick, ſo now they are puniſhed with burning ſores, which 
came from alhes taken out of the furnace. 


f Till this time they continued with Pharaoh, probably en- 


deavouring to harden his heart, and to perſuade him it was all 


done by magic, and that they ſhould overcome Moſes at laſt ; but 


nom they retreated, and we hear no more of them, T Acir folh Was 
manifeſt to all men. See 2 Tim, iii. 


* It might be better rendered, 7 have Rrretched out my hand 15 
mite thee, and thou had/? been befare this cut of, that is, were i 


22 


" T 


rain were uncommon in Egypt; and the more dreadful, as it | 
would deſtroy the graſs and herbs, and fruits of the earth, 


24 ſhen was free from it. So there was hail, and fire mingled 


FTF 
I raiſed thee up, made thee king, and ſpared thy li ife, for to 


ſhow [in] thee my power; and that my name may be 
declared throughout all the earth; that the glory of my 
juſtice, power, and ſeverity, may be made more illuſtrious 
ors all the world, as a warning to incorrigible ſinners. 
17 As yetexalteſt thou thyſelf againſt my people, that thou 
18 wilt not let them Fo, Behold, 7 again ſolemnly warn 
thee, that to-morrow about this time I will cauſe it to 
rain a very grievous hail, ſuch as hath not been in 
Egypt fince the foundation thereof, even until now. 
19 Send therefore now, [and] gather thy cattle, and all 
that thou haſt in the field; [for upon] every man and 
beaſt which ſhall be found in the field, and ſhall not be 
brought home, the hail ſhall come down upon them, 
and they ſhall die. Thus God mixed mercy with judg- 
ment, gave them an opporiunity of ſaving their cattle, and _ 
20 ſome were ſo wiſe as to improve it; He that feared the 
word of the Loxp among the ſervants of Pharaoh 


made his ſervants and his cattle flee into the :ouſes : - 


21 And he that regarded not the word of the Lox left . 
his ſervants and his cattle in the field, and bh bid de- 
 fance to God and to Moſes. 55 


22 And the Loxp ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch forth thine : 


hand toward heaven, that there may be hail, not only in 
local | ſhowers, which is commonly the caſe with hail ſtorms, 

but in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beaſt, 
and upon every herb of the field, throughout the land 

of Egypt. This would be the more remarkable, as hail and 


23 And Moſes ftretched forth his rod toward heaven : and 
the Logo ſent thunder and lightning, and hail, and the 
Balls of fire ran along upon the ground; and the Loxp 
' rained hail upon the land of Egypt, but the land of G. 


with the hail, very grievous, ſuch as there was none 
xe it in all the land of Egypt fince it became a nation. 
25 And the hail ſmote throughout all the land of Egypt 
all that [was] in the field, both man and beaſt ; and the - 
hail ſmote every herb of the field and brake every * > 

| — 
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26 of the field. Only in the land of Goſhen, where the 
children of Iſrael [were, ] was there no hail. 

27 And Pharaoh ſent in great haſte, and called for Moſes 
and Aaron, and ſaid unto them, I have ſinned this 
time: the LORD lis] Tighteous, and I and my people 
[are] wicked. This acknowledgment and ſubmiſſion waz 
dDery juſt; but it only proceeded from fear, and had no effet 
28 on His oftinate heart, Intreat the Lox (for it is enough) 
Iwill not provoke him to inflift any more plagues upon me; 
thoſe which have been already inflifted ſhall ſuffice for your 
diſimiſſion; intreat him that there he no [more] mighty 
tthunderings and hail; and I will let you go, and ye 
29 ſhall ſtay no longer. And Moſes faid unto him, 
As ſoon as I am gone out of the city, I will ſpread 
abroad my hands unto the LoRx D; [and] the thunder 
ſhall ceaſe, neither ſhall their be any more hail ; that 
thou mayeſt know how that the earth [is] the Loxy's, 

- and that he can ſend or remove judgments when he pleaſes, 
30 But as for thee and thy ſervants, I know that ye will 
31 not yet fear the LoRD God. And the flax and the bat- 
ley was ſmitten: for the barley [was] in the ear, and 
the flax [was] bolled, he head began to appear above the 
32 ſtalk. But the wheat and the rye were not ſmitten: for 
1 33 they [were] not grown up. And Moſes, calm and ſe- 


cure amidſt all the ſtorm, went out of the city from Pha- 


rach, and ſpread abroad his hands unto the Logo ; and 


the thunders and hail ceaſed, and the rain was not pour- 


5 ed upon the earth. Thus Moſes prevailed with God to re- 
move the judgment, but could not prevail with Pharaoh 10 


0 34 keep his word. And when Pharaoh ſaw that the rain and 


the hail and the thunders were ceaſed, he ſinned yet 
38 more, and hardened his heart, he and his ſervants. And 


the heart of Pharaoh was hardened” neither would he 
let the children of Iſrael 905 5 the Loup had 98 


8 Moſes. 5 
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EXODUS. 1 — — 


REFLECTIONS. 


. TE learn how immutable God is in his ade, 


LORD God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may 


ſerve me. The fame meſſage is to be delivered; he will not 
take up with any thing but an exact compliance. He makes 


the ame demand on finners, ſends the ſame meſſage, time 
after time; Repent and be converted; except ye repent ye ſhall 


_ not your hearts. 


hail, thunder, and ſtorms, fulfil his word; he has ſtores of 
home; afflict them in their bodies, or in their cattle; afflict 


tyrants and perſecutors; if one plague will not humble 
them, he will ſend another. How eaſily can he deſtroy 


the land that the beaſts are conſumed; and when this is 


the caſe it becomes us 70 humble ourſelves unden God's 2 


ugly hand. 


3. We may obſerve to what's a rech les the heart 
of man is capable of being hardened. All Pharaoh's ex- 


cuſes were gone; the magicians were confounded ; a dif. 


tinction is made between the Iſraelites and the Egyptians; 


he knew all this, and yet hardened his heart, Could one : 


have thought that the human mind was capable of ſuch im- 
penitence ? Let us keep our hearts with all diligence, and Pro- 


voke one another to love and to good works, 2 9 of us e 5 


bardened 5 the e of in. 


4. We 


V. I, Go to Pharaoh and tell him, Thus ſaith the | 


all lkewt:ſe periſh. Men muſt come to God's terms, he will | 
not ſtoop to theirs. To day then, if ye 010 hear his voice, 


Who would not fear ſo awful a God as this 11 This 8 
is a \ leſſon to all ſucceeding generations, and ſhows what a _ 
fearful thing it is to fall into the hands of the living God, Fire, 


vengeance in the ſkies; he can meet ſinners, abroad or at 


them in time, and eternity. God directs his arrows acai 


the beaſts of the field, ſend murrain thro* a land, that 
ſhall take away the moſt valuable and uſeful creatures! In 

the fick neſs and death of cattle we are to obſerve the hand 

of God. He knows how to ſeparate between the cattle of 
the righteous, and the cattle of the wicked, for he is the _ 
preſerver both of man and beaſt, It is by the wickedneſs of 
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ed with God's hand, obeyed his word, and he ſaved their 


| xxxii. 18. And my people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habilaticy 


the ſun. That ſuch a proud, oppreſſive man, ſhould be raiſed 


* earth: God has vengeance in ſtore for them ; he is whet- 


times calamities are a favour to the world; and what ap- 


diſpenſations of providence, and Judge nothing before the tine. 
The language of ſuch diſpenſations is, that God is great, and 


"5  LEODOE-K 
Frag We may ſee the happineſs of fearing the word of the 


Lord, and recollect with pleaſure that there were ſome who 
did 81 in Pharaoh's court. Some of his courtiers were affeg. 


cattle; probably they eſcaped the reſt of the plagues. Let 
us ſubmit our hearts to the word of the Lord, that we may 
be under the care of his providence; for it is promiſed, J. 


and in ſure dwellings, and in quiet reſting Places; when i ſal 
hail, coming down on the foreſt, and the city frat be low i ing 
low Dees: 

5. Let us above how myſterious the donduct of provi. 
dence i is, and not judge of good or evil by any thing under 


to be king over this rich, populous, and fruitful country; 
that when ſo many of his ſubjects died by one plague or 
another, he ſhould be ſpared : but God intended to make 
him a ſignal monument of his wrath. This may be the caſe 
of many who are the terror and plague of the nations on 


ting his glittering fword, and making ready his bow. Some- 
ears a favour (as in the caſe of Pharaoh being ſpared) is a 


5 judgment and a puniſhment. We muſt take things in their 
connections; be cautious in our cenſures, eſpecially of the 


0 grea 2 to be WW and that when he e he will overcome, 


CHAP. 5 


Contains an account of the eighth and with plagues of Fry Ppt, 
the locuſts and the N N unto him who Jr 
with his maker. 


ND the Loy fad unto Maes. N in unto Pha. 
| raoh : for, or though, I have hardened his heart, 
and the heart of his ſervants, that I might ſhow thele 


2 my bgns before him: and that thou mayeſt tell in the 
eats 
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ears of thy ſon, and of thy ſon's ſon, what things I have 
among them; that it may be a leſſon to all the ſucceeding 
that Iſam]the Lorp, that ye may know the power of God 


over all creatures and elements, and his goodneſs to Iſrael. 


brews, How long wilt thou refuſe to humble thyſelf 
before me? This pointed queſtion was now proper, conſider- 
ing all that had been done, and to how little effect: let my 


fuſe to let my people go, behold, to morrow will I 
bring the locuſts into thy coaſt : theſe were very large, 


earth, (the original is, the eye of the earth, that is, the ſun,) 


eat the reſidue of that which is eſcaped, which remaineth 


thy houſes, and the houſes of all thy ſervants, and the 


nor thy fathers? fathers have ſeen, ſince the day that they 


from Pharaoh. 
not yet that Egypt is, in a great meaſure, deſtroyed? 


9 God : [but] who [are] they that ſhall go? And Moſes 


with our ſons and with our daughters, with our flocks 


wrought in Egypt, and my ſigns which I have done 
generations of the children of Iſrael; that ye may know how = 


And Moſes and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, and 
faid unto him, Thus faith the Lord God of the He- 


4 people go, that they may ſerve me. Elſe, if thou re- 


terrible, and devouring creatures, the like to which are never 
5 ſeen in this country: And they ſhall cover the face of the 


that one cannot be able to ſee the earth : and they ſhall 


_ unto you from the hail, and ſhall eat every tree which 
6 groweth for you out of the field: And they ſhall fill 


houſes of all the Egyptians ; which neither thy fathers, 


were upon the earth unto this day, for number, /ize, and 
_ miſchievous effects. And he turned himſelf, and went out 


7 And Pharaoh's lev; the nobles _ counſellors of 
Egypt, faid unto him, How long ſhall this man be a 
ſnare, @ means of deſtrution, unto us? let the men go, 
that they may ſerve the Loxp their God: knoweſt thou 


This was good advice, and had he taken it, it would have 
prevented that mortification which he afterwards ſuffered, 
8 And Moſes and Aaron were brought again unto Pha- 
rah: and he ſaid unto them, Go, ſerve the Loxp your 


faid, We will go with our young and with our old, 


and with our herds will we go; for we [muſt hold] a2 
Vor. 3 . 1 9 feaſt 
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10 


11 


1 


therefore the beaſts muſt go for ſacrifice and food, and al 


e e 
feaſt unto the Lok D: it is to be a feaſt upon a ſacvifie, 


at 

our families muſt attend. And he ſaid unto them, Let hb 
the Loxp be ſo with you, as I will let you go, and your ii 
little ones; his was a kind of imprecation, I wiſh you may ye 
be no more ſecure of the favour of God, than you are of yy ti 
letting you go; look [to it;] for evil [is] before you, yy I i 
ade a ſeditious deſign, and I will make you ſmart for it, 1 
Not ſo, your wives and children ſhall not go: go now ye t 
[that are] men, and ſerve the Loxp; for that ye did t 
deſire; this was falſe, for there was no ſuch limitation mad: 18 t 
in any of their requeſts. And before Moſes could make a re. 10 f 
Ply, they were driven out from Pharaoh's preſence, pe. ] 
aps with violence, by ſome of his officers f 
And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch out thine e 
hand over the land of Egypt for the locuſts, that they Wl 
may come up upon the land of Egypt, and eat ever; WW ; 
herb of the land, [even] all that the hail hath left. And 20 
Moſes ſtretched forth his rod over the land of Egypt; WM | 


and the Loxp brought an eaſt wind upon the land al 


that day, and all [that] night; [and] when it was morn- 21 


5 


ing, the eaſt wind brought the locuſts from Arabia. 
And the locuſts went up over all the land of Egypt, 


and reſted in all the coaſts of Egypt: very grievous 


' 


b 


when the harveſt is ripe, they frequently come in vaſt numbers, 


and 
and 
the 


hoppers, but much larger, ſometimes ſix or ſeven inches long. 
They darken the heavens where they come; breed a famine in 
a night; fill up the highways, ſo that they cannot be paſſed; 


and 


beautiful deſcription of this calamity, Joe! ii. at the beginning. 


See 


[were they ;] before them there were no ſuch locuſts as 
they, neither after them ſhall be ſuch. For they co- 22 
vered the face of the whole earth, ſo that the land was 
darkened; and they did eat every herb of the land, and 
all the fruit of the trees which the hail had left: and 23 
there remained not any green thing in the trees, or in WW 


the herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt. 


This is no unuſual plague in Arabia and Africa; where, 
eat up all the corn. What they do not deſtroy, they ſpoil, 
then die and breed infections 

Natural hiſtorians give us a terrible account oſ their ſize, and 
numbers in which they come: they are ſomething like grals- 


break down large arms of trees on which the lodge. See a 


alſo THEvenoT's Travels, P. I. p. 12. 
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Then Pharaoh called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte; ; 


b contemning his works, by refuſing his demand, and break- 


ticular, by a denial of your juſt requeſts, and my ſcornful deal- 
17 ings with you. Now therefore ceaſe to puniſh me any fur- 


the LoxD your God, that he may take away from me 
18 this death only, his deadly plague. And he went out 
Lorp turned a mighty ftrong weſt wind, which came 


caſt them into the Red ſea; he fixed them there, as the word 


produced the plague ; * there remained not one locuſt in 


20 all the coaſt of Egypt. But the Lord hardened Pha- 
| raoh's heart, ſo that he would not let the children of 5 


IIrael go; all his repentance went away with the locuſts. 
21 And the Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Stretch out thine 
| hand toward heaven, that there may be darkneſs over 
the land of Egypt, even darkneſs [which] may be felt ; 


23 ſun, and put out all their lamps and fires: and They ſaw 


not one another, neither roſe any from his place for three 

days: but all the children of Iſrael had light in their 
dwellings, Pa that they might have gone away with all they 
od would have them march out like triumphant ED 


had; but 
_ _ and not go out like fugitives. 


And Pharaoh, rouſed by this plague, called unto Moſes, 2, 
* and ſaid, Go Ye, ſerve the Logo; only let your flocks 
| > One and 


k Hen ſpeaks of the wind ſweeping away locuſts into the 


water; and PLiny ſpeaks of a wind that was uſeful to Egypt, | 


by carrying locuſts into this ſea; which was called the Red fea, 


rom the abundance of reddiſh reeds, or bulruſhes, which grew = 


on its bank, or at its bottom. . 


and he faid, I have ſinned againſt the Loo your God, - 
ing my promiſe, and againſt you 1/raelites in general, by | 


your cruel bondage; and againſt you Moſes and Aaron in par- Y 


ther, forgive, I pray thee, my fin, only this once, #f ever I 
treſpaſs again in this kind, pray for me no more; and entreat 


19 from Pharaoh, and entreated the Lord. And the 


from the Mediterranean ſea, and took away the locuſts, and 


 bgnifies ;, had they died on the land, they would probably have 


or, as in the Hebrew, that one may feel darkneſs ; the air 
being ſo thickened with groſs miſts and vapours that it might 
22 be felt. And Moſes ſtretched forth his hand toward 
heaven, and there was a thick darkneſs in all the land 
| of Egypt three days, which ſhut out all the rays of the 
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and your herds be ſtayed: let your little ones ally ; 90 
25 with you. And Moſes ſaid, with a becoming dignity and 


ſpirit, ſuitable to his charadter, Thou muſt give us alf 
ſacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may ſacrifice unto 


26 the Lord our God. Our cattle alſo ſhall go with us; 


there ſhall not an hoof be left behind, not the ſmall} 

| thing to tempt us to turn back again; for thereof muſt we 

take to ſerve the Log our God; and we know not with 

What we mult ſerve the LorD, until we come thither, 
what ſolemn and extraordinary ſacrifices will be required. 

27 But the Loxp hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he 

| would not let them go; he did not permit. Pharaoh: ts con. 

ply with this motion, but ſuffered him to go on in his obſtinacy, 

28 And Pharaoh ſaid unto him, Get thee from me, take 

heed to thyſelf, ſee my face no more; for in | that] day 

thou ſeeſt my face thou ſhalt die. S range, that he ſhows 

threaten a perſon with death who had done ſuch miracles, 

29 and mig/t ſirike him dead on the ſpot! And Moles faid, 

Thou haſt ſpoken well, or right ; ſo it ſhall come to paſs: 

68 thou haſt warned me, I aſſure thee in the name of God, 

that thou ſhalt ſee me no more, either 10 beg my prayers, or 

be helped out of thy troubles E my means; 1 will fee thy 

face again no more. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. 4 'E ſee the folly « of refuſing to humble ourſelyes 
15 before God. Our meſſage to every finner 1s 


the fame as that of Moſes to Pharaoh, How long wilt that 


refuſe to humble thyſelf ? and this is a juſt deſcription of the 
nature of true repentance, Men are exhorted and be- 


ſought to do this; and it is highly fit and reaſonable that 


ercatures who have offended ſhould humble themſelves, 
acknowledge God's righteouſneſs, and own their diſtreſs, 
and with humility entreat his favour. God expects this 
from all men, for all have ſinned; the greateſt are not 
_ exempted ; he inſiſts upon it, that they reverence and 
bow down before him. For neglecting this, Belſhazzar 


was puniſhed : and all thoſe who lift themſelves up d- 


gainſt God, who act proudly and yr ſhall ſoon be 


brought 
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brought low, Remember, 1t 1s not ſaſkcient that we ſhow 


external reverence to God; unleſs the heart be humble, and 


our diſpoſitions be ſincere and contrite, it will be fo far from 


ſecuring us, that 1t will make our caſe \ worſe, and our plagues 


the more wonderful. 


2. We ſee the inefficacy of par tial onion and a 


partial compliance with the commands of God. Pharaoh 
offers ſome terms, but will not come up to God's require- 
ments. He never yields God his whole demands, but, as 
Bp. HALL expreſſes it, dodges like ſome hard chapman. 


Firſt, Iſrael ſhall not go. I Ben they _ ſacrifice, but it 


ſhall be in Egypt. Then, in the wilderneſs, but not far off. 
He would then allow the men, and then the children, but 
not the cattle. In this manner do finners tri! le with the al- 
mighty and everlaſting God: when his word and their own 


conſciences alarm them, they will part with one iuit, and 


then another, that which they can ſpare with leaſt relu&- 
ance, and are leaſt profited by; but ſtill they have ſome 


fooliſh reſerve, they have eme favourite paſſion, that they 
will indulge: they will not part with every laſt, nor give 
up their whole heart to God. Thus Herod heard John 
gladly, and did ſome things. FT his is a foolith and abſurd. 


conduct ; for there is no iT eating with God, without ſur- 


rendering at diſcretion, If we would be accepted of him, 
we muſt "eſteem has precepts concerning all things to be right, aud 


tate every falſe way. * 
See the vanity of confeſ ing fi in, when 111 is not reform- 


ed. Pharaoh acknowledges his fin, prays that he may be 
forgiven, and deſires Moſes to intercede lor him; but at the 
fame time was hardening his heart. He prays to be for- 
given this once, which implies a promiſe that he would 
offend no more: but all this was the effect of a fright z he 
had no ſerious meaning in it. Thus ſinners, wh-n greatly 


terrified, think of repenting, and perhaps call upon God for 


mercy, entreat the prayers of 7 and promiſe how holy 


and obedient they will be; while their hearts continue the 


ſame ; and they are deceiving themſelves, while attempting 
to mock God. Such unhappy perions fin againſt the con- 
victions of their own minds; and their hea ts grow harder, 
by every inſtance i in which the word or providence of God 
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of Ifrael, not a hoof was left behind. He that has begun de- 
: liverance, will complete i i. 


which God hath in reſerve for his people, and he will com- 


his ſervants, nor ſuffer one to remain under the power and 
_ tyranny of the god of this world, Nay he will not loſe 
the meaneſt part of this mortal body; every part of the 
ſtamina: Or principles of it, ſhall be raiſed from the bond - 


. a as 
= — 5 — — — — — — — 
— — 
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ſeems to ſoften them, while they continue impenitent and 


unreformed. Let us guard againft ſuch a miſtake as this, 
It is in vain to confeſs fin, and expreſs our ſhame and grief 
on account of it, while we do not utterly forſake it. Re. 


member how that promiſe is expreſſed, He chat confe geth and 
f forſaketh nis fin, ſhall find mercy. 


4. The ſtate of the Egyptians and Thuoliten during the 


plague of darkneſs, is a lively emblem of the different con. 
dition of ſaints and finners. Darkneſs overſhadowed the 


Egyptians; a terrible emblem of that darkneſs of mind 


in which Runter are involved: they are ſurrounded with 
| ſpiritual darkneſs; the god of this world hath blinded their 
eyes. But ſaints are children of light; they were once dark- 


neſs, but are made light in the Lord; they walk in his light 


How happy the condition of the Iſrael of God, of all up. 
right ſouls, 10 whom there ariſeth light in the thickeſt darkneſs 
Thus it is ſaid in 1/a. Ix. 1, 2, (in which there is probably 


an alluſion to the ſtory before us) Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is 


come, and the glory of the Lord is riſen upon thee. For, behold, thi 
darkneſs ſhall cover the earth, and groſs darkneſs the people; but 
the Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, and his glory ſhall be ſeen upon 
thee. Sinners ſhall be baniſhed to a ſtate of everlaſting dark- 
neſs; for them there is reſerved blackneſs of darkneſs for ever, 
hut light is ſown for the righteous ;, they ſhall be advanced to 


a nas where tlie ſun ſhall no more be their light by day, neither 


8 for brightneſs ſhall the moon give light unto them, but the Lord 
all be unto them an everlaſting light, and their God, their gli). 
And he ſhall lead them to fountains of living water, and wipe 
aàay all tears from their eyes. And the inhabitant ſhall not ſci, 


I am fs 0 the People. that devell therein ſpall be forgiven then 
a iniquity. : 


5. Sus the cout it God: in the complete redemption 


But there is a nobler ſalvation, 


plete and perfect that alſo. He will not loſe the meaneſt of 


age 
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0 age of corruption; he will ſwallow up death in victory; and 
8. give all his people a full releaſe from the power of the ene- 
ef Wl ny. The hiſtory afterwards ſhows, that the words of Moſes 
e. Vvere made good; and we have the aſſurance of a faithful 
Cod, that the deliverance and ſalvation of all his ſervants 
hall alſo be complete; and when he gathers his ſaints to- 
l ether out of this lower world, to bring them to the land 
1. chat he hath promiſed, not one ſhall be left behind. Faith-. 
ne is lie that hath promiſed, who will alſo do it; not one tittle 
1d of his word ſhall fail to be ee OT, Le 


d þ 

ir — £ 

: CHAP. XI. 

p- In the TR on of. the laſt chapter, R Mo es fad to \ Phargol, 1. . 1 
ſs, ill ſee thy face again no more.” It is generally thought, that 1 


ly before he went out he threatened the laſt Plague if ſo, the three 
i verſes of this chapter muſt be in a parentheſis. But perhaps 
the Pharaoh, contrary to his reſolution, ſent for Moſes again; as 
mM © 1 15 is Plain he did, after the fi jt born were lain. e 


88 N D the Lox ſaid unto Moſes, Yet will I wing 


I one plague [more] upon Pharaoh, and upon | 
7, -- Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he 5 


o fhall let [you] go, he ſhall ſurely thruſt you out hence 
Wy altogether ; he hall be glad to get rid of you, even by force. 
a © Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man 


” WW borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her x 
1% 3 neighbour, jewels of filver, and jewels of gold. And © i 
WH the Lonp gave the people favour in the fight of the bi 
44 Egyptians. Moreover the man Moſes [was] very great 1 


ni the land of Egypt, in the fight of Pharaoh's ſervants, 
on and in the fight of the people. This was the reaſon why 


e. ie courtiers did not meddle with Moſes, and why the . 

— Exyptians jo Tray e the rug of the Tjraelites. IE, 

00 1 X 5 N And 8 

* . | Many Giesen have been made to his condu&t of Moſes, and Ll 
1 many commentators and others have endeavoured to vindicate it, but 
ole live done it very indifferently. The truth is, the Hebrew word #3 
the Val does not ſignify to borrow, but 7 aſt one to give, as P/alm _ — 


\de Il, 8. aff of me, c. God here ſaid, Aſk of, or requeſt your neigh- 
bours to give you ſuch things, Rd 1 wilt diſpoſe their minds to 
© how you favour; and ſo he did, . 35 See che. Ul, 22. 


332 EXODUS. A. 


hearken unto you; that my wonders may be multiplied {t 

in the land of Egypt. Cod being determined to puniſh hin WW = 
urther, in righteous judgment ſuffered him to continue in | 

: 10 His obſtinate fury. And Moſes and Aaron did all thee M © 

_ wonders before Pharaoh: and the Lorp hardened Pha- 5 

raoh's heart, fo that he would not let the children of I 
Iſrael go out of his land, 410 he. 2045 1 10 it oa the 7 

"0 


| 8 And Moſes ſaid to Pharaoh, befare he went out of V Te reve! 
4 preſence, (compare v. 8. with th. x. 29.) Thus faith tl the ligio 
= Lon, About midnight will I go out into the midi} gf fol 
a Fgypt, will manifeſt my power in an eminent manner, wit. a8 tl 
7 5 out uſing thy rod, or any other inſtrument : And all the fir WM verc 
7 born in the land of Egypt ſhall die, from the firſt born hon 
1 of Pharaoh that ſitteth upon his throne, his ſon and fuc- ap 
A ceſſor, even unto the firſt born of the maid ſervant that 

1 lis] behind the mill, the meant ſiave; and all the fir! * 
x 6 bornof beaſts. And there ſhall be a great cry through. met 
I out all the land of Egypt, ſuch as there was none "oy bar 
5 7 it, nor ſhall be like it any more. But againſt any of far 
'4 the children of Iſrael ſhall not a dog move his tongue, MI aw! 
1 againſt man or beaſt, they ſhall not have the leaſt dijtur. ane 
1 Vance: that ye may know how that the LoRD doth put 
Fl 8 a difference between the Egyptians and Iſrael. And all th: 
4 | theſe thy ſervants, who are now ready to drive me from 1%) WI 
1 pꝛreſence, ſhall come down unto me, and bow down them. tir 
* ſelves unto me, ſaying, Get thee out, and all the people Wl pc 
1 that follow thee, hat put themſelves under thy conauet and 07 
1 command and after that I will go out. And he went out fe 
4 from Pharaoh, who was in a great anger, or rage ke  /: 
'Y bs Moſes, becauſe of this threatening.” de 
3 9 And the Loa faid unto Moſes, Phanch. ſhal Il not I 


= death of the firſs born. 


REFLECTIONS. Ee, | 
7 E may obſerve, that to fear and reverence God, 
is the way to be feared and reverenced by the 
worſt of men; v. 3. Moreover the man Moſes was vel) 

great in the land of Egypt, in the f, ight of Pharaoh's ſervails, 
Lud inthe fs of the People. He was beloved of God, and 


reverence 
this ſenſe efabliſhed in 88. UCKFORD 's con. vol. II. Pe 336. 
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reverenced by man. When God's ſervants act from re- 
ligious principles, and evidence to the world their regard 


for God, men cannot but have an eſteem for them: bad 
3s the world is, wicked men will always have a ſecret re- 


1 


verence for the rightcous. Let us, therefore, fear and 


honour God, and keep his charge; and thus ſhall we have 


favour and good underſtanding in the fight of God and man. 


2. What reverence do we owe to that God, in whoſe 
hand our breath is! How eaſily can he cut off the ſpirits of 
men; the ſpirits of princes, the greateſt of men, are in his 
hand. He knew how to ſeparate the firſt born in all the 
families of Egypt to deſtruction. Who would not fear ſo 


awful a Being, and reverence him, as the . of man 


and beaſt! 


3. Let us be leiten to be mind among God's people, 
that we may eſcape the plagues which he brings upon the 


wicked, The Lord puts a difference between them, often- 


times in this world, and preſerves them from the noiſome _ 
: peſtilence: but when the day cometh that ſhall burn as an 
ven, it ſhall put a ſtill greater difference between him that 
feareth God, and him that feareth him not. The wicked fhall 
be turned into hell, with all the nations that forget God; ſudden 
deftrufion ſhall come upon them. But thoſe who fear the 
Lord, he will hide in the day of his anger, and fix in a 
ſtate of everlaſting tranquillity and repalh there Tremaine! h a : 
reſt for the people of God. : 
4. What a melancholy inſtance have we of: an . 5 
obſtinate rage in Pharaoh. After having ſuffered ſo much, 
it might have been expected that he would have been 
mollified and humbled; inſtead of this, he hardens his heart, 
and rages againſt Moſes. This is too often the caſe of 
wicked men: they grow hardened by their afflictions. 
When God's meſſengers give them warning, ſet before 
them the terrors of the Lord, and point out the threaten- 
ings of his word, they grow angry at the meſſengers; 5 
mimiſters become their enemies by telling them the truth. 
But whether men will hear, or whether they will forbear, 
_ whether they will bear it patiently, or let their paſſions 
rage, the meſſage muſt be delivered, as. we would deliver 
gur own fouls, God: Approves. the 7A and BOY: of his 
ſervants, 
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ſervants, however men may deſpiſe or be offended at them. 

Let men rage ever ſo much, and ſtand out ever fo long, 
God will humble them at lat. His counſel ſhall ſtand; and 


his miniſters ſhall be a ſweet ſavour 1 in them that periſh, a8 
well as In them that are ſaved, - 


Sw mw 


* 8 
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| Gad had 2 omiſed to Made in Cen. XV, 1 3, 14, * Know of 
4 ſurety that thy ſeed ſhall be a ſtranger in a land that is no 
theirs, and ſhall ſerve them; and they ſhall afflit them four 

hundred years; and alſo that nation, whom they ſhall ſerve, will 

T Judge; ; and afterward ſhall they come out with great ſub- 
Kan in this chapter we have the fulfilment of that prophecy, 


NPD the Logp ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron in 
the land of Egypt, ſaying, This month Abi, 
{hall be] unto you the beginning of months: it [ſhall 
mm the firſt month of the year to you." > | 
Speak ye unto all the congregation of Iſrael, ig 
In the tenth [day] of this month they ſhall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to tho houſe of [their] 
"4 fathers, a lamb for an houſe: And if the houſehold be 
too little for the lamb, 700 few to eat it at one meal, let 
him and his neighbour next unto his houſe take [it] 
oy according to the number of the ſouls; every man ac- 
cording to his eating ſhall make your count for the 
lamb; every maſter of a family ſhall compute how much his 
Jy uſeth to eat, and Shall babe fuck a "we [4 the lainb 
4, may ſuffice them, -— ; 
5 Your lamb ſhall be withowr blemith ; intimating that : 
Cad miſt be ſerved with the beſt; a male of the firſt year, 
o, about a year old: ye ſhall take [it] out from the 
6 ſheep, or from the goats: And ye ſhall keep it up until 
the fourteenth day of the ſame month: and the whole 
- ny of the Saanen pues of Lirac] ſhall kill it in the 
evening. 
. Thus the e of Weir year was changed; it was be- 
fore this command in the middle of September, but now in the 
middle of March. Hence in all reckonings of the months in 


ſcripture, where they are numerically named, this is counted the 
ms firlt, and the others as they lie in order from this. | | 
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evening ; „ the Hebrew Eni ſes, between ze 1.00 e 


between three oO clock and ſun ſet.s 
And they ſhall take of the blood, and ſtrike [it] on 
the two fide poſts and on the upper door poſt of the 


"oven, wherein they ſhall eat it; not on the threſhold, leſt 


3 ſhould be profaned, as trampling upon any thing. Was 
reckoned to do. 


8 And they ſhall eat the fleſh in that night” following the --:: 
 » fourteenth, and beginning the fifteenth day, roaſt with fire, 
and unleavened bread; [and] with bitter [herbs] they 
mall eat it. This was to remind them of their bitter bondage 
9 in Egypt. Eat not of it raw, nor ſodden at all with water, 
but roaſt [with] fire; his head. with his legs, and with 


the purtenance thereof, all the entrails that are proper 


10 for f 00d, And ye ſhall let nothing of it remain until the 


morning, for any ſuperſtitious uſe ;, ike ſome of the antient 
idolaters, who preſerved ſome part of the ſacrifices for ſuper- 


 fritious purpoſes; but ye Jhall entirely conſume Yours: and 


that which remaineth of it until the morning ye ſhall 
11 burn with fire. And thus ſhall ye eat it of his time; 


[with] your loins girded, your long garments tied up, your 


| ſhoes on your feet, as a /ign and token of your liberty, (for 
ſlaves always went barefoot, ) and your ſtaff in your hand; 
and ye ſhall eat it in haſte, like perſons on the point of Z 
departing : it [is] the Loxp's paſſover ; that is, a n 
of his paſſing over you and Hour Houſes, When he comes to 5 


-” : ae the Egyptians. 


12 ForTwill paſs through the land of Egypt this e i 
and will ſmite all the firſt born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beaſt; and againſt all the gods of Egypt 
13 I will execute judgment: 221 [am] the LORD. And the 
blood vieh ſhall be ſprinkled on the door poſts ſhall be 

; to you for a token hs ara the houſes where Fe Lare; ] not 

: „ 

3 „ per) maſter 1 an hs was to kin. it in the preſence of 
his whole family, which made him a prieſt in his houſe ; but af- - 


terwards it was reſtrained to the prieſts only, 


Þ The lamb was killed on the fourteenth day in the evening, | 
that is, after three o'clock, v. 6. but was eaten that night, hieß 


was the beginning of the fifteenth day. 


41 This was deſigned to ſhow them the vanity of idols and 60 
confirm their faith in the God of Iſrael. An heathen. writer 


lays, that an earthquake threw down their temples alſo. $ 


| 
1 
1 


10 direct the FRE angel, but to 3 your faith a; 2 
hope : and when I ſee the blood, I will paſs over you, 
and the plague ſhall not be upon you to deftroy [you,] 
14 when I ſmite the land of Egypt. And this day 0 
be unto you fora memorial of his deliverance from Hit, 
and a type of your redemption by Chriſt; and ye ſhall 
5 keep it a feaſt to the Loxp throughout your genera- 


tions, as a time of rejoicing for your deliverance : ve 
ſhall keep it a feaſt by an ordinance for ever, every year, 


all the days of your life, or rather, till the N of Chris 05 


who is our paſſover. 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. 


15 Seven days afler the paſſover ſhall ye eat unleavened 
| bread; even the firſt day after the paſſover ye ſhall put 
away leaven out of your houſes : for whoſoever eateth 

| leavened bread from the firſt day until the ſeventh day, 
that ſoul ſhali be cut off from Ifrael, be excommunicated, 


br cut off by the hand of God, as a rebel againſt him; as 
16 one who hath renounced his religion and his covenant, And 


in the firſt day there ſhall be] an holy convocation, 
4 ſolemn day of Public worſhip, and in the ſeventh day 
there ſhall be an holy convocation to you; no manner 
of work ſhall be done in them, fave [that! which every 
17 man muſt eat, that only may be done of you. And 
ye ſhall obſerve the feaſt of] unleavened bread ; for in 
this ſelf ſame day have I by my angel brought your : ar- 
mies, all your tribes, like a triumphant army, out of the 
land of Egypt: therefore ſhall ye obſerve this day in 
18 your generations by an ordinance for ever. In the firſt 
l [month,] on the fourteenth day of the month at even, 
.-- .ye--ſhall eat unleavened bread, until the one and 
19 twentieth day of the month at even. Seven days ſhall 
ES there be no leaven foundi in "your: houſes : for 3 ? 


os. r ErpipHAxIvS alli us, that the Egyptians uſed at this time of 
| 1 year to mark their cattle, trees, and one another, with 1 
cchre, which they fancied to be a preſervative from death; 


probably took its riſe from hence. 


»This was to be a memorial of their ſpeedy departure out 0 


0 Egypt, when they had not time to leaven their bread, 
© On the firſt of theſe holy days their deliverance was begun, 
by the death of the firſt born of Egypt; and on the laſt of them 


their deliverance was dente. by the drowning of Pharaoh and 


his holt in che ſea, 


i*« 
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-cateth that which is leavened, even that ſoul ſhall be 


cut off from the congregation of Iſrael, whether he be 


a ſtranger, that is, a proſelyte, or one born i in the land. 


20 Ye ſhall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations | 


ſhall ye eat unleavened bread. 


21 Then Moſes called for all the elders of Iſrael, to give | 

them ihe directions he had received from God, and faid unto 
them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to 
your families, and kill the paſſover, that is, the lamb 


22 appointed for a memorial. And ye ſhall take a bunch of 


hyſſop, and dip [it] in the blood that [is] in the baſon, 
and ftrike the lintel and the two fide poſts, with the 
blood that [is] in the baſon; and none of you ſhall go 


23 out at the door of his houſe until the morning, For 


the Lorxpwill paſs through to ſmite the Egyptians ; and 


when he ſeeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 


two fide poſts, the Lorp will paſs over the door, and 
will not ſuffer the deſtroyer to come in unto your houſes 


24 to {mite you.] And ye ſhall obſerve this thing, this 


| _ Commandment of the Paſſover, but not all theſe rites and 
ceremonies of it, for an ordinance to thee and to thy ſons 
25 for ever. And it ſhall come to paſs, when ye be 
come to the land which the Loxp will give you, 
according as he hath promiſed, that ye ſhall keep 
this ſervice, and inſtrucs your children and houſeholds in 
26 the nature and deſign of it. And it ſhall come to paſs, 


| when your children ſhall ſay unto you, What mean 


27 ye by this ſervice? That ye ſhall fay, It [is] the ſa- 

|  erifice of the Lokp's paſſover, who paſſed over the _ 

| houſes of the children of Iſrael in Egypt, when he ſmote 
the Egyptians, and delivered our houſes. And the 


people bowed the head and worſhipped God, in token of 


their thankful acknowledgment of his favour, and cheerful 
2 1 jon to 7 his command and ordinance. And the children = 
Me. God <onld” have diftinguithed 8 ich this blood, ad 


preſerved them if they had gone out; but it was his own ap- 
pointed method for their ſafety, and had they neglected it, they 


would have been juſtly deſtroyed, Thus it is ſaid, Heb. xi. 28. 


Through faith he, that is, Moſes, kept the pafſover and Jprinkling of 
| Gloed, that is, thro? faith in God's declaration, and in this condition 


of their preſervation, 


338 * DV". . 


of Iſrael went away, and did as the LoRD had com- 
manded Moſes and Aaron, ſo did they. 


REFLECTIONS. 


E ＋ us be thankful that Chriſt our paſſorer was 32 
ſacrificed for us. He is the lamb of God, with. 
out blemiſh and without ſpot. Let us rejoice in his ſacrifice, 


The ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus was deſigned to purge . 
our conſciences, and ſo ſave us from the wrath to come. e - 
2. Let us keep the chriſtian. feaſt in a goſpel manner; 20 4 
dil i the leaven of malice and wickedneſs, but with the unleaven- . 
ed bread of ſincerity; mingling fincere repentance with our _ 
% joy; and whatever we do, do it heartily as unto the Lord. 4; 


3. Let us do what we can to. tranſmit the memory of this 
tranſaction from generation to generation. If it was reaſon- 
able for the Iſraelites to teach their children the meaning 

of the paſſover, much more ſhould we teach ours the nature 

and deſign of goſpel ordinances. Children ſhould aſk pa- 
rents the meaning of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; and 

parents ſhould labour to underſtand them, and be careful to 
ecxplain them, and do it frequently, that they may know the 

obligations they are under, and be brought to join them- 


ſelves to the Lord in the bonds 4 an ering covenant, never Z 
to ene, : 
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| ; We have hers tbe laſt ond moſt dreadful plague of Egypt; Ih 2 75 
| . and ſome further directions about the paſſover. 


NP it came to paſs, that at midnight the Logo | 
ſmote all the firſt born in the land of Egypt, 
rom the firſt born of Pharaoh that ſat on his throne, 
is ſon and lieir, unto the firſt born of the captive that 
[was] in the dungeon, the houſe of the pit, that is, the 
A 30 drawers of water; and all the firſt born of cattle. And 
= Plharach roſe up in the night, he, and all his ſervants, 
= and all the nen z and there was a erer cry in 
e 
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Egypt; for [there was] not a houſe where [there was] 
not one dead, where there was any firſt born ſon." 
31 And he called for Moſes and Aaron by night, and 
ſaid, Riſe up, [and] get you forth from among my 
people, both ye and the children of Iſrael; and go, 
32 ſerve the Logp, as ye have ſaid. Alſo take your 
flocks and your herds, as ye have ſaid, and be gone; 
43 and bleſs me alſo, pray for me that I may not periſh. And 
the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they 
might ſend them out of the land in haſte; for they ſaid, 
24 We [be] all dead I men, ] we ſhall all be Jeftrayed.” And £ 
the people took their dough before it was leavened, 
their kneading troughs being bound up in their clothes 
3 5 upon their ſhoulders, And the children of Ifrael did 
according to the word of Moſes ; and they borrowed, or 
requeſted, of the Egyptians jewels of ſilver, and jewels of 
36 gold, and raiment: And the Logp gave the people 
favour in the fight of the Egyptians, fo that they lent, 
or gave freely, unto them [ſuch things as they required. - 
And they ſpoiled the Egyptians. _ 
7 And the children of Iſrael journeyed from Rameſes, 
* place of general rendezvous, to Succoth, ſo called, be- 


cCauſe they there dwelt in tents or booths ; about ſix hundred 


thouſand on foot [that were] men, beſides women and 
38 children, And a mixed multitude went up alſo with 

them, ſtrangers of ſeveral nations ;* and flocks, and herds, 
3 ſeven] very much cattle. And they baked unleavened 
cakes of the dough which they brought forth out of 


Egypt, for it was not leavened ; becauſe they were thruſt 


out of Egypt, and could not tarry, neither had they 
40 prepared for themſelves any vidual. Now the ſojourn- 


— "8 ww place to ue of the children of liracl, and their 
fathers 


* This was at . when: aſleep, and thay thought them- 
Shin ſecure, They expected ſome comfort after the three days 
of darkneſs, when this great calamity came upon them. Thus 
God fulfilled his threatening, chap. xi. Fe and awfully puniſh-. 
ed them for the death of thoſe children of che Il sslites whom | 
they had deſtroyed. 

x At leaſt fifteen hundred thouſand in al!; ſome writers ſay, 
more than two millions. A vaſt increaſe from ſeventy ſouls! 
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fathers who dwelt in Egypt, [was! four hundred and 


41 thirty years.“ And it came to paſs at the end of the 


four hundred and thirty years, even the ſelf ſame day it 
came to paſs, that all the hoſts of the Loxp went out 


42 from the land of Egypt. It [is] a night to be much 


obſerved, or, as in the Hebrew, a night of obſervations, 
unto the Logp for bringing them out from the land of 


Pẽypt: this [is] that night of the LOD to be obſerved 


of all the children of Iſrael in their generations, in which 
his power, mercy, and faithfulneſs appeared. 


43 And the Lond faid unto Moſes and Aaron, This 


lis] the ordinance of the paſſover: There ſhall no 
ſtranger, h 79, no uncircumciſed gentile, eat thereof; 


44 But every man's ſervant that is bought for money, when 
45 thou haft circumciſed him, then ſhall he eat thereof. A 
foreigner, and an hired ſervant ſhall not eat thereof, 
46 In one houſe ſhall it be eaten, 10 promote family piety, 

and brotherly love; thou ſhalt not carry forth aught of 


the fleſh abroad out of the houſe ; neither ſhall ye break 


497 a bone thereof. All the congregation of Iſrael ſhall 
48 keep it. And when a ſtranger ſhall ſojourn with thee, 


and will kw the paſſover to the Lox, let all his males 


be circumciſed, and then let him come near and keep 


it; and he ſhall be as one that is born in the land: for 
49 no uncircumciſed perſon ſhall eat thereof. One law ſhall 


be to him that is home born, and unto the ftranger 


that ſojourneth among you. 


I a Moſes and Aaron, ſo did they. And it came 


armies, order! ing and ma rſballing them in a regular manner. 


REFLECTION:S. 


Op can make the ſtouteſt finners yield and ſubmit 


to his commands. It is in vain to contend with him; 


if one plague will not do, he has more; men muſt bend, or 
break. 


Y That! is, "BA the time of A s departure Gr Haran, Gen. 


xii. 15, to the giving of the law, as the apoſtle ſhows, Gal. iii. 


16, 17. Abraham and his poſterity were two hundred and fiftcen 
years in Canaan, and two hundred and fifteen years in Egypt. 


Thus did all the children of net as the Lond com- 


to paſs the ſelf ſame day, [that] the Lon did bring the 
children of Iſrael out of the land of Egypt by their | 
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break. Submit to God, therefore, leſt he be angry, and ye 
periſh from the way, ; 

2. The time will come, when the proudeſt ſinners will 
be glad of the prayers of thoſe ſervants of God whom they 
have deſpiſed. And Pharaoh ſaid, Be gone, and bleſs me alſo, 
v. 32. He was glad of the prayers of thoſe whom he had 
threatened with continued ſlavery, yea, with death. This 

| is the caſe with ſinners, when on a fick and dying bed; they 

| then ſend for miniſters, or for this or that good man 

| whom they have deſpiſed, and fay, Bleſs me alſo. But 

bow little good can be expected from thoſe who have ob- 

ſtinately defied the Almighty, and ſighted his meſſages, all 
their dayͤs. 

3. See the wiſdom of the inſtitution of the Lord's Sup- 
per, and the reaſonableneſs of attending upon it. The 
paſſoyer was a wiſe and good inſtitution, the Lord's Supper 
anſwers the ſame end. It 1s the memorial of a great event, 
of a glorious deliverance; it is more worthy of remem- 
brance, as the redemption it celebrates is greater, and the 
obſervation of it eafier. All chriſtians ſhould attend upon 


it, for it is an ordinance for ever, and the command of 


Chriſt is, 7. his do, in remembrance of. 1 Me 


CHAP. XIII. 


Thael being 10 out of Egypt, God here gives then 2 
about ſanctiſying their firſt born; repeats the warning about 


be. feaſt of unleavenei bread; and the Iſraelites mar reh, under 5 


| the ar vine guidance, with Foſeph's | ne., 
ND the Logo ſpake unto Moſes, 6 Sanc- 


T {1 \ tify unto me, conſecrate, or ſet apart to my ſervice, 
all the firſt born, whatſoever openeth the womb 11 . 
the children of Iſrael, [both] of man and of beaſt: it 
lis] mine, by 4 peculiar right, being preſerved, when tte = 
Egyptians were deſtroyed. Y 
'3 And Moſes ſaid unto the people, Remember this 
day, this firſt dey of unleavened bread, 19 keep up @ memorial 
of it, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the 
Vor. 1. T N houſe 15 
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houſe of bondage; for by ſtrength of hand the Lox 
brought you out from this place: ] and this ſhall be 1, 


4 memorial, there ſhall no leavened bread be eaten. This 


day came ye out, in the month Abib, which fenifes, 


5 an ear of corn. And it ſhall be when the Loxn ſhall 


bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hit. 


tites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Je. 


buſites, which he ſware unto thy fathers to give thee, 


6 
7 


8 


10 of Egypt. Thou ſhalt therefore keep this ordinance 


ET in his ſeaſon from year to year. 
N 
ES the land of the Canaanites, the nations deſcended from 
Cain, as he ſware unto thee and to thy fathers, anc 
ſhall give it thee; That thou ſhalt ſet apart unto the 
Lobo all that openeth the matrix, every firſt born male, 
and every firſtling that cometh of a beaſt which thou 
haſt; the males [ſhall be] the Lokp's. And every firit- 
ling of an aſs, or of any unclean beaſt, thou ſhalt redeem 


a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou ſhalt 
keep this ſervice in this month. Seven days thou ſhalt 
eat unleavened bread, and in the ſeventh day [ſhall be] 


a feaſt to the Logp. Unleavened bread ſhall be caten 


ſeven days; and there ſhall no leavened bread be ſeen 


with thee, neither ſhall there be leaven ſeen with thee in 
all thy quarters. And. thou ſhalt ſhow thy ſon in that 
day, ſaying, [This is done] becauſe of that [which] the 
Lon did unto me when I came forth out of Egypt; 
that is, this feaſt of unleavened bread ſhall be as a continual 


means to remind you of your deliverance out of Egypt. And 
it ſhall be for a ſign unto thee upon thine hand, es fa. 


miliar to you as any thing on your hand, which you are 


continually looking on; and for a memorial between thine 


eyes, like ſomething hung there, which comes continually is 
_ thy fight; * that the Lory's law may be in thy mouth: 


for with a ſtrong hand hath the Lorp brought thee out 


And it ſhall be when the Lokn ſhall brlog thee into 


| with a lamb; and if thou wilt not redeem it, F it is noi 


worin 


2 This is an alluſion to dhe 8 or frontlet jewels, which 


Were commonly worn by the eaſtern ladies. The ſuperſtitious Jews 


underſtood this literally ; hence they wore ſcrolls of parchment, on 
which particular portions of the law were written, upon their 


foreheads d arms, which they enen Plilacteriet. 0 


14 


15 


16 


— — 
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tworth the price of its redemption, which is bft to thy own 
choice, then thou ſhalt break his neck, hat it may not be 
put to any other uſe : and all the firſt born of man among. 
thy children ſhalt thou redeem, for froe ſhekels , (Num. 
xviii. 16.) no choice is left here, it is expreſsly commanded.* 
14 And it ſhall be when thy fon aſketh thee in time to 
come, ſaying, What [is] this ?* that thou ſhalt ſay unto 
him, By ſtrength of hand the Loxp brought us out 
1 from Egypt, from the houſe of bondage: And it came 
to paſs, when Pharaoh would hardly let us go, that the 


Lob ſlew all the firſt born in the land of Egypt, both | 


the firſt born of man, and the firſt born of beaſt: there- 

fore I ſacrifice to the Lord all that openeth the matrix, 

being males; but all the firſt born of my children I re- 

16 deem. And it ſhall be for a token upon thine hand, 

and for frontlets between thine eyes: for by ſtrength 
of hand the Logp brought us forth out of Egypt. 


17 And it came to paſs, when Pharaoh had let the pgo- 


ple go, that God led them not through] the way of 
the land of the Philiſtines, although that [was] near; 


not above three or four days journey ; © for God ſaid, Left 
peradventure the people repent when they ſee war, and 
18 they return to Egypt : But God led the people about, 


[through] the way of the wilderneſs of the Red ſea : * 


and the children of Iſrael went up harneſſed, or, by five 
in a rank, in e order and eng, out of the land 


of Egypt. 85 | 
„ 5 And 


2 In Nam. 111. * tribe of Levi: was taken, rnflcad of the 


firſt born of Iſrael, 1 devoted to Gop's ſervice, Travellers in- | 
form us, that the nation of Tanguth, in the Eaſt Indies, redeem _ 
their ſons with a ram, which they offer as a kind of ſacrifice; 
which probably took its riſe from TOs 28 the ten tribes were 


ſcattered throughout all Aſia. 


, e "ay, that thoſe who had no children of their own 
were ohliged to teach the children of others. 7 
© Philiftia lay on the back of Goſhen. The Philiſtines were 

a warlike people; and the Iſraelites, ondiſciplined, and juſt come 


ont of {lavery, were unfit to ſtand before them. 


© Here they might be trained up in the art of war, and would 
de abſtracted from the idolatry of their neighbours. Here alſo 
they were to receive a ſyſtem of laws, and have many mira 1 


wrought for them, to Arengthen their faith in God's power 


soodneſs. e | and 
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20 And they took their journey from Succoth, and en. 


bo OW proper 1s 1t that thole, whoa are : redeemed to 


Pyramid, wide at the bottom and narrow at the top. It directed 
their march, went with them, theltered them from the heat by 
day, and perhaps diſtilled ſome refreſhing dews by night. In the 
day time it appeared like ſmoke, in the night like fire, to light 


— A 25 2 — - Sox, 
— T_T Es e — — Si - = — 2 
— EBT woe ʒ A —— — * 


19 And Moſes took the bones of Joſeph with him: for 
he had ſtraitly ſworn the children of Iſrael, ſaying, God 


will ſurely viſit you; and ye ſhall carry up my bones 
away hence with you. 


camped in Etham, in the edge of the wildetnels. 
21 And the Lokp, the Sherinah, or viſible token of his 
preſence, went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, 
| to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fre 
22 to give them light; to go by day and mght:* He took 
not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor the Piltar 
of fire by night, rom] before the people. 


R E 5. 1. E. C FT 1 O N S. 
God, ſnould devote themſelves to him. He 


has a claim to this, as he 18 the firſt and beſt of Beings, th. 
and were there no extraordinary interpoſitions of his pro- 


vidence in our favour, to entitle him to it. But there tic 
are ſuch: we are delivered by him from worſe than fy 
Egyptian ſlavery; we are not our own, but bought with s © 
price; therefore obliged to yield ourſelves to him. We in 


ſhould yield to God our firſt and our beſt; the firſt of our pl 
days, our youth, ſtrength and vigour, and the beſt of our . 


_ faculties; he beſt deſerves them. Parents ſhould devote be 
their children to God; and when their lives are ſpared, 1 


and they are delivered from enemies and dangers, they 


ſhould make a thankful acknowledgment of his mercy. m 
Let us be engaged by the mercies of God, and eſpecially d 


by the redemption thro' Jeſus Chriſt, to preſent our ſouls, Ml * 
bodies, time, ſtrength, children, wealth: and all we have, a 
"= God, as a 1 holy and acceptable in his fight, a 

25 We 0 
| 
* Thie was a large cloud that GS the camp, like a 


them and keep off the beaſts of prey; and this ane. 28 
them till ye came near to Canaan, 


1 
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We ſee the importance of making the deliverances 
. by God to his people, famiſiar to the minds of the 
filing generation. It is our buſineſs to take every method 
to form them to wiſdom and virtue: this is an important 
and neceſſary duty. Children ſhould be early taught fcrip- 
ture ſtories, and God's dealing with his antient people. 
That we have been contemplating is proper to teach them, 
eſpecially if we proceed to an account of our ſpiritual re. 
demption and deliverance Children when they hear or 
read of any thing they do not underſtand, or when they 
attend upon goſpel-ordinances, as baptiſm, or the Lord's 
ſupper, ſhould aſk, J/hat mean you by this ſervice ? They 
ſhould be deſirous 55 willing to learn; parents ſhould put 
them upon aſking queſtions, be ready to teach them, if 
they do not enquire; and not hide God's wonders from 
their children; ſhowing to generations to come the praiſe 
of the Lord, and his ſtrength, and the wonderful works 
that he hath done. Pſalm Ixxvili. 1-4. 
3. We ſee the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, in propor- 15 
tioning the trials of his people to their ſtrength. Their 
ſpirits were broken with ſlavery; they were unfit to encoun- 
ter difficulties, or to face any danger: this is a remarkable 
inſtance of divine compaſſion. Thus he deals with his peo- 
ple to this day. He knows their frame, and has compaſſion 
on their infirmities. God is faithful , who will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted above what you are able, but will, with the tempta- 
lion, alſo make a way to eſcape, that you may be able to bear 1t. 
4. Let us adore and praiſe God for the proviſion he 
made for guiding and conducting his people thro? the wil- 
derneſs. Ihe Lord went before them, and the God of Iſrael 


| was their rereward, their direction and protection. This was 


a conſtant miracle. We are not to expect ſuch extraordinary 
appearances; but if we acknowledge God in all our ways, lie 
will direct our paths. Providence takes care of good men, 
leads them in the way, in the right way to the city of habita- 
lion, tho? not the neareſt. Whatever difficulties he brings 
us into, he can extricate us out of them, How happy ! 18 
it to be under the divine guidance, to be hid under the 


Juadrw of 15 wings / Thus is the N of the chriſtian 


— — church, 
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346 E * 8 D U $, . 
church, and of all its members. See a prophecy of this in 
Tſaiah iv. 5, 6. which plainly refers to goſpel times. 4; 


the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, 


and upon her aſſemblies, a cloud and ſmoke by day, and the fin 
ing of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glory ſhall be a 


defence. And there ſhall be a tabernacle, for a ſhadow in thy; 


day time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for q 
covert from form and from rain. Happy the church and peo- 


ple who are in ſuch a caſe, Yeoh! thrice wands Le people, ans 


: God i is the Lora! [ 


CHAP. XIV. 


| Contains 2 W ſtory, often referred 70 in ſeripture, by 


which God made to himſelf an everlaſting name. Ie hat; 
here Pharaoti's purſuit of Iſrael; their temper; the direction 


siven to Moſes; the deliverance of Iſrael ; ard the ee 
0 the Egyptians, _ 


| A ND the Logn ſp hs unto Moſes, fe: Speak 
; 5 unto the children of Iſrael, that they turn and 
D encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the 


| ſea, over againſt Baal-Zephon: before it ſhall ye en- 


3 camp by the ſea.“ For Pharach will ſay of the children 
of Iſrael, They [are] entangled in the land, the wilder- 


85 neſs hath ſhut them in; the mountains are on each fide of 
4 them, and the ſea is before them, ſo that they cannot 80 


And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he ſhall follow 
after them; and I will be honoured upon Pharaoh, and 
upon all his hoſts, I will ſhow my power and Juſtice : that 


the Egyptians may know that 1 [am] the Lonp. | And 
they did ſo. 


8 And it was told the king of Eg gypt, by os of FF 
5 mixed 
1 Inſtead of going over this” inne of Suez, they were com- 


manded to turn to the right, along the edge of the Red fea, 
into the ſtraits, or paſſage between the mountains of Hiroth. 
Into theſe ſtraits God led them, to avoid war with the Philiſtines, 
<>, xiii. 17, to draw Pharaoh forth upon a ſuppoſed advantage 
\ gotten, v. 3+ and to oy the faith of his people, 


1 
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mixed multitude who returned, that the people fled, 
were going away with a Purpoſe not to return: and the 


heart of Pharaoh, and of his ſervants was turned 


_ againſt the neople, and they repented of having let them 
go, and they ſaid, Why have we done this, that 
6 we have let Iſrael go from ſerving us? And he 


made ready his chariot, and took his people with 
7 him: And he took fix hundred choſen chariots, and 


all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every one 
$ of them. And the Loxp hardened the heart of Pha- 
raoh king of Egypt, who knew the Iſraelites were an un- 


diſciplined multitude, and therefore he purſued after the 1 
children of Iſrael: and the children of Iſrael went out 


with an high hand; not like fugitives, but openty and boldly, 


and in military order, (ch. xiil. 18.) being reſcued out of 
= 9 their bondage by the mighty potver of God. "But the Egyp- 


tians purſued after them, all the horſes [and] chariots of 


Pharaoh, and his horſemen, and his army, and over- 
took them juſt as they were encamping by the fea, beſide 1 


Pi-hahiroth, before Baal- zephon. 


10 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the chilliren of Trae! I 

| lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians march- 

ed after them; and they were {ore afraid; and no wonder, 
or they were in a ſtrait between two mountains, the ſea be- 
fore them, and Pharaoh and all his army in their rear; and 
the children of Iſrael cried out unto the Log D: ' ſome 7 
prayed fi ncerely, others only cried for fear, Then they begann 

11 to murmur, And they ſaid unto Moſes, as if he had in- 

: tended their deſtruction, Becauſe [there were] no graves 

in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the wilder- 


| neſs ? wherefore haſt thou dealt thus with us, to carry 


12 us forth out of Egypt? [Is] not this the word that we 
did tell thee in Egypt, ſaying, Let us alone, that we 


may ſerve the Egyptians ? For [it had been] better for 


us to ſerve the Egyptians, than that we ſhould die in | 


the wilderneſs. 


: '- 4 13 And 

1 It was 3 that they ſhould thus deſpiſe their liberty, 
diſtruſt God's power, and affront Moſes, Juſtly does the pfalmiſt _ 
ſay, P/alm cvi. 7. Our fathers underſtood not thy wonders in 
Egypt; they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies ; but. 
provoked him at the lea, even at the Red ſea.” 
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3 13 And Moſes, who bore this with unparalleled meekneſ;, 

Y made a moſt courageous and heroic anſwer, and {aid unto 
the people, Fear ye not, ſtand ſtill, and fee the ſalvat on 
of the Lok D, which he will ſhow to you to day; „ 
ill in ſolemn admiration, till you ſee cauſe to break ou it 
_ ſongs of praiſe; for the Egyptians whom ye have ce 

to day, ye ſhall ſee them again no more tor We, 3 , 
| that manner, namely, alive, armed, and ready to devour ys 


14 The Lord ſhall fight for you, and ye hall hold your 


23 
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peace; only forbear murmuring, and God will do all for . 24 
# 15 And the Loxp ſaid unto Moles, probably in ifs 
1 1350 ſome ſecret petition he had offercd to God to Pardon the 
Tt people and appear for hem, V. herefore crieft thou unto 
. mer? s is not à lime ſer prayer, but for aclivę ſervice: 
Speak unto the children of Iſrael, that they go forwa:d 
E. 16 toward the Red ſea, that lies before them. But lift thou 
. up thy rod, and ſtretch out thine hand over the ſca, 2 
8 and divide it, command it in my name i divide itſelf « and 
vx the children of Iſrael ſhall go on dry [ground] through 
E 17 the midſt of the ſea. And I, behold, I will harden the 
„ hearts of the Egyptians, and they ſhall follow them; 
1 and I will get me honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all 
= his hoſt, upon his chariots, and upon his horſemen; and 
v3 f 18 will make myſelſ known and feared thro all the earth. And 
2 the Egyptians ſhall know that 1 [am] the LORD, when 
= 1 have gotten me honour upon Phar ach, upon his 
3 chariots, and upon his horſemen. . 


19 And the angel of God, which went before; the camp 
of Iſrael in the cloud, now removed and went behind 
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before 
ti face, and ſtood behind them, and ihus ſeparated be- 
FO 7aween the Tjraclites and the Egyptians, giving light to one, 
20 and 7 to the other : And it came between the camp 
Sf the Egy ptians and the camp of Iſrael; and it was a 
cloud and darkneſs to them,] but it gave light by 
= night [to theſe :] ſo that the one came "not. near tle. 
; fee all the night, _ n 
And Moſes ſtretched out his Ter over the ſea; and 
"oh Lok cauſed the fea to go [back] by a ſtrong eaſt 
wind all Fre DET,” and made the ſea ory Lands J and 
the 
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the waters were divided, 20 the right hand, PE to the left. 


And the children of Trae! went into the midſt of the 
ſea upon the dry | ground: |] and the waters [were] a wall 


could immediately have frozen the ſea, and made a way over 
it; but he choſe to do a new and ſtrange thing in the earth, 


to the midſt of the ſea, even] all Pharaoh's horſes, his 


ar chariots, and his hor ſemen, It is probable they did not ſee 
4, 24 where they were going." And it came to pals that in the 
47 morning watch, between day- break and fun-riſe, that the 
he - LORD looked 1 unto the hoſt of the Egyptians, frowned 
0 upon them, through the pillar of fire and of the cloud, 
and troubled the hoſt of the Egyptians, (Pa. xviii. 14.) 
d  evith terrible and prodigious ſtorms of thunder and lightning, 
11 25 (>. XV. O. P/a. Ixxvit. 185 19.) whereby they were 
a, 25 thrown into great diſorder 1 ; And, running foul on each. 
d WM other, took off their chariot wheels, that they drave 
h them heavily ; perhaps the water began to riſe thro the ſand, 
e and their wheels ſunk in: ſo that the Egyptians, ſeeing 
e dreadful caſe they were in, ſaid, Let us flee from the 
I face of Iſrael; for the Logo fixhteth for them againſt 
id 26 the Egyptians. They began to be wiſe too late. And while 
d ' they were thus in the midſt of the ſea, all in confuſion, and 
n le Iſraelites on the ſhore, the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, 
8 Stretch out thine hand over the ſea, that the waters 


may come again upon the Egyptians, upon their 
7 27 chariots, and upon their horſemen, And Moſes ftretch- 
d ed forth his hand over the ſea, and the ſea returned to 
e His ſtrength, to its ordinary courſe and motion, when the 
- LO morning appeared; and the Egyptians fled againſt it; 
and the Loxp overthrew the Egyptians in the midſt af Ne 


N | 

, 28 "HP. * And the waters returned, and covered the 
. VV . chariots, 
/ Ws It was 3 midnight, ſeven days after the full moon, there- _ 
8 fore dark; and the cloud between them and the Iſraelites might 


prevent their ſeeing the iea Handing as walls on each ſide of 


them. | 
| i Or the meaning may be, that God turned the els be hide : 
. of the cloud toward the Egyptians, on which they ſaw Se fire, 
| and, by the light of it, the ſea in walls, as it were, on each 


nde of them, and were terrified eee 


unto them on their right hand, and on their left. G 


And the Egyptians purſued, and went in after them 


350 EX U D OU S, . 
chariots, and the horſemen, [and] all the hoſt of Ph. 
rach that came into the ſea after them; there remained 

29 not ſo much as one of them. But the children of Iſrae 

walked upon dry [land] in the midſt of the ſea; and the 

Vaters [were] a wall unto them on their right hand, 
and on their left. 

30 Thus the Loꝝx b ſaved Iſrael that hey out of the hand 

of the Egyptians; and Iſrael ſaw the Egyptians dead 

31 upon the ſea ſhore, And Ifrael ſaw that great work 

which the Loxp did upon the Egyptians : and the peo- 
ple feared the Lok, and believed the Lozp, and his 


ſervant Moſes, They ſang his praiſe, Ws in the next Chap 
ter, but ſoon Jugs his works. 
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RO v IDENCE 3 leads men into fol 


2 ſtraits, to anſwer wiſe purpoſes ; to magnify 
his power and goodneſs 1 in their remarkable deliverance; le 
to ſhow the vanity of human helpers, and encourage con. t! 

fidence in him. Let not this ſeem ſtrange, or 2 { 

any. Wait on the Lord, be þ 2008 courage, and he pal u 


- 2 thine heart. a 
| os 2. Obſerve and hint the great degree of 13 toil » 
= which the heart may be brought. What folly and madnes Ml 
was Pharaoh guilty of! what excuſe can be made for ſuch a W 3 
Conduct? What could he intend by it? ? But he and his Ml & 
= people were mad with envy and revenge. One would have W © 
= thought the laſt plague ſhould have humbled him; but he 
grew worſe and worſe, till utter deſtruction came upon him, 
. | The conduct of the Iſraelites was equally ſtrange, in doubt. 


ing and murmuring, after all theſe glorious appearances for 
them. It had been righteous 1 in God to cut them off. Bp. 
Hal. obſerves, © God's . was no leſs a miracle 
than their deliverance.” np 
3. Let us adore the divine power in 3 88 the 
ſea, Whatever objection there may be raiſed again this 
miracle, we may juſtly ſay, with the Pſalmiſt, What ailed 
thee, O thau ſea, that thou fleddeſt ? Pſa. cxiv. 5. No wonder 
ms divided at the Lc * the Lord, at the 2 of jt 
Go 
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E X O DUS. AY: 3 5 
God of Jacob! We are called upon to behold, and meditate 
on this great work, Pja. Ixvi. 5, 6, 7. Come and ſee the works 
of God : he is Krahl in his doing toward the children of men. 
= turned the ſea into ary land; they went through the flood on 
: there did we rejoice in him, He ruleth by his power for 
eber; lus eyes behold the nations : tel not the rebellious exalt_ 
themſeFoes. Obſerve God's power; he waters ſaw thee, O 
God, the waters ſaw thee, the depths alſo were troubled. The 
ſeo is his, and he made it; he governs it as he pleaſeth. 7 
God is ſtill able to defend his people; and he promiſes, 
Ihen thou paſſe et thro the waters, I will be with thee, and thro* 
the rrvers, they ſhall not overflow thee; when thou walkeſt thro* 
28 fire, thou ſhalt not be burned ; neither ſhall the flame kindle 
don thee ;, therefore truſt in him. The apoſtle ſays, Heb. 
1. 29, By faith they paſſed tro the Red ſea as by dry 
land. And the prophet Iſaiah exhorts us to ruſt in the Lind N 
for ever, for in the Lord Fehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. 


4. With what horror and confuſion will ſinners at lt 


ke their miſery, when it is too late, and God looks upon 


them with the terrors of his final wrath ! What a terrible _ 
ſcene of confuſion was here, when the ground began to open 
under them, when the waves were rolling down upon them, 


and no poſſibility of eſcape ! The Lord is known by the judg- 
ments which he executeth. Phe ſea ſwallowed them up, and 
having overwhelmed them awhile, caſt them on its ſands, 
a ſpectacle of triumph to the adverſaries, Like this ſhall be 
the caſe of impenitent ſinners ; they oppoſe God, but ſudden 
deftruftion cometh upon them, from which hey ſhall not eſcape. 
With what horror will ſinners ſee the bottomleſs pit open 
before them! They will then be glad to return to the body, 
or the world they have left; but they are ſwallowed up in 


the gulph of immeaſurable eternity! Let ſinners hear and — 


fear, and ſin no more preſumptuouſſy. 


5. With what joy ſhall good men, at ul; fe all thete , 


enemies deftroyed, and themſelves ſecured in perfect victory 
and triumph. The enemies that perplex them at preſent, 


ſhall at length be deſtroyed, and vex them no more for ever, 
So ſhall God overwhelm Satan and all his hoſts; death and 
deſtruction ſhall he ſwallowed up in victory. The people of 


God inal ſtand on the Mare of another world, and fee them 
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253 - R DS. XV. 
all deſtroyed, to riſe no more! In the faith and hope of of 
this great work indeed, let us fear the Lord and believe th; 


Lord, and his ſervant Moſes ; : then ſhall we be made meet to 
ſhare in the deliverances of God's people, and to jou in 


the _ of Moſes and the Lamb for ever. 


* 


g 2 6 


c 11 A P. XV. 1-19. 


> Contains the ſous of Moſes, the ſervant of the Feel Ir was 


indited by him, and ſung by him and the Iſraelites on the ſhore 
of the Red ſea, on the laſt day of unleavened bread, which was 
appointed to be an holy convocation. The defign of it was, to 


expreſs joy in God for their late deliverance, and to cheriſh ſen. 


_ timents of gratituge and obedlence to Fs voth in Moſe e5 and 
the People 


5 a lively ſenſe of his deliverance, ſpake, laying, I will 
ſing unto the Lok b, for he hath ti iumphed gloriouſſy; 


the horſe and his rider hath he thrown! into the ſea, The” 


the horſes were numerous and terrible, yet God overthrecw 
them all, as eaſily as if there had been but one horſe and on: 


2 rider. The Lord [is] my ſtrength, not only my porter. 
ful helper, but my frength and courage itſelf, having had no 


_ occaſion to exert any of my own ; and my ſong, he alone i 7s the 
alle“ of it; and he is become my falvation, he did it all 
tumfelf, and perſonally engaged for me: he [is] my God, 
parliculariy concerned for my happineſs as an Iſraelite, and 


the ſole object of my worſhip, love and truſt, and I will 

prepare him an habitation, contribute cheerfully to it out. 
of my ſpoils; he is alſo my father's God; not a ſtrange 
God, lng 08 till this day, but the antient  proteer of my. 


Family, N 


* This is; FA TT We the moſt antient and: noble: piece of 


poetry in the world, A French critic obſerves, the turn 1s oreat, 


the thoughts noble, the tile ſublime and magnificent; the ex- 


preſſions itrong, the figures bold: every part abounds with image: 
that ſtrike the mind and poſleſs the imagination. Some of the 


fineſt paſſages in heathen writers 1 cold and groreling, when 


| compared with chis longs? 


\HEN fang Moſes and the children of [Gael ts 


| ſong unto the Lord, and every one, being impreſſed 


— ww os — 


©> — 
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family; the God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Jab} ; "6 I 
will exalt him; I have a thouſand proofs of his love and 
care, therefore T will maintain the higheſt veneration for 
him, ſpeak well of his name, celebrate his praiſe, and join 
3 hearlily in his worſhip. The Lorp [is] a man of war, a 
noble warrior, an irreſiſtible champion, better than thou- 
ſands of chariots and horſemen : the Lok D Jehovah [is] 


5 4 his name, the Almighty God that keepeth his word, Pha- 


raoh's chariots and his hoſt hath he caſt into the ſea with 
violence, like an arrow ſhot out of a bow : his choſen cap- 

_ tains alſo, 7/e moſt valiant, the greateſt tyrants, are 
drowned in the Red ſea, which was thought to be under 


| 5 the protection of the gods of Egypt. I he depths have 


covered them : they Hunke! into the bottom as a tone, as 
unable to riſe again, as a flone plunged in the depih of the 
fea, —Then Moſes, leaving the plain narration of the fact, 


6 breaks out into the moſt grand and ſublime Agures. Thy 


right hand, O Los p, is become glorious in power: 
thy right hand, O Loxbp, hath daſhed in pieces the 
enemy, hurled them againſt the rocks 1 in the Red ſea, and 


7 daſhed them in pieces at once. And in the greatneſs of 


thine excellency thou haſt overthrown them that roſe 
up againſt thee :! thou didft not employ any earthly force, 
or angelic hoſts, but ſenteſt forth thy wrath, [which] 
conſumed them as eaſily, ſuddenly, and utterly, as ſtubble. 


8 Iſa. xlvii. 14. And with the blaſt of thy noſtrils the 


Waters were gathered together, the floods ſtood up- 
right as an heap, [and]! "the depths were congealed in 


5 the heart of the ſea, made to ſtand ſtill on heaps, as if 


4 they had been mountains of ice. The enemy faid, I will 
e 1 wall overtake, l Will divide che ſpoil; my luſt, 


. my | 


ib Egypt was 8 of its excellegey and frengrk, and deſpiſed 1 


and contemned God; and as 3 proud creatures roſe up againſt 


him, he alſo roſe and aſſumed all the elevation 3 infinite 
grandeur, all the height of his faprome majet. ty, againſt them. 


m Better to paint the divine indignation and its effects, the 
prophet borrows the 1mage of Laan wrath, whoſe. lively tranſ- 


ports are accompanied with. an haſty. breathing, which cauſes a 


violent and impetuous blaſt; and when this wr -ath, in a powerful 
perſon, directs itſelf to a fearful populace, it forces them to give 


way, and fall in a tumultuous manner upon one another. Thus 
the affrighted waters fle w. from their bed, and crowded together. 
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11 Who [is] like unto thee, O Lord, among the 


come unto thy holy habitation, to Canaan, the promiſed land. 
14 beautifully deſcribed. The people ſhall hear, [and] be 


| hold on the inhabitants of Paleſtina, he Philiſtines «ko 
15 lived neareſt and would firſt hear of it. Then the dukes of 


16 befere the Jon. F ear and dread ſhall fall wow: them ; by 


very. They thought themſelves ſure of victory, rioting in the 


354 EL OD US xy. 
my revenge, ſhall be ſatisfied upon them ; I will draw my 
10 ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them“ Thou didft bloy 
with thy wind, uo need to firetch out thy arm, thy breath 
was ſufficient, the ſea covered them, overwhelmed the vj 
and mighty hoſt : they ſank as lead in the mighty waters, 
ſuddenly, irrecoverably. — Then Moſes, tranſported bey ond 
himſelf, breaks out in the nobleſt aſcriptions of praiſe. 


7 


gods, among the great ones of the earth, or the heathen gods, 
on whom they called in their aiſtreſs * who [is] like thee, 
glorious in holineſs, manifeſting thy power in an 2 
manner, puniſhing tyrants, and delivering the oppreſſed; wii, 8 
Volineſs is thy chief ercellency and glory; fearful [in] praiſes, 
lerrible in thoſe things for which we praiſe thee; doing won- 
ders, great and marvellous works, for an ungrateſul People, 


: 12 who provoked thee even at the Red ſea, Thou firetch- 


edſt out thy right hand, the earth {ſwallowed them; 9 
ea returned with 2 much force as to bury ſome in the earth 5 


- ö 1 4 at the bottom, and threw others on the fangs on ſhore. Thou 


in thy mercy haſt led forth the people [which] thou haft 
redeemed: thou haſt guided [them] in thy ſtrength un- 
to thy holy habitation, Me are confident thou wilt lead 
hem ſafely and quietly, as a ſhepherd his flock ; will guide 
; them by thy preſence, defend them by thy ſtrength, till the 


Nie effect this would have on "neighbouring nations is thei 


afraid; (ſee Deut. ii. 25. Joſb. ii. 9.) ſorrow ſhall take 


E dom, the deſcendents of Eſau, who lived on the borders 
| of the Red ſea, and thro whoſe country they were to paſs, 
| ſhall be amazed; the mighty men of Moab, trembling 
| ſhall take hold upon them when they hear of theſe things: 
all the inhabitants of Canaan ſhall melt away, like wan 


the 


u Some I will cut to pieces, 8 T will bring Piel to ſla- 


ſpoiſ, and defying the God of Iſrael: but how dreadful the iſſue, 


aud how ain the deſcription ! v. 16. 


EXODUS XY. 355 
the greatneſs of thine arm they ſhall be [as] ſtill as a 
| ſtone, quite e unable to reſiſt, like men amazed and 


out of their ſenſes : till thy people paſs over, O Lox, till 
the people paſs over, [which] thou haſt purchaled, hat 


5 redeemed with a ſtrong arm. Thou ſhalt bring them in 55 


0% great kindneſs, tenderneſs and care, and plant them in 
the mountain of thine inheritance, in the mountainous coun- 
try of Canaan, or in the mountain where the temple was after- 


Wards built, [in] the place, O Loap, [which] thou haſt — 


made for thee to dwell in, [in] the Sanctuary, O Loy, 
[which] thy hands have eſtabliſhed, æ,j thou wilt cer- 
18 tainly cauſe 5 be built and eſtabliſbed. The Lox ſhall reign 
for ever and ever, 10 protect his Jjrael, and perpetuate chews 15 
_ bleſſings from generation to generation. —Then the ſong con- 
cludes, as it began, with relating the plain matter of fact, 
that their gratitude and obedience to their great deliverer 


19 might be handed down from generation to generation, For 


the horſe of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with 
his horſemen into the ſea, and the Loxp brought again 


Iſrael v went on * t in the midſt of the e fea. 


REFLECTIONS. 


Particular adapted to the defeat of the Rebels, at the battle 
of Cups, April 16, 1 746, when theſe were written.) 


*. | 


view of the deliverances God hath afforded us. 
iſrael tood on the ſhore of the Red ſea, and looked back on 
the danger they had eſcaped, and the enemy they had ſeen 


liverances God hath wrought for us, with wonder, gr atitude, 


and the remarkable manner in which we were freed from ts; 
God, to puniſh us for our fins, nath cauſed a ſword to go 
thro? great part of our land; ſuffered our enemies, more 
than once, to be ſucceſsful; while every good man's heart 
trembled for fear, for himſelf, his family, his friends, his 
country, and the church of God. Our national fins had 
been lo many, that We bad reaſon to fear God was angry, 


and 


the waters of the ſea upon them; but the children of 8 


wy; 1 
E may learn how proper it is, to take a 1 2 


deſtroyed before their eyes. Let us alſo look back on the de 


and joy. Let us recollect the imminent danger we were „ 
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and would utterly conſume us. Our hearts were ready to 


melt at the apprehenſion of one or another inſtance of the 


ſucceſs of our enemies; the conſequence of which would 
have been the loſs of every thing dear and valuable. We 
ſhould have been brought to worſe than Egyptian lavery, 
to the cruel bondage of popery, and all the diſmal effects of 
| arbitrary power. But we were delivered, and our liberty 
fixed on a firm foundation. How proper is it, that we ſhould 
remember this, to make us cautious, humble, watchful, and 
obedient. We ſhall not think this exhortation unſeaſon. 
able, when we recollect how prone we are to forget our 
dangers and eſcapes, at leaſt when they are paſt and gone, 
| and to think each of them leſs conſiderable than they really 
were. We are apt to laugh at our former fears, and di. 
miniſh the glory of our mercies. 


2. Let us aſcribe the praiſe of all our e to 


N God, even to the Lord, who is @ man of war, whoſe name is 

1 Ixhovan; his right hand got us the victory; he is become our 
' ſalvation. Whoever was the inſtrument, he was the great 
author, and ſhould have the praiſe, He is our fathers' 
God, let us exalt him. In various inſtances he hath freed 
us from the yoke of bondage, and baffied the deſigns of 
that tyrannical and cruel family, that had been the ſcourge 


and plague of this nation for more than one hundred and 


fifty years. Let us exalt him in our thoughts; entertain 
the higheſt veneration for ſo excellent and glorious a 

Being; eſpecially one who has been ſo kind to us. Let us 
_ reverence his name, his day, and his ſanctuary; exalt him 
in our hearts, by our lips, and in our lives. Let us ſhow 


our gratitude, by tranſmitting to the riſing generation, the 


knowledge of his mighty acts and the wonderful works he 
haath done; and thus keep the memory of them in our Own 
hearts, and teach our children” 8 children the loving kia”: 
, the Lord. „ 5 
3 ꝗ. We may obſerve the 3 af Salomon, verified 
585 here, that pride and inſolence often go before deſtruction, aud 
4 heughty ſpirit before a fall. This was the caſe with Pharaoh 
and his hoſts, The enemy ſoid I will purſue, 1 evil overtake, I 
_ wwill divide the ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be jatisfied upon em; 1 will 
w my Jer, my hand ſhall defirey them, 1 his was the caſe 


W ith 


with our rebellious enemies; they ſeemed to be ſure of vie- 
happy land of liberty enſlaved worſe than ever, and the 


an inſolent pretender. Having been long, as they thought, 
kept out of poſſeſſion of what they imagined their due, or 
their deſert, they would have ſeized upon it violently ; and, 
like an hungry beaſt, have devoured every thing that came 
in their way, without pity or remorſe. They expected no- 


the nation, and to ſatisfy their luſts upon thoſe who had op- 
oſed their ſchemes. But in the greatneſs of his excellency, 
God lifted up himſelf, and overthrew them. They roſe up 
againſt the king he had made, the people he had choſen, 
and the religion he had eſtabliſhed ; and he ſent forth his 
wrath, which conſumed them as ſtubble; and perhaps there 
ſcarce ever was a victory, to which this ſimilitude, conſumed - 
as flubble, might more juſtly be applied; ſo ſpeedily and 
irrecoverably were they defeated. Let us learn to guard 
againſt pride and inſolence, when ſpeaking of the moſt con- 
temptible enemy, for the race is not to the ſwift, nor the batile 
to the ſtrong. Thoſe that walk in pride, God is moſt likely 79 
abaſe. He refiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble, 


liverances, let us bind ourſelves by ſolemn ties to the Lord, 
vice. Moſes, in v. 2. takes advantage of the good diſpoſi- 


be grateful, dutiful, and obedient : and this ſhould be the 
fruit of thoſe good impreſſions which divine mercy makes 


and religion? Let all be employed for him. Let us ſtudy, 
that we may render to the Lord, according to his benefits , 
offer to Ged thankſgiving, but pay our vocus, the vows we made 
in the day of trouble. Every freſh remembrance of divine 


we delivered out of the hands of our enemies? Lei us ſerve 5 


tory, expected nothing but to ſee our armies flying, this 


whole nation carved out among the favourites and friends of 


thing but to purſue and overthrow; to riot in the ſpoil of - 


4. When under impreſſions of gratitude for great de- 


and devote ourſelves, and what we have and are, to his ſer. 


tion of the people, to lead them to promiſe that they would 85 
upon us. Has the Lord preſerved our liberty, our property, 


and conſider what we can do for his honour, and what 
good offices for the houſe of our God, Let us not only _ 


| favour, is a renewed call to be grateful and obedient. Are 


ver 4 •ꝝ um 
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Vim without fear, in holineſs and righteouſneſs : j not liks lire! 
who ſang his praiſes, but ſoon forgat his works. Let us re. 
member them, and be engaged by them to obey his lays, 

and ſerve his intereſt. This is the beſt and moſt acceptable 
expreſſion of gratitude: 70 obey 7s better than ſacrifice; hetter 
than even finging and giving praiſe: it is the likelieſt way 

to obtain further favour. Let us then, this day, lay our ſouls 
under freſh engagements to do the will of God, in all its 
branches, with all ſteadineſs and cheerfulneſs. An humble, 
holy heart, is the beſt habitation we can prepare for him, 
and well-doing is the ſureſt und: beſt method of exalting and 

glorifying . 

5. Let us take encouragement from what God hath done, 
do truſt him for the future, and to hope that he will ſtil 
protect us: thus Moſes did. The malice of our enemies 
was reſtleſs and implacable; they ſeemed deſirous to move 
heaven and earth to bring about their purpoſes, and were 
quite mad with envy, rage, and diſappointment. But he 
that fitteth in heaven laughed at them; the Lord had them in di. 
riſion. Thus, like the Canaanites before Iſrael's God, they 
trembled and melted away. Let us adore that kind provi. 
gs bore not only ſuppreſſed the rebellion, but brought 
to light the ſecret combinations and rebellious aſſociations 
of thaſe, who, while they tiled themſelves patriots, and 
the only eſpouſers and defenders of the intereſts of their 
country, have been labouring to ſubdue and undermine it; 
or, Which is nearly as bad, have ſtood tamely by to ſee 
others do it. God hath not yet forſaken our land, but will 
ve truſt, diſcover and confound all the plots of our enemies, 


: that fear and dread ſhall fall upon them, and that they 
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ſhall be till as a ſtone, May we not hope, that he Lord, 
Who is our flrength and our ſong, will, with regard to this alſo, 
become cur ſalvation. Let our ſouls make our boaſt in God, 


and place our confidence in him alone, who hath delivered, : 
end doth deliver, and we truſt will ſtill deliver us. 


6. Let us be thankful for our more excellent deliver- 


ance by Jeſus Chriſt, and, with the ſong of Moſes, join 
alſo that of the Lamb. This reflection and advice 1s never 


unſeaſonable. When we commemorate e temporal deliver- 
ances, 
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nces, we ſhould then, eſpecially, ſtir up our hearts to re- 
nember ſpiritual ones. God's right hand became glorious 
n power, when by his ſon, he deſtroyed the works of the 
devil, and overcame principalities and powers; and he 
hall at length deſtroy all the church's enemies. According 
to Rev. XV. 2, 3, 4. the heavenly hoſt, thoſe eſpecially hat 
tad gotten the victory over the beaſt, ſtood upon the ſea of glaſs, 
having the harps of God in their hands. And they ſing the 
ſing of Moſes, the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the Lamb, 
ſching, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Al- 
mighty ;, juſt and true are thy ways, thou King of ſaints. Who _ 
ſhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only 
art holy : for all nations ſhall come and worſhip before thee ;, for 
tly judgments are made manifeſt. This is deſcribed as their 
tated employ z it is an abridgment of this ſong we have been 
conſidering : they celebrate the complete victory over their 
enemies, and aſcribe the honour of all to God. It is called 
the ſong of the Lamb, becauſe Jeſus, the Lamb of God, is 
therein celebrated as the author and finiſher of that great 
deliverance. He does for his people, what Jehovah did for 
[rae], Let us be ſolicitous, that, by divine grace, we 
may be qualified to bear our part in this ſong, Let us 
boldly oppoſe the yoke of our ſpiritual enemies, and carry 
on our warfare againſt them, till victory be completed. In 
the proſpect of this, let us begin the ſong of heaven upoo rn 
earth, and long to perfect it in a better world, where no 
tears are mingled with the ſong, no murmurings nor pro- 
vocations are known. We ſhall there ſee Moſes and the 
Lamb, and by them be taught theſe ſongs of praiſe; and 
ſee abundantly more of their excellency, beauty, and ſuit- 
ableneſs, than it is poſſible for us to do here. Thither al 
| the redeemed of the Lord ſhall come, with ſongs and everlaſting 
/1y upon their heads, and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flee way, 
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C H A P. XV. 20, to the end. 5 
Loving conſidered the ſong of Moſes, we have here an account of 


| the manner in which it was ſung; and ſome circumſtances that 
- nenen IfraePs march from the Red ſea. 


ND Miriam the propheteſs, the ſiſter of Aaron, 
and half ſiſter of Moſes, took a timbrel, or ſmall | 
drum, in her hand; and all the women went out after 
her with timbrels and with dances, which was the uſual | 
21 way of rejoicing in thoſe days. And Miriam anſwered 
them, hat is, the men, ſaying, probably after every verſe 
that they ſung, Sing ye to the Lorp, for he hath 
triumphed gloriouſſy; the horſe and his rider hath he 
1 thrown 1 into the ſea. 

22 So Moſes brought Iſrael from the Red 13 and they 5 
went out into the wilderneſs of Shur, or Etham, of e 
Shur might be a part; and they went three days in the 
wilderneſs, and found no water. This was a great dif- 
: 2 3 ficulty to them and their cattle, And when they came to 
Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, 

for they [were] bitter: therefore the name of it was 8 
called Marah, Hat is, bitterneſs, 1 
24 And the people, inſtead of looking up to Ged, a 

>, full murmured againſt Moſes, ſaying, What ſhall we 
2 5 drink? And he cried unto the LoxD; and the Logo 
ſhowed him a tree, [which] when he had caſt into the 
Waters, the waters were made {weet : God could have done 
this with a word, but he choſe to uſe means, to exerciſe the 
faith and ſubmiſſion of Moſes and the Iſraelites : there he 
made for them a ſtatute and an ordinance; he admoniſh- 
ed them to take heed of murmuring, and to carry themſelves 
more obediently for the future; and made this a ſtatute, 
that if they would do ſo, he would be gracious to them; 
and there he proved them; tried their faith, by the wait 
H water, and their obedience, by this general command 
26 And he ſaid, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 
8 of the Loy thy God, and wilt do that which 1 is right 
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0 This was a common method among Fa [ſraclites and rheir 
| temple worldip .v was a good 122 in this way. 
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in his ſight, and wilt give ear to his commandments, 
and keep all his ſtatutes, I will put none of theſe 

diſeaſes upon thee, which I have brought upon the 

Egyptians: for I [am] the Logp that healeth thee ; am 

able to heal and help thee in body and foul, and to preſerve 
thee from all evil, both preſent and future.” 


271 And they came to Elim, where rs] tealve * wells 


of water, enough for themſelves and their cattle, and three- 
ſcore and ten palm trees, which were refreſhing, both by 

heir ſhade and their fruit; and they encamped there by 
the waters, which was one of the moſt pleaſant SÞots in their 
J 'our Ney. | 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. '* E learn hence, how * the moſt pleaſing cir- 


by cumſtances in life may be emhittered. The 
 Ifraelites were very happy on the borders of the Red ſea; 


5 wonderful miracles were wrought for them, and their ene- 
mies were quite deſtroyed: they entered into the wilderneſs, 
and there wanted water; but they could find none but bitter 


water. This is often the caſe of the Iſrael of God : when 
they have got rid of this or the other difficulty, or enemy, 


they think all is ſafe, and that there is no more danger: 
but the next ſtage of their journey tries their faith and 
their patience again. They ſee water, and expect comfort 
and refreſhment in it, but meet with diſappointment. | 


Thus are we often pleaſed with expectations that only 


dantalize us. We ſhould therefore not expect too much in 
this wilderneſs, ſhould not be too fond of any creature en- 
joyment. If at any time we come to Elim, to wells of 


| water, we ſhould be thankful for it, but not take up our reſt 


there; we ſhould think of going forward. Let us keep 
Canaan i in view, and the proſpect of that will bear us thro? 


” all the difficulties and hardſhips of the wilderneſs. 


1 2. Let us take encouragement from God's promiſes to 


VVV 


7 It was neceſſary this precaution ſhould be added : conſider- 


> ing what God had done for them, they might expect he would 


bear with every thing, and not be diſpleaſed with nor Puniſh their 


diſobedience; but here he declares the W & - 


JJV 
Iſrael, humbly to hope, that if we hearken to the voice of 
the Lord our God, and do that which is right in his fight, he 
will bring none of thoſe diſeaſes upon us, which he brought 


upon the Egyptians; that we ſhall find him ready to bleſs 
us, and to ſecure us from thoſe evils, which he brings upon | 
his enemies. God's commandments are life to them that 
find them, and health to all their bones. Let us hope that 
he will heal our diſeaſes, and crown our lives with loving. | 
kindneſs. But if not, he will in a ſpiritual ſenſe be our | 
phyſician, the Lord that healeth us; he will rectify our dif. I 
orders, make afflictions uſeful, and ſubſervient to the 
| health of our fouls, and at length bring us to the heavenly | 


Canaan. 
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CHAP, xv 


The laſt chapter concluded with an account of Iſrael being ea) 


and happy at Elim, but hene we find them in the wilderneſs, 


in difficulties and ſtraits. J. hey murmur for want of meat; God 


promiſes to provide for them; he accompliſhes the promiſe ; and 
gives directions about the management of their new proviſions, 


1 A ND they took their journey from Elim, and all 
|  { A the congregation of the children of Iſrael came 
unto the wilderneſs of Sin, which [is] between Elim 


and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the ſecond month 


after their departing out of the land of Fgypt, juft a 
month from their coming out of Egypt; ſo long the proviſion; 


2 laſted which they brought with them. And the whole con- 
gregation, hat is, the greateſt part of the children of 


 lrael murmured againſt Moſes and Aaron in the wil- | 
3 derneſs : And the children of Iſrael ſaid unto them, 


Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lox, 


by any of the plagues, in the land of Egypt, when we fat 


by the fleſh pots, [and] when we did eat bread-to the 


tull 3? for ye have brought us forth into this wilderneſs, 
7 Probably they had not ſuch plenty in Egypt, nor did the, 


think it ſo good, while they were flaves there; but their impa- 
tience and fretfulneſs made them ſay this. ah 1 


K 
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to o kill this whole aſſembly with hunger. Ungrateful Peo- 
ple! thus to cenſure Moſes a Aaron, who had been inflru- 
ments of ſuch deliverances, « 1 Whoſe hearts were full of 
kindneſs to them. 
4 Then faid the Lonn unto I oſes, Behold, I will 
rain, not fire and prinfeone, which they might juſtly have c- 
pected, but bread trom heaven for you, that is, manna, 
whereof they made themjulyes vread it ſhall fall down from 
heaven, in the manner ꝙ rain, and the people ſhall go 
A out and gather a certain rate, an omer, every day, that 


I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, 
or no, whether they will be drawn to obedience hereby, or 


5 ftill continue obſtinate and refractory. And it ſhall come 


Pare [that] which they bring in; and it ſhall be twice as 
much as they gather daily. 


7 as you ſay, to kill you with hunger: And in the morning, 
then ye ſhall ſee the glory of the Logrp, ze glorious 


we, that ye murmur againſt us? We are but inſtruments 


the morning bread to the full; for that the Loxp hear- 


eth your murmurings which ye murmur againſt him: 


and what [are] we? your murmurings 002 not oof 
us, but againſt the LoR p. 


gregation of the children of Iſrael, Come near, in the 
10 heard your murmurings. And it came to paſs, as Aaron 


hold, the glory of the Los p appeared in the cloud, 203th 
an 6: rar ina orightneſs. 


to paſs, that on the fixth day of the week, they ſhall pre- 


6 And Moſes and Aaron faid unto all the children of | 
Iſrael, At even, then ye ſhall know that the LoRD hath 
brought you out from the land of Egypt, and not we, 


appearance of God in the cloud (v. 10.); for that he heareth _ 
your murmurings againſt the LORD: and what [are] 


' that God makes uſe of in this greet work; he is the principal 
author ;, therefore your murmurings reflect more upon him 


8 than us. And Moſes faid, [This ſhall be,] when the 
Lob ſhall give you in the evening fleſh to eat, and in 


9 And Moſes ſpake unto Aaron, Say 3 all the 3 
Place of publick worſhip, before the Lorp : for he hath 


| ſpake unto the whole congregation of the children of 
Iſrael, that they looked toward the wilderneſs, and, be- 


2 4 11 And 
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11 12 Aid the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, faying, I have 


heard the murmurings of the children of Iſrael : ſpeak 
unto them, ſaying, At even ye ſhall eat fleſh, and in 


the morning ye ſhall be filled with bread ; and ye ſhall 
know that 1 [am] the Lonp your God, Je foall have 


freſb proofs of my power and faithfulneſs. 
13 And it came to pals, that at even the quails, feathered 

fowls, came up, and covered the camp: and in the 

morning the dew, under which the manna was hid, la 


1 
14 round about the hoft, And when the dew that lay was 
gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderneſs | there 


lay] a ſmall round thing, [as] ſmall as the hoar froſt 
15 on the ground. And when the children of Iſrael ſaw 
. [itz] they ſaid one to another, It [is] manna, or, hat 
3s this ? for they wiſt not what it [was.] And Moſes 
 faid unto them, This is] the bread which the Lozy 


hath given you to cat, the portion which God hath given 
Jon. © - 


16 This [is] the thing which the Lonp hath mand. 


ed, Gather of it every man according to his eating, an 


cmer, about five pints, for every man, Faccording to! 
the number of your perſons; take ye every man for 
17 [them] which [are] in his tents. And the children of 

18 Ifrael did fo, and gathered, ſome more, ſome leſs. And 
when they did mete [it] with an omer, he that gather- 


ed much had nothing over, and he that gathered little 


had no lack; they gathered every man according to 


his eating, every maſter of a family according to the num 
19 ber of his family. And Moſes ſaid, Let no man leave of it 


till the morning : what they conld not eat was to be made 


away with, to prevent their diſtruſt in God's care and good- 
20 meſs in giving them more. Notwithſtanding they heark- | 
** ened not unto Moſes; but ſome of them left'of it until 

. . the morning, and it bred worms, and ſtank: and Moſes 
was wroth with them, was angry at this perverſeneſs, 1 this. 

21 abel, and ene And my . it every 


| morning, 


They put it into a common ſock ; and tho? ſome gathered 


more, and ſome leſs, yet, when meaſured out, it was juſt the 


The apolile applies this to the con- 
tributions of chriſtians, that they ould impart to thoſe. who 


quantity that was wanted. 


reed, 2 Cor. viii. 14, 15. 


21 
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morning, every man according to his eating: and when 
the ſun waxed hot, it melted. Hereby God taught them 
diligence in providing food while they had time and Means, 
and to depend daily upon his providence. == 

And it came to paſs, [that] on the ſixth day they ga. 
thered twice as much bread, two omers for one [man :* 
and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moſes, that they might receive directions from him how to or- 
der this their double portion. And he ſaid unto them, This 
[is that] which the Lorp hath ſaid 70 the patriarchs of old, 
To morrow ſis] the reſt of the holy ſabbath unto the 
 Lory; à plain intimation, that the ſabbath was obſerved 
before the covenant at Sinai: bake [that] which ye will 
bake [to day, ] and ſeethe that ye will ſeethe, hat ye may 
not have it to do on the ſabbath; and that which remaineth | 
over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. 
24 And they laid it up till the morning, as Moſes bade: 
and it did not ſtink, neither was there any worm there 
5 2 5 in.” And Moſes ſaid, Eat that to day, which ye 3 ; 
_ Jefteraay, for to day [is] a ſabbath unto the Lorp: to 
B 26 day ye ſhall hot find it in the field. Six days ye hat ” 
ggther it; but on the ſeventh day, [which is] the ſab- 
27 bath, in it there ſhall be none. And it came to paſs, | 
" [that] there went out [ſome] of the people on the 
ſeventh day for to gather, and they found none. 
28 And the LoxD was diſpleaſed with them, and ſaid unto 
Moſes, that he might ſay it to theſe people, How long refuſe = 
ye to keep my commandments and my laws? eſpecially 
29 the important law of keeping the ſabbath ? See, for that 


the Loxrp hath given you the ſabbath, therefore he 


_ giveth you on the ſixth day the bread of two days: 
abide ye every man in his place, in the camp, let no man 
gꝗ9 go out of his place on the ſeventh day, 10 gather manna, 
20 or to do any ſervile work. (Lev. xxiii. 3.) So the people 5 
31 reſted on tlie ſeventh h day from ban manna. And 
tHe. 
9 1 dces not appear that Moſes had cold Fa people to do this; 
but, to their ſurprize, when they had gathered the uſual quan- 
tity, there was as much more left. 
This was another extraordinary providence, and thawed the 


difference between doing a thing by God's command and bleſs- 
ing, and doing it contrary to theſe. | 
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„ "Eg tells us, it was a 3 pot, Heb. ix. 4. 
* Tho” this is related here to make a full end of the tory of 


the houſe of Iſrael called the name thereof Manna 
which was taken from the queſtion they aſked, What 1 


it? and it [was] like coriander ſeed, white; and the 
taſte of it, before it was baked, ¶ was] like wafers [made] | 


with honey, but when areſſed, it was like freſh oil. 
- Namo. x1. 8. 


32. And Moſes faid, This [is] the thing which the Link 9 
commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for your 


generations; that they may ſee the bread wherewith ! 
have fed you in the wilderneſs, when J brought you 


forth from the land of Egypt; that they may ſee how good | 
33 Gad is, and how unreaſonable your murmurings are. And 
| Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an omer 


full of manna therein, and lay it up before the LO, to 
be kept for your generations. This was another mirade, 


34 that it kept ſo long without putrefaction. As the Lorp 
commanded Moſes, ſo Aaron laid it up before the Tel. 
timony, to be kept; hat is, in the ark, where the teſti- 


mony or two tables which teſtified or declared God's will to 
lz people, were to be put. 5 


8 35 And the children of Iſrael did eat manna near forty : 


years, until they came to a land inhabited; they did eat 


| manna, until they came unto the borders of the land of | 
36 Canaan, Now an omer 08]. the tenth [part]. of an 


nod} 
REFLECTIONS. 


E ſe here the variety of events that befel the 1. 
* V rael of God we left them at Elim; perhaps they 


expected to move towards Canaan, but we find them i in the 
| wildernefs ſtill. This is frequently the caſe of good men, 
in their journey toward the heavenly world; when pleaſed 
uith the proſpect, they are unwilling to leave the delightful 
Pee: but may muſt ariſe and . and enter into the _ 


: wilderneſs 5 


the manna, yet it was not done till after the giving of the law, 


Deut. X. 


An ephah was about three becks, or r forty eight pints 
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| gilderneſs again. Let us expect ſuch things i in this world, 
and be eaſy in every place, ſince God's providence is as real 
and as great a . as the Pillar of cloud and fire was 
to Iſrael. 
. Let us guard our hearts, that they do not murmur. 
againſt God, when we are in difficult circumſtances. What 
a ſtrange and perverſe people was this! They quarrelled 
with Moſes, with Aaron, and with God; as if there were a 
combination between them to ſtarve them all. The heart 
is too ready to fret againſt God when brought into ſtraits 
therefore ſhould be kept itt all diligence, We ſhould not 
| ſpeak againſt God, nor diſtruſt his power and care; eſpe- 
cially after having had experience of it; having ſang his 
| praiſe for paſt mercies, let us not forget his works, leſt we 
diſhonour him, injure our own ſouls, and provoke him to 
take away our remaining comforts. A ſuſpicious, mur- 
muring temper, is a ſufficient plague to any man; there. 
fore, Watch and pray; neither murmur ye, as ſome of them ; 
murmured, and were deſtroyed in the wilderneſs. 
3. Let us be more concerned about God's honour ww 5 
our own. Thus Moſes and Aaron were, v. 7. And uhiat 
are we, that ye murmur againſt us? Your murmurings are 
not againſt us, but againſt the Lord; our injury is little 
when compared with his. We ſhould be much more griev- 
ed when ſinners affront God, and i injure their own ſouls, 
than when they affront and injure us. We may, perhaps, . 
deſerve it from them, at leaſt from God; but he never 
deſerves it: it is daring impiety — him, and therefore - 
| ſhould affect and grieve us. 
4. Let the daily ſupplies of life teach us to know the 
Lord, and depend upon him. v. 12. At even ye ſhall eat 
fleſh, and i in the morning ye ſhall be filled with bread; and ye © 
ſhall know that 1 am the Lord your God. God giveth food 10 
all fleſh, for his mercy endureth for ever. The eyes of all wait 
on him; he ſpreadelh our table, and filleth our cup. The 
| producing corn out of the earth, is as wonderful as the 
raining of manna from heaven; let us therefore acknow- 
| ledge God's hand in the ſupplies of life. We as con- 
ſtantly depend upon his providence and care, as Iſrael did ; 
therefore Sh keen us to pray, Give us this day our 
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Aaily bread. He expects that we, like Iſrael, ſhould /abgyy 


,, OE . 
6. Let us bleſs God for that living bread which came 
down from heaven, of which the manna was a type. Manna 
was pleaſant, wholeſome and nouriſhing; but thoſe who 
ate of it died; it did not make them immortal; but the 
| bread of life that Chriſt gives, doth. This comes down from 
heaven; it feeds and nouriſhes us in the wilderneſs, and 
ſtrengthens us for the active ſervices of the chriſtian life, 
If any eat of this bread, they ſhall live for ever. Chriſt, in 
his doctrines and grace, is the true manna. . Let us receive 
his doctrines, feed on them by faith, and with underſtand- 
ing eat his fleſh, that is, maintain a lively regard to him. 
This is the true bread of God, which cometh down from 
heaven, and giveth life to the world; let us therefore ſay, 
as the diſciples did, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 


for the meat which periſheth, but with an eye to and depen. 


dance upon his providence ; without his bleſſing we ſhall | 
labour in vain; we ſhall eat, but not be ſatisfied. Let our 
daily bread teach us to know and ſerve him, who giveth us 
food to eat, and giveth us richly all things to enjoy. Let 
us not be anxious for the morrow, but caſt all our care on 
him oho careth for us. VTV | 


g. Let us be careful that we ſanctify God's ſabbath. 


Remember, it is he reſt of the holy ſabbath of the Lord, 
therefore to be kept holy. It is our duty to be careful that 
we do not unneceſſarily ſtir abroad. Proviſions muſt be 
had on the Lord's day; but good houſeholders, and wiſe 
managers, will take care ſo to order it, that it may be had 
with as little trouble as poſſible. Such dreſſing of meat as 
keeps ſervants from publick worſhip, when otherwiſe they 
might go out, is very wrong. It ſhows too great a fond- 
neſs for the body; it is doing unſpeakable injury to ſer- 
vuants; it is ſetting before them and children a very bad 
example; it is affronting to God, and polluting his ſabbath. 
To ſuch maſters and miſtreſſes it might be ſaid, as the 
Lord doth, v. 28. How long . refuſe ye ts keep my command- 
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CHAP, XVIL 
Contains an account of the water brought =o the rock, and the 
defeat of Amalek. 


ND all the congregation of the children of Iſrael 
journeyed from the wilderneſs of Sin, after their 
journeys, according to the commandment of the Lorp, 
and pitched in Rephidim : they had two ſtages between, but 
as nothing remarkable occurred there, they are not mention- 
ed and [there was] no water for the people to drink. 
2 Wherefore the people did chide with Moſes, inſtead of 
 aadreſſing him in a reſpetiful manner, and ſaid, Give us 
water that we may drink. And Moſes ſaid unto them, 
Why chide ye with me, can I give you rain or wells of 
water? wherefore do ye tempt the Lorp ? diſtruſt his 
| power, goodneſs and fidelity, refuſing to ſubmit to his will, 
3 and to ſeek him by fervent prayer? And the people thirſt- 7 
ed there for water; and the people murmured againſt 
| Moles, and ſaid, Wherefore [is] this [that] thou haſt 
brougęnt us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children 
and our cattle with thirſt? * 
4 And Moſes cried unto the Lonp, grün What ſhall 
I do unto this people? they be almoſt ready to ſtone 
5 me, and my life is in great danger among them. And 
the Lob ſaid unto Moſes, Go on before the people, 
and take with thee of the elders of Iſrael, that they may 
be eye-witneſſes of this glorious work, and may report it 
to the people; and thy rod, wherewith thou ſmoteſt 
6 the river, take in thine hand, and go. Behold, I will 
ſtand before thee there upon the rock in Horeb, 1 
life pillar of the cloud, the fign of my preſence; and thou 
ſhalt ſmite the rock, and there ſhall come water ut 
of it, that the people may drink. And Moſes did 
7 ſo in the ſight of the elders of Iſrael. And he call- 
0 the name of the uy.» Mailah, that is, Gn : 
and 
by This was abſard, fooliſh = wicked * No doubt Moſes 


attempted to quiet them, to reaſon with them, to ſhow them the 


wonders God had wrought, and to direct their eyes to him, bur 
all in vain, | | 


bo 
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and Meribah, that is, chiding or ſtrife, becauſe of the 
chiding of the children of Iſrael, and becauſe they 
_ tempted the Lok, ſaying, Is the Logp among us, or 
not: ill he be as good as his word, or nu? 
8 Then came Amalek, who wwas deſcended from the eldeſt 
fon of Eſau by a concubine,* (ſee Gen. XXxvi. 12.) and 
4 55 9 fought with Iſrael in Rephidim. And Moſes ſaid unto 
5 Joſhua, Chooſe us out men, ſome of the ableſt and beſt, 
ly and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I will 
TS. the top of the hill with the rod of God in 
10 mine hand. So Joſhua did as Moſes had ſaid to him, 
1 and fought with Amalek: and Moſes, Aaron, and 
Hur, Miriam's huſband, a perſon of great wiſdom and er- 
Perience, went up to the top of the hill, where the glory 
11 of the Lord appeared. And it came to paſs, when 
= | Moſes held up his hand, that Iſrael prevailed : and 
[ 12 when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed.” But 
| Moſes' hands [were] heavy; and they took a tone, 
and put [it] under him, and he fat thereon; and Aaron 5 
and Hur ſtayed up his hands, the one on the one 
ſide, and the other on the other ſide, or one after 
anothier; and his hands were ſteady until the going 
13 down of the ſun. And Joſhua diſcomfited Amalek | 
and his people, that ts, Amalek and his allies, with the 
0 edge of the ſword. 
14 And the Logp fad unto Moſes, Write this ive; 1 
memorial in a book, and rehearſe [it] in the ears of 
Joſhua, that he may form no league with the Amalekites, 
for 1 will utterly put out the remembrance of Amalek 
from under heaven: tho* they are a numerous and flou- 
riſhing people, by degrees they ſhall be ſo weakened, as to 
become of no note, and be ee, like dead men. (See 
. 15 5 Dont, XXV. . 05 And Moſes bullt an n altar, whereon TY 
. . The Amalckites: lived near the wilderneſs, a Trae” Were . 
encawped, and were a very powerful nation. Perhaps they thought | 


_ the Iſraelites came to take poſſeſſion of ſome part of their country 5 
and therefore, tho' they might Aae heard of their great deliverance, 
reſolved to attack them. 

Þ This was a poſture of prayer, "abich be undoubtedly offered vp. 


„ expreſſion. alſo ſigniſies, kHiting 105 of the rod, Which ce 
their ſtandard. | | 
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to offer ſacrifices of thankſeiving, and to ſtand as a ; memorial. 


of this firſt victory againſt the Amalekites, and called the 


name of it Jenovan-nifh, that is, the Lord my banner + 


16 For he ſaid, Becauſe the Loxp hath ſworn [that,] or, 


as the margin more plainly renders it, Becauſe the hand of 
Amalek is againſt the throne of the Lord, therefore Te -- 


Lord [will have] war with Amalek from generation to 


generation. Accordingly he was defeated by Saul, FRO L 


* David, and never heard of afterwards. 
R E | L E 0 T I O N S. 


the patience of God, in bearing with their murmurings. 


They were ſtrangely forgetful of his appearances for them, 
and fidelity to them. All the neighbouring nations knew 
it, but Iſrael would not ſee it. Moſes argued with them, 
but all in vain. They ſhowed themſelves to be an obſti- 
nate and ſelf-willed people. If not humoured, they would 
| affront God, and ſtone Moſes. How wonderful was the 
divine patience that he did not make a full end! but over- 
came evil with good. It is of the Lord's mercies that we are 
not conſumed, Thus he ſtill bears with untractable, rebel- 
lious men. May the goodneſs of God lead us to repentance, 
and make us careful not to tempt him, or chide with his 


_ meſſengers. 


2. Let us adore God's hand that cond 1 water out 
of a rock. This is often taken notice of in ſcripture, as a 
marvellous event. To have brought it out of the earth, 
would have been remarkable; but out of a rock, was 
much more ſo. We ſhould learn hence, to truſt God. in 
every exigency; he can open rivers in the wilderneſs; he 

can turn flints into fountains of water. Bleſſed are the 

ſouls that ſeek him, that truſt 3 in his providence, and rey : 


on his promiſes, 
What a dreadful thin is it to rife up againſt God: 


: to lift up the hand againſt his throne, as Amalek did ! - 
This we do, whenever we oppoſe his judgments, or tram. 
| ple his laws under foot; eſpecially when we abuſe his 


= mercy _ 


$ -. 


V E. have reaſon to be Wend at the untract⸗ | 
able and incorrigible temper of Iſrael, and adore 
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mercy, and receive his grace in vain. The perſecutors of 
God's people lift up their hand againſt his throne, and cer. 
tain and great will their deſtruction at length be. Thoſe 
who think to carry matters with a high hand againſt God 
and his people, will fink into contempt and ruin, 
4. See the prevalence of prayer, when attacking an 
enemy. This is true in a ſpiritual as well as a temporal 
ſenſe. Chriſtians ſhould therefore be inſtant in prayer, and 
to that ſhould add vigorous endeavours. Moſes ordered 
| Joſhua to chooſe proper men, to uſe the moſt likely means 
of ſucceſs, tho? his dependance was upon God. Thus let 
us take the whole armour of Cod; go out to fight manfully ; | 
and, joining our prayers and endeavours, we may hope for 
 fucceſs; out of weakneſs we ſhall be made ſtrong. The in- 


| tereſt of religion in the church of Chriſt, and in our own 


_ ſouls eſpecially, is moſt . to be ſucceſsful when © our 


8 Prayers are moſt fervent. 


5. We muſt be careful to remember che ſignal appear- | 
| ances of providence for us. We ſhould keep a memorial 


of them for our own uſe; and inform poſterity what God 


| hath done for his church and people, in conquering their 
proud and unreaſonable enemies, and in reſtoring and eſtab- 


liſhing their peace. Let us raiſe our domeſtick altars to 


| Fehovah our banner, and fay, „as Lampen hitherto the Lord 
bath 9 de u. pr „„ 


CHAP. XVIII. 


e Jets prings Moſes wife and two ſons 10 him; Moſes enter- 5 


tains him, and accepts ſiis counſel. 


> Ya H EN Jethro, the prieſt of Midian, who was 
probably a pious man, and à worſhipper of the true 
God, the great grandſon of Abraham, by Keturah, and 
| Moſes? father in law, heard of all that God had done | 
for Moſes, and for Iſrael his people, [and] that the 
2 Lonp had brought Iſrael out of Egypt; Then Jethro, 
Moles father | in law, took Z. P , Moles wite, af- 


Dh 4 — 


4 a ſtrange land : And the name of the other [was] Elie- 
zer, that is, my God is an help; for the God of my fa- 


ther, [ſaid he, was] mine help, and delivered me From ; 
; 5 the ſword of Pharaoh : And Jethro, Moſes? father in 
law, came with his ſons and his wife unto Moſes into 

the wilderneſs, where he encamped at the mount of 


6 God, near mount Sinai: And he, that is, Fethro, ſent 


4 meſſage, and ſaid unto Moſes, I thy father in law 
Jethro am come unto thee, 7 congratulate thee on Iſrael's : 


ee, and thy wife, and her two ſons with her. 
And Moſes went out to meet his father in law, and 


id obeiſance after the manner of that country, and kifſed 
LE "Mint? and they aſked each other of [their] welfare; and 
8 they came into the tent. And Moſes told his father in 8 


law all that the Log D had done unto Pharaoh and to 


the Egyptians for Iſrael's ſake, [and] all the travail 
that had come upon them by the way, and [how] the 
LRD 1 them. Jethro had heard ſomething of this 
before, v. 1. but Moſes gave him a more particular ac- 
9 count. "And Jethro rejoiced for all the goodneſs which 
N Lord had done to Iſrael, whom he had delivered Th 
0 out of the hand of the Egyptians. And Jethro expreſſed | 
is joy in a very pious manner, and ſaid, Bleſſed [be] the 
Load, who hath delivered you Moſes and Aaron, who 
dboere in ſuch imminent danger, out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of Pharaoh, and who 
hath delivered the people from under the hand of the 
11 Egyptians, Now I know more clearly than ever that the 
Loxpo [is] greater than all he heathen gods: for in the 
thing wherein they dealt proudly, carried themſelves with 
ſuch ſcorn and inſelence, as if they thought it impoſſible that = 
God ſhould deliver them out of their hands, [he was] above 
85 12 them. And Jethro, Moſes' father in law, expreſſed his 
gratitude as the antient patriarchs uſed to do, and took a 
burnt e and ſacrifices, peace offerings for thankſ- 
Vor. b Aa 5 giving 


© This ſhows that hs fame of thoſe 1 was ſpread thro' 
the neighbouring nations : and how inexcuſable wad were 1n LS 
poling lirael, and e pied is, 
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3 ter he had ſent her back, ( ſee ch. iv. 26.) And her two 
ſons, of which the name of the one [was] Gerſhom, that 
is, a flranger there, for he ſaid, I have been an alien in 


= DD — 
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giving, for to offer to God: and Aaron came, and all the 
elders of Iſrael, to eat bread, 70 feaſt on the ſacrifices, with 
Moſes' father in law before God, before the cloud, and 
tlic altar on which the ſacrifices were offered. | 
13 And it came to paſs on the morrow, that Moſes fat 
to judge the people, 70 hear and determine cauſes : and 


the people ſtood by Moſes from the morning unto the 
14 evening. And when Moſes? father in law ſaw all that 
be did to the people, he ſaid, What [is] this thing 

that thou doeſt to the people? Why fitteſt thou thy ſelf 


alone, and all the people ſtand by thee from morning 


15 unto even? And Moſes ſaid unto his father in law, Be. 
cauſe the people come unto me to enquire of God, %% 
enquire what the will of God is in any doubtful caſe: and alſo 


16 When they have a matter between themſelves, they come 
unto me; and I judge between one and another, and I 


do make {them} know the ſtatutes of God, and his laws. 
17 And Moſes' father in law remonſtrated againſt this, and 
ſaid unto him, The thing that thou doeſt [is] not 
| good, 5s not convenient, neither for thyſelf, nor the people. 
8 18 Thou wilt ſurely wear away, deſtroy thy health, both thou, 


and this people that [is] with thee, hey will be weary 


OED of waiting till their turn -comes : for this thing [is] too 
heavy for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyſelf : 
19 alone, Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counſel, and God ſhall be with thee, to afſiſt and bleſs 
rd and ſhow that my counſel is good, by the ſucceſs that at. 
zendsit: Be thou for the people to God-ward, that thou 
mayeſt bring the cauſes unto God, that is, extraordinary _ 
v9 or difficult caſes, and tell the people the divine determination; 
20 reſerve this Privilege and honour to thyſelf : And thou ſhalt 
teach them ordinances and laws, and ſhalt ſhow them 
__ the way wherein they muſt walk, and the work that 
they muſt do, how to behave to God, and to one another. 
21 Moreover thou ſhalt provide out of all the people 
5 able men, who can bear Fallkus. men 6 good Jenſe and 


| ſagaciiy, ; 


4 Some think . was after the delivery of- OR Ls becauſe 
in Deut. i. it is mentioned after that important event. But the 


advice might be given now, tho' not NR in practice till after the, __— 
Wo of the law, 


a et 


lution, and ſuch as fear God, who act upon religious prin- 
ciples, and ſtand in awe of God. the univerſal governor 


men of truth, aprighit, honeſt men, who will judge without 
partiality; hating covetouſneſs, who will not take a bribe 
to pervert juſtice, but will act a generous, diſintereſted part; 
and place [ſuch] over them, [to be] rulers of thou. _ 
ſands, [and] rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and 
rulers of tens; us forming greater and leſſer courts of 
13 juſtice: And let them judge the people at all ſeaſons, 
" owe or other of them ſit continually : and it ſhall be, {that} 


every great matter they ſhall bring unto thee, but every 


ſtmall matter they ſhall judge: fo ſhall it be eaſier for 
23 thyſelf, and they ſhall bear {the burden] with thee. If 
thou ſhalt do this thing, and God command thee [fo,] WF: 


he ſhall approve of this courſe which I ſuggeſt, then thou 


ſhalt be able to endure, and all this people alſo ſhall go 
to their place in peace; 1h Joel have their controverſies 


ended, and their minds quieted. 


24 So Moſes hearkened to the voice at as father & 
25 law, and did all that he had ſaid. And Moſes, upon the 
people's recommendation, choſe able men out of all Iſrael, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers of thou» = 
ſands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers 
26 of tens, And they judged the people at all ſeaſons : the 


hard cauſes they brought unto Moſes, but Every ſmall 
Br they judged themſelves. 5 
And Moſes le 


ee his neighbours of God's wonderful works. 
5 REFLECTIONS. 


I i thought hs 2 came from this r to whom 


God ſhowed kindneſs, for their kindneſs to Iſrael; and the Rhee | 


cabites allo. came from hence, whoſe virtue Jeremiah celebrates. 


E Ml vr 
- ſapacity, of activity and good jpirit, of courage and reſo- 


s let his father in law depart, diſmiſed hm 1 
ae (ſee Num. x. 29.) and he went his way into 
his own land, much affeied with what he had ſeen, and 1 


* ET us ern to take part in the joys and 3 . 
of God's people. Jethro rejoiced for all the good. 
neſs which the Lord had done to Urael, and bleſſed _ 
A N 
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on their account. All who love God, ſhould rejoice to ſee 
his intereſt flouriſhing, his arm made bare for the proſ- 
perity of his ſervants. They ſhonld talk of and celebrate 
his wondrous works; and give him the glory due to his name. 
Unthankful Iſrael overlooked them, while Jethro rejoiced 


in them. This makes his conduct more remarkable, and 
: worrny to be imitated by us. 


Let us obſerve God's providential dealings with 


a to increaſe our acquaintance with him; fo Jethro 


did. Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods; for, 


im the thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was above them. Let 
us obſerve what he is doing for his church, and for par- 
ticular ſouls, that we may underſtand more of his nature, 


and the deſign of his proceedings, and learn thoſe leſſons 
he would have us to learn. 


providence, in abaſing thoſe who deal in pride, that we may 
learn humility, and fear the Lord continually. Whoſo is 
wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things, the diſpenſations of pro- 


vidence, even they ſhall underſtand. the vg: * of the 
Lord. Rſalm cvii. 43. : 


Let us eſpeci ally obſerve his 


3. Let us be careful that the preſence of our friends | 


does not break in on the proper duties of life. Moſes' 
father in law was a great and good man; brought him his 
__ wife and children, whom he had not ſeen for a long time: 
and for this reaſon Moſes might have made ſome excuſe for 
Putting off attendance on publick buſineſs ; but he would 
not neglect it. After a day ſpent in feaſting and rejoicing, he 
returned to his work. This gives us a good hint how to | 
behave. Pleaſure, or converſe with friends, ſhould not he 
our whole, nor even our main bufineſs ; we ſhould fill up 
our ſtations. with proper ſervices z hve to important and 
auuʒſeful purpoſes; and neither negle& our ſhops, our fields, 
vor our ſtudies, for the company of our friends. Above all, 
let us not neglect devotion; but keep as near as may be to 
the ſtated times for it. 
friends, when time for ſecret worſhip was come, © Excuſe me 
for a while, 1 have a friend above, that is waiting for me. 2 
Buſineſs, much leſs devotion, ſhould never give way to 
the converſation of n pech not to viſits of form 


A good man uſed to ſay to his 


and 


E X © D U $5, XVII: 377 


and ceremony. © It is, as one obſerves, too great a com- 
pliment to our friends, to neglect our duty.” | 
| 4. We ſhould guard againſt extremes, even in a good 1 
: work. Jethro's advice was good; and in conſequence of it 
| Moſes lived forty years longer, and died at the age of one 
WH hundred and twenty in the vigour of nature. We ſhould 
conſider what our ſtrength will bear; too great application 
in younger days may perhaps Morten a man's life, and 
5 make him leſs ſerviceable to the world, than otherwiſe he 
might have been. In this, Wiſdom is profitable to direct. 
Friends are too ready to ſay to us, as Chriſt's diſciples did, 
Maſter, ſpare thyſelf.” There is very little need to en- 
force this advice in the preſent day, ſince it is generally 
found that more men ruſt away than wear away; but much 
8 need to quicken and ſtir them up to zeal and diligence. 
„ 5. Bet us be willing to take advice of thoſe, who in 
many reſpects are our inferiors, if they have truth and pru- 
dence on their ſide. Moſes was nearly as old as Jethro; 
| tho? as a friend of God, and a king of Iſrael, he was 
much his ſuperior. | But Moſes was a meek man, glad of 
advice, and took it; he did not think himſelf above being 
adviſed. Thoſe who do fo are very proud, or very 1gnor- | 
Ant, Or both. Others can often better judge what is fit for 
us than we can ourſelyes; they are not ſo much blinded 
by affection and intereſt, Let us be ever ready to learn 
from any one; and ſhow that we are wiſe, by being willing 8 
20 hear, and increaſe ; in learning and prudence. 1 
6. Let us earneſtly pray that our magiſtrates and gover- 
nors may be ſuch, as Jethro directs Moſes to chooſe; 
men of clear heads, and honeſt, generous hearts; men of 
piety and fagacity : of unwearied zeal, and undaunted „ 
ſolution. How happy for our Iſrael, if all its magiſtrates 
were ſuch as do not undertake the work for its honour 
and profit, but out of regard to God's honour, and the 
benefit of the community. Let us therefore pray for kings, 
and all that are in authority, that they may be ſuch; then. 
as Jethro ſuggzſts, it will be likely that the People will lead 
85 quet and e lives. = 
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8 c H A P. XIX. 
We have here the people s approach to Sinai, and Ged's covenant 


_ with them there, the directions given to Moſes and the People 
about preparing themſelves ; and the ſolemn appearance of God 


NE mount Sinai, when he delivered the law. 


'N the third month, f when the chikdies of FIG : 


were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the 


2 ſame day came they [into |] the wilderneſs of Sinai.* For 
they were departed from Rephidim, and were come 


Ito] the deſert of Sinai, and had pitched in the wilder- 
neſs; and there Iſrael camped before the mount. 


And Moſes went up unto God, 10 the preſence of God 
 wvhere the cloud reſted, (v. 9.) and the Logp called unto 
him out of the mountain, ſaying, Thus ſhalt thou fay 


to the houſe of Jacob, and tell the children of Iſrael; 


| (God had a right to give them what law he pleaſed, but he = 

treats them as rational creatures, and tells them what he had 

4 done :) Ye have ſeen what I did unto the Egyptians, and 

how) I bare you on eagles? wings, b carried you above all 

difficulties and dangers, and brought you unto myſelf, o 

ſerve me on this mount, (ch. iii. 12.) and to be my pe uliar 
: 5 people. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 


and keep my covenant, then ye ſhail be a peculiar 


treaſure unto me above all people: for, or tho, all the _ 
OT [is] mine, and I am not confined to this or the otlier 

55 8 nation: And ye ſhall be unto me a kingdom of prieſts, 
4 people near to the Lord, ſeparated from the reſt of the 
world, and 10 be an holy nation. Thele [are] the words 
'F which thou ſhalt ſpeak unto the children of Iſrael. And 
| Moſes came and called for the elders of the people, and 
laid before their faces all theſe words which the Lorn 


commanded him, that © they might tell them to the People. 


8 And 


* Or che. third new moon, called Sivan, including the: latter 
5 ond of May and the former part of Jun. 0 


8 It is generally thought to be fifty days after they came out 
of Epypt; and accordingly the feaſt of Pentecoſt, which ſignifies 
: mr is obſerved in remembrance of this event. 


b Eagles carry their young ones on their backs, and fpread « out 


| their feathers to keep them from falling, 


that the Logy hath ſpoken we will do. And Moſes re- 


1 require from tem; And be ready againſt the third day; 


it ſhall not live:* when the trumpet ſoundeth long, 


they ſhall come up to the mount, 0 the boundary that is 


fixed, that they may hear what is ſpoken, but no further. 


a 14 And Moſes went down from the mount unto the people, 
and ſanctified the people; and they waſhed their clothes. 
0 5 And he ſaid unto the people, Be ready againſt the third 
ies day: come not at [your] wives; abſtain even from lawf W 
enjoyments, that your minds may te WHO intent e this 1 


Jolemn buſineſs. 


16 And it came to pals c on the third day i in the morning, - 


that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 


[cloud upon the mount, out of which the Ant came, 
CCC : and 


1 Had any attempted to do fo, they would 1 have been 


bruck dead with the lightning. 


* This was deſigned to reſtrain their curiolity, to give them an — 


we of God, and” train them up to obedience. 
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And all the people anſwered together, and ſaid, All 


turned the words of the people unto the Lon b, uttered. 
them before the Lord, to confirm the obligation on the peo- 


9 ple's part, and io receive his anſwer. And the Lon? 
ſaid unto Moſes, Lo, I come unto thee, as the mediator ME 
| between me and them, and the interpreter of my mind to 
them, in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when 
I ſpeak with thee, and believe thee for ever, 10. 
longer doubt thy miſſion. And Moſes told the words of 
10 the people unto the Logp. And the Lord faid unto 
Moſes, Go unto the people, and ſanctify them to day 
and to morrow, abſtain from all pollution, and abound in 
Prayer, and ſacrifices, and holy meditations, and let them 
waſh their clothes, in token of that inward purity which I 


for the third day the Lonp will come down in the fight 

12 of all the people upon mount Sinai. And thou ſhalt 

ſet bounds unto the people round about, faying, Take 
| heed to yourſelves. [that ye] go [not] up into the 
mount, or even ſo much as touch the border of it: who- 
ſoever toucheth the mount ſhall be ſurely put to death: 

13 There ſhall not an hand touch it, but he ſhall ſurely be 

ſtoned, or ſhot through; whether [it be] beaſt or man, | 
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and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; the angel 
by whoſe diſpoſition the law was delivered, made a ſound like 
a loud trumpet ;, ſo that all the people that [was] in the 
17 camp trembled. And Moſes brought forth the people 
cut of the camp to meet with God; and they ſtood 
18 at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai 
Was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe the Lorp deſcend. 
ed upon it in fire: and the ſmoke thereof aſcended as 
the ſmoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
19 greatly, And when the voice of the trumpet ſounded 
i}, 1: - you and waxed louder and louder, (the Hebrew is ver y 
By: emphatical, and ſirnifies, when it exceeded itſelf) then Moſes 
+ ſpake, as mediator, and God anſwered him by a voice, 
by plain, arftine, audible words, ſo that the people might 
20 hear, v. 9. And the Logp came down upon mount 
„ "DNA, on the top of the mount: and the Loxp called 
| Moſes, 10 encourage him, [up] to the top of the mount; 
and Moſes went up, This was a remarkable inſtance of re. 
_ folution, a great triumph of faith in God, and ſhowed a full 
21 perſuaſion of his miſſion. And the Logrp faid unto Moſes, 
Go down, charge the people, left they break through 
ng unto the Lokb to gaze, and many of them perith, 
Ho much tenderneſs and compaſſion does God mingle with 
22 all his glory and majeſty.) And let the prieſts alſo, the fr} 
1 born, or ſome illuſtrious princes, or heads of tribes, who might 
officiate on this occaſion, which come near to the Logy, 
ſanctify themſelves, left the LORD break forth upon 
23 them, And Moſes ſaid unto the L. ORD, The people can- | 
not come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedſt 705 
ſaying, Set bounds about the mount, and ſanctify it. 
They had been already ſufficiently admonifhed, but God know- 
Ing their dulneſs and hardneſs of heart, ſaw it neceſſary o 
224 repeat it again. And the Lokp faid unto him, Away, 
get thee down, and thou ſhalt come up, thou, and Aa- 
ron with thee, who is joon 10 be conſtituted high prigſt; and 
this will Prove his million, and fe cus rhe Tapes of the 72 
= 


2 What a voice muſt 1 be. 5 fix houdred thouſand men, 
befides women and chlidren, ſhould hear it fo plainly No won 
der it thiew them into the greateſt conſternation, The people , 


\ trembled before at the ſound, but now . Hoſts laid, 1 exceedingly 
1 Fas and guale. | 


—ů — . 
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10 Him. but let not the prieſts and the people break 
through to come up unto the Lox, leſt he break forth 
25 upon them. So Moſes went down unto the people, 
and ſpake unto them, ſtayed with them, or near enough 


within the bounds to ſpeak to them, OE God declar ea the 


law, as in the next chapter, 


REFLECTIONS. 


ET us admire and adore. the majeſty of God, thus 


fo remarkably diſplayed, The Son of God, be- 


ing == with divine authority, and acting as the ambaſ- 


ſador and repreſentative of the Father, came down with ſuch 
pomp and ſplendor, to publiſh the law. The chariots of God 


are twenty thouſand, even thouſands of angels : the Lord is a. eng 
them, as in Sinai, the holy place. Pſalm lxviii. 17. Let us re- 
verence the Son of God, who hath ſuch honour conferred 


upon him; and learn, if Jehovah's repreſentative was ſo 


attended on this occaſion, how glorious muſt Jehovah him- 
ſelf be, who dwells in light inacceſſible ! Juſtly may we aſk 


with the Pſalmiſt, J/hat ailed thee, O Sinai, that thou trem- 


bledſt? Ye mountains, that ye ſkipped like rams? And ye little 
hills, like lambs? And juſtly may we reply, Tremble, thou earth, 

| at the preſence of the Lord, at the preſence, of the God of Jacob. 
2. How terrible will the puniſhment of thoſe be, who 
violate the law which was given with ſuch ſolemnity ! He that 

| &aepiſed Miſes? law, died without mercy; he that came near the 
mount, was put to death. How awful is God in his judg- 
ments, and how careful to maintain the honour of his law! _ 
When we conſider the breadth and extent of the commands 
which he now delivered, and which, being of a moral na- 

ture, are binding upon us, let us be afraid of his righteous ; 

Judgments, and labour to continue 2 all things Written in the fy 


| book of the law, to do them. 


3. We ſhould adore the PAP fo ROY Po and; dhe of 
: Gad in taking the Jews to be his peculiar people, when all 
the earth was the Lord's, and the fulneſs thereof. He had little 
| reaſon to chooſe them, for they were a perverſe and rebellious 
people. Let us be thankful, that chriſtians are admitted to 
the ſame N ; that the Gentiles are taken | in; that 
we, 


— 
1 
— 
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we, in this diſtant land, are fo highly favoured, when all 
the earth is his. We enjoy nobler privileges than the Jews, 
are mad? kings and prieſts to God, and are prought nizh by 
the blood of Chriſt. Let us attend to the apoſtle's inference 
from this thought; But ye are @ cheſen gencration, a royo/ 

prieſthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye fhouid ſhow 
aui the praiſes of him, who hath called you out of N into 
1 5 fas marvellous light. 1 Pet. ii. 9. 

4. Let us conſider the obligations which the goodneſs of 
God lay us under, to receive the law at his mouth. He 
hath delivered us from ſpiritual enemies, out of Egyptian 
darkneſs and tyranny. He bears us, as it were, on eagle“ 
wings; ' hath exerciſed his power and care toward us, and 
raiſed us to exalted privileges and hopes. It is therefore 


rreeaſonable we ſhould fay, as Iſrael did, v. 8. Al that the 
Tord hath ſpoken we will do, 


5. Let us all be ſolicitous to fandify b 104 pre- 
pare for the ſolemn ſeaſons of approaching to God. We : 

come every ſabbath to hear his law; God ſpeaks to us in = 
his word, as plainly as he did on Sinai. Let us be thank-. 


ful that ſach favours are conferred upon us, that we are 
admitted near to God; and therefore cleanſe ourſelves from 


all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit. He that would profitably 
_ worſhip the gods, faith an heathen philoſopher, muſt not 
worſhip them by the bye, but with previous thought.“ We 
ſhould maintain ſuch a reverent ſenſe of his preſence, and of 


our relation to him, that we may offer a reaſonable ſacrifice 


whenever we approach to him. God is greatly to be feared in 
the aſſembly of his ſaints, and to be had in ? reverence . all them 
Z that come FANS unto lm. . 
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"CHAP. * 


7 2 ten e aue ent are given; the terror Oy the prople, and 
the addreſs of Moſes to them, on that occaft on; with 285 ; 
3 cautions and directions about divine worſhip. 


ND God ſpake all theſe words immediately by 
himſelf ; ſpake with a voice, which, Paul tells us, 
Shook the earth, this numerous * of near two millions 


Y | 
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2 of people n heard it ſaying, I, the almighty, ſelf- exiſtent, 
immutable Jehovah, ſam] the Lord thy God and king, 
and ſtand in a peculiar relation to thee; which have 


brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe 
of bondage, and therefcre thou art in gratitude bound to obey 
3 me. Thou ſhalt have no other gods before me; 7hou 


ſhalt believe in no other, and worſhip no other god; prefer 


none other to me, nor ſet up any in compariſon with me, not 
even in thy heart ;, for as all is naked and open before me, I 


4 ſhall ſee it, and be highly diſpleaſed at it. Thou ſhalt not 


make unto thee any graven image, or any likeneſs [of 


any thing] that [is] in heaven above, or that [is] in 


the earth beneath, or that [is] in the water under the 
earth. Thou ſhalt make no Hkencſs of God, or angels, or 


5 beaſts, or fiſhes, to worſhip them." Thou ſhalt not bow 


down thyſelf to them, nor ſerve them: for I the Loxy 
thy God [am] a jealous God, zender of my honour, and 


will bear no rival, nor give my glory to another, viſiting 


the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the bs 


third and fourth [generation] of them that hate me; 
all idolaters do ſo, whatever they pretend; ] know it, and 
vill puniſh them for it; and theſe Judgments ſhall aſfect their 


children to the third and fourth generation, if they continue 


5 in the fins of their fathers: And ſhowing mercy unto 
thouſands of generations of them that love me, and keep 


7 my commandments, Thou ſhalt not take the name of 
the Lozp thy God in vain ; ſhalt not ſwear by it falſely, 


nor uſe it irreverently , thou ſhalt not trifle with it in wor- 


ds nor in common diſcourſe ; tor the Loxp will not hold 
him guiltleſs that taketh his name in vain; whatever 
men 45 however Wee may overlook it, ve ac that 


Cod : 


n » ſicleding men, women and children 
" The firſt command forbids all feigned gods, this: Wend Pa 


bids all feigned ſervice of the true God; all repreſentations of him, 
or worſhipping him by images. This was a neceſſary caution, be- 


cauſe the Egyptians worſhipped beaſts and fiſhes. This alſo for- 
a bids any pretended medium of worſhip, any orldip of God thro? 
images, ſaints, or angels. | 
Here is a remarkable gradation. Thou ſhalt not make them, 
_ thyſelf, nor bow to them in other places, tho* made by other 


perſons ; thou ſhalt 'not pay them any kind of reſpect, much leſs 


yorlklp them and offer ſacrifices to Mom. 
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God will puniſh it. It is impoſſible that men ſhould Aich 
diſcover perjury, or fraud, or ſypocriſy; but I know it, 


8 and will ſeverely puniſh it. Remember! the ſabbath 


day, to keep it holy. Remember it, conſider it well, lay 
it to heart, and ſo order all thy affairs, as not to hinder the 
obſervation of it. Remember it, to keep it holy; by careful 
abſtinence from ſervile works, and worldly buſineſſes, and 
y diligently employing it in holy thoughts, words, and 
works; in the worſhip of God, both publick and private, 
and in fur thering your own and others ſanctiſication and 


9 ſalvation. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all thy 
10 work: But the bee day (is] the ſabbath of the 


Lord thy God, is ſet apart by him from the beginning, 
and is conſecrated to his ſervice and honour ;, | in it] thou 
ſhalt not do any work, any common worldly buſineſs, or 
taze unneceſſary journeys, thou, nor thy ſon, nor thy 


daughter, thy man ſervant, nor thy maid ſervant, nor 


thy cattle, nor thy ſtranger that [is] within thy gates, 


II the Gentiles that ſojourn with thee: For [in] fix days the 


Lon made heaven and earth, the ſea, and all that in 
them {is,] and reſted the ſeventh day, from works of 
creation, tho* not of providence and grace: wherefore the 
Lord bleſſed the ſabbath day, Wand hallowed it: He 
_ vleſſed it, that is, made it a day of bleſſing, when men 
ſoduld enjoy his favour, reflect on his gooaneſs, and have the 
means of the higheſt happineſs : he ſeparated it from the reſt 
| of the days, and from all common emplayments, and conſecrated 


12 #t to has own holy ſervice, and to man's holy uſe.” Honour 
thy father ang thy mother, honour them in L.A heart ; 


| £4 ever ence, | 
p The word remember, favs. that the ſabbath . was inflituted ö 


before this time; it is the reviving of an old law. _ 


Not the ſeventh day from the creation, but 8 of re· 


lügious reſt, whether the jewiſh or chriſtian ſabbath; and the 
change thereof ſeems to be hereby intimated. Theſe. commands 
relate to God and his worſhip ; what follow, relate to our neigh. 
bour; and they are called the ſecond table. 


r dce ORToN's Rel gious Exerciſes Recommended < or, Diſcourſes on 


| Secret: and Family Worſhip, and the Religious Obferwation of the 
Lord's Day. With two Diſcourſes on the Heavenly State, conſidered 
under the Idea if a Sabbath, The ſecond edition, price 36. A book, 


lays an eminent divine of the Church of England, which well de- 
ſerves the frequent and attentive e peruſal of every ſerious chriſtian. | 
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reverence, fear, and love them; honour them in thy actions, 


by obedience to their inſtrufions ; ſupplying their wants, 


covering their infirmities, and ſhowing all reſpect and duty to 
them: * that thy days may be long upon the land which 


13 the Lorp thy God piveth thee. Thou ſhalt not kill; 


Thou ſhalt forbear all revengeful, angry thoughts (Mat. v. 


21, 22. 1 John ili. 15.) and do all thou canſt to preſerve 
14 thy own life, and the lives of others. Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery ;* thou ſhalt ſhun all means, occaſions, and 


_ appearances of uncleanneſs : and exerciſe chaſtity in thought, 


15 affefion, words, attire, and geſture. Thou ſhalt not ſteal, 


not take away another man's goods by deceit or violence, or 
without his knowledge and conſent ; nor uſe any fraudulent 
dealing, (1 Tes. iv. 6.) but give every one his due. 


| 16 Thou ſhaltnot bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neighbour, 
17 nor ſpeak an untruth upon any occaſion whatſoever, Thou 
| ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, thou ſhalt not h 


covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man ſervant, nor 
"ils maid ſervant, nor his ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing 


that is thy neighbour s; not give way to the intvard 
_ motions of thy heart toward that which is evil, (Rom. vii. 
7.) particularly not to an inordinate deſire of that which is 
thy neighbour” Sz but be fully content with thy own condition, 


Heb. xiii. 5. 


18 And all the people ſaw the dans and the 


lightnings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, and the moun- 


tain ſmoking ; and when the people ſaw [it,] they re- 


19 moved, and ſtood afar off. And they ſaid unto Moſes, 
"pun thou with Us, and we will hear: but let not God 


_ ſpeak 


N refer primarily to our parents, and includes all ſuperiors 
: in authority, whether in the family, the church, or the ſtate, and 
all ſuperiors in age, in gifts, or grace. This is the firſt command 
with a promiſe, which was peculiarly ſuited to the Jews, and 
directed their views toward Canaan. - 
Only one ſpecies of uncleanneſs is mentioned, becauſe that 1 
Was peculiarly abominable, but it includes all others.” --.:-- 
This is a key to open the meaning of all the other com-- 
mands, and ſhows that God regards the temper of mind, as well 
as the outward action. It will be proper to read here, our Lord's 
| ſermon on the mount, to obſerve how he illuſtrates and explains 
_ theſe precepts and by what arguments he enforces them; for he 
came not to deftroy this lay, but to fulfil and eſtabliſh it. 
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ſpeak with us, left we die. The terror of the ſound over. 
 <whelmed them, and they feared leſt the fire, out of which the 


20 voice came, ſhould conſume them. And Moſes ſaid unto 


the people, Fear not, no harm ſhall come unto you : for 
God is come to prove you, 70 ſee whether this appearance 


will influence your minds, and impreſs you with a ſenſe of his 


majeſty, as the beſt foundation of obedience, and that his 
21 fear may be before your faces, that ye fin not. And 
the people ſtood afar off, and Moſes, full of faith and 


confidence in God, drew near unto the thick darkneſs 


where God [was.] 


22 And the Lorp ſaid unto Moſes, Thus ſhalt thou 


ſay unto the children of Iſrael, Ye have ſeen that I have 


talked with you from heaven; ye have heard my voice, 
23 but ye have ſeen no ſhape or appearance of me; therefore, Ye 


ſhall not make with me gods of filver, neither ſhall ye 


make unto you gods of gold, to worſhip me by, or to- 
24 gether with me. An altar of earth thou ſhalt make unto 
me; no high altar or pyramid, with engravings and hiero- 
 ghphics, but a low, humble altar of earih ſhalt thou make, 
and ſhalt ſacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy 
peace offerings, thy ſheep, and thine oxen: in all 
places where I record my name, and fix my ſolemn + Wore 
ſhip, I will come unto thee and I will bleſs thee, give 


25 thee the teſtimony of my approbation and acceptance. And if 


thou wilt make me an altar of ſtone, thou ſhalt not 
build it of hewn ſtone; for if thou lift up thy tool upon 
. 26 it, thou haſt polluted it, Neither ſhalt thou go up 
by ſteps unto mine altar, that oy nakedneſs be not 


diſcovered thereon. 


REFLECTIONS. 


We 


E T us ; pray that God would write all theſe np on 
4 our hearts; teach us our duty to him, to our- 
| ſelves, and to others; teach us to do well, and lead us in 
the way in which we ſhould go, in the way of peace and 
holineſs. The Jaw is holy, and the commandment holy, juſt and 
good: but we need his aid to help us to obſerve them, 

and his IereYe to Pardon our many breaches of them; for 


3 
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we have all F uned, and come ſnort of the glory of God, Let the 


law be a Ae a to bring us to Chriſt; who by his 
ſpirit can ſo renew and ſanctify our minds, that ebene 


will be a delight. Then ſhall we, not from a principle of 


terror, but from a principle of love, obey. all the com- 
mandments from our heart. 
2, Let us be thankful that the goſpel, that better dif 


enſation, is given in ſo gentle a manner; not amidſt 


thunder and lightning, tempeſt and fire; but by the Sen 
of God, the great mediator, arrayed in human fleſh, who 
hath ſpoken to us with all gentleneſs and compaſſion. His 


terrors do not fall on us, neither doth his dread make us 


afraid. The apoſtle introduces this thought in a moſt 
beautiful manner, Heb. xii. 18—2 5. For ye are not come unto 
the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor 
unto blackneſs, and darkneſs and tempeſt, and the ſound of a 
trumpet, and the voice of words ; which voice they that heard 


intreated that the word ſhould not be ſpoken to them any more: 
(For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if 


ſo much as a beaſt touch the mountain, it ſhall be ſtoned, or thruſt 
through with a dart: And ſo terrible was the ſight, that Moſes | 
ſaid, I exceedingly fear and qutake - ') But ye are come unto mount 
Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, 
and to an innumerable company of angels, to the general aſſembly 


and church of the firſt born, which are written in heaven, and to 


Cod the judge of all, and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, 
and to Feſus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood 
of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel. See 


that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh in ſuch a gentle manner; 


for if they eſcaped not who refuſed him that ſake on earth, much 
more ſhall not we eſcape, ** we urn Tow jr 2 fn ia! e 
. from heaven. e 


ii... 


CHAP. XXI. 


In the farmer chapter, we had God's moral law, which is of 


eternal obligation, delivered with awful majeſty; and are 
now entering on thoſe political laws, by which God, as their 
king, F the Jewiſh nation. 


1 NO W. 


1 
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; O W theſe [are] the judgments, or judicial laws, 
| 1 | which thou ſhalt ſet before them. If thou buy 
an Hebrew ſervant,“ fix years he ſhall ſerve: and in 
the ſeventh he ſhall go out free for nothing; except 
the year of jubile come between, and then he ſhall Co out 
3 free, tho he hath ſerved but one year. If he came in by 
Wl ---: himſelf, he ſhall go out by himſelf: if he were married, 
E 4 then his wife ſhall go out with him. If his maſter have 
1 given him a wife, a heathen bond woman (for ſuch only with 
their children, might be left in ſervitude, Lev. xxv. 44.) 
|}; SET and ſhe have born him ſons or daughters; the wife and 
3: RE her children ſhall be her maſter's, and he ſhall go out 
[i þ by himſelf. This was deſigned to yy the marriage 
, the Iſraelites with ſtrangers. 
5 And if the ſervant ſhall plainly ſay, 1 love my mal. 
ter, my wife, and my children; I will not go out free: 
6 Then his maſter ſhall bring him unto the judges, or 
gdovernors; he ſhall alſo bring him to the door, or unto 
the door poſt: and his maſter ſhall bore his ear through 
with an awl, 70 denote his perpetual obligation to abide in 
that houſe, and there to hear and obey his maſter's commands; 
and he ſhall ſerve him for ever, Hl the Jar. of fubile, f 
Lev. xxv. 40. - 
7 And if a man thro" extreme poverty, (45 <A ; the caſe on 
their return from Babylon, Neh. v. 5.) ſell his daughter to 
be a maid ſervant, in expectation of her marrying her maſ- 
ter, or his ſon, ſhe ſhall not go out as the men ſervants. 
8 do, but upon better terms. If ſhe pleaſe not her maſter, 
who hath betrothed her to himſelf, (or rather, /o that he 
_ doth not betroth her to himſelf,) then ſhall he let her be 
redeemed, by any relation or friend that is ſo diſpoſed : to 
ſell her unto a ſtrange nation he ſhall have no power, 
9 9 ſeeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. And if he 
1 hath betrothed her unto his * he ſhall deal with her 
5 "after. 
* This . be done when be fold ki imſelf for poverty, Deut. 
AV. 12. Lew. xxv. 39. when he was ſold by the magiſtrate for 
theſt, ch. xxii. 3. or in caſe of debt, 2 Kings iv, 1. Mat. xviii. 25. 
= Perpetual ſervitude was too important a matter for a private 


| bargain; it mult be done before the magiſtrate, as A proof that 
the man was willing, | 


= &-0-D U % AXE yoy- 
after the manner of daughters, by giving her a dowry, (ch. 


xxli. 16, 17) and all the other privileges of a free woman. 
10 If he take him another [wife ;] her food, her raiment, 


11 and her duty of marriage, ſhall he not diminiſh. And 


if he do not theſe three unto her, then the ſhall go. out 
free without money for her redemption. = 


12 He that ſmiteth a man wilfully, ſo that he die, ſhall 5 
13 be ſurely put to death. And if a man lie not in wait, 


but God deliver [him] into his hand by ſome ſpecial, 1 
unerpected providence; then I will appoint thee a place 


14 whither he ſhall flee. But if a man come preſumptuouſ- 


ly, purpoſedly, and maliciouſly, upon his neighbour, to ſlay 


him with guile; thou ſhalt take him from mine altar, 


that he may die; for God will not have his altar to be a 


15 refuge for murderers. And he that ſmiteth his father, or 
his mother, ſhall be Oy par to death, 10 he Kl = 


_ them uot. 


16 And he that W a man, an Ijraelite ( Deut. XXIV, 7. ) | 
aanc ſelleth him, or if he be found i in his hand, he ſhall = 


| ſurely be put to death. 


17 And he that curſeth his i or lk FRY OY that = 5 
duiſbes any miſchief may befall them, or uſes any kind of _ 
malicious, reviling ſpeeches, which argue ee of bis 


parents, ſhall ſurely be put to death. 


18 And if men ſtrive together, and one ſmite another; | 
with a ſtone, or with [his] fiſt, and he die not, but 
19 keepeth [his] bed: If he riſe again, and walk abroad 
upon his ſtaff, then ſhall he that ſmote [him, ] be quit: 
| _ only he ſhall pay [for] the loſs of his time, and ſhall 
| 20 cauſe ſhim] to be thoroughly healed, And if a man 
ſimite his ſervant, his fave, or his maid, with a rod, any | 
inſtrument fit for correction, and he die under his hand . 
21 he ſhall be ſurely puniſhed by the magiſtrates. Notwith- 
ſtanding, if he continue a day or two, he ſhall. not be 
puniſhed: for he [is] his money, his property, and ile 


Had a right to correct him in a proper manner. 


22 If men ſtrive, and hurt a woman with child, who in- 
Terpoſes in the quarrel, fo that her fruit depart [from her] 
_ and yet no other miſchief follow : he ſhall be ſurely 
232 8 
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puniſhed, according as the woman's huſband will lay 
upon him; and he ſhall pay as the judges [determine. | 
23 And if any] other miſchief follow, then thou ſhalt 
24 give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for 
28 hand, foot for foot, Burning for burning, wound for 

wound, {tripe for fripe. This was the law of retaliation, 


which might be put into execution, if the perſon oy. the : 
infury did not make ſatisfadtion. 


26 And if a man ſmite the eye of his ſervant; or the eye 
of his maid, that it periſh; he ſhall let him go free for 
27 his eye's ſake. And if he ſmite out his man Te 
ctooth, or his maid ſervant's tooth; he ſhall let him 
free for his tooth's fake. This was deſigned to e 5 ; 
cruelty, and to make men cautious not to exceed in due correc 
lion, or do any thing in a paſſion. — 
28. If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then 
the ox ſhall be ſurely ſtoned, 70 prevent his doing further 
© miſchief, and his fleſh ſhall not be eaten; but the owner 
29 of the ox [ſhall be] quit. But if the ox were wont to 
puſn with his horn in time paſt, and it hath been teſ⸗ 
tified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but 
that he hath killed a man or woman; the ox ſhall be 
ſtoned, and his owner alſo ſhall be put to death, becauſe 
30 he did not take proper care to prevent this,” If there be 
| laid on him a ſum of money, then he ſhall give for the 
31 ranſom of his life whatſoever is laid upon him. Whether 
he have gored a ſon, or have gored a daughter, ac- 
32 cording to this judgment ſhall it be done unto him. 1 
the ox ſhall puſh a man ſervant, or maid ſervant; he 
| ſhall give unto their maſter thirty ſhekels of filver, : 


55 — pounds . Klin, feerling, and the ox thall be 5 
e 
33 And if a man | ſhall open a pit in the ie 6 or unin- 
1 cloſed grounds, or if a man ſhall dig a pit, and not cover 
34 it, and an ox or an aſs fall therein; 3 The owner of the 
pit ſhall make lit] good, and] give money unto the 
owner of them aud the dead [beaſt] ſhall be ME 
35 And 


3 There is an old Engliſh "REY: that makes it + felony. to let 4 
9 beaſt go. looſe. 
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35 And if one man's ox hurt another's, that he die; then 


they ſhall ſell the live ox, and divide the money of 3 it; 
36 and the dead [ox] alſo they ſhall divide. Or if it be 
known that the ox hath uſed to puſh in time paſt, and 


his owner hath not kept him in; he ſhall — pay ox. 


for OX; and the dead mall be his own. 


REFLECTIONS. 


. us be thankful for the good laws by which . 


our lives and properties are preſerved; that we 


are not ſubject to the malice and violence of wicked and un- 

reaſonable men; that we are not like the fiſh of the ſea, 
where the greater devour the leſs. We live under a good 
government, where our lives and property are ſecure; 
and thoſe who by violence or fraud take it away, will re- 
ceive juſt puniſhment. Bleſſed be God, who hath fo well 
fixed the bounds of our habitation ; that we live in a free 
land; are not ſubject to bondage, nor at the mercy of 
. mercileſs tyrants; he ines are fallen to us in pleaſant places. 1 
22. How obſervant ſhould chriſtians be of all the rules of 
equity and law! Many of theſe laws are happily ſuperſeded 
and laid aſide, by the laws of our country and the rules of 
the goſpel: but they teach us this important leſſon, zo do 
Juſtice, and love mercy ;, to render unto all their due; and to 
be careful that we do not injure any, even by negligence, 
Let maſters and miſtreſſes learn to treat their ſervants with 
all gentleneſs and humanity. If theſe directions were given 

_ vith relation to ſlaves, who were their maſter's property, 
being bought and ſold; how much more reaſonable is it 
that we ſhou! d obſerve them to ſervants who become ſo 

by their own voluntary choice and conſent! God will not 
allow his people to trample even on ſlaves. iT t becomes us 
do be courteous to all men, but eſpecially to ſervants, that 
the burden of their ſituation may become as eaſy as pofſible. 
Let chriſtian maſters, according to Paul's directions, give to 
their ſervants that which is right, forbearing threatening , no- 
ing they have a maſter in heaven, with whom there is no reſpect 250 ee 
ES: of perſons. Let thoſe who tyrannize over their ſervants, or 
„„ B b 2 55 treat 
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treat their domeſtics roughly, or cruelly, aſk themſelves 


that ſtriking queſtion, which Job did himſelf, and gives it 
as a reaſon for tenderneſs to his ſervants, What ſhall I do 


when God riſeth up? When he viſiteth, what ſhall J anſwer ? 


23 2 : _ 
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CHAP. xXII. 


0 ontGins many other political laws fo oy the government of " 


Iaelites. 


Fa man ſhall ſteal an Ox, or a ſheep, or goat, and kill 
it, or ſell it; he ſhall reſtore five oxen for an ox, 
and four ſheep for a ſheep.* This was a neceſſary law, con- _ 


OO 2 fidering how much their wealth lay in cattle. If a thief 


be found breaking up a houſe by night, and be ſmitten 
that he die, [there ſhall] no blood | be ſhed] for him; 
” 3 it ſhall not be conſidered as murder. If the ſun be riſen up- 
on him, [there ſhall be] blood [ſhed] for him; it ſrall = 
then be reckoned murder, becauſe the maſter of the houſe might 
ee who he was, be able to purſue him, and bring him to 
_ Judgment; [for] he ſhould make full reſtitution; if he 
have nothing, then he ſhall be ſold for his theft, for /ix 
4 years, If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, 
whether it be ox, or aſs, or ſheep; he ſhall reſtore 
double, namely, that which was | olen, ana anather as $006, 
or the full value of it, 9 
5 If a man ſhall canſe 3 a field or vineyard to he. eaten, 8 
and ſhall put in his beaſt, or thro” neglect ſuffer him to 


treſpaſs, and ſhall feed in another man's field; of the 


beſt of his own field, and of the beſt of his own vineyard, 1 

ſhall he make reſtitution. This was very proper, confi der. RE. 

: ing their circumſtances in the wilderneſs, _ 8 

6 If fire break out, and catch in thorns, fo that the 8 
ſtacks of corn, or the ſtanding corn, or r the field, be con- 
ſumed 


* The EN" 3 of reflieniion was to a double; + if The beaſt 1 


Was found alive; but if flain or ſold, four or five fold, becauſe it 


was more difficult to prove the property. There was to be an 


ox more then” a ſheep, becauſe the owner loſt his labour While 
detained. | 


— 
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ſumed [therewith : ] he that kindled the fire ſhall ſurely 
make reſtitution. This was defined to make them watch- 
ful and cautious, eſpecially with ſo dangerous an element, 


If a man ſhall deliver unto his neighbour money or 


ſtuff to keep, on truſt, and for no reward, but out of friend- 


"op and it be ſtolen out of the man's houle ; 3:1f the 


thief be found, let him pay double. 
3 If the thief be not found, then the aller of the 


' houſe ſhall be brought unto the judges, [to ſee] whe- 


ther he have put his hand unto his neighbour's goods, 


9 or was any way acceſſary to the loſs of them. For all manner 
- of treſpaſs about matters depoſited upon truſt, and loſt, 


[whether it be] for ox, for aſs, for ſheep, for raiment, 


[or] for any manner of loft thing, which [another] 


challengeth to he his, the cauſe. of both parties ſhall 
come before the judges; [and] whom the judges ſhall 


10 condemn, he ſhall pay double unto his neighbour. If 


a man deliver unto his neighbour for hire, an aſs, or an 


e, or a ſheep, or any beaſt, to keep; and it die, or be 

11 hurt, or driven away, no man ſeeing (it:] [Then] 

ſhall an oath of the Lokp be between them both, there 
Hall be a ſolemn appeal to God, that he hath not put his 
hand unto his neighbour's goods, to injure or deſtroy _ 

| them; and the owner of it ſhall accept ¶thereof,] and 
12 he ſhall not make lit] good. And if it be ſtolen from 

him, ro his neglect, he ſhall make reſtitution unto the 

| 12 owner thereof. If it be torn in pieces, then] let him . 
bring ſome part or limb of it for] witneſs,* Land] he 8 


ſhall not make good that which was torn, _ 


PR 14 And if a man borrow [aught,] any beaſt, of his neigh- 5 


bour, and it be hurt, or die, the owner thereof [being] 


2 15 not with it, he ſhall ſurely make [it] good. [But] if the 
owner thereof [be] with it, and was careful about it, he 
ſhall not make [it] good: if it [be] an hired [thing,] ; 


it came for his hire, and he ſhall pay that and no more. 


16 And if a man entice a maid that is not betrothed, and 5 
lie With her, he ſhall ſurely endow her to be his wite 


VVT 


3 Or, as antient verſions render it, He /ha!l bring a _ witneſs to 
prove that ſome wild beait was thereabouts, or, that he had always 


been careful about it in time paſt. 


ww ELXLE09o DU sS X30. 
17 If her father utterly refuſe to give her unto him, he 


ſhall pay money according to the dowry of virgins, 6. 


cording to his eftate and circumſtances, as anwries uſed to be 
ven with maids of like condition. 


18 Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a witch, a perſor who pretends to 


have commerce with evil ſpirits, to live.“ 


19 : Whoſoever lieth with a beaſt, ſhall ſurely be put to 


I 


He that ſherificeth- unto any) god, ſave unto the 
” 905 only, he ſhall be utterly. deſtroyed, be under a 
flew execration, and be put to death.“ 


21 Thou ſhalt neither vex a ſtranger, nor opprefs him, : 


neither reproach nor taunt him, nor oppreſs hum in his dealings, 
_ but let him live peaceably among you; for ye were ſtrangers 


22 in the land of Egypt. Ye ſhall not afflict any widow 


or fatherleſs child, ſhall give them no trouble in thought, 


23 word, or deed, in this their helpleſs condition, If thou afffict 


5 them i in any wiſe, and they cry at all unto me, I will 


24 ſurely hear their cry, and plead their cauſe ; An "= 


wrath ſhall wax hot, and I will kill you with the ſword, 
and your wives ſhall be widows, and your children x 


1s fatherleſs. 7 


25 If thou lend money to [any of ] my peut (chat it 2 


poor by thee, thou ſhalt not be to him as an uſurer, 


neither ſhalt thou lay upon him uſury.* This Was s def nes 3 
to promote love and benevolence among tem. 


26 If thou at at take 7 we ere raiment that is 


FS Pod, 
'Þ „ Whether there 1 was any thing ao} in their 3 or not, 


they were juſtly puniſhed, becauſe they were a kind of idolaters, 8 
and paid that honour to evil ſpirits which was due only to God. 


It is moſt probable that it was all a cheat and juggle 3 bur in Z 
this view they were puniſhable, 


© God was in an extraordinary manner thai” king and governor : 


£1 | idolaters were his rivals; to have tolerated them would have de- 
feated the end for which they were ſeparated from other nations; 


it would have been encouraging rebellion; and therefore they were 5 
as J puniſhed as traitors in other countries. 


4 Uſury, or intereſt for money, is not unlawful in itſelf. There 


| is no reaſon why a man may not take money for the uſe f 
money, as well as for oxen, horſes, or land, The jews might 


do this from Arangers, but not from their poor "neighbours UNC. 
brethren. Wy 
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he Poor to pledge, thou ſhalt deliver it unto him by that 
Ws; 27 the ſun goeth down: For that [is] his covering only, = 
be it [1s] his raiment for his ſkin, his bed. quilt, or coverlid: 1 
wherein ſhall he ſleep? the want of it may endanger his ! 
to. health or his life: and it ſhall come to paſs, when he | 
1 crieth unto me, that I will hear; 1 for [ [ Lam] N EY 10 
to and would have you be like me. Fl 
Obs 28 Thou ſhalt not revile the gods, or 1 nor curſe = 
ne © the ruler of thy people, not ſpeak evil of them falſely, or _ I 
a expoſe them to the contempt . the People; not breed diviſi e ö 
5 or ſtir up ſedition. is 
bly; 29 Thou ſhalt not delay beyond: the time appointed [to e : 
is, 5 offer] the firſt of thy ripe fruits, and of thy liquors, hy _ Fl 
rs deine and oil: the firſt born of thy ſons ſhalt thou give 5 ö 


30 unto me, that is, the Price of their redemption. Likewiſe | 
ſhalt thou do with thine oxen, [and] with thy ſheep:  þ 
ſeven days it ſhall be with his dam; on the en day 1 
thou ſhalt give it me. 
31 And ye ſnall be holy men unto me, ſhall lead hotter lives 
gan others: neither ſhall ye eat [any] fleſh. [that 1s] | 
| torn of beaſts in the field, becauſe there was blood in it, | 
and to teach them to abhor cruelty ye ſhall caſt it to the = 
dogs. Me are not concerned in many of theſe Jaws, but the | 
0 —— affords us the ene 


_ 


REFLECTIONS. 


DT ſhould be our care. to id the oat of unde- fs Ne 

| | ſigned miſchief; this people ſeldom think of, If a - 
man injures his neighbour careleſsly, he is chargeable _ N 
guilt in the ſight of God Perſons are apt to make light f 
imprudences; but it becomes us to be cautious, to be ten 
der of our neighbour's. property and Lp and. to 5 0 

: walk circumſpectly. | 
22 It is of the oreateſt i importance, that we keep up 'F | 
5 verence for an oath. The want of this is one of the crying 
fins of our land, it is a national iniquity. Nothing is more | 
| 


common than for perſons to forſwear themſelves on almoſt 


any occafion, An oath before a magiſtrate is lawful ; but | 
ſhould — be taken with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs. Herr 
. B b 4 e 1 = 
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us lament that oaths are ſo much trifled with in our country, 
Appealing to God 1s a moſt ſolemn thing ; and our bre. 
thren in Scotland are worthy of praiſe, where oaths are 


adminiſtered with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity 


and ſo are moſt likely to anſwer the end deſigned by them. 


Let us learn to be gentle and compaſſionate to all, 
eſpecially to the afflicted and diſtreſſed. Gentle to ſervants, 


not treating them hardly for a miſchance, as if it were a 
fault, and make them accountable for what they could 
not help. v. 10, 11. If a man deliver to his neighbour an as, 
er an ox, or @ ſeep, or any beaſt, to keep ;, and it die, or be hurt, 
or driven away, no man ſeeing it : then ſhall an oath of the Lord 


be between them both, that he hath not put his hand unto his 
neighbour's goods, and the owner of it ſhall accept thereof, and 


he ſhall not make it good, There are ſome accidents, which the 
_ greateſt care cannot prevent. Let us alſo learn to be com- 


paſſionate to ſtrangers : the reaſon which is too often given 


for not pitying and relieving them is, becauſe they are 

ſtrangers; we do not know who they are;* but this is a 

treaſon why we ſhould ſhow compaſſion. The motive urged 
upon [irael, is equally binding upon us. We were once 


 ftrangers and foreig ners, but now fellow-citizens with the ſaints, 


and of the houſehold of God. Lot us ſympathize with, and 
help the fatherleſs and the widow. It is not ſufficient that 
we do not oppreſs them; we ſhould pity, and relieve them. 
Gd is the father of the fatherl, g, and the Judge of the widow 
he will plead their cauſe, and hear their cry. Learn theres : 
fore to value their prayers; for, on the fame principle, if 
they pray for, and recommend their benefactors to the 
divine bleſſing, God will hear them. Let us guard againſt 

| biting uſury, as the word ſignifies in v. 2 5. that is, extor- 
tion; taking pledges, where we ſhould give and lend free- 
Ty. keeping them beyond the proper time; exacting more 
than the bargain, or. demanding. more than is juſt and 
cmuitable. All theſe are ſcandalous things, and the anger 
of God waxeth hot againſt ſuch cruel oppreſſors: they 2 f 
have judgment without mercy, who have ſhowed no mercy. 


4. Let us maintain the honour of rulers, and not be for- 


ward in cenſuring and reviling them. Sometimes indeed, their 
conduct ed be ſo wrong, that we cannot he] p ſeeing 1 It. Let 


Us 5 
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us lament 1t before God in prayer, eſpecially their immo- 


rality, and intreat that he would give them a better mind. It 


does not become us to revile them; that would be doing 
miſchief, and be apt to ſpread diffention and clamour. 


This petulant ſpirit, of raſhly cenſuring every meaſure of 


government, is a great fault in the preſent day: but be it 


far from us. God hath honoured magiſtrates by his own 
name; he hath called them gods; and inveſted them with 


part of his authority, Let us ſhow that we fear God, by 


| honouring the king, and being ſubje& to magiſtrates, not 


only for wrath, but conſcience fake; and not increaſe their 


| burdens, which are heavy enough already, and which all 


their honours and profits cannot balance. 
5. Let young people give God the prime of theis days 
without delay. This is intimated by his requiring the firſt 


ripe fruits, v. 29. God's foul diſcerns this, and is partt- 
cularly pleaſed with it; therefore they ſhould devote their 


time and ftrength to his ſervice, whoſe they are, and whom 


they ought to ſerve; and do it immediately, leſt their hearts be 
hardened tro the deceitfulneſs of fin. Let God, who is the 
beſt of beings, be ſerved with our beſt; and let us all learn 

to Slo hum with our r bodies and our r foirits which are Kk. e 
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7 he je political laws reſpe@ting unde and falle 1 25 f "hs ab- : 


bath; tdolairy, and a bleſſing promiſed to the 0Vedtent.. 


HOU ſhalt not raiſe or receive a falſe report, ſhalt 155 
nut go by hear ſay evidence, nor give credit to every 
"th report: put not thine hand, do not conſpire. 2 or ogree 
— the wicked to be an unrighteous witneſs, _ 0 
Thou ſhalt not follow a multitude, the great men, either 
a counſel or example, to [do] evil; neither ſhalt thou 
e in a cauſe to decline after many to vreſt [judg- 
ment,] not give falſe judgment becauſe the many do ſo + 
Neither ſhalt thou countenance a poor man in his cauſe; 3 
but do right, without rel dec 5 per Jos: SN | 


AE. 
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4 If thou meet thine enemy's ox or his aſs, or any other 
beaſt, going aſtray, thou ſhalt ſurely bring it back to 

8 him again. If thou ſee the aſs of him that hateth thee 

lying under his burden, and wouldſt forbear to he! 
him, or, worldſt thou ceaſe to help him? thou ſhalt ſurely 
help with him; /' he be at difference with thee, yet join 

_ with him to help the beaſt : fo ſhalt thou oblige thine enen, 

and diſpoſe him to recontiliation, 

6 Thou ſhalt not wreſt the judgment of thy poor in bi 
| cauſe, not oppreſs or injure a poor man, becauſe he is poor, 
7 nor deny him common juſtice, Keep thee far from a falſe 
matter; and the innocent and righteous ſlay thou not, 
and for ihe ſame reaſon inflict no other pumſhment on them : 

for I will not juſtify the wicked, that is, wicked Judges 
tho? they may eſcape in this world, T will judge them is 

8 another, ſeverely and openly.” And thou ſhalt take no giſt, 
not only no bribe, but no gifts or preſents of any kind ; for 
the gift blindeth the wiſe, corrupts the Judgment, that it 
cannot or will not diſcern between right and wrong, and per- 
Vverteth the words of the righteous, makes good men paſs 
9 a wrong ſentence.* Alſo thou ſhalt not oppreſs a ſtranger: 
for ye know the heart of a ſtranger, their dejection 2 
diſtreſs, ſeeing ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt. 
10 Ard fix years thou ſhalt ſow thy land, and ſhalt ga- 
II ther in the fruits thereof: But the ſeventh [year] thou 
ſmalt let it reſt and lie ſtill; not fo much that it may ge! 
 fPrength, as to teach you that both yourſelves and your 
land are God's; that the poor of thy people may eat 
whatever grows of ſelf from the ſeed that was ſcaltered the 

1ſt plentiful years: and then all, both poor and rich, may 
7 have lime 10 . and hear the , which was then to be | 
_ „ read 
- The Roman ot Grecian laws tamed: in "this, that judges | 


ſhould accept no gift or preſent, but their ſettled falary only. 


elt is to be remembered, that in the ſixth year their land 
was to bring forth enough for that year, and the year of reſt, and 
the next year after that, till the new corn was ripe, This 
| Moſes foretold, and it was a convincing proof of the divine 
authority of bis law; for nothing could have been more impru- 
dent in human policy, than to have left the ground fallow every 


yy feventh year, with ſuch a promiſe of plenty before . 17 he ago; ; 
Ny not had divine authority for doing it. 5 


| 17 bring the firſt fruits of thy wine and oil. 


E . JOE 4 oh ee * 


XXIII. 399 


E Eh US: 
__ n a ſolemn manner to all the people; and what they 


| leave the beaſts of the field ſhall eat. In like manner 
thou ſhalt deal with thy vineyard, [and] with thy olive- 
yard, thou ſhalt leave the produce of them for the poor. But 


E : leſt they ſhould think that the weekly reſt was to ceaſe on that 


Dear, the command is renewed. 


12 Six days thou ſhalt do thy work, and on the ſeventh 


day thou ſhalt reſt : that thine ox and thine aſs may 
reſt, and the ſon of thy handmaid, and the ſtranger, 
may be refreſhed. _ 


13 And in all [things] that I DER ſaid unto you be 


circumſpect: and make no mention of the name of 
other gods, veither let it be heard out of thy mouth; 
endeavour entirely to forget them, leſt ye be ſeduced by them. 


14 Three times thou ſhalt keep a feaſt unto me in he 
15 year, in ſpring, ſummer, and autumn 


Thou ſhalt keep 
the feaſt of unleavened bread: (thou ſhalt eat unleaven- 
ed bread ſeven days as I commanded thee, in the time 


appointed of the month Abib ; for in it thou cameſt out 


from Egypt: and none ſhall appear before me empty, 


16 but ſhall bring oblations and proviſions for the prieſt :) And : 


the feaſt of harveſt, (which was the ſecond and preateſt 


feaſt, ſeven weeks after the former) in the beginning of wheat 


harveſt, thou ſhalt bring the firſt fruits of thy labours, 


8 which thou haſt ſown in thy field: and the feaſt of . 


gathering [which is] in the end of the year, chi se 
their third great feaſt, at the end of harveſt, when thou haſt 
gathered in thy labours out of the field, hen thou alt 
Thires times in 
the year all thy males ſhall appear before the Log 
God, that is, 73 who were of e Jears, and 4 


18 Thou 


2 8 were ne 3 of baths. or times of reſt to 2 


Jews; nee 3 ſeventh Yours: and the Jane every fiſtiech 


year. 

b This was joined to the afſiver;. 25. xii. 18. 
i Scme render it, none ſhall appear before me in vain; intimating : 
that God would accept and reward their ſervices, 


At thoſe times, all their frontiers were unguarded, and it; . 
| would have been the ruin of their country, if God had not pro- = 
miled by a ſpecial providence to prefexve it then, e 
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18 Thou ſhalt not offer the blood of my ſacrifice with 
leavened bread, as the heathens do in the WorjDip of their 
idols; neither hall the fat of my ſacrifice remain un] 


19 the morning. The firſt of the firſt fruits of thy land 


thou ſhalt bring into the houſe of the Lorp thy God, 
Thou ſhalt not (eeth a kid in his mother's milk.“ 


20 Behold, I fend an Angel, my meſſenger, that is, 25 


before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee 

21 into the place which I have pr epared. Beware of him, 

i. and obey his voice, provoke him not ; for he will not 
Pardon your tranſgreſſions, St w1ll Puniſh you for them, 
for my name [is] in him, he acts by my authority, and ce. 


22 are in! imately anited, (Jolin x. 30.) But if thou ſhalt 


indeed obey his voice, and do all that I ſpeak ; then! 
will be an enemy unto thine enemies, and an adverſary 
unto thine. adverſaries, or, I will afflict them that offi 


23 thee. For mine Angel ſhall go betore thee, and bring 


= thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the 


Bo 24 Jebuſites: and I will cut them off. Thou ſhalt not 
bow down to their gods, nor ſerve them, pay them neither 


_ outward nor inward worſhip, nor do after their works: 
but thou ſhalt utterly overthrow them, and quite break 


1 5 down their images, and all monuments of idolatry, And 
pe ſhall ſerve the LokD your God, and he ſhall bleſs 


thy bread, and thy water, all thy provif jons, and give thin 


OO power to nouriſh thee, and I will take fickneſs away from 
LT - 26 the midſt of thee, There ſhall nothing caſt their young, 
nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days! 


27 will fulfill, clo ſhalt live 10 c good old age. 1 will ſend my 


fear before thee, rike terror into the hearts of thine ene. 


mies, and will deſtroy all the people to whom thou ſhalt. 
come, and I will make all thine enemies turn their backs 


unto 


I Dr. Coowonra tells us, ha | it was the codon of ROOD | 
at the end of harveſt, to take the broth of a kid, boiled in the 
milk of its dam, and ſorinkle the fields, as a bation or thank- 
offering to the deity which they ſuppoſed preſided over them. 
_ Gred ſays, thou ſhalt not do thus. And, by the way, this ſhows 
us how wiſe and rational many of the laws of the Jews were, 
tho', for want of being better acquainted with the antient hea- 
then cuſtoms, we cannot at t preſent underitand, or lee the reaſon- 


ablenets of them. | 


28 


2 
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28 anto thee. And I will {end hornets before ide a large 


kind of waſps, terrible creatures, which ſhall drive out 
the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before 
- thee. Thoſe nations are put for the reſt, becauſe they were the 
29 moſt powerful, I will not drive them out from before 
thee in one year; left the land become delolate, and the 
30 beaſt of the field multiply againſt thee. By little and 


little I will drive them out. from before thee, mnt. 


thou be increaſed, and inherit the land. 

zi And ] will ſet thy bounds from the Red fra even unto 
the ſea of the Philiſtines, the Mediterranean ſea, and from 

the defart of Arabia, or Param, unto the river Euphrates: 


for 1 will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your 


hand; and thou ſhalt drive them out before thee. This 
Was accompliſhed i in the times of David and Solomon, and not 

32 before, becauſe of their diſobedience. Thou ſhalt make no 
33 covenant with them, nor with their gods. They ſhall 


not dwell in thy land, left they make thee fin 1920 me: 
for if thou ſerve their gods, it will ſurely be a Hare unto 
thee, an e on of further A. ny and utter ; uin. 


REFLECTIONS. 


TH E henes ks the nk of being religious, what: | 
8 ever it may coſt us. God is ever ready to 


protect his ſervants in the way of duty; he preſerved the 


lſraelites in going to Jeruſalem, without danger of invaſion, 

or loſs of their ſubſtance; he promiſed he would bleſs 
them, drive out their enemies, and give them all defirable 
proſperity. See hence how acceptable obedience is to God, 
and how able and ready he is to promote the real intereſts 
of thoſe who fincerely ſerve bim; he will be an enemy io 
their enemies, and eſpouſe their cauſe, If we adhere to him, 
| he will bleſs our comforts, and give them a reliſh, and 
| deliver us from thoſe things which are burdenſome in his 
ſervice, We have neither ſuch feaſts to attend, nor ſuch 
long journeys to go to his houſe, nor the great expence of 
lodgings, proviſion, &c. to bear. The Jaw of God is now 


known more entirely, and His commandments are not grievous, 


This will ſeems in any inſtance inconvenient, a reſolute com- 


pliance 


2 —ů —— — 


profitable unto all things, having the promiſe of the life that no 
| is, and of that which is to come, 


numbers are, will not vindicate our conduct; Their fins 
will not excuſe ours; nor will their torments leſſen our own. 
Loet us therefore ſet our faces like a flint in God's way; and 
| tho? we ſhould be ſcorned and reproached for our ſingularity 

e none of theſe things move us, neither ſhould we count our lives 
dear unto us, 15 a We me Kae 0 our —. with 19. 


7 his chapter 1 is prepar atory to the giving * the ceremonial laws; 
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pliance with it will be our higheſt wiſdom; for godlineſs ; 'r 


2. See how much religion conſiſts in juſtice and hy. 


5 manity, and how tender God is of the property and repu- 
tation of his creatures, yea, of the welfare of the brute 


creation. Let us keep ourſelves far from a falſe matter; 


not be free in cenſuring others, or raifing a falſe report; 


nor aſſert a thing is ſo and ſo, when we only ſuſpect, or fear it 


We ſhould not readily receive an evil report; it is incon. 
ſiſtent with that charity which hopeth all things. Let us 
_ diſcourage talebearers, drive them away by an angry coun- 
tenance; and be careful in this and every other inſtance, 
not to follow a multitude to do evil, Let us not be aſhamed 


to be ſingularly religious. Being on the fide on which 


* 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Moſes is called up into the mountain; the people pr omiſe obe. 
dience; and the glory of God oppeareth, 


ND he ſaid unto Moſes, Come up unto the 
Lonp, thou, and Aaron, and his two eldeſt ſons, 
1 and Abihu, and ſeyenty of the elders of Iſrae!; 
probably ſuch as were choſen out by Fethra's advice; and 
worſhip ye affar off. The people were to worſhip at 6 
2 diſtance, the elders and Prieſts to approach nearer. And 
| Moſes alone ſhall came near the Loxp: but they ſhall 
not come nigh; neither ſhall the people go up with him. 
3 And Moſes, after theſe directions, came down and told 
the people all the words of the Los, and all the judg- 
ments, ſhat is, the ten COMMANaments, and all that was 


_ del zvered 


. 


s dient. 
on fuch of the people as were near him, and faid, Behold 


repreſentation of him : 
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delivered i in the aft three chapters: and all the people an- 
ſwered with one voice, and faid, All the words which 
4 the Lok hath ſaid will we do. And Moſes wrote all 

"ths words of the Lord in a book, and roſe up early in 
the morning, and builded an altar, which repreſented 
Cod, the firſt and chief party in the covenant, under the 
hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve tribes 

5 of Iſrael, to repreſent the people. And he ſent young men 


of the children of Iſrael, perſons fit for ſervice, probably 


the firſt born, <oho were prieſts, till the Levites were taken 
in their ſtead, which offered burnt offerings, and facrificed 
6 peace offerings of oxen unto the Lord. 
took half of the blood, and put [it] in baſons; and 
half of the blood he ſprinkled on the altar. The Blood 


dos divided between the altar and the people, to denote the 
7 mutual ſtipulation between God and them. And he took the 
| book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the 


people, or perhaps the heads of the people: and they ſaid, 
All that the Logp hath ſaid will we do, and be obe- 
And Moſes took the blood, and ſprinkled [it] 


the blood of the covenant, which the Lorp hath made 
with you concerning all theſe words : 


and ſeal of the covenant. There is a plain reference in this 


to the Meſſiah, and the bleſſing ngs 5 of fas covenant 3 fee Hel. : 


| 1x, 18-—20,” 


9 Thenwent up Moſes, and 1 Nadah: and Abihu, - 

10 and ſeventy of the elders of Iſrael: 
God of Iſrael, jome glimpſe of his glory, ſome illuſtrious 
and [there was] under his feet, 
below him, as it were a paved work of a ſapphire ſtone, : 
4 mixture of blue and gold, and as it were the body of 
heaven in [his] clearneſs, like a clear [ky ſpangled With 

11 fears. And 2 the nobles, thoſe elders of the children 


of -: 


n It was a common form of . a covenant among the 


And they 


beathens, to ſprinkle the blood of the facrifice on each parts ; 
and 1t contained, as 1s generally thought, a ſecret with that their 


; blood might be poured out if the Y were vnfaithful, 


And Moſes. 


Dol are obliged . 
by this blood to obſerve the covenant ; or, this blood is a fin 


ſaw the 
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af Iſrael, he laid not his hand : « as they ſaw God, and 
did eat and drink of their ſacrifices, v. 5. rejoicing in the 
goodneſs of God to them, and the honour he had done them, 
12 And the Logo ſaid unto Moſes, Come up to me into 
the mount, and be there: and I will give thee tables 
of ſtone, and a law, and commandments which J have 
written; that thou mayeſt teach them. This /hould have 
egngaged their perpetual reverence for a man who was G 
13 Highly honoured. And Moſes roſe up and his miniſter 
| Joſhua, who was 70 be his ſucceſſor 3 and Moſes went up 
into the mount of God. 
14 And before lie went up he ſaid unto the elders, Tarry 
ye here for us, until we come again unto you: and, 
behold, Aaron and Hur [are] with you: if any man 
have any matters to do, let him come unto them. 
15 And Moſes went up into the mount, and a cloud 
5 16 covered the mount. And the glory of the Lord abode: 
upon mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix days; 
_— during which time, Moſes, and probably Joſhua with him, 
. evaited before the cloud, to exerciſe their humility and devs- 
tion, and prepare them for the manifeſtation: and the 
5 ſeventh day, on the ſabbath, he called unto Moſes out 
17 of the midſt of the cloud. And the fight of the glory 
of the Loxp [was] like devouring fire on the top of 
the mount in the eyes of the children of Iſrael, Ile 
a and flame breaking out of the dark cloud. 
13 And Moſes went into the midſt of the cloud, and gat 
him up into the mount, while Foſhua flood near the bot. 
tom of the mount, between Moſes and the people: and Moſes 
was in the mount forty days and forty nights, without 
eating or drinking, ſupported by the miraculous power and. 
preſence of God, This circumſtance gave an air of maje.) | 
to the giving of the law, and intimared, that the a n 77 it 
Was xs jomethung. very great and my lieu. FE 


REFLECT- 


. That is, they did not FM 1 to a common opinion, 
chat 1 if God appeared to any one, he would ſoon die. 


and 
7 the 


Mem, 
into 


bles 


ade 


hath ſaid, will we do, and be obedient, v. 7. 


ſaid, Will we do, and be obedient. 


ful to the contents of it. 


Lor. I. a Ce 
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REFLECTIONS. 


i} ET us receive, with thankful ſubmiſſion, all in- 
timations of the divine will: All that the Lord 
This is our 
duty, for God commands nothing but what is reaſonable, 
important, and advantageous. Obedience is highly be- 
coming us. This ſhould be our language, when the book 
of God is read, or his word preached, Al that the Lord hat 
We ſhould not only form 
this reſolution, but keep it; and be doers of his word, not 
hearers only, deceiving ourſelves, 
2. Let us be willing to be as expreſs as poſſible | in re- 
newing our covenant with God; conſider the requirements 


of it; all the words concerning which it was made; ſtudy 


the extent of it; endeavour to underſtand every particular; 


that we may know what to do, and what to expect. This 
will make our vows rational, and more likely to be laſting. : 


3. Let us remember in how awful a manner our co- 


venant with God is ratified ; with blood, even the ſprinkling : 


of the blood of Jeſus; to which there i is an alluſion in what 
Moſes did. His blood is the ſeal of the covenant; con- 
firms it on God's part, and aſſures us that he will be faith- 


His blood is called the 


covenant, as Moſes was of this. 
Let us remember it ſo 


blood of the everlaſiing covenant. 


as to promote our humility and confirm our faith; eſpecially 


at the Lord's Supper, in the original celebration of which, 
Chriſt 1s thought to allude to this paſſage, when he ſays, 5 


This cup is the New Teſtament, or covenant, in my blood ; 
it repreſents my blood, with which the covenant is ſealed. 


| When we remember the death of Chriſt, let us remember 


the covenant ſealed by it; take encouragement from thence, 


and be animated by it to obedience. 


4. Let us admire the cordefcenfion of God, in 3 
ing himſelf in ſo gracious a manner to ſinful creatures; ex- 
hibiting his majeſty and glory with ſo much ſplendour, and 


yet with ſo much mildneſs, that we may not be hurt or 
terrified, 


Chriſt is the mediator of the ne- 


munion with him. 
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terrified, that his terrors may not fall on us, nor his ex. 
cellency make us afraid. We have reaſon to be thankful, 
that we are allowed to approach to God, and to enjoy com. 
Let us eſteem this a great privilege, 
and admire that grace which allows it, —But, 1 
5. Let us not lay too great a ſtreſs on any external pri- 
vileges in religion. Theſe elders ſaw oy glory of God: 
what greater honour could they enjoy! yet their carcaſcs 
fell in the wilderneſs, and Nadab and Abihu were con. 
ſumed by divine vengeance; their privileges were of no 
avail, What would it avail us to be thus favoured, or to 
eat and drink in his preſence, if we continue diſobedient 7 
It would only aggravate our folly and ingratitude. It will 
be in vain to ſay, Lord, we have eaten and drank in thy pre. 
fence, and Veen admitted to the neareſt approaches to thee; 
ſhould he reply, / know you not, pert from Me, ye Workers 
8 of miquity. 
* 6. We have reaſon to entertain venerable notions of the 
Moſaic diſpenſation, which was eſtabliſhed with ſuch pomp, 
and came directly from God's mouth. It was an excellent 
diſpenſation, well ſuited to the circumſtances of the peo- 
ple, and to promote the knowledge and worſhip of God, 
and faith in a Meſſiah to come. Let us not entertain light 
notions of it, as if it was trifling and ridiculous; if any thing 
in it appears ſo, it is owing to our ignorance. Let us re- 
verence the voice of God, that ſpake on mount Sinai; and 
be thankful for that purer and plainer revelation, which we 
have. May we reverence the law which was given by 
Moſes, and endeavour to underſtand it; but eſpecially re- 


verence, love, underſtand, and be obedient 80. that grace 
which came 2 Jeſu as Amen, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXV. 


| God having delivered the moral and judicial . 10W comes to 
the ceremonial, In this chapter is an account of the offering of | 


the tabernacle ,, the form of the ark ; the 9 ,! the _ 
and condleflick 2 


— N D the Loy ſpake unto Moſes, Rying, Speak 8 

0 5 unto the children of Iſrael, that they bring me 
an offering: of every man that giveth it willingly with 
3 his heart ye ſhall take my offering. And this [is] the _ vu 
offering which ye ſhall take of them; gold, and ſil ver 
4 and braſs, And Le and purple, and ſcarlet wo, angeg 

5 fine linen, and goats? [hair,] And rams” ſkins dyed SY 

red, and badgers ſkins, and ſhittim wood, 0 thought to be A. 
MY kind of cedar, whereof Solomon's temple was built, 1 Kings 1 
6 vi. 9, 10.) Oil for the light, ſpices for anointing oil, 0 
7 and for ſweet incenſe, Onyx ſtones, and ftones to be bn 
8 ſet in the ephod, and in the breaſtplate. And let them ll 
make me a ſanctuary, 4 place of publick and ſolemn wor. 
ſhip, it was a kind of moveable temple, which might le 
carried about with them; that I may dwell among them, = 
Ey my grace and glorious operations, as well as by this mol 
9.of my preſence. According to all that I ſhow thee, [ after] = 
the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all tze 
| inſtruments thereof, even ſo ſhall ye make [it;] ac- bi 
cording to ſome model which Mojes had Hen, or which was"... 

| 
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3 fo Aim. 35 A 
And 27 mall make an ark [of J tice wood, a. i 
YEE "whe". 


20 Is the ed 3 there is no enlargement or roflediions* „„ 

from this chapter to the thirty ſecond, for which the author „ it 
the following reaſon : © I omit the chapters between the twenty fourth Mp 
and the thirty third, becauſe they relate entirely to building and ll 

| furniſhing the tabernacle; to the dreſs of the prieſts, and the . 
like; things in which we have but little concern. Critical niceties 
may be diſpenſed with in ſuch a work as this; and the infer- | | 
ences drawn from them, often contain ſo much of allufion and meta- | 9 

phor, ſo forced and ſtrained, as hath done great diſhonour to the | 

ſacred writings.“ The few unn which the reader will find ' 
in theſe and other ſimilar chapters, are chiefly taken from Straits, 
and DoppRIDGE s Manufenpt heres, —— | 
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little cheſt or coffer to lay up the tables of the covenant 
in: two cubits and a half [ſhall be] the length thereof, 
and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof, and a cab 

11 and a half the height thereof.? And thou ſhalt overlay 

it with pure gold, within and without ſhalt thou over. 
lay it, and ſhalt make upon it a crown of gold round 

| about; a border or ledze, both for ornament and for the 

12 covering hs fall into. And thou ſhalt caſt four rings of 


gold for it, and put [them]! in the four corners thereof: f 
and two rings [ſhall be] in the one fide of it, and two 
13 rings in the other ſide of it, to carry it by, And thou 


| ſhalt make ſtaves [of ] ſhittim wood, and overlay them 


14 with gold. And thou ſhalt put the ſtaves into the rings 
by the ſides of the ark, a he ends of the ark, (as ph. 

| From 1 Kings viii. 8. 2 Chron. v. g.) that the ark may 
15 be borne with them. The ftaves ſhall be in the rings of 
16 the ark; they ſhall not be taken from it. And thou 


ſhalt put into the ark the teſtimony which I ſhall giv 


thee ; the bc tables of ſtone, Whereon the lars, or en 


commandmezits, were Written. 


17 And thou ſhalt make a mercy frat rof ] pure Dol: 


two cubits and a half [ſhall be] the length thereof, and 
ac cubitand a half the breadth thereof; his was the co- 


18 wering of the ark, And thou ſhalt make two cherubims 
| [of] gold, figures of a human ſhape, but with wings, to 
repreſent the angels, who continually attend upon God in 
heaven; [of beaten work ſhalt thou make them, in 
19 the two ends of the mercy ſeat. And make one cherub 


on the one end, and the other cherub on the other end: 


ſeven] of the mercy ſeat, or, of the matter of the mer 

eat, ſhall ye make the cherubims on the two ends 
20 thereof. And the cherubims ſhall ſtretch forth [their] | 
wings on high, covering the mercy ſeat with their wings, 
and their faces [ſhall look] one to another; toward 
the mercy ſeat ſhall the faces of the ee lee be, fat 
is, toward the middle of the — 9 feat, wohere the She- 
Final. 


P A yard ad half long . two feet nine inches broad, 5 high. 


2 GRoOrius and others think they came nearer to the repreſen- 
tation of oxen, than any other form; which might be the reaſon 5 
why Jeroboam' $ 1dols were in the ſhape of calves or oxen, 1 Kings 2 


xii. 28. 


22 


3 


21 


ark, under the coder, thou ſhall put the teſtimony that 
I ſhall give thee. And there I will meet with thee, and 


FF: 
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kinah was to reſide. And thou ſhalt put the mercy ſeat 
above upon the ark, as the covering of it; and in the 


I will commune with thee from above the mercy ſeat, 


from between the two cherubims which [are] upon th : 


ark of the teſtimony, of all [things] which I will giv 


thee in commandment unto the children of rale 
Thou ſhalt alſo make a table [of] ſhittim wood: two 
cubits [ſhall be] the length thereof, and a cubit the 


breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height there- 


24 


of. And thou ſhalt overlay it with pure gold, and 
make thereto a crown, r ledze, of gold round about. 
And thou ſhalt make unto it a border of an hand 
breadth round about, and thou ſhalt make a golden 
crown to the border thereof round about. And thou 


ſhalt make for it four rings of gold, and put rhe rings 


in the four corners that [are] on the four feet thereof, - 
Over againſt the border ſhall the rings be for places of - 
the ſtaves to bear the table. And thou ſhalt make the 


ſtaves [of] ſhittim wood, and overlay them with gold, 


29 that the table may be borne with them. And thou ſhalt 


make the diſhes thereof, wherein the bread was ſet on the 


put in, ( fee Num. vii. 14.) and covers thereof, to cover. 


zable, and ſpoons thereof, or cups, for the incenſe to be 


| the bread in the diſhes, and the incenſe in the cups, and 


3 


ſet upon the table ſhew bread before me alway.“ 


31 


us 

þ 

. 2 ; 

i = 
0 . , —— 


: 33 


1 


bouls thereof, to cover withal, or, 70 pour out withal: 
[of] pure gold ſhalt thou make them And thou ihalr 0 


And thou ſhalt make a candleſtick [of } pure gold: 
[of ] beaten work ſhall the candleſtick be Ss his 


ſhatt, and his branches, his bowls, his knops, and his 

| flowers, ſhall be of the fame. And fix branches ſhall _ 

| come out of the ſides of it; three branches of the 

| candleſtick out of the one fide, and three branches of 

the candleftick out of the other fide: Three bowls made 
Ce 355 like 


Shew bread, or bread of the preſence, v was fo caltel, becauſe 


it Was conſtantly placed in God's preſence. It was divided 1ato 


twelve thin loaves, one for every tribe, as a publick acknow- 


ledgment that they received all their food from God, and Were 
to uſe it as under his eye. 
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like unto almonds, [with] a knop and a flower | in on e 


branch; and three bowls made like almonds in the other 
branch, [with] a knop and a flower: fo in the fix 


34 branches that come out of the cindleſtick. And in the 


cancdleſtick [ſhall be] four bowls made like unto al- 
35 monds, [with] their knops and their flowers. And 


[there ſhall be] a knop under two branches of the iame, 


and a knop under two branches of the ſame, and a kno 


under two branches of the ſame, according to the fix. 
36 branches that proceed out of the candleſtick. Their 


knops and their branches ſhall be of the ſame : all of it 


1 37 [ ſhall be] one beaten work [of] pure gold. And thou 
ſhalt make the ſeven lamps thereof: and they whom I 
all appoint ſhall light the lamps thereof, that they may 


give light over againſt it, hat is, the table of ſhew bread, 


: 38 And the tongs thereof, and the ſnuff diſhes thereof, 


39 [ſhall be of] pure gold [Of ] a talent of pure gold 


ER 40 ſhall he a; it with all theſe veſſels. And look that 


thou make them] after their n which was Thow- 
ed thee in the mount. 


CHAP. XXV1, 


- An account of 20 the zen curtains of the tabernacle, ond the vai : 


of the ark. 


e TOREC OVER thou ſhalt make the mas | 

EO with] ten curtains [of [ fine twined linen, and 
blue, and purple, and ſcarlet: [with] cherubims f 
2 cunning work ſhalt thou make them.* The length "28: 
one curtain [ſhall be] eight and twenty cubits, fifty ove 
ST feet, or ſeventeen yards two inches, and the breadth of one 
Curtain four cubits, ſeven feet four inches: and every one 
3 of the curtains ſhall have one meaſure, The five cur- 
tains ſhall be coupled together one to another: and 


[other] five curtains [ ſhall be] coupled one to another. 


4 And thou ſhalt make loops of blue upon the edge of 
the one curtain from the {elvedge. | in the coupling and 


likew we 


* In the Hebrew, the work of a cunning ; workman, or r embroiderers 


1 


5 other] curtain, in the coupling of the ſecond. Fifty 
loops ſhalt thou make in the one curtain, and fifty loops 


ſhalt thou make in the edge of the curtain that [is] in 
the coupling of the ſecond; that the loops may take 
6 hold one of another. And thou ſhalt make fifty taches 
or buttons, of gold, and couple the curtains together | 


5 with the taches: and it ſhall be one tabernacle. 


And thou ſhalt make curtains [of] goats? [hair] to 5 
be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven curtains ſnalt 


8 thou make. The length of one curtain [ſhall be] thirty 
cubite, eighteen yards and a quarter, and the breadth of one 


curtain four cubits: and the eleven curtains { ſhall be all] 


9 of one meaſure. And thou ſhalt couple five curtains by 


_ themſelves, and fix curtains by themſelves, and ſhalt 


double the ſixth curtain in the forefront of the taber- 


10 nacle. And thou ſhalt make fifty loops on the edge 


of the one curtain [that is] outmoſt in the coupling, 


and fifty loops in the edge of the curtain which - 
11 coupleth the ſecond. And thou ſhalt make fifty taches 
of braſs, and put the taches into the loops, and 


12 couple the tent together, that it may be one. And the 


remnant that remaineth of the curtain of the tent, the 
half curtain that remaineth, ſhall hang over the back 
13 fide of the tabernacle. And a cubit on the one fide, and 
a cubit on the other fide of that which remaineth in the _ 
length of the curtains of the tent, it ſhall hang over 
the ſides of the tabernacle on | this ſide and « on that . 


ſide, to cover it. 


® 14 And thou ſhalt make a covering for the tent 115 - 
rams' ſkins. dyed. red, and A :0avering. above 101 * 


badgers' ſkins. 


TE 15 And thou ſhalt make boards for the abernacle [of 5 : 
| 16 ſhittim wood ſtanding up. Ten cubits, eighteen feet 
mee inches, [ſhall be] the length of a board, and a cu- 
bit and a half, /wo feet nine inches, [ſhall be} the breadth 


of one board, Two tenons [ſhall there be] in one 


17 board, ſet in order one againſt another: thus ſhalt thou 


18 make for all the boards of the tabernacle. And thou 
ſhalt make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty | boards 


| 4 
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likewiſe malt thou make i in the uttermoſt edge of an- 
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19 on the ſouth fide ſouthward. And thou malt make 
forty ſockets of ſilver under the twenty boards; tuo 
ſockets under one board for his two tenons, and two 


20 ſockets under another board for his two tenons. And 


for the ſecond ſide of the tabernacle on the north ſide 
21 [there ſhall be] twenty boards: And their forty ſock. 
cets [of] filver; two ſockets under one board, and two 


22 ſockets under another board. And for the ſides of the 
23 tabernacle weſtward thou ſhalt make fix boards. And 


two boards ſhalt thou make for the corners of the taber- 


24 nacle in the two ſides. And they ſhall be coupled to- 
gether beneath, and they ſhall * coupled toge hir 
above the head of i it unto one ring: thus ſhall it ve for 


25 them both; they ſhall be for the two corners And 


they ſhall be eight boards, and their ſockets [of] ſilver, 
ſixteen ſockets; two ſockets under one board, and two 
26 ſockets under another board. And thou ſhalt make bars 


| [of ] ſhittim wood; five for the boards of the one file 


"9 of the tabernacle, And five bars for the boards of the 
b0ther ſide of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards 
___ of the fide of the tabernacle, for the two fides weſtward, 
28 And the middle bar in the midſt of the boards ſhall 
29 reach from end to end. And thou ſhalt 8 the 
boards with gold, and make their rings [ot] geld for! 
places for the bars: and thou ſhalt overlay the bars with 


30 gold. And thou ſhalt rear up the tabernacle according 


"to the faſhion thereof which was ſhowed. thee in the 


mount. 


5 31 And thou ſhalt mike a vail [of] blue, and purple 


and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work: with : 


32 cherubims ſhall it be made: And thou ſhalt hang it 


upon four pillars of ſhittim [wood] overlaid. wich 
gold: their hooks [ſhall be of] gold, upon the four 
33 fockets of filver. And thou malt bang up the vail un- 

ger the taches, that thou mayeſt bring in thither within 


the vail the ark of the teſtimony: and the vail ſhall 


divide unto you between the holy [place] and the moſt | 


4 34 holy. And thou ſhalt put the mercy ſeat upon the ark 


35 of the teſtimony in the moſt holy [place.] And thou : 
| Aal ſet the table without the vail, and the candleſtick 


9 


2380 
A 


22 
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over againſt the table on the fide: of the tabernacle to- 
ward the ſouth: and thou ſhalt put the table on the 


0 
0 36 north ſide. And thou ſhalt make an hanging for the 
1 


C 37 


door of the tent, [of ] blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, 


and fine twined linen, wrought with needle work, And 
thou ſhalt make for the hanging five pillars {of ] ſhit- 


tim [wood, ] 1 overlay them with gold, [and] their 
hooks [ſhall te er ij gold, and thou ſhalt caſt five 


ſockets of braſs or them. 


t That 3 is, the FE rings, one at 1 corner, in the ſhape of 5 
horns, either for ornament, or to faſten the facrifice unto, | 
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Contains an account of the altar of burnt * with the 
IP the court of the tabernacle ;, and the oil for the lamp. 


N D thou ſhalt make an altar [of] ſhittim wood, 
five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the 


altar ſhall be fourſquare, and the height thereof, ſhall - 
be] three cubits, five feet and a half. And thou ſhalt 
make the horns of it upon the four corners thereof: his 
horns ſhall be of the ſame : and thou ſhalt overlay 1 it with 
braſs And thou ſhalt make his pans to receive his 


aſnes, and his ſhovels, and his baſons, and his fleſh 


hooks, and his fire pans: all the veſſels thereof thou 
ſhalt make [of] braizs, And thou ſhalt make for it a 
grate of net work [of] braſs; and upon the net, or grate, 
| ſhalt thou make four brazen rings in the four corners 
thereof. And thou ſhalt put it under the compaſs of 


the altar beneath, that the net may be even to the 


midſt of the altar. And thou ſhalt make ſtaves for the _ 
altar, ſtaves [of] ſhittim wood, and overlay them with _ 
braſs. And the ſtaves ſhall be put into the rings, and 
the ſtaves ſhall be upon the two ſides of the altar, to 
bear it. Hollow with boards ſhalt thou make it: as it 
was ſhowed thee in the mount, fo ſhall they make Lit.]! 
And thou ſhalt make the court of the tabernacle: for- 
the ſouth ſide, ſouthward Eher ſhall vel. hangings ö 


for 
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for the court of] fine twined linen of an HKnndred cu- 
10 bits long, almoſt fixty one yards, for one fide: And the 
twenty pillars thereof and their twenty ſockets {ſhall 
be of] braſs; the hooks of the pillars and their fillets 
1 1 [ſhall be of] filver. And likewiſe for the north fide 
in length [there mall be] hangings of an hundred | cu. 
bits] long, and his twenty pillars, and their twenty 
ſockets [of] braſs; the Hooks of the pillars and their 
12 fillets [of] ſilver, And [for] the breadth of the court, 
on the weſt fide [ſhall be] hangings of fifty cubits: 7 
13 their pillars ten, and their ſockets ten. And goo 
breadth of the court on the eaſt fide eaſtward [ſhall 
14 be] fifty cubits. The hangings of one {ide [of the gate 
ſhall be] fifteen cubits: their pillars three, and their 
3 15 ſockets: three. And on the other fide [ſhall be] hang- 
ings fifteen [cubits : :] their pillars three, and their 
16 ſockets three, And for the gate of the court {ſhall 
be] an hanging of twenty cubits, [of] blue, and pur- 
pole, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, wrought. with 
needle work : [and] their pillars [ſhall be] four, and 
7 their ſockets four. All the pillars round about the court 
ſhall be filleted with ſilver; their hooks | ſhall be of? 
18 filver, and their ſockets [of] braſs. The length of 
the court {ſhall be] an hundred cubits, and the breadth 
ftlty every where, and the height five cubits [of ] fine 
19 twined linen, and their ſockets [of] braſs. All the 
veſſels of the tabernacle in all the ſervice thereof, and 
all the pins thereof, and all the pins of the court, [ſhall 5 
ue of ] braſs, 4 N 
And thou ſhalt command the 3 of TY chat 5 
"his bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, : 


5 21 to cauſe the lamp to burn always. In the tabernacle 
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of the congregation, where the people uſed to meet, not 
only one with another, but with God alſo; and where the 
prieſts, levites, and people aſſembled, according to their ſe. 
_ veral degrees of approach, without the vail, that is, 1he 
ſecond vail in the holy place, which [18] before the ark of 
_ the teſtimony, Aaron and his ſons ſhall order it from 
evening to morning before the Loxp: [it ſhall be] a 
ſtatute for ever unto their SEG on the behalf 
of the children of Iſrael, FO. CHA b. 


e 
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2 ontains an account of Aaron and his ſons being ſeparated for the 


5 Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's ſons. 
2 And thou ſhalt make holy garments for Aaron thy : 
. brother, 70 be uſed only in holy miniſtrations, for glory and 
z for beauty, plorions and beautiful. And thou ſhalt ſpeak 
unto all [that are] wiſe hearted, /#ilful artiſts, whom I 
have filled with the ſpirit of wiſdom, that they may 
| make Aaron's garments to conſecrate him, that he may 
4 miniſter unto me in the prieſt's office. And theſe Lare] VF 
| the garments which they ſhall make; a breaſtplate, and 1 
an ephod, and a robe, and a broidered coat, a mite, 
and a girdle: and they ſhall make holy garments for | 
| Aaron thy brother, and his ſons, that he may miniſter 
| 5 unto me in the prieſt's office. And they ſhall take gold, . 
I and blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine linen; — 
| 6 And they ſhall make the ep hod [of] gold, [of! If 
. blue, and [of] purple, [of] Carlos: and fine twined- 
| 7 linen, with cunning work. It ſhall have the two ſhoulder- 1 
5 13 thereof F joined at the two edges thereof; and [ſo] 1 
8 it ſhall be joined together. And the curious girdle f lil 
1 "the ephod, which [1s] upon it, ſhall be of the fame, ac- _ .. 
| cording to the work thereof; [even of] gold, [of/ßůͤ l 
| blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen. 1 
9 And thou ſhalt take two onyx ſtones, and grave on |ff 
| 10 them the names of the children of Iſrael: Six of theiit 
| names on one ſtone, and [the other] ſix names of tze 
11 reſt on the other ſtone, according to their birth, With . 
the work of an engraver in ſtone, (like] the engravings of 
a ſignet, ſhalt thou engrave the two ſtones with the names 
of the children of Iſrael: thou ſhalt make them to be 
ſet in ouches of gold, hollow places in which the flones were 


fet 


8 
Prieſt's office; the ephod; the Urim and Thummcim, 

1 A ND take thou unto thee, ſolemnly ſet apart for this ; 

* 8 Mee, Aaron thy brother, and his ſons with him, 14 

t From among the children of Iſrael, that he may miniſter þ. 

unto me in the prieſt's office, [even] Aaron, Nadab and i 

£ l 


2 ==. 4 
2 


9 : 2 rr LY — : 

- — — - _ * — 2 
N ho ** Ro — —— IEEE. — 
SS d . WT nt, . : 


ö 


iy eh 
16 
1 105 
11 11 
* 
th. 
#42 
" 
q is 
it 
$1" 
th 
tic 
ihe 


oF” 
. 

bd 

* 

1 

5 
7 


116% R K © 5 US. nf. 
12 2 ſet aft. And thou ſhalt put the two tones upon the 


is 


ſhoulders of the ephod | for} ſtones of memorial unte 
the children of Iſrael: and Aaron ſhall bear thei; 
names before the LoRD upon his two ſhoulders for x 
memorial; that God, ſeeing their names Preſented Pefare 
kim by the ki on prieſt, might graciouſly remember them, a; 


13 ſhow mercy uito them, And thou ſhalt make ouches G7 
14 ſockets, [of] gold; And two chains [of] pure gold at 


the ends; [of] wreathen work ſhalt thou make them, 
and faſten the wreathen chains to the ouches. 
And thou ſhalt make the breaſtplate of judgment, 


whereby anfers of judgment in all weighty matters yer; 


given to the people, when they conſulted God for direction, 
with cunning work; after the work of the ephod thou 


ſhalt make it; [of] gold, [of] blue, and [of] purple, 


and [of] ſcar let; 12 [of ] fine twined linen, thou hal: 


make it. Fourſquare it ſhall be [being ] doubled; a 


ſpan [ſhall be] the length thereof, and a ipan {ſhall be] | 
the breadth thereof. And thou ſhalt ſet in it ſettings 
ol ſtones, ſeven] four rows of tones : [the firſt] row 
[ſhall be] a ſardius, a topaz, and a carbuncle: [this 
ſhall be] the firſt row. And the ſecond row { ſhall be] 
an emerald, a ſapphire, and a diamond. And the third 
row a ligure, an agate, and an amethyſt. And the 
fourth row a beryl, and an onyx, and a jaſper: they 
1 ſhall be ſet in gold in their inclofings. And the ſtones 
ſhall be with the names of the children of Iſrael, twelve, 
according to their names, [like] the engravings of a 
ſignet; every one with his name ſhall they be according 
to the twelve tribes. And thou ſhalt make upon the 
breaſtplate chains at the ends [of] wreathen work 
[of] pure gold. And thou ſhalt make upon the brealt- 
plate two rings of gold, and ſhalt put the two rings on 
24 the two ends of the breaftplate. And thou ſhalt put 
the two wreathen [chains] of gold in the two rings 
[which are] on the ends of the breaſtplate. And I the 
other] two ends of the two wreathen [chains] thou 
| ſhalt faſten in the two ouches, and put them] on the 
| ag angel neva of the ephod before it. And thou ſhalt | 
make two rings of gold, and thou ſhalt put them upon 


the 
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the two ends of the br caſtplate i in the border thereof, 
7 which [is] i in the ſide of the ephod inward. And two 


other] rings of gold thou ſhalt make, and ſha c put 
them on the two ſides of the ephod underneath, to- 
ward the forepart thereof, over againit the [other] 


coupling thereof, above the curious girdle of the 


| 11 ephod, And they ſhall bind the breaſtplate wy the 


rings thereof unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of 


blue, that [it] may be above the curious girdle of che 


ephod, and that the breaſtplate be not looſed from the 
29 ephod. And Aaron ſhall bear the names of the child- 


ren of Iſrael in the breaitplate of judgment upon his 
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy { place, ] for Ts 


memorial before the Lorp continually, 


30 And thou ſhalt put in the breaſtplate of Judgment 
the Urim and the Thummim; and they ſhall be up- 


on Aaron's heart, when he goeth in before the Logn: 
and Aaron ſhall bear the judgment of the children of 
Iſrael upon his heart before the LORD continually, 


31 And thou ſhalt make the robe of the ephod all [of! 
32 blue. And there ſhall be an hole in the top of it, in the 
miadſt thereof: it ſhall have a binding of woven work 
round about the hole of it, as it were the hole of an ha- 
33 bergeon, or breaſtplate, that it be not rent. And [be- _ 
neeathj upon the hem of it thou ſhalt 3 the ficure o, 


pomegranates [of Þ blue, and [of ]- purpl e, and [of] 


ſcarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold 


between them round about, by the ſound of which the people 


| mught be reminded of the work the high priejt was engaged in, 
34 and excited to join their affeftions and devotions with his: A 


golden 5 i 


* What = Urim and Trinals were, is uncertain. . Wirstvs 

| ſuppoſes it was ſome ſingular piece of workmanſhip made im- 
mediately by God himſelf, becauſe there is no mention of the _ 

making of it, as there is of every thing elſe. Others think that 

the ſtones themſelves were called fo, as being a pledge of thoſe _ 

oracular anſwers which God would give, of which, the integrity _ 

and luſtre of the jewels, might ſeem a kind of emblem. Thoſe 
Who wiſh to ſee more on this ſubject, and various other par- 

| ticulars relating to the prieſts, the tabernacle, &c. may conſult 

{ ASHworTH's and JenNinGs's Jewiſh | Antiquities, SPENCER, 


Warstus, i Kc. 
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: golden bell and a pomegranate, 4 golden bell and a 


35 
mall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy [place] ] 
before the Lok bp, and when he cometh out, that he die 


not. for his diſobedience or careleſſneſs. 


pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round about, 
And it ſhall be upon Aaron to miniſter : and his ſound 


And thou ſhalt make a plate [of } pure gold, like ar 


half coronet, and grave upon it, [like] the engravir 


of a ſignet, HOLINESS TO THE LORD. 


And thou ſhalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be 
upon the mitre; upon the forefront of the mitre it 


ſhall be. And it ſhall be upon Aaron's forehead, that 


Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, obtain 
pardon of God for the imperfettions of their beſt duties and 
ervices, and which the children of Iſrael ſhall hallow in 
all their holy gifts, ſuall ſeparate or conſecrate to God in all 
their offerings or gifts; and it ſhall be always upon his 
forehead, at all times of his ſolemn appearance before God, 


that they may be accepted before the Lox D. 


ER 
40 


— 45 


1 8 ae 


And thou ſhalt embroider the coat of fine linen, and 
. thou ſhalt make the mitre [of ] fine linen, and thou 
walt make the girdle [of ] needle work. f 
And for Aaron's ſons thou ſhalt . coats, and 
thou ſhalt make for them girdles, and bonnets ſhalt 
thou make for them, for glory and for beauty. And 
thou ſhalt put them upon Aaron thy brother, and his 
ſons with him; and ſhalt anoint them, and conſecrate 

them, and ſanctify them, that they may miniſter unto 

me in the prieſt's office. And thou ſhalt make them 
linen breeches to cover their nakedneſs ; from the loins 

even unto the thighs they ſhall reach: And they ſhall 
be upon Aaron, and upon his ſons, when they come in 

Auunto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they 
come near unto the altar to miniſter in the holy place; 
that they bear not iniquity, and die, as a puniſhment for 


it: [it ſhall be] a ſtatute for ever unto him and his ſeed. 


after him. # 


CHAP. 


| e. 


en 


Fe ID FT XXIX. 419 6 
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q t have here an account of the ſacrifice and ceretmmon: bes 5 £03 e- 
a | OE the prieſts, and the continual ournt Her! 7 


ND this [is] the thing that thou ſhalt 40 unto 


*” Ry them to hallow them, to miniſter unto me the in 


o - prieff's office : Take one young bullock, and two rams 

. 2 without blemiſh, And unleavened bread, and cakes 
- unleavened tempered with oil, and waters: unleavened 
t anointed with oil: [of] wheaten flour thalt thou make 
z them. And thou ſhalt put them into one baſket, and 
, bring them! in the baſket, with the bullock and the two | 
1 4 rams. And Aaron and his ſons thou ſhalt bring unto 

1 the door of the tabernacle. of the congregation, and 
òʒàõ fhalt waſh them with water, 

; Ss: And thou ſhalt take the garments, and put upon 
1 "Karon the coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the 
= ephod, and the breaſtplate, and gird him with the 
Bs curious girdle of the ephod : and thou ſhalt put the 
wmitre Ypoh: his head, and put the holy crown upon the 


| 7 mitre. Then ſhalt thou take the anointing oil, and 
| $ pour [it] upon his head, and anoint him. And thou 
9 ſhalt bring his ſons, and put coats upon them. And 
thou ſhalt gird them with girdles, Aaron and his ſons, 
and put the bonnets on them: and the prieſt's office 
| ſhall be theirs for a perpetual ſtatute, during the continu- 
| ance of the Jewiſh diſpenſation: and thou ſhalt conſecrate 
| 10 Aaron and his ſons. And thou ſhalt cauſe a bullock. | 
to be brought before the tabernacle of the congrega- 
| tion: and Aaron and his ſons ſhall put their hands up- 
| 11 on the head of the bullock. And thou ſhalt kill the 
| bullock before the Loxp, [by] the door of the taber- | 
| 12 nacle of the congregation. And thou ſhalt take of the || 
| bHlood of the bullock, and put [it] upon the horns of Iii 
| 


— 


the altar with thy finger, that is, the brazen altar of burnt 
offerings, to ſanctiſy the altar itſelf, that it might be fit af. oo 
terwards to ſanctiſy the ſacrifices of the people, and pour |} | 
all tie reſt of the blood beſide the bottom of the altar. 
13 And thou thalt take all the fat that covereth the 1 55 EL M 
wards bl! 
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wards, and the caul [that is] above the liver, probably 
the midriff,” and the two kidneys, and the fat that [18] 


14 


16 


upon them, and burn [them] upon the altar. But the 


fleſh of the bullock, and his ſkin, and his dung, ſhalt 


thou burn with fire without the camp: it ſis] a fin 4 


offering. Thou ſhalt alſo take one ram; and Aaron | 


and his ſons ſhall put their hands upon the head of the } 


ram. And thou ſhalt ſlay the ram, and thou ſhalt take 


his blood, and ſprinkle lit] round about upon the altar. 


15 
If 


And thou ſhalt cut the ram in pieces, and waſh the in- 
wards of him, and his legs, and put [them] unto his 
pieces, and unto his head. And thou ſhalt burn the 
whole ram upon the altar: it [is] a burnt offering unto 
the LORD: it [is] a ſweet favour, an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD. And thou ſhalt take the other 
ram for a peace offering, both by way of thankfulneſs for 
calling him to his 2 and to beg of God to proſper him in 


| the execution of it; and Aaron and his ſons ſhall put 


20 


their hands upon the head of the ram, Then ſhalt thou 


kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put [it] upon 


the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of 


the right ear of his ſons, and upon the thumb of their 


21 


right hand, and upon the great toe of their right foot, 
and ſprinkle the blood upon the altar round about. 
And they ſhall take of the blood that [is] upon the 
altar, and of the anointing oil, and. ſprinkle [it] upon 


Aaron and upon his garments, and upon his ſons, and 


upon the garments of his ſons. with him: and he ſhal! | 


be hallowed, and his garments, and his ſons, and his | 


22 


ſons? garments with him. Alſo thou ſhalt take of the 


ram the fat and the rump, and the fat that covereth 


the inwards, and the caul [above] the liver, and the 


two kidneys, and the fat that Lis] upon them, and the 


1 


right ſhoulder; for it [is] a ram of conſecration, of 
the prieſt in his office: And one Joaf of bread, and one 
pars. of oiled bread, and one-wafer out of the baſket of 


the unleavened bread that [is] before the LoxD: And 


thou ſhalt put all 1 in the hands of Aaron, and in the 


hands : 


»A membrane or kin, which ſeparates the heart and Jung: 


from the lower intellines. 
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hinds of his ſons; and ſhalt wave them [for] a wave 
25 offering before the Loxy. And thou ſhalt receive 
them of their hands, and burn [them] upon the altar 


for a burnt offering, for a ſweet ſavour before the 


Loy: it [is] an offering made by fire unto the Lokp. 


26 And thou ſhalt take the breaſt of the ram of Aa- 


ron's conſecration, and wave it [for] a wave offering 
before the LoRD: and it ſhall be thy part. That whick 
was afterwards given to the prieſts (v. 28. Lev. vii. 34, 


is here affigned to Moſes, becauſe he now exeruted the prigſt's 


27 office. And thou ſhalt ſanctify the breaſt of the wave 
offering, and the ſhoulder of the heave offering, which 
is waved, and which is heaved up of the ram of the 
conſecration, ſeven] of [that] which [is] for Aaron, 


and of that] which is for his ſons : his was done by 


throwing the parts up, and catching them again, to denote, 


their giving theſe things to God, and then receiving them 
28 again from him as ther portion: And it ſhall be Aaron's 


and his ſons* by a ſtatute for ever from the children 


of Iſrael ; for it [is] an heave offering: and it ſhall be | 


an heave offering from the children of Iſrael of the ſa- 


crifice of their peace offering; [even] their heave offer- 
29 ing unto the LORD. And the holy garments of Aaron 
ſhall be his ſon's after him, to be anointed therein, and 
30 to be conſecrated in them. [And] that ſon that is prieſt 
in his ſtead ſhall put them on ſeven days, when he 
cometh into the tabernacle of the congregation. to 


miniſter in the holy [place. ] 


3t And thou ſhalt take the ram of the conſecration, and 
32 ſeethe his fleſh in the holy place. And Aaron and his 
ſons ſhall eat the fleſh of the ram, and the bread that 


lis] in the baſket, [by] the door of the tabernacle of the 


33 congregation. And they ſhall eat thoſe things where- 
with the atonement was made, to conſecrate [and] to 
ſanctify them: but a ſtranger ſhall not eat I thereof, 

34 Fr they [are] holy. And if aught of the fleſh of 
the conſecrations, or of the bread, remain unto the 


morning, then thou ſhalt burn the remarnder with fire : 


3 5 it ſhall not be eaten, becauſe it [is] holy. And thus 


ſhalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his ſons, according 
„ „„ : to 


= — 
—ͤ—Üm44ͤ I!vß— —— ͥͤ — 


— — — 
. SS my 


422 


FXO0DV5 wx © 
to all [things] which I have commanded thee: ſever 
days ſhalt thou conſecrate them. And thou ſhalt offer 


every day a bullock 1 a fin offering for atonement : 


and thou ſhalt cleanſe the altar, when thou haſt made 


30 atonement for it, and thou ſhalt anoint it, to ſanctify 


Seven days thou ſhalt make an atonement for the 
. and ſanctify it; and it ſhall be an altar moſt holy 


_ whatſoever seek the altar ſhall be holy. 


39 
and the other lamb thou ſhalt offer at even, about three | 
o'clock in the afternoon : And with the one lamb a tenth 
deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of 


40 


41 


offering of the morning, and according to the drink } 
offering thereof, for a ſweet ſavour, an offering made 


42 


43 


44 


Now this [is that] which thou ſhalt offer 1 upon the 
altar; two lambs of the firſt year day by day continu- 
ally. The one lamb thou ſhalt offer in the morning; 


beaten oil; and the fourth part of an hin of wine [for] 
a drink offering. And the other lamb thou fhalt offer 
at even, and ſhalt do thereto according to the meat 


by fire unto the Lov. [This ſhall be] a continual 


burnt offering throughout your generations ſat] the | 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation before the } 
_ Lond: where I will meet you, and to ſpeak there unto -4 


thee. 


And there 1 will meet with the children of Iſrael, and | 
[the tabernacle] ſhall be ſanctified by my glory. And 6 
I will ſanctify the tabernacle of the congregation, and |} 
the altar: I will ſanctify alſo both Aaron and his ſons, 
5 to miniſter to me in the prieſt's office, And I wilt | 


dwell among the children of Iſrael, and will be their 


| God, by fpecial covenant, and the manifold evidences of my | 

46 favour toward them above all others. And they ſhall | 
know that I [am] the Loxp their God, that brought | 

them forth out of the land of Egypt, that I may dwel: | 


- 00y them: 1 5 the Lozp their God. 
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; CHAP. XXX. ” 0 
Y (itt ains an account of the altar of incenſe ; the ranſom of fouls; VV | 
q the holy anointing oil; and the compoſition of the perfume, - Wl: 
| i N D thou ſhalt make an altar to burn incenſe up- 10 
211 on: [of] ſhittim wood ſhalt thou make it. A 1 
cubit [ſhall be] the length thereof, and a cubit the 1 
breadth thereof; fourſquare ſhall it be: and two cubits =. 
U | Tha be] the height thereof: the horns thereof | ſhall 16 
z be] of the ſame. And thou ſhalt overlay it with pure — 
gold, the top thereof, and the ſides thereof round aa 
bout, and the horns thereof; and thou ſhalt make unto || 
it a crown or rim of gold round about, which ſerved to 17H 
4 keep the coals and incenſe from falling off. And two golden 
3 rings ſhalt thou make to it under the crown of it, by the Wh 
ä | 
q two corners thereof, upon the two ſides of it ſhalt thou -----:. 
F make [it;] and they ſhall be for places for the ſtaves to --. 
s bear it withal. And thou ſhalt make the ſtaves [of! — 
s fhittim wood, and overlay them with gold. And thou 1 
ſhalt put it before the vail that [is] by the ark of the WH 
teſtimony, before the mercy ſeat that [is] over the Wl 
en where J will meet with . — 
7 And Aaron ſhall burn thereon ſweet incenſe every” - 8 
morning: when he dreſſeth the lamps, he ſhall burn 4 
incenſe upon it: he was to do this the firſt time, but after- 1 
8 wards any prieſt might do it. And when Aaron ligutetn 
the lamps at even, he ſhall burn incenſe upon it, ag 14 
perpetual incenſe before the LoRD throughout your — 
9 generations. Ye ſhall offer no ſtrange incenſe thereon, 1 
nor burnt ſacrifice, nor meat offering; neither ſhall ye —_— 
10 pour drink offering thereon. And Aaron ſhall make an 4 
atonement upon the horns of it once in a year, on the == 
day of reconciliation, (Lev. xvi. 18, 29, 30, Numb. xxx. ||| 
7.) with the blood of the fin offering of atonements: —_— 
3 in the year ſhall he make atonement upon it. . 
throughout your generations : EM lis! moſt holy unto. 5 Wd 
the Lord. _ = | 
11 12 And the Loxb ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Me 11 
chou takeſt the ſum of the children of Iſrael after their HR 
DP d * number, 5 1 
Rh 
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number, then ſhall they give every man a ranſom for 
his ſoul unto the Loxb, when thou numbereſt them, 4 
certain price for the redemption of their lives; whereby they 


acknowledged God's right over their lives, that they had for- 
feited them by their fins, and that it was his mercy to continue 25 
them; that there be no plague among them, when [thou] 
IS numbereſt them. This they ſhall give, every one that 26 
paaſſeth among them that are numbered, half a 115 55 
after the ſhekel of the ſanctuary, abou! fourteen pence : 27 
ſhekel [is] twenty gerahs:) an half ſhekel [ſhall be the 5 
14 offering of the Lox D. Every one that paſſeth among 28 
them that are numbered, from twenty years old and 2c 
15 above, ſhall give an offering unto the Loxd. The 1 
rich ſhall not give more, and the poor ſhall not give leis 3e 
than half a ſhekel, when [they] give an offering unto 88 
the Lox, to make an atonement for your ſouls; 79 3 
dlenote that all are redeemed by the ſame price, and tha; = 
16 there is no reſpett of perſons with God. And thou ſhalt ; 
f take the atonement money of the children of Iſrael, and 3 
] Ox ͤ ̃ appoint it for the ſervice of the tabernacle of the 
© congregation, for the building and furniture of it, and for | 
maintaining God's worſhip there; that it may be a me- z 
morial unto the children of Iſrael before the Lonp, to 8 


make an atonement for your ſouls. i 
17 18 And the Lokp ſpake unto Moſes, fool ying, Thou = - 
ſhalt alſo make a laver [of] braſs, and his foot [alſo | 
3 of! braſs, to waſh [withal: ] and thou ſhalt put it be- 
tween the tabernacle of the congregation and the altar, a 
19 and thou ſhalt put water therein. For Aaron and his 1 
= ſeons ſhall waſh their hands and their feet thereat : | 
= 20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, 
I* they ſhall waſh with water, that they die not; or when 
they come near to the altar to miniſter, to burn offer- 
21 ing made by fire unto the Loxp : So they ſhall waſh 
| their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it 
ſhall be a ſtatute for ever to them, [even] to him and 
to his ſeed throughout their generations. 
22 Moreover the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, * 
23 Take thou alſo unto thee principal ſpices, of pure 
myrrh five hundred [ſhekels,] and of tweet cinnamon 


half 
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half ſo much, [even] two hundred and fifty ¶ ſhekels, ] 


and of ſweet calamus two hundred and alty [ ſhekels, ] 


24 And of caſſia five hundred [ſhekels,] aftor the ſhekel 


of the ſanctuary, and of oil olive an hin, about three 


25 quarts: And thou ſhalt make it an oil of holy ointment, 
an ointment compound after the art of the apothecary : 


26 it ſhall be an holy anointing oil. And thou ſhalt anoint 


the tabernacle of the congregation therewith, and the 


ark of the teſtimony, And the table and all his veſſels, 


and the candleſtick and his veſſels, and the altar of in- 


28 cenſe, And the altar of burnt offering with all his veſ- 
29 ſels, and the laver and his foot. And thou ſhalt ſanctify 

them, that they may be moſt holy: whatſoever touch- 
30 eth them ſhall be holy, And thou ſhalt anoint Aaron 


and his ſons, and conſecrate them, that [they] may 


31 miniſter unto me in the prieſt's office. And thou ſhalt 
ſpeak unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, This ſhall be 
an holy anointing oil unto me throughout your genera- 
32 tions, Upon man's fleſh ſhall it not be poured, neither 
all ye make [any other] like it, after the compoſition 
-- of it? it [is] holy, [and] it ſhall be holy unto you. 
33 Whoſoever compoundeth [any] like it, or whoſoever 
putteth [any] of it upon a ſtranger, ſhall even be cut 


off from his people. 


34 And the Lokp faid unto Moſes, Take unto thee 
5 ſweet ſpices, ſtacte, and onycha, and galbanum; theſe] 

ſweet ſpices with pure frankincenſe: of each there ſhall 
33 be a like Ibn far ] And thou ſhalt make it a perfume, 


a confection after the art of the apothecary, tempered 


36 together, pure [and] holy : And thou ſhalt beat [ſome] 
of it very ſmall, and put of it before the teſtimony in 


the tabernacle of the congregation, where I will meet 


37 with thee: it ſhall be unto you moſt holy. And [as 
for] the perfume which thou ſhalt make, ye ſhall not 
mage to yourſelyes according to the compoſition there- 
38 of: it ſhall be unto thee holy for the Logp. Who- 
ſeyer ſhall make like unto that, to ſmell thereto, ſhall a 


even be cut off trom his e | 
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CHAP. xxx. 


We have here an account of Bezaleel and Aholiab being cad | 1 
for the work of the tabernacle ; of the Jets and of Aer 3 
: Was the two tables. 


ND the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, faying; See, 11 
7 45 have called by name, Bezaleel the ſon of Uri, 
: e of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: And I have 1 
1 filled him with the ſpirit af God; in wiſdom, and in 
J underſtanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of 
So workmanſhip, To deviſe cunning works, to work in 
5 gold, and in ſilver, and in braſs, And in cutting of 
ſtones, to ſet them, ] and in carving of timber to work 
0 6 in all manner of workmanſhip. And I, behold, I have 
3 given with him Aholiab, the ſon of Ahifunach. of the Þ 
- tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that are wiſe } 
ii | hearted J have put wiſdom, endued them with peculiar | 
i : ability for this work, that they may make all that 1 have | 
So 7 commanded thee ; The tabernacle of the congregation, 
8 andi the ark of the teſtimony, and the mercy ſeat that | 
_ [65] thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, | 
8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure candle- I 
9 ſtick with all his furniture, and the altar of incenſe, And |} 
| ” tha altar of burnt offering with all his furniture, and 
10ð the laver and his foot, And the cloths of ſeryice, and | 
the holy garments for Aaron the prieſt, and the gar- | 
11 ments of his ſons, to miniſter in the prieſt's office, Kod 
the anointing oil, and ſweet incenſe of the holy [place:] | 
according to all that 1 haye commanded thee ſhall they 9 
e 
12 13 And the LORD pale unto! Moſes, ia Speak 
thou alſo unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, Verily my 
Mi ſabbaths ye ſhall keep; ho" the work of the tabernacle be | 
Wo Jiuoly, and be diligently and ſpeedily to be done, Jet Twill not 
bhi have any of it done on the ſabbath days ; for it lis a ſign 
between me and you throughout your generations, % 
Don own me for your God, who am the creator of heaven 
and earth, who redeemed you out of Egypt, and that I own 
you yo 2 820 that [ye] Ty know that I [am] the 
N Logo 


r 
=T 
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4 therefore; for it [1s] holy: unto you: every one that 
; 1 defileth it ſhall ſurely be put to death: for whoſoever 


daoeth [any] work therein, that foul ſhall be cut off from 
JF :; among his people. Six days may work be done; but 
in the ſeventh [is] the ſabbath of reſt, holy to the 


3 Lorp : whoſoever doeth [any] work in the ſabbath 
16 day, be ſhall ſurely be put to death. Wherefore the 


{+ |ſrael for ever: for [in] fix days the Lord made 
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WAS 1 reſhed. 
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of communing with him upon mount Sinai, en forty 
days were expired, two tables of teſtimony, tables of 
None, written with the finger of God, his immediate work, 
10 denote, that it was the work of Cod cone 'o write 
5 #his law pon men” s hearts. T 


— — 
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here a very memorable and furprizing ftory, the e 1 the 
1 calf, and its awful conſeguences. 


ſervice at this mountain, but we are weary of waiting, and 
ED D d 4 : Lk bak 


4 Lox that doth ſanctify you. Ye ſhall keep the ſabbath 


children of Iſrael ſhall keep the ſabbath, to obſerve the 
___ ſabatk throughout their generations, for] a perpetual 
19 % ant It [is] a ſign between me and the child- 


en and earth, and on the ſeventh day he reſted, and : 


18 und he gave unto Moſes, when be had dad an end 


Wer e 10w FO with the hiſftarical part of this book, and have 


N D when the generality of the people ſaw that 
ws Moſes delayed to come down out of the mount, 
where he was forty days, receiving the law, the people ga- 
| thered themſelves together unto Aaron in 4 tumultuous 
manner, and ſaid unto him, Up, make us gods, an 
 zmage or repreſentation of God, as a viſible fign of his pre- 
ſence among us, which ſhall go before us, as in other 
nations; for [as for] this Moſes, the man that brought 8 
us up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is be- 
come of him; wwe expected to receive directions about God's 


— — —— ͤ—— oe > 
4 — * ——— — « 


5 tation of him. And when Aaron ſaw with what applauſe 1 


6 faid, To morrow [is] a feaſt to the Lon pd. And they 


| tition and idolatry got the better of their covetouſneſs. 
under which likeneſs the Egyptians worſhipped their god Apis, 


Alt does not appear that they thought this calf was a real 
god; but their [idolatry conſiſted in making an image or repre- 


237 BB ® © D-V- Ss, Nl. ; 
2 therefore will ſerve God in our own way.“ And Aaron I 


faid unto them, Break off the golden earrings which yoy ( 
brought from Egypt, and which [are] in the ears of your 0 
wives, of your ſons, and of your daughters, and bring [ 
3 [them] unto me.” And all the people brake off the a 
golden earrings which [were] in their ears, and brought | 


4 [them] unto Aaron. And he received [them] at their 
hand, and faſhjoned it with a graving tool, after he MW 9 
had made it a molten calf : * and they ſaid, Theſe [he] 1 

thy gods, or, this is thy God, O Iſrael, which brought 
thee up out of the land of Egypt, or, this is a repreſen. 


they received [it,] and with what reſolutions they crowded , | 
about it, he was concerned a little to palliate what he had 
done, and direct their views flill to Jehovah, and he built } 
an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and | 


roſe up early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, | 
and brought peace offerings ; thus, as the Pſalmiſt ob-. 
ſerves, they made a calf in Horeb, and worſhipped the molten | 
image: and the people ſat down to eat and to drink, 10 
feaſt upon the ſacriſice, and roſe up to play, 10 dance and 
d dd IE 
And the Lokp ſaid unto Moſes, Go, get thee down; 
for thy people, which thou broughteſt out of the land 1 
of Egypt,” have corrupted [themſelves ;] defiled them- 


= Strange infatuation! after all they had ſeen, and notwithſtand- 
ang all that was ſtill before their eyes on the mount. 


When he ſaw no difſuaſions would prevail, probably he pro- 
poſed this, conceiving they would never yield to it; but ſuper- 


1 He melted them down into the ſhape of a calf or an ox; 


whom probably the Iſraelites followed, See 44s vii. 39. 
x 4 a 


ſentation of the true God; and this, by the way, is a ſufniclent 
and unanſwerable reaſon why the papiſts are chargeable with | 
1dolatry ; what would vindicate them, would vindicate the Iſrael-⸗ 


Þ God diſdains to call them his people any more, La. lix. 1, 2. 
and entitles Moſes to them, that he might be the more ſolicitous 
to reduce them again into the right way. T7 


8 


covenant With me, and promiſing obedience, (ch. xix. 8. 
XXIV. 7.) they have made them a molten calf, and have 
worthipped | it, and ſacrificed thereunto, and aid, Theſe 
[be] thy gods, O Iſrael, which have brought thee up 


10 


11 
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ſelves by idolatry, and ſo expoſed themſelves to judgment, 


(Gen. vi. 11—13.) They have turned afide quickly out 
of the way which I commanded them, after entering into 


out of the land of Egypt. And the Loxp faid unto 


| Moſes, I have ſeen this people, and, behold, it [is] a 
ſtiff necked people, fubborn and diſobedient, like unruly. 
heifers that will not ſubmit their necks to the yoke : Now 
therefore let me alone, do not thou intercede for them, for 
Ino not how to reſolve upon their deſtruction, if thou be 
mnterceſſor—(infinite condeſcenſion ! ) let me alone, that my 
wrath may wax hot againſt them, and that I may con- 
ſume them: and I will make of thee a great nation. 
Thus, i in the midſt of judgment, there was an intimation of 
mercy, And Moſes immediately took the hint, and be- 
ſought the Logy his God, and faid, Lokp, why doth 


thy wrath wax hot againſt thy people, which thou haſt 


I2 


brought forth out of the land of Egypt with great 
power, and with a mighty hand ? Here he pleaded what 
God had done for them, and then urges what the Egyptians 
_ would ſay, and how God's name would be reflected upon. 
Wherefore ſhould the Fgyptians ſpeak, and ſay, For 
_ miſchief did he bring them out, to ſlay them in the _ 


mountains, and to conſume them from the face of the 


earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and repent of this 
evil againſt thy people. He then Pleads the promiſe made 
to their fathers, and God's holy covenant. Remember 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, thy ſervants, to whom thou _ 
ſwareſt by thine own ſelf, and ſaidſt unto them, I will _ 
maiultiply your ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and all this 
land that I have ſpoken of will I give unto your feed, 
and they ſhall inherit ſit] for ever. And the Lory 
repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his 
people; he reſolved not to deſtroy them usterh, but only to 
puniſh them for this great ſin, 
And Moſes turned, and went down 8 the cant 1 
which Was burning, and the two tables of the teſtimony 
mas, : 


13 


14 


113 
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[were] in his hand: the tables. [were] written on both ; ent. 
their ſides ; on the one ſide and on the other [were] they ſupp 
Written, tha? is, on the inſide of each, on the right hand ani of c 


16 on the left. And the tables [were] the work of God, and ? had 
the writing [was] the writing of God, graven upon the MI ©" 

17 tables.* And when Joſhua, who waited for Moſes at the | and 
bottom of the mount, heard the noiſe of the people as they Ml ** 
; ſhouted, he ſaid unto Moſes, {There is] a noiſe of war 
18 in the camp. And he, that is, Moſes, ſaid, [It 1s] not f 
the voice of [them that] ſhout for maſtery, neither [is 

it!] the voice of [them that] cry for being overcome 

| [but] the noiſe of them that] ſing do I hear. 

i 19 And it came to paſs, as ſoon as he came nigh unto the | 
camp, that he ſaw the calf, and the dancing: and Moſes 
anger waxed hot, and he caſt the tables out of his hands, 
: 20' r¹and brake them beneath the mount.* And he took the | 
| 8 calf which they had made, and burnt lit] in the fire, 
melled it down, and ground [it,] or filed it, to powder, ö 
and having mixed ſome other ingredients with it to make it | 
 fwim, he ſtrawed lit] upon the water of the brook which | 
came from the mountain, and made the children of Iſrae! 
drink lof it, to ſhow them the vanity of ſuch gods. 


REFLECTIONS, 


1. E may here obſerve the treachery of the human 
1 heart, and the unſteadineſs of men's reſolu- 
tions. When we read ſuch a ſtory as this, we may juſtly 
ſay, with ſurprize, Lord, what is man] what a poor, feeble, 
unſteady creature ! It was but a few weeks before, that 
they received the Jaw, heard the voice of God, faying, | 
Thou ſpalt make no graven images; and they ſolemnly promilj- 
ed, All that the Lord hath commanded will We do, and be obe- 
e 
RES No doubt a moſt curious e Prodadieo, as being the immediate 
work of God. | 
1 He knew the true 8 but ſor a while concealed: it, and ET 
1 It is a noiſe of them that fing. This was uſual among the heathen, 
gaqaK0aatꝗ feſtivals in honour of their deities. 
8 5 * Moſes might juſtly be angry, but it is probable, that the 
— breaking of the tables was done with deliberation and deſign, te 


i ſhow that the covenant between them and God v Was broken oy. their 
8 idolatry, | 
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lient. They entered into a covenant with blood; they were 


ſupported, that very day, with manna; they ſaw the pillar ; 


of cloud and fire; and yet they fell into idolatry. © If they 
had ſaid, Chooſe us another governor,” (as Bp. HALL ob- 
ſerves) it would have been a wicked, unthankful motion, 


and would have ſhowed no reſpect to Moſes memory; but 
to ſay, Make us gods, was fooliſh and impious. How 
many gods would they have had! What fort of gods muſt 
thoſe be, that could be made? A god to go before them, 

that could not ſtand alone! In ſuch a ſtupid and ſenſeleſs | 


manner do men reaſon and talk, when they leave the wor- 


ſhip of Jehovah. It was ſtrange that Aaron ſhould comply 
with their requeſt; that he, who could ſtand before Pha- 
ach, and defy his threats, ſhould fo eafily be drawn in. 
= He ſhould have reſiſted, ſtrove, and prayed, yea, died, 
rather than have yielded. Who can promiſe himſelf freedom 
from fin and infirmity, when he ſees Aaron, the faint of 
the Lord, ſo tamely yield to a wicked ſolicitation ? Let us 
learn to ceaſe from man; to ceaſe from ourſelves, and not be Be, 
confident in our own reſolutions; 3 let him that r thinketh =: 


fandeth, take heed leſt he fall. 


2. See the danger of partaking 3 in other men's fins, and 
of a temper eaſily perſuaded to do things contrary to the 
dictates of conſcience: this was the caſe with Aaron. Let 
no importunity prevail upon us to forfeit our innocence, or 
to join in wickedneſs. The fear of man is often a ſnare to 
good men, and perhaps it was the caſe here; it often leads 


men to do that, which would otherwiſe have appeared 


deteſtable. Let us therefore reſiſt every temptation, keep 
ourſelves pure, be no ways acceſſary to the guilt of others, 


thro* complaiſance, timorouſneſs, or any other cauſe, It 


will give but little eaſe, under preſent or future torments, 
to reflect that we have ſinned to ons e, or even for 


- fear of ſuffering ourſelves. _ 


3. We may hence learn the efficacy af prayer : 1 1 LE 


be more effectually expreſſed, and intimated, than here. 


Moſes earneſtly prayed ; God, knowing that he would do 
ſo, ſays, v. 10. Let me alone: but he was determined not 


to keep filence, nor gn God any reſt; and God ſuffered 
kimſelf to be prevaile 


upon, See how Poe it is to make 
inter- 
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interceſſion for all men; what fignal ſervices we > may do! 
them; of what advantage it may be, 0 Hand i in the breach, 


as Moſes did, for a finful land. This is an encourage. i 
ment to 77 akvays, and not 10 faint. The effeftual, fervent =, , 
. prayer 72 a righteous man availeth much. Let us rejoice in 


the interceſ on which Chriſt continually makes for us; ie 


is the mediator of a "Petter covenant, _ him the of (ave heareth | 
. always. ; 
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7 he fory of the golden calf continued.” f 
1 N D Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, What did this peo 
9 — ple unto thee, what great violence did they uſe, | 
1 That thou haſt brought ſo great fin upon them 2 thts ö 
= --- 2 offence againſt the God of Iſrael? 1 


22 And Aaron made à poor excuſe, and faid, Let not the | 

1 "gr of my lord wax hot : thou knoweft the people, 

tthat they [are ſet] on miſchief; hey are an obſtinate, un- 

23 trafiable people, and there is no reclaiming them. For they 

| faid unto me, Make us gods, which ſhall go before us: 

for [as for] this Moſes, the man that brought us up Il 3< 

out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become MM 
of him; they inſiſted on my doing it, and ſpoke very diſre- 
: 24  freffull of thee. And I faid unto them, Whoſoever 

hath any gold, Jet them break [it] off: I thought 10 25 

matte it very expenſive to them, in hopes that they would no! WM 3 

comphy. But ſo it was that they gave [it] me: then 

„ into the fire, and there came out this calf, . 

25 And when Moſes faw that the people were] naked, 1 

unarmed, intent upon their diverſion, ſet at liberty from all 5 

| reſtraint; (for Aaron had made them naked unto [their] 

ſhame among their enemies, by appointing them to keep 

Ps 1 a feaſt. ) T7 us they were at once 2 5 of their in- 

by. nuͤccence, 

5 tA n ſenſeleſs ſtory, If 1 meant it by this, that others 


made it, it was not true, nor much to the purpoſe; for as a 


magiſtrate, he ought to have prevented it, and not encouraged | 
tem in it. 


a 
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nocence, 8 of the favour and protection of God, and fo 


might eaſily be ſurprized by their enemies. Then Moſes 
ſtood in the gate of the camp, and there ſet up his ſtandard 


in oppoſition to the golden calf, and ſaid, Who [is] on the 


 Lorp's fide ? who will take God's part againſt idolatry and 


27 


original is, and execute the divine commiſſion with impartiality _ 

aud holy zeal for God, [and] go in and out from gate to 
gate throughout the camp, and ſlay every man his bro- 

| ther, and every man his companion, and every man his 
neighbour ; fay the ringleaders, tio they be your neareſt 

relations. (Deut. xxxiti. 9.) And the children of Levi 

Di came to Moſes did according to the word of Moſes : 

accordingly the judgment was executed, and there fell of the 

people that day about three thouſand men, in the midſt = 

of idolatry and mirth, For Moſes had ſaid, Conſecrate 
_ * yourſelves to day to the Logp, even every man upon 
| his fon, and upon his brother; that he may beſtow = 


29 


5 


2 
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ſinned againſt me, him will I blot out of my book; 7 
: will . none but the dd als 1 4 wi, Hare the righ- 85 


 Feaus 


idolaters ? ¶ let him come] unto me. And all the ſons of 


Levi, that is, the greateſt part of them, gathered them- 
ſelves together unto him. And he ſaid unto them, 
Thus faith the Lonp God of Iſrael, Put every man his 


ſword by his fide, fl your hand with your ſword, as the 


upon you a blefling this day. 


with grief and ſhame, Oh, this people have ſinned a great 


ſin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou 
wilt. I pray thee forgive their ſin; — and if not, blot 
me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou haſt writ- = 
ten; if thou art determined to deſtroy Iſrael, let me die with 
them, blot my name out of thy book with theirs, for I cannot 


bear to ſurvive them. This was a noble and heroic diſpoſition. 
And the LoRD ſaid unto Moſes, Whoſoever hath 
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And it came to paſs on the morrow, that Moſes ald . 
unto the people, Ye have ſinned a great ſin: and now 


I will go up unto the Logo again, to pray, and plead for 
vou; peradventure I ſhall make an atonement for your 


| fin. He ſpeaks doubtfully, to rouſe their fears and awaken 
their repentance. And Moſes returned unto the Lox, 


and faid, with great concern and horror, quite overwhelmed 
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34 teous, the innocent, and the penitent, Therefore now go, 
lead the people unto [the place] of which I have ſpoken qe 1 
unto thee: behold, mine Angel ſhall go before thee, a; : 0 
I promiſed, ch. xxiii. 20. notwithſtanding this their rebelln * 
againſt me: nevertheleſs in the day when I viſit and | $f 
. puniſh them for other crimes, I will viſit his their fin up- FE 
on them, and they ſhall ſuffer more ſeverely on account of it, 10 
3 5 And the Loxp plagued the people with peſtilence, a- cx 
ſome other awful Judgment, becauſe they made the calf, 1 


which Aaron made. taey 
15 men 


cal. 
fore . 
The 
neve 
miſt 
ſo fe 
mon 


Vel 
| dignit 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. TIF OW. mean does guilt make a man appear, tho | 

Db otherwiſe he may be wiſe and good! What a | 
. poor figure does Aaron make! It was a ſorry excuſe that 
he offered; better he had ſaid nothing; indeed he could ; 
ſcarce fay any thing, even to palliate the crime. Let us 
avoid fin, and every appearance of evil; this will give 
us courage and joy. The greateſt enmity which can be 
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1 done to perſons, is to lead them to fin, as Aaron did. | 3 

2. We may learn from the conduct of the 1 to | in) 

8 act impartially, when engaged in the cauſe of God. Moſes 00 | 

| ſpeaks of it to their praiſe, in his final bleſſing, that zhcy Ml © 1 

* did not know their brethren, nor acknowledge their children, 3 

1 when they were commanded to execute divine vengeance, WI 

7 They did not make this a ſcene of private affection and MW 

1 partiality. Thus muſt we act in God's cauſe; do nothing 1 = 

1 from partiality ; be ready, as they were, to appear on the 5 

1 Lord's ſide; and not be neuter, when the cauſe of truth M 

1 and righteouſneſs demands our regard; Let us eſpouſe the WI 7h 

= Lord's intereſt againſt all who oppoſe it, be they ever ſo I 

4 mmerous; join on the Lord's ſide, tho', as here, there 

maiay be very few that do ſo, Let us act an upright, honeſt 
part; conſecrate ourſelves to the ſervice of God; then, what- 
eevxer men fay, and however they treat us, he will beſtow a 

. blefing upon Vs as he did pon Levi. If we conſecrate 5 

8 ...-.-... ourſelves . 


Z Moſt of he." antient verſions render it, Pe” they received 


he caif which Aaron made; and this S "if 1 the R 
l of the paige, 3 
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; urſclves to God's ſervice, he will conſecrate us to 0 ſpecial 


lignity 3 and make us kings and prieſts unto himſelf, His 


ide will be victorious, and he will beunkifully reward all 


hoſe who eſpouſe it. 
We muſt not conclude that guilt 18 forgiven, beckals 


the puniſhment of it is delayed, v. 34. Nevertheleſs, in the 
oy when I viſit, I will viſit their ſin upon them, 1 ſhall be 
nore ready to Puniſh future tranſgreſſions, for it will be a 
great aggravation of their guilt, if, in any future inſtance, 
tiey offend againſt me. This is a neceſſary caution; for 
nen are ready to think God forgets, becauſe they do; and 
jxauſe ſentence againſt an evil orb iß not ſpeedily executed, tiere 
fare the heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to do evil. 
They think it will never be remembered, and they ſhall 
derer be called to an account; but this is a dangerous 
niſtake ; Iſrael knew it to be 0 to their coſt, They were 


b ſenſible of the malignity of this crime, that it was a com- 


mon ſaying among them, in after ages, There was no 
jmdgment came upon them, but was mixed with an ounce of 
the golden calf,” The modern jews keep a yearly faſt on that 
day, to intreat the divine favour. In a word, the great 
fon to be learnt from the whole 1 is, that we monie watch 
ond pray, that we enter not into temptation, for God is jealous 
of his honour, of his name, of the purity of his worſhip, 
ind the obſervance of his commands: one ever hardened | 


themſelves againſt um, and praſpered, 


11 AP. XXXIII. 


the doin didleaſare being fill manifte ted againſt Thrazl, Moſs 


ſucceſs fully intercedes for them, and for himſelf. 


| 3 1 up out of the land of Egypt, unto the 


land which I ſware unto Abraham, to Ifaac, and to 

2 Jacob, ſaying, Unto thy ſeed will I give it: And I will | 

ſend an angel before thee; and I will drive out the (gs: © 

maanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Periz- 
zite, 


N D the Lozp ſaid unto Moſes, Depart, rand]. 5 
go up hence, thou, and the people which thou 
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3 N the Hivite, and the Jebuſite: : Unto a land flow. 
ing with milk and honey: for M' I will ſend my angel, 


_ os | promiſed, ch. xxiii. yet I will not go up in the midſt | 
of thee, in favour, and with a viſible fign of my preſence, | 
Det afterwards he was intreated, v. 14.) for thou [art] a 
ſtiff necked people: leſt I conſume thee in the way, if | 


thou ſhouldſt treſpaſs again ſo abominably as in the matter of 


the golden calf: ſo that in the miaſt of Judgment God remem. 


 bered mercy. 


4 And when the people heard theſe evil tidings, they ; 
- mourned : and no man did put on him his ornaments, | 
5 but uſed figns of mourning and lamentation. For the Logo | 
had ſaid unto Moſes, Say unto the children of Iſrael, | 


Ye [are] a ſtiff-necked people: I will come up into the 


midſt of thee in a moment, and conſume thee, f hou | 
repent not: therefore now put off thy ornaments from | 
thee, humble thyſelf, and ſhow fruits of repentance, that J 
may know what to do unto thee, whether thou wilt re- 
6 pent, or perſiſt in thy ſin, and ſo do accordingly. And the | 
children of Iſrael ſtripped themſelves of their ornaments 


dy the mount Horeb. 


7 And Moſes took the 1 ( 7900 the tent in 


voie, he enquired of God, and ſat in judgment ) and pitched 
it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and called 


it the Tabernacle of the congregation, or meeting, becauſe 
here God met Moſes, and here the people came to ſeek direc- 


tion in difficult caſes, And it came to paſs, [that] every 


one which ſought the Logp went out unto the taber- | 


nacle of the congregation, which [was] without the 
camp; which, th“ it was a mark of God's diſpleaſure, yet 
gave them hope that he would be found of them that ſought 


8 him, tho he did not dwell in the midſt of them, And it came 
do pals, when Moſes went out unto the tabernacle, 0 
intercede with God for the people, [that] all the people roſe 

up, and ſtood every man [at] his tent door, and looked 
after Moſes, until he was gone into the tabernacle, 


acknowledging themſelves unworthy to approach nearer. 


9. And it came to paſs, as Moſes entered into the ta- 
bernacle, the cloudy pillar deſcended, and ſtood [at] the 


door of the tabernacle, and [the Lozp] talked with 
5 . | _ Moſes, 


10 
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Moſes out of the cloudy pillar, which was a fin of favour, 
10 (Pſa. xcix. 7.) And all the people ſaw the cloudy pillar 
ſtand [at] the tabernacle door: and all the people roſe 
up and worſhipped, every man [in] his tent door, 
adoring the divine majeſty, and adding their earneſt interceſ= 


11 1 f ons to thoſe of Moſes. And the Lokp ſpake unto Moſes 


_ out of the ſhining cloud, face to face, as a man ſpeaketh unto 
his friend, audibly, diſtintly, with great kindneſs and con- 
Aieſcenſion: which ſhowed his approbation of Moſes. And he 
turned again into the camp; but his ſervant Joſhua, 

the ſon of Nun, a young man, departed not out of _ 2 
95 tabernacle, but waited there before the Lord. 
12 And Moſes ſaid unto the Loxp, See, thou fayeſt un- 
to me, Bring up this people: and thou haſt not let me 


know whom thou wilt ſend with me, wwho this angel is 


tat I am to expect; and thou haſt withdrawn thy ſpecial E 


7 preſence, Yet thou haſt ſaid, I know thee by name, and 


thou haſt alſo found grace in my fight, I have a ſpecial 
13 and particular regard for thee. Now therefore, I pray 


thee, if I have found grace in thy ſight, ſhow me now : 
thy way, what courſe thou meaneſt to take with us, that 1 


may know thee, how good thou art, that I may find grace 
in thy fight : and confider that this nation [is] thy 


14 people, thine by covenant, and under thy ſpecial care. And 


he, that is, God, graciouſly heard and anſwered him, ne 
ſaid, My preſence ſhall go [with thee,] and I will give 
thee reſt from thy preſent perplexity, and will in due 15 


15 bring thy people to their reſting place. And he faid unto | : 


him, If thy preſence go not [with me,] F thou doſt not 
_ grant us this favour, carry us not up hence, here let us 


16 remain. For wherein ſhall it be known here that I and 
thy N have found grace in thy ſight? [Is it] not in 
that thou goeſt with us? fo ſhall we be ſeparated, 1 

and thy people, from all the people that [are] upon the 


face of the earth; wwe ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by thy peculiar 


17 kindneſs, and the privileges vouchſafed to us. And the 


Lob faid unto Moſes, I will do this thing alſo that 
thou haſt n for thou haſt found peace: in my 
Vor. 18 | E Ee fight, 5 


» T h is is A revocation of the ſentence, v. 3. 
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ſight, and I know thee by name, know thee above all 
nen; thou art my particular favourite and friend, 

18 And he ſaid, If it be ſo, and I have found fuck favour 
19 in thy fight, I beſcech thee, ſhow me thy glory.” And 
- he fal, 1 will make all my goodneſs, which is my pecu- | 
iar glory, to paſs before thee, and I will proclaim the | 
name of the Lokp before thee ; and will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will ſhow mercy on whom | 

I will ſhow mercy: I will manifeſt my ſovereign love and 
mercy 10 theſe people, notwithſtanding their provocations and | 
20 idolatry. And he ſaid, Thou canſt not ſee my face, the |} 
majeſty and glory attending that external ſhape I have now 

21 »aſjumed: for there ſhall no man ſee me, and live, And 

the Lorp ſaid, Behold, [there is] a place by me, and 
22 thou ſhalt ſtand upon a rock: And it ſhall come to pals, 
while my glory paſſeth by, that I will put thee in a clift 
of the rock, co e will limit thy view of my glory; and | 
will cover thee with my hand while 1 paſs by, that | 
23 thou mayeſt not be overwhelmed by it, And I will take 
away mine hand, and thou ſhalt ſee my back-parts, s 
. much as thou _ bear : but my. face ſhall r not be ſeen. 


REFLECTIONS. 


4 \H E deepeſt humility becomes us, when we have 
loſt the ſenſe of God's preſence, and the hopes 


3 


of bY on when we have fallen into fin, and are grown | da 
careleſs and negligent; this is a time for lamentation; it e 
becomes us to bewail this deeply, and to repent moſt | BY 
ys for woe unto us, if God depart from us. ty 
2. We learn hence, that God maintains a certain de- | 
_  corum in dealing with his creatures, which he will not, and, de 
as a wiſe and holy being, he cannot violate; v. 3. Iwill not # 
go up in the midſt of thee, for thou art a Riffnecked people; lt de 
I conſume thee in the way. He is obliged to animadvert on 01 

5 the auen of his People, and not t pardon. fin bya 6 

5 25 , mere fo 
3 Perhaps there was one glorious. appearance within the cloud, i} 


5 that Moſes wiſhed to lee, full farther to increaſe his veneration, | 
_— | devotion, and lere. | | l af 
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mere e arbitrary act, but in a manner that ſhall expreſs his 
diſpleaſure, and thro' Moſes the mediator. Thus he re- 
moved his tabernacle, and the like. The atonement of 


Chriſt ſtands on the fame foundation as this: the ſame view 


is carried on, thro? all the divine diſpenſations. God does 


things in ſuch an honourable way, as may give his creatures 


the higheſt opinion of bis purity and holineſs, that they = 


may not think light of fin, or of pardoning mercy. 


3. It is deſirable, wherever we go, to carry aloug with 
us the tokens of the divine preſence, eſpecially when enter- 
ing on new ſettlements in life : our language ſhould be that 
of Moſes, v. 15. If thy preſence go not with us, carry us not 


1% hence, The wilderneſs was an uncomfortable ſituation ; 


and to have ſtayed there would have been very unpleaſant; 
yet he had rather ſtay there, with God's preſence, than 55 


remove without it. God does not manifeſt himſelf fo now; 


but ſtill he has ways of manifeſting himſelf to his church 

and people. There is a ſpecial preſence of God with good _ 
men; and that may be known, as his preſence formerly _ 
was, by its ſigns and operations, in preparing and aſſiſting 
men to holy actions, conforming them to holy habits, and 
affording them ſtrong conſolations. It is, in one word, a 
tively ſenſe of religion upon the foul, promoted and main- 


tained by the ſpirit of God. Let us earneſtly ſeek this; 
take pains to ſecure it, by attending on religious ordinances, 


praying for the ſpirit, and the like. Let us begin every 
day, and every action, with theſe words of Moſes, Let the 
beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; and eſtabliſh thou the 
work of our hands upon 15 Jia, the work of our hands Nc Ne 


thou it. 


4. The more we know of God the greater wal be our 
defire to know more of him: ſo Moſes fays, v. 18. I beſeech 


thee, ſhow me thy glory. We ſhall ſee ſuch excellencies and 


beauties in him, and find ſuch comfort and advantage to 
ourſelves, that our deſires will be fervent to know more of 


God, and feel more of his love. Let us labour after this, 


for then ſhall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord. 
5. The goodneſs of God is the moſt illuſtrious part of 


the glory of the divine majeſty : it renders all his other 


attributes amiable; lovely, and defirable, | Let us confider 
SJ TY 5% 3 
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it in this view, as a foundation * hope, as a ground of | 
_ admiration and cheerful confidence. We are taught what 
is the glory of his rational creatures; to be good, and to | 
do good. Benevolence renders us like God; generoſity, 
kindneſs, and charity, are the greateſt glory of a moral agent, 3 
better than wealth, honour, or any other accompliſhment, | 
; Let us then ve merciſul, as our father in heaven is merciful, 4 
6. When we have the brighteſt diſcoveries of God's M 
preſence and glory here below, let us long for thoſe more 
perfect views of it, which are to be expected when mortality | 
| ſhall be laid aſide. v. 20. Jeu canſt not ſee my face; for there | 
all no man ſee me, and live, We cannot reſt ſatisfied with 
what we fee and taſte here below; we ſhould indeed be | 
thankful for it, but be deſirous of ſomething better. God | 
could eaſily overpower us with his glory; but we are 
earthen veſſels, and he proportions his communications to | 
our capacities. But when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up | 
| of lite, the people of God ſhall be ſo ſtrengthened, as to | 
take in the brighteſt beams of his preſence ; and that, 
wich would now overwhelm them, ſhall be an immortal | 
ſource of life and vigour. We ſhall ſee Chriſt, not thro' | 
the cloud, as Moſes did, but as he is. With God is the | 
fountain of life; in his light we ſhall ſee eternal light. Let us | 
long for that glorious day; and ſo improve our preſent 
diſcoveries, that we may be made meet for an inheritance 


among the ſaints in light, to behold God's Jo's in een 
: end 10 be 1 with fats pan als 
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; Contains further proof of God's kindneſs to Thad Moſes returns | 
to the mount; beholas the glory-of God, intercedes for the peo 
ple; , the covenant is renewed ; directions are given about the 


nature and manner of worſhip ; and Moſes returns to ne 
. with a ſplendid countenance, 


ND the Lozp faid unto Moſes, Hew 8 two 

FE . = tables of ſtone like unto the firſt : (God did this 
__ aue, but now Ae is commanded to do it :) and I will 
= LM | | writs 
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write upon {theſe] tables the words that were in the firſt 
2 tables, which thou brakeſt. And beer ready in the morn- 


ing, and come up in the morning unto mount Sinai, 


3 


man be ſeen throughout all the mount; neither let the 
4 flocks nor herds feed before that mount. And he hewed 


and preſent thyſelf there to me in the top of the mount. : 


And no man ſhall come up with thee, neither let any 


two tables of ſtone like unto the firit; and Moſes roſe 


up early in the morning, and went up unto mount 


Sinai, as the Lord had commanded ! him, at nd took in 


his hand the two tables of ſtone. 
And the Lord deſcended in the cloud; ; that is, th: 


cloud which flood over the mountain came down and covered 
it, and Moſes entered into it; and the Lord frood with him 


there, and proclaimed. te K name of the Lok p. And 


the Lorp paſſed by before him, and proclaimed is 


name with an audible, diſtin voice, The I. ob, The 


LRD God, ie ſeif-exiſtent, almighty Jehoveh, merciful 
: in pitying his people*s offlictions and iniſeries, and gracious 


in ſhowing favour to the unworthy, long- ſuffering, beariag 


long with their provocations, and abundant in goodneis 
and truth, whoſe bounty is lar ge. extenſive, and conſtant, 
and ſo is his truth and fidelity to all his promiſes, Keeping 
mercy for thouſands of generations, forgiving iniquity 
and tranſgreſſion and fin, a!l kinds and degrees of fin, and 
that will by no means clear [the gui! 1 ] but awfully an 
ſeverely puniſh them; viſiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, and upon the children's children, 
unto the third and to the fourth [generation ;] Particu- 


larly the fin of idolatry, as forbidden in the ſecond command- 
ment, the fatal effects of which will extend de their children, 
F they continue to walk in their fathers' ſteps. 


And Moſes made haſte, and bowed his head toward 


the earth and worſhipped ; being greatly affected, he 


| prorated himſelf before God, with humble reverence and 
holy joy; and ſeized this happy, favourable moment, to in- 

9 tercede for this finful people. And he ſaid, If now I have 
found grace in thy fight, O Logo, let my Lord, I pray 


thee, go among us; for it [is] a ſtiffnecked people, and 


need thine awful preſene to rule them; or tho* they be a ftiff- 
| . . _ necked 


1 
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necked people, yet ſhow them compa on; and pardon our 
iniquity and our fin, and take us for thine inheritance, 
10 And he faid, Behold, I make a covenant : before all 
thy people 1 will do marvels, terrible things in thy ſizht, | 
and eſpecially in the fight of thine enemies, ſueh as have not | 
been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: and all | 
the people among which thou [art] ſhall ſee the work | 
of the Lond; for it [is] a terrible thing that I will do 
11 with thee, that i is, by thy hand. Obſerve thou that which | 
I command thee this day: behold, I drive out before | 
thee the Amorite, and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, | 
and the Perizzite, and the Hivite, and the Jebuſite. 
12 Take heed to thyſelf, leſt thou make a covenant with 
the inhabitants of the land whither thou goeſt, leſt it 
13 be for a ſnare in the midſt of thee : But ye ſhall deſtroy 
their altars, break their images, and cut down their 
| groves, where they worſhip their images, which were often | 
14 impure and polluted places: For thou ſhalt worſhip no | 
bother god: for the L.orn, whoſe name [is] Jealous, 
[is] a jealous God, and will endure no rival or competitor: 
15 Left thou make a covenant with the inhabitants of the 
land, and they go a whoring after their gods, forſake 
Ihe Find: and cleave unto idols, and do ſacrifice unto their 
gods, and [one] call thee, and thou eat of his ſacrifice; a 
and ſo partake with him in idolatrous worſhip, becauſe ſuch 
feaſts were a part of the worſhip offered to the idol; (1 Cor. 
16 x. 20.) And thou take of their daughrers unto thy ſons, 
in marriage, and their daughters go a whoring after 
their gods, and make thy ſons go a whoring after their 
17 gods. Thou ſhalt make thee no molten gods, ur 
= other kind of _ , 
18 The feaſt of unleavened bowed ſhalt thou hong ; 
Seven days thou ſhalt eat unleavened bread, as 1 com- 
= manded thee, in the time of the month Abib : for in 
=: 19 the month Abib thou cameſt out from Egypt. All that 
| _ openeth the matrix [is] mine, that is, every firſt born; 
14 aaaälancd every firſtling among thy cattle, [whether] ox or 
1 200 ſheep, [that is male.] But the firſtling of an aſs thou 
= ſhalt redeem with a lamb: and if thou redeem [him | 
pg — not, then ſhalt thou break his neck. All the firſt born 
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of thy ſons thou ſhalt redeem. | And none ſhall appear 


before me empty. See chap, xxiii. 15. 


21 Six days thou ſhalt work, but on the ſeventh day | 


thou ſhalt reſt: in earing time and in harveſt, in io 


moſt buſy times of the year, thou ſhalt reſt; ming . 


Excuſe you from this, 

22 And thou ſhalt obſerve the fealt of weeks, of the 
firſt fruits of wheat harveſt, and the feaſt of ingather- 
ing at the year's end, that an the fea of n an 
Tabernacles. 

5 Thrice in the year ſhall all your men children appear 
before the Loxp God, the God of iſrael. And at that 

24 time fear none of thine enemies, For I will caſt out the 
nations before thee, and hits thy borders: neither 


ſhall any man defire thy land, when thou ſhalt go up to 


appear before the LORD thy God thrice in the year.“ 


25 Thou ſhalt not offer the blood of my ſacrifice with _ 
leaven; neither ſhall the ſacrifice of the feaſt of the 


26 paſſover be left unto the morning. The firſt of the firſt 
fruits of thy land thou ſhalt bring unto the houſe of 


the LoRD thy God. Thou ſhalt not ſeethe a kid in his 


mother's milk. See chap. xxiii. 19. Dent. xiv. 21. 
oy And the Lox faid unto Moſes, Write thou theſe 


words in the book of the law: for after the tenor of theſe _ 
words I have made a covenant with thee and with 


28 Iſrael. And he was there with the Lokp forty days 
and forty nights, (be/ides thoſe, chap. xxiv. 18.) he did 
neither eat bread, nor drink water. And he, that 15, 


God, wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, 


the ten commandments. _ 


29 And it came to paſs, when Moſes came Soi from 
mount Sinai with the two tables of teſtimony in Moſes? | 
hand, when he came down from the mount, that 


Moſes wiſt not that the ſkin of his face ſhone while he 


30 talked with him. And when Aaron and all the child- 
3 E bs 4 : ren 


on This was een fulfilled ; it was a n circumſtance, 


and a glorious atteſtation of the truth of the Moſaic religion. 
1 This was an evident token of his converſing with God; he 


had Teen a Deiker glory. than before, and his face ſtill reflected 


ſome 


Wo; 


33 And [till] Moſes had done ſpeaking with them, he put 


33 ren of Iſrael [that] which he was commanded, And 


2 ET us remember 1 ede upon this awful, 


univerſally benevolent, abundant in goodneſs and truth. How | 
Proper an object for our love, and truſt, and confidence 
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ren of Iſrael ſaw Moſes, behold, the ſkin of his face 


31 ſhone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. And 
Moſes called unto them; and Aaron and all the rulers 
of the congregation returned unto him: and Moſes 

* talked with them. And afterward all the children of 

Irael came nigh: and he gave them in commandment | 

all that the Loep had ſpoken with him in mount Sinai, 


34 a vail on bis face. But when Moſes went in before the | 
Lond to ſpeak with him, he took the vail off, until he | 
came out. And he came out, and ſpake unto the child. 


the children of Iſrael ſaw the face of Moſes, that the | 
| ſkin of Moſes? face ſhone : and Moſes put ihe vail up. | 
on his face Wan until he went in to {peak with him. 


REFLECTIONS. 


this delightful name of God; conſider it at large; | 
he 18 ful, compaſſionate 48 4 father, kind and generous, 


Let us fear the Lord and his goodneſs , and endeavour in all | 
things to be like him, to be Nit, as bur r Father in heaven | 


15 Perfect. 


2. Thoſe Who are n with views of Ae 1 


- glory, ſhould improve thoſe precious moments: ſo Moſes 
fell down, and interceded for Iſrael. When we have clear 
and raiſed conceptions of God, w hen we find his attributes 


poſſeſſing and influencing our minds, and taſte and ſee that 


he is good; then let us exerciſe kumility, joy, and truſt, 


and plead for mercy for ourſelves and others. The more 


Ve ſee of God's goodneſs, the more humble, ſerious, and 
_ devout it ſhould make us; and the more ſolicitous to ex- 


preſs our cood wiſhes for all our fellow. creatures. 
.& Let us s attend to the demands of God's covenant, it 

| WG 

ſome of the rays of the Shokinah which had fallen upon him. 


This was deſigned to do honour to Moles, and lecure a greater 


regard to the law, which was now renewed. 
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we deſire to enjoy the bleſſings of it. Behold, I at; 4 L 
covenant ;, Obſerve thou that which I command thee. We ſhould 
always remember what God requires of us; how reaſonable. 
his demands are, and cheerfully comply with them, To 
expect the bleſſing without ſuch a compliance, is atfront- 
ing to God, and deceiving ourſelves, 


4. Let us refle& on the obſcurity of the Moſaic di! ons 
WM fation, as intimated by the vail on Moſes? face. See 2 Cor. 


iii. 13, &c. where Paul fo explains this by way of alluſion. 
The Jews did not then underſtand the ſpiritual meaning 
and deſign of the law; and there is {till a Vail on their hearts; 


but when they are nverted it ſhall be taken away. But 


we all, with unvailed faces, behold, by reflection, he glory of 


the Lord, and are changed into his image, by the ſpirit of the 
Lord. The vail is now taken away; life and immortality are 
brought to light by the goſpel, Let us be thankful that we 
are not under the law, but under grace; and nghty employ - 
and improve our religious privileges, 


5. Let us be careful that, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, our faces 


ſhine by converſe with God. Wiſdom, ſays Solomon, makes 
a man's face to ſhine, gives him an amiable, engaging 
luſtre; it commands eſteem and regard. We ſhould ſhow _ 
to the world that we have communion with God, by the 
luſtre of our piety and holineſs, Converſe with him ſhould. 


quicken us to a temper and conduct ornamental to religion, 


Let your light then ſo ſhine before men, that they, ſeeing your 


boo Works, may glorify your Taler which 1s in Kartei 


7 2 0 * 1 — > 2 3 N a 
- : 


CH AP. XXXV. 


From this chapter to the tenth of Leviticus, contains an account 
of erecting the tabernacle, and conſecrating Aaron and his ſons 
to the priefthocd. Tittle is ſaid upon theſe things, for the 


_ given at the beginning of ihe twenty hfth chapter. 


ND Moſes gathered all the congregation of the 


children of Iſrael together, and faid unto them, 


Theſe [are] the words which the Lokp hath command- 
2 ed, that [ye] ſhould do them. Six days ſhall work be 
%%% ũ ĩð1à : done, 
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done, but on the ſeventh day there ſhall be to you T 
holy day, a ſabbath of reft to the LORD: whoſoever | 
3 doeth work therein ſhall be put to death. Ye ſhal] 
kindle no fire chroughout your habitations upon the 
ſabbath day, c1/r to dreſs food, or for oy worldly en. 
| e 
And Moſes ſpake unto all the congregition of the 


* oikdres of Itrael, ſaying, This [18] the thing which the 


5 Lorp commanded, ſaying, Lake ye from among you 


an offering unto the LORD: whoſoever [is] of a willing 
heart, let him bring it, an offering of the Lord, gold, 


6 and filver, and braſs, And blue, and purple, ind ſcar- 


7 let, and fine linen, and goats? [hair,] And rams” ſkins 
8 dyed red, and badgers? ſkins, and ſhittim wood, And oil 
for the light, and ſpices for anointing oil, and for the 

9 ſweet incenſe, And onyx ſtones, and ftones to be ſet for 
10 the ephod, and ſor the breaſtplate. And every wie heart- 
ed among you, ſhall come and make all that the Lorn 


= 11 hath-commanded; The tabernacle, his tent, and his 


covering, his taches, and his boards, his bars, his 


12 pillars, and his ſockets, The ark and the ſtaves there- 


of, [with] the mercy ſeat, and the vail of the covering, 
13 The table, and his ſtaves, and all his veſſels, and the 


14 ſhew bread, The candleſtick alſo for the light, and his 


furniture, and his lamps, with the oil for the light, 


135 And the incenſe altar, and his ſtaves, and the anointing 


oil, and the ſweet incenſe, and the hanging for the door 


16 at the entering in of the tabernacle, The altar of burnt 


offering, with his brazen grate, his ſtaves, and all his 


17 veſſels, the laver and his foot, The hangings of the 


court, his pillars, and their ſockets, and the hanging 


18 for the door of the court, The pins of the tabernacle, 
19 and the pins of the court, and their cords, The cloths 


of ſervice, to do ſervice in the holy [place, ] the holy 
garments for Aaron the prieſt, and the men of 
his ſons, to miniſter in the prieſt's office. 
And all the congregation of the children of Iſrael de- 


Ir parted from the preſence of Moſes. And they came, 


every one whoſe heart ſtirred him up, and every one 
whom his ſpirit made 2 whoſe Judgment and under- 
Panding 
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Nanding in ſuch kind of work inclined him to a willingneſ3 to 
undertake it, and] they brought the Logy's offering to 
the work of the tabernacle of the congregations and for 


22 all his ſervice, and for the holy garments. And they 


came, both men and women, as many as were willing 
hearted, [and] brought bracelets, and ear rings, and 
rings, and tablets, all jewels of gold: and every man 
that offered [offered] an offering of gold unto the Lokp, 


contributing theſe things now as collie for the ſervice f 
the tabernacle, as before toward making the golden calf. 
| 23 Andevery man, with whom was found blue, and purple, 


and ſcarlet, and fine linen, and goats? hair,] and red 


ſkins of rams, and badgers* ſkins, brought [them.] 


24 Every one that did offer an offering of filver and braſs 


brought the Lory's offering: and every man, with _ 


whom was found ſhittim wood for any work of the ſer- 
25 vice, brought [it.] And all the women that were wiſe 


hearted did ſpin with their hands, and brought that 
which they had ſpun, [both] of blue, and of purple, 
26 [and] of ſcarlet, nd of fine linen. And all the women 


whoſe heart ſtirred them up in wiſdom ſpun goats [hair,} 


27 And the rulers brought onyx ſtones, and ſtones to be 
28 ſet, for the ephod, and for the breaſtplate ; And ſpice, 
TEE and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for 
29 the ſweet incenſe. The children of Iſrael brought a 

__ willing offering unto the Lokbp, every man and woman, 

whoſe heart made them willing to bring for all manner 
of work, which the Lorp had commanded to be made ; 
„ I the hand of Moſes 
30 And Moſes ſaid unto the children of lire, See, the 1 5 
Lon hath called by name Bezaleel the fon of Uri, 
31 the ſon of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; And he hath | 
filled him with the Spirit of God, in wiſdom, i in under⸗ 
ſtanding and in knowledge, and in all manner of work 
32 manſhip; And to deviſe curious works, to work in gold, 

33 and in filver, and in braſs, And in the cutting of ſtones, 


to ſet them, ] and in carving of wood, to "make any 


34 manner of cunning work. And he hath put in his heart 


that he may teach, [both] he, and Aholiab, the ſon of 


35 Ahiſamach, of the tribe of Dan. Them hath he filled 


with 
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* to all that the Loxp had commanded. And Moſes 


3 work to do it: And they received of Moſes all the | 


: Es 


448 E X D U. AXXAVT. — 
with wiſdom of heart, to work all manner of work, of Ml 9 
the engraver, and of the cunning workman, and of ws = a 

embroiderer, in blue, and in pur ple, in ſcarlet, and in [ 
fine linen, 2nd of the weaver, [even] of them. that do | 
any work, and of thoſe chat devite Fang: work. 
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Contains an account of the offerings being delivered to * work: 
ens and the laberality of the people reſtrained. 


HEN wr ought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every 

wiſe hearted man, in whom the Lory put wiſ- | 
dom and underſtanding to know how to work all man- 
ner of work for the ſervice of the ſanctuary, according 


called Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every wiſe hearted 
man, in whoſe heart the Lozp had put wiſdom, [even] 
every one whoſe heart ſtirred him up to come unto the 


offering, which the children of Iſrael had brought for 
the work of the ſervice of the ſanctuary, to make it : 
{withal.] And they br ought yet unto him free offer. 1 
ings every morning. : 
4 And all the wife men, that woanht all the work of A ' 
the ſanctuary, came every man from his work which | 


5 they made; And they ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, The | 


people bring much more than enough for the ſervice of 


6 the work, which the Loxp commanded to make, And 


Moſes gave commandment, and they cauſed it to be 
proclaimed throughout the camp, ſaying, Let neither 
man nor woman make any more work for the offering 
of the ſanctuary. So the people were reſtrained from 


bringing. For the ſtuff they had was ſufficient for all 
the work to make it, and too much, 


8 And every wile hearted man among them that 
wrought the work of the tabernacle made ten curtains. 
| [of] fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and ſcar- 
lets [with] cherubims of cunning work made he them. 

9 The 


— — 2 ty 


22 
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The length of one curtain [was] twenty and eight cu- 


bits, ſeventeen yards and deo mches, and the breadth of 


10 


11 


13 


15 


16 


17 


18 


2 3 


5 
26 


one curtain four cubits: 
fize, And he coupled the five curtains on: unto an- 
other: and [the other] five curtains he coupled one un- 
And he made loops of blue on the edge 


the curtains {were} all of one 


to another. 
of one curtain from the ſelvedge in the coupling: like- 


wiſe he made in the uttermoſt fide of [another] curtain, 
12 

one curtain, and fifty loops made he) in the edge of the 
curtain which [was] in the coupling of the ſecond : the 


in the coupling of the ſecond. F ifty loops made he in 


loops held one [curtain] to another. And he made fifty 


taches of gold, and coupled the curtains one unto an- 
other with the taches : 


14 


ſo it be came one tabernacle. 


And he made curtains [of] goats' [hair] for the 
tent over the tabernacle: eleven curtains he made them. 
The length of one curtain [was] thirty cubits, eighteen 
yards and a quarter, and four cubits [was] the breadth 
the eleven curtains [were] of one ſize, 
And he coupled five curtains by themſelves, and fix | 
curtains by themſelves. And he made fifty loops upon 
the uttermoſt edge of the curtain in the coupling, an 
fifty loops made he upon the edge of the curtain which 
coupleth the ſecond. And he made fifty taches [of] : 


_ braſs to couple the tent together, that it ok be one. ; 
19 


of one curtain: 


And he made a covering for the tent [of 


And he * boah for the tabernacle of ſhittim Os 

The length of a 

: board [was] ten cubits, and the breadth of a board one 

; cubit and a half. One board had two tenons, equally 

_ diſtant one from another: thus did he make for all the 
boards of the tabernacle. And he made boards for the 

| tabernacle; twenty boards for the ſouth ſide, fouthward : 
24 And forty ſockets of filver he made under the twenty 

boards; two ſockets under one board for his two tenons, 
and two ſockets under another board for his two tenons. 
And for the other fide of the tabernacle, [which is] to- 


ward the north corner, he made twenty boards, And 
their 


wood, ſtanding up on their ends. 


] rams” 
* ſkins dyed red, and a Sovenng. [ot ] badgers ins 
above that.. 


20 
21 
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their forty ſockets of filver ; two ſockets under one | 

27 board, and two ſockets under another board. And for 
the fide of the tabernacle weſtward he made fix boards, 


28 And two boards made he for the corners of the taber. 
29 nacle in the two ſides. And they were coupled be- 


i neath, and coupled together at the head thereof, to 

= one ring: thus he did to both of them i in both the cor- M 5 
= Z3o ners. And there were eight boards; and their ſockets 
= [were] ſixteen ſockets of Klver, under every board two 16 
4 -* facketsc-- 
1 31 And he made 141. 'of ſhittim wood; five for the 7 
0 9 boards of the one ſide of the tabernacle, And five bars 
i; for the boards of the other fide of the tabernacle, and 1 
0 | five bars for the boards of tke tabernacle for the ſides | 
1 . 33 weſtward. And he made the middle bar to ſhoot 
KF through the boards from the one end to the other, 8 
234 And he overlaid the boards with gold, and made their 
= rings [of] gold ſto be] places for the bars, and over- | 

tl 9 laid the bars with gold. — 

35 And he made a vail for the moſt holy ye Reg (of ] vg 
_ and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen : [with] 11 
. 36 cherubims made he it of cunning work. And he made 
tthererunte four pillars [of ] ſhittim [ wood, ] and overlaid 1 
* =. een With gold: their hooks [were of] gold; and he i 
f caſt for them four ſockets of filver. _ L 
of 3 And he made an hanging for the 1 * =. 
% which divided the holy place from the court, [of ] blue, and 1 
4 purple, and ſcarlet, and fine twined linen, of needle MI. 
F 38 work; And the five pillars of it with their hooks : and | 
4 +: 255% overlaid their chapiters and their iiliets with gold: = = 
3 but their five ſockets Fe: of 1 braſs, . 55 


_—_—— 
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3 Contains a ; deſcription of theark of the mercy ſeat and the dhern- 
ome) z the table; the candleftick ; and the altar of incenſe. 


ND Bezaleel made the ark [of ] ſhittim wood : 
"4 7 two cubits and a half [was] the length of it, and 

— cubit and a half the nn of it, and a cubit and 7 _ 
Ss on nd 


_ . v 


| ww EEG I} . 
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2 half the height of it : And he overlaid it with pure 20 
within and without, and made a crown of gold to it 
] round about. And he caſt for it four rings of gold, [ta 


be {et} by the four corners of it; even two rings upon 
the one fe of it, and two rings upon the other fide of 


4 it And he made ſtaves [of] ſhittim wood, and over- 


1 laid them with gold. And he put the ſtaves into the 
rings by the ſides of the ark, to bear the ark. 


6 And he made the mercy ſeat [of] pure gold: two 
cubits and a half [was] the length thereof, and one Cu= 
7 bit and a half the breadth thereof. And he made two _ 
cherubims [of ] gold, beaten out of one piece made he 
8 them, on the two ends of the mercy ſeat; One cherub 


on the end on this ſide, and another cherub on the 
other] end on that fide: out of the mercy ſeat made 


9 he the cherubims on the two ends thereof. And the 


cherubims ſpread out [their] wings on high, [and] co- 


vered with their wings over the mercy feat, with their 
faces one to another; [even] to the mercy ſeat-ward 
were the faces of the cherubims, _ 
to And he made the table [of] ſhittim wood ; two cu- 
bits [was] the length thereof, and a cubit the breadth _ 
11 thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof: And 
be overlaid it with pure gold, and made thereunto a 
12 crown of gold round about. Alſo he made thereunto a 
border of an hand breadth round about; and made a 
13 crown of gold for the border thereof round about. And 
he caſt for it four rings of gold, and put the rings upon 
the four corners that [were] in the four feet thereof. 
14 ; Ovengainit the border were the rings, the places for 


15 the ſtaves to bear the table. And he made the ſtaves 
[of] ſhittim wood, and overlaid them with gold, to 


16 bear the table. And he made the veſſels which [were]! 
upon the table, his diſhes, and his ſpoons, and his 


bouls, and his covers to cover withal, [of] pure gold. 


| 17 And he made the candleſtick [of ] pure gold : of _ 55 
beaten work made he the candleſtick; his ſhaft, and his 
branch, his bowls, his knops, and his flowers, were of 
18 the ſame: And fix branches going out of the ſides 
cheteof; three branches of the candleſticl. « out of the 
one 
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one ſide thereof, and three branches of the candleſtick 


19 out of the other fide thereof : Three bowls made after 


the faſhion of almonds in one branch, a knop and a 
flower; and three bowls made like almonds i In another 
branch, a knop and a flower: ſo throughout the fix 


20 branches going out of the candleſtick. And in the can. 


dleſtick [were] four bows made like almonds, his knops, 


21 and his flowers: And a knop under two branches of the 


fame, and a knop under two branches of the fame, and a 
knop under two branches of the ſame, according to the 


22 fix branches going out of it. Their knops and their 


branches were of the fame: all of it [was] one beaten 


23 work [of] pure gold. And he made his ſeven 55 


and his ſnuffers, and his ſnuff diſhes, [of] pure gold. 


: 24 [Of] a talent of pure gold made he it, and all the 


veſſels thereof. 

25 And he made the incenſe altar [of ] ſhittim cd; 

the length of it [was] a cubit, and the breadth of it a 
cubit; lit was] fourſquare ; , and two cubits [was] the 


25 height of it; the horns thereof were of the ſame. And 


he overlaid it with pure gold, [both] the top of it, and 
the ſides thereof round about, and the horns of 1 it: alſo 


= 27 he made unto it a crown of gold round about. And 


he made two rings of gold for it under the crown ther e 
of, by the two corners ; of it, upon the two ſides there- 


28 of, to be places for the ſtaves to bear it withal. And 


he made the ſtaves [of] ſnittim wood, and overlaid 
them with gold. 


5 29 And he made the holy anointing ail, ad * pure 


incenſe of ſweet ſpices, according to che Work of the 
e aus 5 
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5 Contains an account of the ater of burnt 3 ; the laver of - 


braſs; the court; and the ſum of the offering. 
T0 ND he made the altar of burnt offering of] ſhit- 


tim wood: five cubits [was] the length thereof, 


2 five cubits the breadth Thercaf, li was] 8 
and 


10 
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2 and three cubits the height thereof. And he made the 


horns thereof on the four corners of it; the horns there- 


he made all the veſlels of the altar, the pots, and the 


6 of braſs, [to be] places for the ſtaves. And he made 
the ſtaves [of] ſhittim wood, and overlaid them with 


ow with boards. 


it [of ] braſs, of the looking glaſſes of [the women] 


—— gation,” 


nd 9. And 85 made the court: on the ſouth fide futhward 
the hangings of the court [were of] fine twined linen, 
oy 10 an hundred cubits, about ſixty one yards: Their pillars 
[were] twenty, and their brazen ſockets twenty; the _ 
| hooks of the pillars and their fillets [were of] filver. 
of 11 And for the north fide [the hangings were] an hundred 
7 5 cubits, their pillars [were] twenty, and their ſockets of _ 
braſs twenty; the hooks of the pillars and their fillees 
"4 [of] filver. And for the weſt fide [were] hangings of 
fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their ſockets ten; the 
13 hooks of the pillars and their fillets [of ] filver. And 
14 for the eaſt ſide eaſtward fifty cubits. The hangings 8 
the one ſide [of the gate were fifteen cubits; their pilœ 
15 lars three, and their ſockets three. And for the other 
fide of the court gate, on this hand and that hand, 
/ BD [vere] hangings of fifteen cubits their pillars three, 
16 and their ſockets three. All the hangings of the court 
17 round about [were] of fine twined linen. And the 
ſockets for the pillars [were of] braſs; the hooks of the 
Pillars and their fillets [of] ſilyer; ; and the overlay- | 
] 5 Vor ng h — 1 | a 


; of were of the ſame: and he overlaid it with braſs, And 


ſhovels, and the baſons, [and] the fleſh hooks, and 
the fire pans : all the veſſels thereof made he [of] braſs. 

4 And he made for the altar a brazen grate of net work 
under the compaſs thereof beneath unto the midſt of 
5 it. And he caft four rings for the four ends of the grate 


7 braſs. And he put the ſtaves into the rings on the ſides 
of the altar, to bear it withal; he made the altar hol- 4 


8 And he made the laver [of] braſs, and the foot of 


(which were all made of poliſhed braſs) aſſembling, which LED 
. aſſembled [at] the door of the e of the congre- 
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9 üble o the hangings of the court. And their pillars 


e the ſum If the tabernacle? ſeven] of the | 
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5 upward, for fix hundred thouſand and three thouſand 
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ing of their chapiters [of ] Glove; ; and all the Pillars of 
the court [were | filleted with filver, 


18 And the hanging for the gate of the court [was] 


needle work, [of] blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and 
fine twined linen: and twenty cubits [was] the length, 
and the height in the breadth [was] five cubits, anſwer- 


[were] four, and their ſockets [of] braſs four; their 
books (of] filver, and the overlaying of their chap! - 
20 ters and their fillets (of] ſilver. And all the pins of 


the tabernacle, and of thee ourt round about, [were | 
of]  brals.. 


tabernacle of teſtimony, as it was counted, according 
to the commandment of Moſes, [for] the ſervice of the 
Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, fon to Aaron the 


22 prieſt, And Bezaleel the ſon of Uri, the fon of Hur, 


of the tribe of Judah, made all that the Lorp com- 


23 manded Moſes. And with him [was] Aholiab, ſon of 


y Ahifamach, of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a 
cunning workman, and an embroiderer 1 in blue, and in 


24 purple, and in ſcarlet, and in fine linen. All the gold 


that was occupied Ps the work in all the work of the 
holy place,] even the gold of the offering, was twenty 
and nine talents, and ſeven hundred and thirty ſbekels. 


25 after the ſnekel of the ſanctuary.” And the filver of 


them that were numbered of the congregation [was] 
555 hundred talents, and a thouſand ſeven hundred and 
5 threeſcore and fifteen ſhekels, after the ſhekel of the 


8 206 ſanctuary:?* A bekah for every man, [that is,] half a | 


| ſhekel, after the ſhekel of the ſanctuary, for every one 
that went to be numbered, from twenty years old and 


e and | 
n T he particulars of - the 3 and the holy things belong. 


ing to it; which were taken, as it were in an inventory, by | 
| Ithamar at the commandment of Moſes, and delivered into the 


cuſtody of, the Levites, that nothing might be loſt. 
„ Which amounted to one hundred fifty nine thouſand. one | 


hundred and ſeven pounds, five ſhillings of our money. 


That is, thirty four thouſand four hundred Ivy one pounds. 


four ſhillings, and two panes halfpenny. 
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'7 and five hundred and fifty [men.] And of the hundred 
talents of filver, were caſt the ſockets of the ſanctuary, 
and the ſockets of the vail; an hundred ſockets of the 
28 hundred talents, a talent fox: a ſocket. And of the 
_ thouſand ſeven hundred ſeventy and five [| ſhekels] he 
made hooks for the pillars and overlaid their chapiters, 
19 and filleted them. And the braſs of the offering [was]! 
ſeventy talents, and two thouſand and four hundred 
zo ſhekels. “ And therewith he made the ſockets to the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
brazen altar, and the brazen prate for it, and all the 
21 veſſels of the altar, And the ſockets of the court round 
about, and the ſockets of the court gate, and all the 
pins of the tabernacle, and all the pins of the court 
: round about, 


5 4 . . 


8 H A P. AI. 


Contains « an account of the cloths of fervice ; : the bs hob gar ments 5 
the ephod , the breaſtplate; and the robe of the Pod. 


ND of the blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, they 


f place,] and made the holy garments for Aaron; as 
5 Lord commanded Moſes. 
And he made the ephod [of] gold, blue and pur- 
1 and ſcarlet, and 1. twined linen. And they did 
beat the gold into thin plates, and cut [it into] wires, 


to work [it] in the blue, and in the purple, and in the 1 


ſcarlet, and in the fine linen, [with] cunning work. 


4 They made ſhoulder pieces for it, to couple lit] 5 


together: by the two edges was it coupled together. 


5 And the curious girdle of his ephod, that [was] upon 
it, [was] of the ſame, according to the work thereof; 


[of ] gold, blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, and fine 
6 twined-linen 3 as the Lord commanded Moſes. And 
eld wrought ny: ſtones incloſed in ouches of gold, 

5 graven 


4 WER is in Weight Ar thonfand- fix hundred. thirty. ſeven | 
pounds and a half, avoirdupois. 1 | 


made cloths of ſervice, to do ſervice in the holy 95 
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7 


of the ephod, [that they ſhould be] ſtones for a 
manded Moſes. 


the length thereof, and a ſpan the breadth thereof, 
[bein g1 doubled. And they ſet in it four rows of 


like the work of the ephod; [of ] gold, blue, and pur- 
” 


EXODUS XX. 

graven, as ſignets are graven, with the names of the 
children of Iſrael, And he put them on the ſhoulders 
memorial to the children of Ifrael; 3 as the Logp com- 


And he made the br eaſtplate rot ] cunning worth, 


ple, and ſcarlet, and 175 twined linen. It was four- 
ſquare ; they made the breaſtplate double: a ſpan [was] 


None [the fiſt] row [was] a fardius, a topaz, and a 
carbuncle: this [was] the firſt row. And the ſecond 


row, an emerald, a ſapphire, and a diamond. And the 
third row, a ligure, an agate, and an amethyſt, And 27 
the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jaſper : [they W 28 


were] incloſed in ouches of gold in their incloſings. And 


the ſtones [were] according to the names of the child. 2: 


ren of [frac], twelve, according to their names, [like] 


the engravings of a ſignet, every one with his name, MW 
according to the twelve tribes. And they made upon 30 
the breaſtplate chains at the ends, [of] wreathen work 
[of] pure gold. And they made two ouches [of is 21 
gold, and two gold rings, and put the two rings in 3 


the two ends of the breaftplate. And they put the two 


wreathen chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of 
18 the breaſtplate. And the two ends of the two wreathen 
chains they faſtened in the two ouches, and put them 
they made two rings of gold, and put [them] on the 
to ends of the breaſtplate, upon the border of it, which 
280 
to [other] golden rings, and put them on the two ſides 
of the ephod underneath, toward the forepart of it, 
—  overagainſt the [other] coupling thereof, above the 
1 


breaſtplate by his rings unto the rings of the ephod 


on the ſhoulder pieces of the ephod, before it. And 


[was] on the fide of the ephod inward. And they made 


curious girdle of the ephod. And they did bind the 


with a lace of blue, that it might be above the curious 


 Lirdle of the ephod, and that the breaſtplate might not 


hs 
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be looſed from the ephod as the Logp commanded 
_ Moſes. 


22 And he made the 50 be of the ephod [of] woven 
23 work, all [of] blue. And [there was] an hole in the 


midſt of the robe, as the hole of an habergeon, [with] 


a band round about the hole, that it ſhould not rend. 


24 And they made upon the hems of the robe pomegranates 
| [of] blue, and purple, and ſcarlet, [and] twined [linen. ] 


25 And they made bells [of] pure gold, and put the bells : 


between the pomegranates upon the hem of the robe, 


26 round about between the pomegranates; A bell anda 
, "rs, a bell and a pomegranate, round about 


the hem of the robe to miniſter {1n3] as the Lozp 
commanded Moſes. 


27 And they made coats [of ] fine linen” [of ] woven 


28 work for Aaron and for his ſons, And a mitre [of] 
fine linen, and goodly bonnets [of] fine linen, and 
29 linen breeches [of ] fine twined linen, And a girdle 


| [of ] fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and ſcar- 

let, of] needle work; as the Loxp commanded Moſes, _ 
30 And they made the plate of the holy crown [of ] pure 

old, and wrote upon it a writing, [like to] the en 
gravings of a ſignet, HOLINESS TO THE..---:- 
31 LORD. And they tied unto it a lace of blue, to 
faſten [it] on. high upon the mitre; as 5 the Logp com- 


manded Moſes. 


32 Thus was all the work a FEY 3 of the tent 1 . 
the congregation finiſhed : and the children of Iſrael did 
5 according to all that the Logo commanded Moſes, = 
33 did they, And they brought the tabernacle unto Moſes, : 
the tent, and all his furniture, his taches, his boards, 
3+ his bars, and his pillars, and his ſockets, And the 8 5 5 
covering of rams' ſkins dyed red, and the covering f 
35 badgers? ſkins, and the vail of the covering, The ark 
of the teſtimony, and the ſtaves thereof, and the mercy _ 
26 ſeat, The table, [and] all the veſſels 3 and the = 
37 Ro bread, The pure candleitick, [with] the lamps 1 
thereof, [even with] the lamps to be ſet in order, and 
38. all the veſſels thereof, and the oil for light, And the 
golden altar, and the anointing oil, and the ſweet in- 
. e eenſe, 
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39 cenſe, and the hanging for the tabernacle door, Thel 
braꝛzen altar, and his grate of braſs, his ſtaves, and all 
4⁰ his veſſels, the laver and his foot, The hanging of the 

court, his pillars, and his ſockets, and the ha „ging 


for the court gate, his cords, and his pins, and all 
veſſels of the ſervice of the tabernacle, for the tente of 


1 the congregation, The cloths of ſervice to do ſervice i in 
the holy ¶ place,] and the holy garments for Aaron tlie 
prieſt, and his ſons garments, to miniſter in the prieſbs 


office. According to all that the Logy commanded 


5 Moſes, ſo the children of Iſrael made all the wort, 
> And Moſes did look upon all the work, and, bel: oy 


they had done it as the Lon b had comme nded, even 0 
had they done it: and Moſes bleſſed them: 4 Ge 
miniſter, he pron nounced a bl: ing in ts name, boih en 1 
People, for their liberal contributions, and on the WI fer 
" on chair care e ond 5 55 9 
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CHAP. XL, 


Cont tains an account of the tabernacle being cee to be 
reared, and anvinies, and Aaron and his fons to be os 


A the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, C On 
the firſt day of the firſt month ſhalt thou ſet " 
2 the tabernacle of the tent of be congregation. And 


thou ſhalt put therein the ark of the teſtimony, ard | 


cover the ark wi ith the vail, hang the vail be,. Gore the. Erb. 
And thou ſhalt bring in the table, and ſet in order ih! 


things that are to be ſet in order upon it, the pete trees; 
and thou ſhalt bring in the candleſtick, and light the 


lamps thereof. And thou ſhalt ſet the altar of gots tor 


| the incenſe before the ark of the teſtimony, and put the 


6 hanging of the door to the tabernacle. An d thou ſhalt 


ſet the altar of the burnt offering before the door of 


7 the tabernacle of the tent of the congregation. And 


: thou ſhalt ſet the laver between the ten; of the Cong! E- 


8 gation and the altar, and ſhalt put water therein. Aud 
thou ſhalt ſet up the court round about, and hang up 
the ranging at the court gate. 


9 And 


1 


bread in order upon it before the LORD; as the [LORD 
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"And thou ſhalt take the anointing Oil, ind anoint the 


| tabernacle, and all that ſis] therein, and ſhalt hallow it, 


and all the veſſels thereof: and it ſhall be holy, And 


thou ſhalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and all 


his veſſels, and ſ- mnctify the altar; and it ſhall be an 
altar moſt holy. And thou malt anoint the laver and 
his foot, and ſanctify it. 


And thou ſhalt bring Aaron © and his ſons unto rake 


door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and waſh 
them with water. And thou ſhalt put upon Aaron the 
holy garments, and anoint him, and ſanctify him; that 
14 he may miniſter unto me in the prieſt's office. And 
thou ſhalt bring his ſons, and clothe them with coats: 
5 And thou ſhalt anoint them, as thou didſt anoint their 
father, that they may miniſter unto me in the pricſt's 
office : for their anointing ſhall ſurely be an eve N | 


prieſthood throughout their generations.“ 
Thus did Moſes : according to all that the Logp 


17 commanded him, ſo did he. And it came to pals in 
the firſt month in the ſecond year, on the firſt [day] 
of the month, [that] the tabernacle was reared up. And 
Moſes ——_— up the tabernacle, and faſtened His ſoek - 
ets, and ſet up the boards thereof, and put in the bars 

19 


abroad the tent over the tabernacle, the ctir tains of goats 


thereof, and reared up his pillars. And he ſpread | 


air, and put the covering of the tent above upon it, 


_ both that of roms ſcins, and badgers ſkins; as the Logp 
20 
35 the ark, and ſet the taves on the ark, and put the 


commanded Moſes, And he took and put che teſtimony 


mercy ſeat above upon the ark: And he brought the 


ark into the tabernacle, and ſet 5 the vail of the co- 


22 
dhe tent of the congregation, upon the fide of the taber- 


vering, and covered the ark of the teſtimony as the 
Lokp commanded Moſes. And he put the table in 


nacle northward, without the vail. And he ſet the 


F 


r A ſign or ſeal that their prieſthood mould continue as long as 


i chats polity inould laſt; and this unction mould be ſuflicient for 
all ſucceeding prie ts, thar they ſhould not need to be anointed 


again, except the high prieſt. 


460 EXODUS. 8 
24 had commanded Moſes. And he put the candleſtick in 
the tent of the congregation, overagainſt the table, on 

1 23 the fide of the tabernacle ſouthward. And he lighted 
the lamps before the Loxb, as the LORD commanded 

26 Moſes. And he put the golden altar in the tent of the 
27 congregation, before the vail : And he burnt fiveet in. 
28 cenſe thereon ; as the Loxb commanded Moſes. And he 
29 ſet up the hanging [at] the door of the tabernacle. And 


n 


42 
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V he put the altar of burnt offering [by] the door of the 

1 tabernacle of the tent of the congregation, and offered 

i} upon it the burnt offering and the meat offering; as c 
{i 30 the Loxp commanded Moſes. And he ſet the laver - 
oy between the tent of the congregation and the altar, and a 
{| 31 put water there, to waſh [withal. ] And Moſes and Auron 15 
1 F and his ſons waſhed their hands and their feet thereat: M * 
. 32 When they went into the tent of the congregation, and 5 
oy when they came near unto the altar, they waſhed ; as MW 
FH 33 the LORD commanded Moſes. And he reared up the b 


court round about the tabernacle and the altar, and 
ſet up the hanging of the court en SO Moſes finiſhed 
the work, 
34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation ; ; 
lat cloud mentioned in ch. xiii. 21, 22. miraculouſly removed | 
kither, as a teſtimony of God's preſence and approbation 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, where); 
5 ed took poſſeſſion of it, (ſee ch. XXV. 8, 1 Kings viii. 10, 
35 12, Ezek, Xi. 4, 3, 7. and Rev. xxi. 11.) And Moſes 
was not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, 
"if | becauſe the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the 
36 Lord filled the tabernacle. And when the cloud was 
; taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Iſ- 
9 37 rael went onward in all their j journeys: But if the cloud 
| ere not taken up, then they journeyed not till the day 
38 that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD [was] 
upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, 
in the fight of all the houſe of Iſrael, throughout all 
their journeys. 
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| The Third Book of MOSES, called, | 
LEVITICUS. 


he 

nd | . 

: INTRODUCTION. 

0 

8 7 2 18 Book being chiefly enplenid 1 in deſeribing the ſuifue | 

od and ſervices of the laber nacle, to be performed by RAR | 

* 3 as he is called, Exod. iv. 14. and by his ſons, who 

e alone had the office of prieſthood, in the tribe of: Levi, it is 

3 therefore termed, both by the Greek and Latin tranſlators, 

s WM Leviticus: and that part of the Jewiſh religion which 1 1s 

= I” remonial, is fl denominated the Levitical Law. T-. 

5 „ CHAPTER L 

= þ Contains an account of the burnt offerings if the hord, , of the 4 

- flocks, and of the fowls, 

4 1 ND the Loxp called unto Moſes, and oaks 

3 . unto him out of the tabernacle of the congre- 

y = B gation, ſaying, Speak unto the children of 

„ Itlrael, and ſay unto them, If any man of you bring an 

s MW - offering unto the Loxp, ye ſhall bring your offering jo 

, TS the cattle, ſeven] of the herd, and of the flock. 1 

- 1 5 3 If 

5 + Theſe ceremonial ſervices are reducible. to the e e 8 

” I. Sacrifices of ſeveral kinds. Theſe, tho* but external ordinan- 

| ces of poſitive inſtitution, yet had a relation to ſpiritual worſhip, 

7 and pointed out ſeveral moral duties; while the whole was a 

| typical ſcheme, and a fit introduction to the more perfect diſ= 
penſation of the Meſliah, by whom both they and we were to 

ö receive our full atonement and acceptance with Gd. 

2 Purifications from various kinds of legal uncleanneſs. Which, 


| tho” they cannot be denied to have been a troubleſome branch of: 
the Jewiſh religion, and one of thoſe circumſtances which de- 
nominated it an elementary piety, aad a yoke which neither they 
nor their fathers were well able to bear, they were not how- 
ever intended to terminate in mere ritual obſervance, they were 
| molt 
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"Y- If his offering [be] a burnt ſacrifice of the herd, let 
him offer a male without blemiſh : he ſhall offer it of | 
his own voluntary will at the door of the tabernacle of 

4 the congregation before the Lord. And he ſhall put 
his hand upon the head of the burnt offering; and it 
ſhall be accepted for him to make atonement for him, 


5 And he ſhall Kal the bullock before the LoRD, by the 


hands 


, mo apt Sanifications of "ward and ſubfianiial holineſs ; ſuch a: 
reverence towards God, and purity of heart and life. | 


2. The folemn feſtivals. The obſervance whereof was fo f.1 
from being a needleſs inſtitution, that they appear to have been 


exceeding proper for preſerving the whole nation in the practice 


of true, and from the corruptions of ſalſe, religion. They were 


_ thankful commemorations of ſignal national mercies, and by their 


conſtant attendance on theſe joyful ſolemnities, at ſo many amp 
times of the year, and at the cne fixed place of national worthip, 
they went through thoſe courſes of divine ſervice, and ſuch att 


of kindneſs, generofit y, and charity to each other, as tended to 


confirm them in the true religion, and in the love of that happy 
conſtitution. 


As to the civil and e laws here e they cannot 


but ſeem, to any realonable man, to be far the beſt body of 
rules that are to be found on the records of any nation: 25 
making the ſureſt proviſion for the honour of magiſtracy and 


government, and for ſecuring the rights and properties of the 


people, and not only ſo, but for advancing that benevolence and 


mutual love, as well as common juſt tice to each "mw; which are 
the ſtrongeſt cements of ſociety. 
The hiſtorical parts of this Book are e few, but very ingruclire; 


chiefly for creating in men a juſt veneration for all perſons and 
ä things conſecrated to the ſervice of God. 


© This introduction, which is continued. in the above note, 


is taken from a Critical and Practical Expoſition of the Penta— 
teuch, by JPAuESON; a work but little known, tho' exceeding 
valuable. The Editor could ealily have enriched this volume with : 
a variety of uſeful and curious notes from this excellent writer, 
but was fearful of ſwelling the publication, and defeating the end 
deſigned, which was a Short and Plain Expolition for the uſe of 


F amilies, 


2 There were five forts: of facrificns +: parat rin ch. 1. meat 


offerings, ch. 2, peace offerings, & z. ſin offerings, ch. 4. and 
treſpals offerings, ch. v. 19. Kc. The burnt offering was the firſt 
and principal, wherewith God was ſerved every day by the child- 
ren of Iſrael, (Num. XXxVIiii. 3.) ſo called, becauſe it was ail 


burnt, v. 8, 9, 13. except che fin, (ch. vii. 8.) ee of all 
other ſacrifices only Part was barnt. | 


LEVETTEUS 463 


1 5 bande of the prieſts or Levites ; and the prieſts, Aaron's 

ſons, ſhail bring the blood, and ſprinkle the blood round 
about upon the altar that [is by] the door oe the 
tabernacle of the Congregation. 


ing made by fire, of a ſweet favour unto the Logp. 


5 11 ſhall bring it a male without blemiſh. And he ſhall 
0 Fill it on the fide of the altar northward before the 
! Loxp: and the prieſts, Aaron's fons, ſhall ſprinkle his 
; 12 blood round about upon the altar: And he ſhall cut it 
R into his pieces, with his head and his fat: and the prieſt 
. ſhall lay them in order on the wood that [is] on the fire 


13 which [is] upon the altar: But he ſhall waſh the in- 
wards and the legs with water: and the prieſt ſhall _ 
bring [it] all, and burn [it] upon the altar: it [is] a 

| burnt ſacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a We 


ſavour unto the LORD. 


14 And if the burnt ſacrifice for his offering to the ; 

Lon [be] of fowls, then he ſhall bring his offering of 

I® turtledoves, or of young pigeons. "And the prieſt all 1 5 
bring it unto the altar, and wring off his head, and 

i Born [it] on the altar; and the blood thereof ſhall by 

16 wrung out at the fide of the altar: And he ſhall pluck 


away his crop with his feathers,» and caſt it beſide the 


on the altar, upon the wood that [1s] upon the fire : 


{weet t ſayour unto the Log! D. 


And he ſhal] Bay the burnt offering, and cut it into 

7 his pieces. And the fons of Aaron the prieſt ſhall put 
fire upon the altar, and lay the wood in order upon the 
fire. And the prieſts, Aaron's ſons, ſhall lay the parts, 
the head, and the fat, in order upon the wood that is]! 
on the fre which [15] upon the altar. But his inwards. 
and his legs ſhall he waſh in water: and the prieſt ſhall 


burn all on the altar, [to be] a burnt ſacrifice, an offer- 


ir 10 And if his offering [be] of the flocks, namely, of 
the ſheep, or of the goats, for a burnt ſacrifice; he 


17 altar on the eaſt part, by the place of the aſnes: And 
he ſhall cleave it with the wings thereof, but] ſhall 
not divide [it] aſunder : and the prieſt ſhall burn it 1 . 


[is] a burnt ſacrifice, an offering made * are of. a 
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» LEYTTICUS It 


CHAP; 11. 


Contains an account of the meat offering of flour with oil and 


incenſe; of the firſt Fruits in the ear; and the alt of the 


meat e. 


; 1 


ND when any will offer a meat owing unto the 
Los, à diſtinct offering of itſelf, and not Joined 


_ with others, as ſome meat offerings were, (Num. Xv. 4.) 


3 


his offering ſhall be [of] fine flour; and he ſhall pour 


2 oil upon it, and put frankincenſe thereon: And he 


ſnall bring it to Aaron's ſons, the prieſts: and he, 4e 
prieft to whom he brings it, ſhall take thereout his hand- 
ful of the flour thereof, and of the oil thereof, with all 


the frankincenſe thereof; and the prieſt ſhall burn the 


memorial of it upon the altar, {to be] an offering made 
by fire, of a ſweet favour unto the Lorp: And the 
remnant of the meat offering [ſhall be] Aaron's and his 
ſons, for their maintenance, (Num. xvili. 9, 10.) to le 


eaten in the ſanfluary, (cli. vi. 16.) [it is] a thing moſt 


holy of the offerings of the Logp made by fire. 


0 Wen 


thereof, and ſhall burn [it] upon the altar: 


IO 


And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offering 
baken in the oven, {it ſhall be] unleavened cakes of 
fine flour mingled with oil, or unleavened wafers e 5 


ed with oil. 


And if thy oblation be] a meat b [baken] i in 


a pan, it ſhall be [of] fine flour unleavened, mingled 
with oil. 


Thou ſhalt part it in Pieces, and Pour oil 
thereon: : it [15] a meat offering. 
And if thy oblation [be] a meat offering been] in 
the frying pan, it ſhall be made [of] fine flour with oil. 


And thou ſhalt bring the meat offering that is made of : 
theſe things unto the Loxp: 


and when it is preſented | 
unto the prieſt, he ſhall bring it unto the altar. And 


the prieſt ſhall take from the meat offering a memorial 
[it is] an 
offering made by fire, of a ſweet favour unto the LORD. 
And that which is left of the meat offering [ſhall be} 
Aaron's and his ſons“: [it is] a thing moſt holy of the 


es of the Lonp made by fire. 


11 NO 


: 


Contains an account of the peace offeri ing of the herd, ond of the = 


7 * 
/ 


2 the Loxp. And he ſhall lay his hand upon the head of 
his offering, and kill it [at] the door of the tabernacle | 
of the congregation: 7he burnt offering was killed near the 


11 


No meat offering, which ye ſhall bring unto the 
Lonp, which is offered of free will, ſhall be made with 
leaven; (in other offerings it might be uſed, ch. vii. 13. 
XX11l, 17.) for ye ſhall burn no leaven, nor any honey, 

in any offering of the Lord made by fire. 

As for the oblation of the firſt fruits, ye ſhall offer 
* unto the Logrp : but they ſnall not be burnt on 
the altar for a ſweet favour. 


13 And every oblation of thy meat offering FIR thou 


ſeaſon with ſalt; neither ſhalt thou ſuffer the {alt of the 
covenant of thy Gotl to be lacking from thy meat 

; offering : with all thine offerings thou ſhalt offer falt. 
14 And if thou offer a meat offering of thy firſt fruits 


unto the Log, a free will offering, beſides That was en- 


Joined, chi xxii. 29. thou ſhalt offer for the meat offering 
of thy firſt fruits, green ears of corn dried by the fire, 


15 [even] corn beaten out of full ears. And thou ſhalt put 


dil upon it, and lay frankincenſe thereon : it [is] a meat 


16 offering. And the prieſt ſhall burn the memorial of it, 
[part] of the beaten corn thereof, and [part] of the oil. 
thereof, with all the frankincenſe thercof: lit is] an 


5 offering made by fire unto the LORD. 


CHAP. Il 


Hache. 


N D if bis oblation [he] A nee Of peace offe- 


ing, if he offer it] of the herd; whether [it be] 
a male or female, he ſhall offer it without blemiſh before 


altar, ( ch. i. 1 1.) 5 this was not /o fo, part of it being 


eaten © 


* > Theſe were offered TIS to lets ſome bleling which they I 
_ wanted, or by way of thankſgiving for ſome mercy received; and 
ſometimes when men in their troubles prayed to God for peace 


and deliverance, Fudges xx. 26. xxi. 4. 1 Chron, xxi. 26. 
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eaten by the offerer, whereas the other was eaten 5 the prięſts 
only : and Aaron's ſons, the prieſts, ſhall ſprinkle. the 


3 blood upon the altar round about. And he ſhall offer 


of the ſacrifice of the peace offering an offering made 
by fire unto the Lok; the fat that covereth the 
inwards, and all the fat that [is] upon the inwards, 
4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that [is] on them, 


which [is] by the flanks, and the caul above the 
liver, with. he kidneys, it ſhall he take away. And 


Aaron's ſons ſhall burn it on the altar upon the burnt 
facrifice, which [is] upon the wood that [is] on the fire: 


[it is] an offering made by 0 of a ſweet favour unto 
the LoR Dp. 


And if his offering for a cacrifice of peace offering 


unto the Logp [be] of the flock; male or female, he 


ſhall offer it without blemiſh. If he offer a lamb for 
his offering, then ſhall he offer it before the LoR p. 
And he ſhall lay his hand upon the head of his offer- 


ing, and kill it before the tabernacle of the congrega- 


tion: and Aaron's ſons ſhall ſprinkle the blood thereof 
round about upon the altar. And he ſhall offer of the 
ſacrifice of the peace offering an offering made by fire 
_ unto the Lok; the fat ther eof, and] the whole rump, 
it ſhall he take off hard by the back bone; and the fat 
that covereth the ee S 3g and all the fat that [is] upon 
the inwards, And the two kidneys, and the fat that 


| [is] upon them, which [is] by the flanks, and the cau] 


above the liver, with the kidneys, it ſhall he take . 


And the prieſt ſhall burn it upon the altar: [it is] the 


food of the offering made by fire unto the Lonp, hat 


which the fire was to eat up and conſume. 


And it his offering be] a goat, then he mall offer it 


before the Loxp. And he ſhall lay his hand upon the 
head of it, and kill it before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation: and the ſons of Aaron ſhall ſprinkle the 

blood thereof upon the altar round about. And he 


| ſhall offer thereof his offering, [even] an offering made 


by fire unto the Lorp; the fat that covereth the in- 


wards, and all the fat that [is] upon the inwards, And 
the two kidneys, and the tat that is] upon them, which 


K 


16 


17 


( 
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[is] by the flanks, and the cul above the liver, with 
16 the kidneys, it ſhall he take away. And the prieſt 
ſhall burn them upon the altar: [it is] the food of the 
offering made by fire for a ſweet favour : all the fat 

[is] the Lorp's, reſerved as God's portion to be burnt upon 
. the altar, (>. iv. 8— 10. xvit. 6. Deut. XXXIi. 38. and 
1 Sam. ii. 13, 16.) 

[It ſhall be] a perpetual ſtatute for your generations 
e all your dwellings, chat ye eat neither fat 
nor blood. 


——— — 


CH A „ 


Contains an account of the fin offering of 19197 "ance, for the 
a the congregation, the ruler, or for the People. 


ND the LoRD ſpal de unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, If a foul ſhall 


ſin through ignorance againſt any of the commandments 


of the Logzp [concerning things] which ought not to 
be done, and ſhall do againſt any of them: 5 

3 If the prieſt that is "anointed do fin 3 to 
the fin of the people; then let him bring for his ſin, 
which he hath ſinned, a young bullock without blemiſn 


4 unto the Lok for a ſin offering. And he ſhall bring 


the bullock unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 


gregation before the LoRD; and ſhall lay his hand up- 


on the bullock's head, and kill the bullock before the 


5 Lorn. And the prieſt that is anointed ſhall take of 


the bullock's blood, and bring it to the tabernacle of 


6 the congregation. And the prieſt ſhall dip his finger 


in the blood, and ſprinkle of the blood ſeven times 


before the 3 before the vail of the ſanctuary. 
7 And the prieſt ſhall put [ſome] of the blood upon the 


huorns of the altar of ſweet incenſe before the Lozd, 
which [is] in the tabernacle of the congregation ; and 


ſhall pour all the blood of the bullock at the bottom of 


the altar of the burnt offering, which [is at] the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. And he ſhall 
On = 55 take 


468 L EV ITC U-S;-IV:; 
take off from it all the fat of the bullock for the fin 
offering ; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the 

9 fat that [is] upon the inwards, And the two kidneys, 22 
and the fat that [is] upon them, which [1s] by the 
flanks, and the caul above the liver, with the kidneys, 


10 it ſhall he take away, As it was taken off from the 23 
bullock of the ſacrifice of peace offerings : and the prieſt MI. 
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4 | ſhall burn them upon the altar of the burnt offering, 

þ 11 And the ſkin of the bullock, and all his fleſh, with his 2 

1 head, and with his legs, and his inwards, and his 

5 12 dung, Even the whole bullock ſhall he carry forth 
Woithout the camp unto a clean place, where the aſhes 25 


o 1 
S 5 o , _ * —— £ 
1 TE. * 2 n n *. om WS Dee? * 
. FEE — — 


1 are poured out, and burn him on the wood with fire: 
9 1 wWjhere the aſhes are poured out ſhall he be burnt. 
102 13 And if the whole congregation of Iſrael fin through 2( 
[50'S | ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the 
1 aſſembly, (as in chap. v. 2, 3, 4.) and they have done 
1 [ſomewhat againſt] any of the commandments of the 
10 5 Loo [concerning things] which ſhould not be done, 
14 and are guilty: When the fin, which they have ſinned 
3 NE againſt it, is known, then the congregation ſhall offer 25 
mW A young bullock for the ſin, and bring him before the 
4 15 tabernacle of the congregation. And the elders of the 
= congregation ſhall lay their hands upon the head of the Ii 2 
= bullock before the Loxp: and the bullock ſhall be 
= 7 16 killed before the Loxp. And the prieſt that is anoint- 
8 cd ſhall bring of the bullock's blood to the tabernacle 
8 17 of the congregation : And the prieſt ſhall dip his finger 
Ml ſin ſome] of the blood, and ſprinkle [it] ſeven times be- 
17 1 8 fore the Log, [even] before the vail. And he ſhall put 
nl PS ſome] of the blood upon the horns of the altar which 
f 1 > | [is] before the Los, that [is] in the tabernacle of thc 


congregation, and ſhall pour out all the blood at the bot- 
tom of the altar of the burnt offering, which [is at] the 

19 door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And he ſhall 
take all his fat from him, and burn ſit] upon the altar. 
20 And he ſhall do with the bullock as he did with the 
bullock for a fin offering, ſo ſhall he do with this: and the 

_ prieſt ſhall make an atonement for them, and it ſhall be 

21 forgiven them, And he ſhall. carry forth the bullock 
without 
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without the camp, and burn him as he burned the firſt 
bullock : it [is] a fin offering for the congregation. 

22 When a ruler hath ſinned, and done ſomewhat) 
through i ignorance | againit] any of the commandments 
of the Loxp his God [concerning things] which 

23 ſhould not be done, and is guilty ; Or if his fin, where. 
in he hath ſinned, come to his knowledge; he ſhall 
bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a male without 

24 blemiſh : And he ſhall lay his hand upon the head of 
the goat, and kill it in the place where they kill the 
burnt offering before the Lozp: it [is] a fin offering. 

25 And the prieſt ſhall take of the blood of the fin offering 
with his finger, and put [it] upon the horns of the 

| altar of burnt offering, and ſhall pour out his blood 

h 20 at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering. And he 


ne ſhall burn all his fat upon the altar, as the fat of the 

1e ſacrifice of peace offerings: and the prieſt ſhall make 
can atonement for him as concerning his fin, and it ſhall | 

„ be forgiven him, as 10 all eccls "oy * ee or civil 5 

d puniſhments, = 

er MW 27 And if any one of: the common people fin through ö 

Ie Ignorance, while he doeth [ſomewhat againſt] any of 

ie the commandments of the Lorp [concerning things! 

e 28 which ought not to be done, and be guilty; Or if his 

e fin, which he hath ſinned, come to his knowledge: 
then he ſhall bring his offering, a kid of the goats, a 

le female without blemiſh, for his fin which he hath ſin- 

r 29 ned. And he ſhall lay his hand upon the head of the 

7 ſin offering, and lay the fin offering in the place of the 

it 30 burnt offering. And the prieſt ſhall take of the blood 

n thereof with his finger, and put [it] upon the horns of 

- WM the altar of burnt offering, and ſhall pour out all he 
b 31 blood thereof at the bottom of the altar. And he ſhall | 
e take away all the fat thereof, as the fat is taken away 
from off the facrifice of peace offerings z and the prieft 

. ſhall burn [it] upon the altar for a {weet ſavour unto 
the Loan; and the prieſt ſhall make an atonement for 
32 him, and it ſhall be forgiven him. And if he bring a 

. lamb for a ſin offering, he ſhall bring it a female with- 

4 3 3 out blemiſh. And he ſhall lay his hand upon the head 
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the fin offering, and ſlay it for a fin offering ! in the! 
34 place where they kill the burnt offering. And the prieſt] 

| ſhall take of the blood of the fin offering with his finger, 

and put [it] upon the horns of the altar of burnt” of- 
” fring, and ſhall pour out all the blood thereof at the 
RE 35 bottom of the altar: And he ſhall take away all the | 
fiat thereof, as the fat of the lamb is taken away from | 

the ſacrifice of the peace offerings ; and the prieſt ſhall | 

burn them upon the altar, according to the offerings 

made by fire unto the Lox D: and the prieſt ſhall make | 


an atonement for his fin that he hath committed. and ö 
it ſhall be forgiven him. WE 
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CHAP. v. 


of the treſpaſs offering of one that fi aneth in concealing 11 his 
ledge; in touching an unclean thing; or in making an oath; of 


le . offering in ſacrilege, and in fins of ignorance. 


1 N D if a ſoul ſin, and hear the voice of ſwearing, 
„ and Lis! a witneſs, whether he hath ſeen or 
. [of it;] if he do not utter it, ] then he ſhall 
2 bear his iniquity. Or if a ſoul touch any unclean thing, 

whether [it be] a carcaſe of an unclean beaſt, or a car- 
| Caſe of unclean cattle, or the carcaſe of unclean creep- 
ing things, and [if] it be hidden from him; he alſo 
3 ſhall be eſteemed unclean, and ceremonially guilty. Or if 
he touch the uncleanneſs of man, whatſoever unclean- 
neſs [it be] that a man ſhall be defiled withal, and it be 
hid from him; when he knoweth [of it,] then he ſhall 
4 be guilty. Or if a ſoul ſwear raſhly and unadviſed!y. = 
pronouncing with [his] lips to do evil, or to do good, 14 
wWhatſoever [it be] that a man ſhall pronounce with an x; 
oath, and it be hid from him, that what he ſwears to do 
das or would be impoſſible or unlawful; when he knoweth 
(of it, ] then he ſhall be guilty in one of theſe, in ſwear- 
5 ing raſhly to do either good or evil. And it ſhall be, when 
he ſhall be guilty in one of theſe ¶ things, ] that he ſhall W i« 
confeſs before the Lord, in the Place of PE 1 
5 etl 
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6 that he hath ſinned in that [thing :] And he ſhall bring 


his treſpaſs offering unto the Log p for his fin which 
he hath ſinned, a female from the flock, a lamb or a 


| kid of the goats, for a fin offering; and the prieſt ſhall 


Walks an atonement for him concerning his ſin. 


C | 
e | 7 And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he ſhall 8 
1] | bring for his treſpaſs, which he hath committed, two 
_ turtledoves, or two young pigeons, unto the Lond ; 
done for a fin offering, and the other for a burnt offer- 
$ ing. And he ſhall bring them unto the prieſt, who 
' ſhall offer {that} which [Is] for the ſin offering firſt, 
and wring off his head from his neck, but ſhall not 
9 divide [it] aſunder: And he ſhall ſprinkle of the blood 
of the fin offering upon the ſide of the altar; and the 


reſt of the blood ſhall be wrung out at the bottom of the 


10 altar: it [is] a fin offering. And he ſhall offer the ſe. 
cond [for] a burnt offering, according to the manner: 
and the prieſt ſhall make an atonement for him for his 
| fin which he hath ſinned, and it ſhall be forgiven him, 
It But if he be not able to bring two turtledoves, or 


two young pigeons z then he that ſinned ſhall bring 


for his offering the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour 
for a fin offering; he ſhall put no oil upon it, neither 
ſhall he put [any] frankincenſe thereon : for it £5] a 
i2 fin offering. Then ſhall he bring it to the prie 
the prieſt ſhall take his handful of it, [even] a me- 
morial thereof, and burn [it] on the altar, according i” 
to the offerings made by fire unto the Logp: it [is] a 
13 ſin offering. And the prieſt ſnall make an atonement 985 
for him as touching his ſin that he hath ſinned in one 
of theſe, and it ſhall be forgiven him : and [the rem- e 


nant] ſhall be the prieſt's, as a meat offerit 


_— — 
14 i5 And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, Bot aying, 11 3 
ſoul commit a treſpaſs, and ſin through ignorance, in 
the holy things of the Logp; then he ſhall bring for 
his treſpaſs unto the Lord a ram without blemiſh out 
of the flocks, with thy eſtimation by ſhekels of filver, 
after the ſhekel of the ſanctuary, for a treſpaſs offering; 
16 And he ſhall make amends for the harm that he * 


done 1 in the holy thing, and ſhall add the fifth par 


„„ thereto 


and 
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thereto, and give it unto the prieſt : and the prieſt ſhall hin 
make an atonement for him with the ram of the treſpaſs for 
boOffering, and it ſhall be forgiven him. the 
* Ant! if a ſoul ſin, and commit any of theſe things 8 9. 
which are forbidden to be done by the commandments ma 
pot the Lonp; though he wiſt [it] not, yet is he guilty, iſ th: 
18 and ſhall SIR his iniquity. And he ſhall bring a ram of 
without blemiſh out of the flock, with thy eſtimation, ſl ing 
for a treſpaſs offering, unto the prieſt : and the prieſt} 10 K. 
ſhall make an atonement for him concerning his igno- lir 
trance wherein he erred and wiſt [it] not, and it ſhall be th 
19 forgiven him. It [is] a treſpaſs offering: he hath cer. of 
. tainly e * „% 0 
| . | of 
—— 9 ; — . 0 
c H A p. VI. „ p 

* the eſpaſs offering for fins done kauf y Y ond the wy 
Mering at the conſecration of a prieſt. 13 U 
1 A ND the Loy ſpake unto Moſes, faying, If a 14 
2 ſoul fin, and commit a treſpaſs againſt the LORD 0 
and lie unto his neighbour 1 in that which was delivered MI ; 5 4 
him to keep, or in fellowſhip, or in a thing taken 1 
1 away by violence, or hath deceived his neighbour; Or 1 
have found that which was loſt, and lieth concerning it, WM 1 
and ſweareth falſely, in any of all theſe that a man doeth, Ml 16 + 
4 finning therein; Then ſhall it be, becauſe he hath fin- M 
ned, and is guilty, that he ſhall reſtore that which he WM 
"200k violently away, or the thing which he hath deceit- WM 
fully gotten, or that which was delivered to him to keep, 17 


2 8 or the loſt thing which he found, Or all that about 
which he hath ſworn falſely; he ſhall even reſtore it in 
the principal, and ſhall add the fifth part more thereto, 18 
land] give it unto him to whom it appertaineth, in the 5 
AY day of his treſpaſs offering, or, in the day of his being found 
oy 6 guilty, And he ſhall bring his treſpaſs offering unto 
the Lob, a ram without blemiſh out of the flock, 
with thy eſtimation, for a treſpaſs offering, unto the 
ak 7 Prieſt : And the prieſt ſhall make an nnn 
him 


therein, 


89 And the Log ſpake unto Moſes, ili ; Com- 


mand Aaron and his ſons, ſaying, This [is] the law of 
the burnt offering: It [is] the burnt offering, becauſe 
of the burning upon the altar all night unto the morn- 

Ing, and the fire of the altar ſhall be burning in it. - 
10 And the prieſt ſhall put on his linen garment, and his 


linen breeches ſhall he put upon his fleſh, and take up 


the aſhes which the fire hath conſumed with the burnt 

offering on the altar, and he ſhall put them beſide the 
11 altar. And he ſhall put off his garments, and put on 
other garments, and carry forth the aſhes without the 
12 camp unto a clean place. And the fire upon the altar 


| ſhall be burning in it; it ſhall not be put out : and the 


* ſhall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the 
burnt offering in order upon it; and he ſhall burn there- 
13 on the fat of the peace offerings. | The fire ſhall ever 


be burning upon the altar; it ſhall never go out. 


14 And this [is] the law of the meat offering : ie Ens 
of Aaron ſhall offer it before the Lord, before the altar. 
] 5 And he ſhall take of it his handful, of the flour of the 


meat offering, and of the oil thereof. and all the frank- 


| Incenſe which [is] upon the meat offering, and ſhall 

burn [it] upon the altar [for] a ſweet favour, [even] 
i the memorial of it, unto the Lox p. And the remainder | 

thereof ſhall Aaron and his ſons eat: with unleavened 

| bread ſhall it be eaten in the holy place; ; in the court 
of the tabernacle of the congregation they ſhall eat it. 
7 It ſhall not be baken with leaven. I have given it [unta 

them for] their portion of my offerings made by fire; 

it [is] moſt holy, as [is] the fin offering, and as the 
18 treſpaſs offering. All the males among the children 
of Aaron ſhall eat of it, [It ſhall be] a Ratute for ever 
in your generations concerning the offerings of the 
Lord made by fire: every one that toucheth them ſhall _ 

be holy; rather, every thing, (v. 27, 28.) as knife, ſpoon, 

Ec. that touches them, Kal not be Love in common 


wes 
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him before the Lonp: and it ſhall be forgiven him 
for any thing of all that he Bath done 1 in etpatiing ; 
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19 20 And the Lokp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, This 
lis] the offering of Aaron and of his ſons, which they 
| ſhall offer unto the Loxp in the day when he is anoint. 
ed, as they come to be conſecrated high prieſts ſucceſſively 
| the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meat of. 
fering perpetual, whenſoever any of them ſhall be ſo anzint- 

dd, half of it in the morning, and half thereof at night, 

— In a pan it ſhall be made with oil; [and when it is] 
baken, thou ſhalt bring it in: [and] the baken pieces of 
the meat offering ſhalt thou offer [for] a ſweet ſavour 
: 22 unto the Loxp, And the prieſt of his ſons that is 
aanodinted in his ſtead ſhall offer it: [it is] a ſtatute for | 
25 ever unto the Loxp; it ſhall be wholly burnt. For 
every meat offering for the prick ſhall be wholly burnt: 

it ſhall not be eaten. 
24 25 And the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes, faying, Speak 
unto Aaron and to his ſons, ſaying, This'[is] the law 
of the fin offering : In the place where the burnt offer- 
ing is killed ſhall the fin offering be killed before the 
26 Lond: it [is] moſt holy. The prieſt that offereth it 
or fin ſhall eat it: in the holy place ſhall it be eaten, in 
5 27 the court of the tabernacle of the congregation. W hat- 
ſoever ſhall touch the fleſh thereof ſhall be holy: and 
when there is ſprinkled of the blood thereof upon any 
garment, thou ſhalt waſh that whereon it was ſprinkled 
28 in the holy place. But the earthen veſſel wherein it is 
ſeodden ſhall be broken: and if it be ſodden in a brazen 
209 pot, it ſhall be both ſcoured, and rinſed in water. All 
the males among the prieſts ſhall eat thereof: it [is] 
230 moſt holy. And no fin offering, whereof [any] of the 
blood is 3 into the tabernacle of the congrega · 
tion to reconcile [withal] in the holy [place] that be 
5 eaten: it ſnall be Dura in the me: 
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CHAP. VII. 


of the law of the treſpaſs offering, and of the peace offerings; 
n. fat and the blood are forbidden lo be eaten. 


1 LIKE 


V. 


15 
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1 ] IKEWISE this [is] the law of the treſpaſs 


22 


inwards, And the two kidneys, and the fat that [is] 


on them, which [is] by the flanks, and the caul [that 


is] above the liver, with the kidneys, it ſhall he take 
away: And the prieſt ſhall burn them upon the altar 
[for] an offering made by fire unto the Log : it [is] 
a treſpaſs offering. Every male among the 3 
ſhall eat thereof; it ſhall be eaten in the holy place: it 
lis] moſt holy. As the fin offering [is,] ſo [is] the 
treſpaſs offering: [there is] one law for them: the prieſt _ 
that maketh atonement therewith ſhall have it. J And 
the prieſt that offereth any man's burnt offering, [even] 
the prieſt ſhall have to himſelf the ſkin of the burnt 
offering which he hath offered. And all the meat 
offering that is baken in the oven, (except that part re- 
ſerved by God, chap. 11. 2, 9.) and all that is dreſſed in 


the trying pan, and in the pan, ſhall be the prieſt's 


11 
22 1 


that oftcreth it. And every meat offering, mingled 
Vith dil, and ery, ſhall all the ſons of Aaron have, one 
[as much] as another, 11 a be equalh divided n all 5 
Ait Preefts. ; | 
And this [is] the law of the ſacrifice of peace 1 : 
ings, nich he ſhall offer unto the Logp. If he offer 
tit cor 4 thankſgiving, then he ſhall offer with the facri- 
_ tice of thankſgiving unleavened cakes mingled with 
dil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil, and cakes 
13 mu gied with oil, of fine flour, fried. Beſides the 
Cakes, he ſhall offer [for] his offering leavened bread 
with the ſacrifice of thankſgiving of his peace offerings. 
14 And of it he ſhall offer one out of the whole oblation 
ttor] an heave offering unto the Logp, [and] it thall _ 
be the prieſt's that ſprinkleth the blood of the peace 
offerings. And the fleſh of the ſacrifice of his peace 
_ offerings for thankſgiving ſhall be eaten the ſame 
day that it is offered; he ſhall not leave any of it until 
5 * „ the 


| offering : it [is] moſt holy. In the place where 
they kill the burnt offering ſhall they kill the treſpaſs 
offering : and the blood thereof ſhall he ſprinkle round 

about upon the altar. And he ſhall offer of it all the 
fat thereof; the rump, and the fat that covereth the 
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16 the morning. But if the ſacrifice of his offering [be] a 


vow, offered in performance of a vow, or a voluntar 
offering, by way of thankfulne/s for ſome mercy received, it 
ſhall be eaten the ſame day that he offereth his facrifice: 
and on the morrow alſo the remainder of it ſhall be 
17 eaten: But the remainder of the fleſh of the ſacrifice 
on the third day ſhall be burnt with fire, /e/ft it ſhould 
. 18 putriſy. And if [any] of the fieſh of the ſacrifice of his 
peace offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it ſhall 
not be accepted, neither ſhall it be imputed unto him 
that offereth it, as an acceptable ſervice to God, but accounts 
ed as if it kid not been offered at all; it ſhall be an 

abomination, and the ſoul that eateth of it, ſhall bear 
19 the puniſhment of his iniquity. And the fleſh of the peace 


offerings that toucheth any unclean [thing] ſhall not 


be eaten; it ſhall be burnt with fire: and as for the 


fleſh which abides clean, and. is * to be eaten, all that be 
dlean ſhall eat thereof. 


20 But the ſoul that eateth [of ] the fleſh of the 15 150 


= of peace offerings, that [pertain]-unto the Lozp, hav- 
ing his uncleanneſs upon him, even that ſoul ſhall be 
21 cut off from his people. (See Gen. xiti. 14.) Moreover 


the ſoul that ſhall touch any unclean [thing, as] the 


uncleanneſs of man, or [any] unclean beaſt, or any 


F abominable unclean [thing,] and eat of the fleſn of che 
ſacrifice of peace offerings, which [pertain] unto the 


Lon, even that ſoul ſhall be cut off from his people. 


22 23 And the Lox» ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
Aunto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, Ye ſhall eat no man- 

po 24 ner of fat, of ox, or of ſheep, or of goat. And the fat 
of the beaſt that dieth of itſelf, and the fat of that which 
zs torn with beaſts, may be uſed i in any other uſe : but 
ENS 2 5 5 e ſhall in no wiſe eat of it. For whoſoever eateth the 
be of the beaſt, of which men offer an offering made by 


fire unto the Lozy, even the ſoul that eateth [it] ſhall 


26 be cut off from his people. Moreover ye ſhall eat no 
manner of blood, [whether it be] of fowl or of beaſt, in 


27 any of your dwellings. Whatſoever ſoul [it be] that 


eateth any manner of blood, even that foul ſhall be cut 


off from his N 


28 And 
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28 29 And the Loxb ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, He that offereth the 
ſacrifice of his peace offerings unto the Lorp, that por- 
tion which was given out of his peace offerings, ſhall bring 
his oblation 70 zhe tabernacle unto the Lokp of the ſa- 
o crifice ot his peace offerings. His own hands ſhall bring 
8 the offerings of the Loxp made by fire, the fat with the 


breaſt, it ſhall he bring, that the breaſt may be waved _ 


3r [for] a wave offering before the Lond. And the Prien 
ſhall burn the fat upon the altar: but the breaſt ſhall! 

32 be Aaron's and his ſons'. And the right ſhoulder ſhall _ 

ye give unto the prieſt [for] an heave offering of the 

33 ſacrifices of your peace offerings. He among the ſons of 

Aaron, that offereth the blood of the peace offerings, 

and the fat, ſhall have the right ſhoulder for [his] 


part. For the wave breaſt and the heave ſhoulder hjaave 


1 taken of the children of Iſrael from off the ſacrifices 


of their peace offerings, and have given them unto 


Aaron the prieſt and unto his ſons by a ſtatute for 
35 e 
Portion] of the anointing of Aaron, or, which he had by 

reaſon of his anointing, and of the anointing of his "ag 1 5 


ever from among the children of Iſrael. This 


[1s the 


out of the offerings of the Loxp made by fire, in the 


day [when] he preſented them to miniſter unto the 


Logp in the prieſt's office, from that day forward for 


ever; Which the LoRD commanded to be given them 
of the children of Iſrael, in the day that he anointed 


them, [by] a ſtatute for ever throughout their gene- : 


oy ations. 


This lis] the hs of Ihe brains offering, of the meat 


a orig. and of the fin offering, and of the treſpaſs 
offering, and of the conſecrations, and of the ſacrifice | 
of the peace offerings; Which the Loxp commanded 
| Moſes in mount Sinai, in the day that he commanded 
the children of Iſrael to offer their oblations unto the 5 


oy Lonp, in the wilderneſs of Sinai. . 


We have here an account of Moſes aka Aaron and hi; 


478 LEVITICUS. vin. 


CHAP. VIII. 


ons; their gin offering ; their burnt offering; the ram of 
” Korn ; and the place and time of their conſecration. 


ND the Lonxp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Take 
Aaron and his ſons with him, and the garments, 


and the anointing oil, and a bullock for the fin offer- 
ing, and two rams, and a baſket of unleavened bread ; 


1 


aſſembly was gathered together unto the door of the 
5 tabernacle of the congregation, And Moſes ſaid unto 
the congregation, This lis] the thing which the Loy. 
commanded to be done. And Moſes braught Aaron 
and his ſons, and waſhed them with water. And he 
put on him the coat, and girded him with the gir- 
dle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod 
upon him, and he girded him with the curious girdle 
of the ephod, and bound [i t] unto him therewith, _ 
And he put the breaſtplate upon him: alſo he put in the 
breaſtplate the Urim and the Thummim, And he put 
the mitre upon his head; alſo upon the mitre, ſeven] 
upon his forefront, did Sx put the golden plate, the holy 
crown; as the Loxd commanded Moſes. And Moſes 
took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle | 
11 and all that [was] therein, and ſanctified them, And 
| he ſprinkled thereof upon the altar ſeven times, and 
| __ anointed the altar and all his veſſels, both the laver 
12 and his foot, to ſanctify them. And he poured of the 
anointing oil upon Aaron's head, and anointed him, to 
ſanctify him. And Moſes brought Aaron's ſons, and 
put coats upon them, and girded them with girdles, 
and put bonnets upon them; as the Loxb commanded . 


. 


85 


And gather thou all the congregation together unto 
4 the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. And 


Moſes did as the LORD commanded him; and the 


| Moſes. 


14 


15 


And he brought the bullock for the fin offering : = 
Aaron and his fons laid their hands upon the head of 
the bullock for the fin — And he flew it;] and 


Nager : 


16 


E 7 
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Moſes took the blood, and put [it] upon the horns of 


the altar round about with his finger, and purified the 


altar, and poured the blood at the bottom of the altar, 
16 and ſanctified it, to make reconciliation upon it. And 
he took all the fat that [was] upon the inwards, and 
the caul [above] the liver, and the two kidneys, and 
7 their fat, and Moſes burned [it] upon the altar. But 
the bullock, and his hide, his fleſh, and his dung, he 
burnt with fire without the campz as the LorD com- 


manded Moſes. 


18 And he brought the ram for the karnt ding: and 
Aaron and his ſons laid their hands upon the head of 
19 the ram. And he killed [it;] and Moſes ſprinkled the 
20 blood upon the altar round about. And he cut the 
ram into pieces; and Moſes burnt the head, and the 
0 21 pieces, and the fat. And he waſhed the inwards and 
: the legs in water; and Moſes burnt the whole ram up- 
on the altar: it [was] a burnt ſacrifice for a ſweet ſavour, 
* an offering made by fire unto the Lozp as the | 


3 commanded Moſes. 


And he brought the other ram, the ram of cr 1 
gp 2 and Aaron and his ſons laid their hands upon the 
. 23 head of the ram. And he ſlew [itz] and Moſes took _ 
of the blood of it, and put [it] upon the tip of Aaron's | 
right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, 
24 and upon the great toe of his right foot. And he 
brought Aaron's ſons, and Moſes put of the blood 
- upon the tip of their right ear, and upon the thumbs _ 
of their right hands, and upon the great toes of their 
right feet: and Moſes ſprinkled the blood upon the 


25 altar round about. And he took the fat, and the rump, 


aanad all the fat that [was] upon the inwards, and the 

ccaul [aboye] the liyer, and the two kidneys, and their _ 

26 fat, and the right ſhoulder : And out of the baſket of 

___unleavened bread, that [was] before the Log, he took 
one unleavened cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and 

one wafer, and put [them] on the fat, and upon the 

27 right ſhoulder : And he put all upon Aaron's e 


and upon his ſons' hands, and waved them [for 


28 wave offering before the Lokbo. And Moſes took _ 


from 
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from off their hands, and burnt [them] on the altar 
upon the burnt offering: they [were] conſecrations for 

a ſweet favour: it [is] an offering made by fire unte 
29 the Loxp, And Moſes took the breaſt, and waved it 
[for] a wave offering before the Loxp : [for] of the 
ram of conſecration ic was Moſes” Part; as the Lono 
commanded Moſes. 
30 And Moſes took of the anointing oil, and of the 
blood which [was] upon the altar, and ſprinkled [it] 
upon Aaron, [and] upon his garments, and upon his 
ſons, and upon his ſons? garments, with him; and ſanc- 


tified Aaron, [and] his garments, and his ſons, and his 
| ſons? garments with him. 


31 And Moſes faid unto Aaron and to his ſons, Boil 


the fleſh [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation: and there eat it with the bread that [1s] in the 

| baſket of conſecrations, as I commanded, ſaying, Aaron 
32 and his ſons ſhall eat it. And that which remaineth of 
the fleſh and of the bread, ſhall ye burn with fire. 


i 33 And ye ſhall not go out of the door of the tabernacle _ 


of the congregation [in] ſeven days, until the days of 
your conſecration be at an end: for ſeven days ſhall he 


34 conſecrate you. As he hath done this day, [ſo] the 


Lord hath commanded to do, to make an atonement 


35 for you. Therefore ſhall ye abide [at] the door of the 


tabernacle of the congregation day and night ſeven 
days, and keep the charge of the Lok, that ye die 


not: for ſo I am commanded. 


36 So Aaron and his ſons did all things which the 5 


Load commanded ae the hand of Moſes. 


CHAP IX. 


Contains an account of Aaron's fin offering and n offering 


for himſelf and the people; the people bleſſed ; 4am 1 the „„ 


2 heaven conſuming the burnt offering. 


ND it came to paſs on the eighth day, rehat] 5 
Moſes called Aaron and his ſons, and the elders 
2 of Iſrael; And he ſaid unto Aaron, Take thee a young 


calf - 
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calf for a ſin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering, 
without blemiſh, and offer [them] before the Lozp, 70 

3 make atonement for thyſelf and the people, (v. 7.) And unto 

the children of Iſrael thou ſhalt ſpeak, ſaying, Take ye 
a kid of the goats for a fin offering; and a calf and 

a lamb, [both] of the firſt year, without blemiſh, for 
4 4 burnt offering for the people; (v. 15.) Alſo a bullock. | 

and a ram for peace offerings, to ſacrifice before the 
Lokp: and a meat offering mingled with oil: for to 

day the Lox will appear unto you, in a glorious manner, 

5 (v. 6, 24.) And they brought [that] which Moſes 

| commanded before the tabernacle of the congregation : 

and all the congregation drew near and ſtood before the 

Lob, at the door of the tabernacle, where the glory of the 
6 Lord appeared. And Moſes faid, This [is] the thing fe 
which the Logp commanded that ye ſhould do: and _ 
the glory of the Lokb, he glorious manifeſtation of God's | 


Powerful and gracious Preſence, (o. 24.) ſhall appear unto ö % N 

7 you. And Moſes ſaid unto en Go unto the altar, 
and offer thy ſin offering, and thy burnt offering, and _ 
make an atonement for thyſelf, and for the people: and I 
offer the offering of the people, and make an atone- |? 
ment for them; as the Logy commanded. h, 


8 Aaron thavebore went unto the altar, and flew the 
9 calf of the fin offering, which [was] for himſelf. And 
the ſons of Aaron brought the blood unto him: and 
he dipped his finger in the blood, and put [it] upon the 
ho rns of the altar, and poured out the blood at the bot. 

10 tom of the altar: But the fat, and the kidneys, and 
the caul above the liver of the fin offering, he burnt. 
11 upon the altar; as the Loxp commanded Moſes, And 

the fleſh and the hide he burnt with fire without the 

12 camp. And he ſlew the burnt offering; and Aaron's | 

„ preſented unto him the blood, which he ſprinkled 
13 round about upon the altar. And they preſented the 
| burnt offering unto him, with the pieces thereof, and 

14 the head: and he burnt [them] upon the altar. And 

he did waſh the inwards and the legs, and burnt them] 

15 upon the burnt offering on the altar. And he brought 
ttuhe people's offering, and took the goat, which [was] 

dhe 
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the ſin offering for the people, and flew it, and offered 
it for fin, as the firſt. And he brought the burnt offer. 


ing, and offered it according to the manner, or ordinance. 
And he brought the meat offering, and took an hand- 


ful thereof and burnt lit] upon the altar, beſides the 


burnt ſacrifice of the morning. He flew alſo the bullock 


and the ram [for] a facrifice of peace offerings, which 


' [was] for the people: and Aaron's ſons preſented unto 


19 
20 


31 


him the blood, which he ſprinkled upon the altar round 


about. And the fat of the bullock and of the ram, the 


rump, and that which covereth [the inwards,] and the 
kidneys, and the caul above] the liver: And they put 


the fat upon the breaſts, and he burnt the fat upon the 


altar: And the breaſts and the right ſhoulder Aaron 


waved [for] a wave offering before the Lox ; as Moſes 


commanded. And Aaron lifted up his hand wid the 


people, and bleſſed them; he prayed to God for his bleſſing 


upon them, and particularl for his gracious acceptance of | 
_ theſe and all ſucceeding ſacrifices; and came down from 
offering of the ſin offering, and the burnt offering, and 
peace offerings. And Moſes and Aaron went into the 
_ tabernacle of the congregation, and came out, and 


bleſſed the people a ſecond time: and the glory af the 


23 


ing out of the cloudy pillar, (as Exodus xvi. 10.) appeared 7 


Logo, an extraordinary ſplendour, or brightneſs, appear- 


- --pnto all the people, which was a token of God's gracious 


24 


acceptance of them and their ſervices, And there came a 
fire, which was to be carefully kept, and not ſuffered to be 
extinguiſhed, out from before the Lonn, from the holy of 
Jolies, and conſumed upon the altar the burnt offering 
and the fat, in token of his approbation of the prieſthood 
now inſtituted, and the ſacrifices now offered ; [which] when 
all the people ſaw, they ſhouted and fell on their faces, 


wondering at, rejoicing in, and bleffing God for this extraor- 


dinary and gracious diſcovery 7 jp, and his favour : 
therein. See Gen. Xvii. „ 


n 
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This is the next hiſtorical chapter to Exodus xxxiv. Afrer the 
tabernacle was raiſed, and Aaron and his ſons conſecrated, he 
offered a ſin offering and a burnt offering for himſelf and the 
People: when this was finiſhed, he bleſſed the people in the nome 
/ God, and fire came down in token of God's acceptance of the 
prieſthood and the ſacrifices. Upon this, the people ſhouted with 
aſtoniſhment and joy, and fell on their faces to worſhip God, 
7 hen e the melancholy ſtory before us. 


N D Nadab and Abihu, the wo eldeſt ſons of 
Aaron, who had been with him in the mount, and 
5 the glory of the Lord, took either of them his cenſer, 
or chafing diſh, and put fire therein, and put incenſe 
thereon, and offered ſtrange fire before the Logo, other 
than what was on the altar, which was ſent from heaven, 
2 (ch. ix. 24.) which he commanded them not. And 
there went out fire from the Lok, from the ſandtuary, 
or altar of burnt offering, and devoured them, fruck them 
with ſudden death, for neither their bodies nor clothes were 
conſumed, and they died before the Lorp ; an awful _ 
3 providence, deſigned as a warning to others. Then Moſes 
faid unto Aaron, This [is it] that the Logo ſpake, _— 
ſaying, I will be ſanctified in them that come nigh me, 1195 
bie reverenced, and not macked, or trifled with, (ſee Exodus 
Kix. 22.) and before all the people I will be glorified, 
have the glory of my ſovereignty acknowledged, by an exatt 
conformity to my laws. And Aaron held his peace, iu 
4 humble ſubmiſſion to this awful providence. And Moſes 
called Miſhael and Elzaphan, the ſons of Uzziel the _ 
uncle of Aaron, and ſaid unto them, Come near, carry 
vour brethren from before the ſanctuary out of the camp, 
5 to the uſual place of burying, So they went near, and 
carried them 1 in their coats out of the camp; as Moſes | 
| 5 + e 
« There might be ſome particular prohibition of this, tho! 
is not come down to us. But probably this was not all, for it 
is generally ſuppoſed that the young men were intoxicated with 
pride or liquor, or both, and ventured into the holy place at a 


time not appointed, and both together; whereas one prick alone 
was to burn incenſe on the golden altar. | | 
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had ſaid ; in their conſecrated garments, but which, being 


now polluted by touching a dead body, muſt be worn no more, | 
A jad, inſtructive, and affecting fight to the whole camp! 


And Moſes ſaid unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and 


_ unto Ithamar, his ſons, Uncover not your heads, neither 
rend your clothes; put not off your priefily dreſs, nor pul 


on the habit of mourning, let not the publick ſervice be in. 


terrupted by your private alflictions; left ye die, and leſt 
wrath come upon all the people: but let your brethren 
the whole houſe of Ifrael, bewail the burning which the 
__ Lorp hath kindled; Ye them lament the diſhonour done 10 


God, and be convinced, that with him is terrible majeſty, 
And ye ſhall not go out from the door of the tabernacle 


of the congregation, leſt ye die: for the anointing oil 


of the Logp [is] upon you; you are perſons peculiarly 


conſecrated to God's ſervice, which therefore you muſt prefer 


before all funeral ſolemnities. And they did according to 


the word of Moſes; which was an eminent act of obedience, 


; 11 


2 

| os” unto Ithamar, his ſons that were left, Take the 
meat offering that remaineth of the offerings of the 
Lon p made by fire, and eat it without leaven beſide 
is] moſt holy: And ye ſhall eat 
it in the holy place, becauſe it. [is] thy due, and thy 
ſons' due, of the ſacrifices of the Logp made by fire: 
14 for ſo I am commanded. 5 And the wave breaſt and 


15 1 


po” 


© Moſes reminds them of their duty, left this affair ſhould have put 
it out of their thoughts: this judgment was not ſo to affect them, a5 to 
make them forget their meat, or neglect their duty. 


in theſe mournful circumſtances. 


9 And the Lox ſpake unto Aon; Aying, Do not 
drink wine nor ſtrong drink, thou nor thy ſons with 


thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of the congrega- 


tion, leſt ye die: [it ſhall be] a ſtatute for ever through- 
out your generations: * And that ye may put difference 
between holy and unholy, and between unclean and 
clean, which they did not; And that ye may teach the 
children of Iſrael all the ſtatutes which the Lokp hath 
ſpoken unto them by the hand of Moſes, which perſons 


enflamed with ſtrong drink are unfit to do. 
And Moſes ſpake unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar 


the altar: for it [is 


| heave 
This Ca to intimate that Nadab and Abihu was done ſo, . 1. 
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heave ſhoulder ſhall ye eat in a clean place, in any Place 


within the camp, ſo that it be free from ceremonial pollution; 


thou, and thy ſons, and thy daughters with thee : for 
[they be] thy due, and thy ſons' due, [which] are 


given out of the ſacrifices of peace offerings of the child- 
ren of Iſrael. The heave ſhoulder and the wave breaſt 
ſhall they bring with the offerings made by fire of the 
fat, to wave [it for] a wave eig . before the Loxp; 

and it ſhall be thine, and thy ſons' with thee, by a 


ſtatute for ever; as the Lorp Batz commanded. 
And Moſes, notwithſtanding his grief on this occaſion, and 
his ſympathy with Aaron and his ſons, was very exa#t in the 


: obſervance of every poſitive precept, and diligently ſought 


the goat of the ſin offering, and, behold, it was burnt ; 
thoſe parts of the goat were burnt upon the altar which they 


| ſhould have eaten themſelves, (ſee ch. vi. 26.) and he was 
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the ſons of Aaron 
17 [which were] left [alive,] ſay ing, Wheretore have ye 
not eaten the ſin offering 1 in the holy place, ſeeing it [is] 
moſt holy, and [God } hath given it to you to bear the ini- 
quity of the congregation, to make atonement for them 
before the Logp; 4 a reward for your ſervices in bearing, 


that is, expiating, the fin of the people? Behold, the blood 


of it was not brought in within the holy [place :] ye 
ſhould indeed have eaten it in the holy place: ] as I 
commanded. Thus Moſes reproved the fi 75 of Aaron gently, 
knowing how much he was already afficted 5 and not being wille 
ing to increaſes it. And Aaron faid unto ren 40 OH excuſe 
for is cond, Behold, this day have they offered their 


fin offering SY their burnt offering 8 the Lord: 


they have done the ſubſtance of the coinmand, tho" 010 circum « 
ſtance has been omitted : and ſuch things have befallen me, 
uchi a dreadful calamity, that my mis His over colielmed with 


: grief: and [if] I had eaten the fin offering to day, ſhould 


it have been accepted in the fight of the Lo ab, lien I 


could not rejoice before him, as Tam commanded in this caſe to 


F choſe ther gore to give it wholly to God, rather than ent 
| VOI. * | H h | 11 


The prieſt's eating the 15 offering of the people, A8 | 


that their fin was in ſome ſort laid upon kim; hence we may 
fee in What ſenſe Chriſt is ſaid to bear our fins. 
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20 it in theſe melancholy circumſtances. And when Moſes heard 
[that,] he was content; becauſe it was not a wilful con. 


temp ''Y God, and left he ſhould add ENT to the affliica, 
REFLECTIONS. 


1. FATE here learn with what reverence we ſhould 

0 worſhip God. This is what the Lord teaches 
us in this chapter, I will be ſanitified in them that come nig. 
me, and before all the people I will be glorified, v. 3. It is 
a leſion to Iſrael, to all its tribes, and to the church in all 
ages and generations. We ſee here that God is greatly 10 le 
feared, and to be had in reverence by all that draw nigh unto him. 
God is 0 ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 

ſpirit and in truth, Let us ſanctify him in our hearts; con- 


ſidering him as the moſt holy being, c 75 of purer eyes than 


to behold iniquity. Let us glorify him before all the people, by 

making a publick profeſſion of our faith, and encouraging 
others to do ſo. God requir es this of us; and if not done, 
he may juſtly puniſh us. Let us be careful that our wor- 


ſhip be ſuch as he requires of us; and not add to it any 


It is a juſt and 1mportant re- 
mark of Biſhop HALL, that It is a dangerous thing in 


the worſhip of God, to decline from his own inſtitutions 


of our own inventions. 


we have to do with a Being who 1s wiſe to preſcribe his own 

__ worſhip, juſt to require what he hath preſcribed, and power- 
ful to revenge what he hath not required.“ Let us keep 
_ cloſe therefore to what the Lord hath ſaid; and learn from 
this inftructive ſtory, as the apoſtle exhorts, Heb. xii. 29. 


(where he ſeems to allude to it) to ſert e God acceptably, iti 


reverence and godly fear, for our God is a conſuming fre. . 

2. How cautious ſhould chriſtian miniſters be in the 
whole of their conduct! They are peculiarly obliged, by 
their relation to God, to glorify him 
before men; to be defenders of the divine honour; to be 


careful not to err thro? raſhneſs or fancy; if they do, they 


are very unfit to ſeparate between the precious and the vile, 
and to teach men God's ſtatutes. May they all be ſober and 
5 temperate, 


alway g 


to diſplay his glory 


ſerious and conhderatsy- in ererx⸗ thing; have 
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always clear heads and clean hearts; for holineſs becomes 


God's houſe and miniſters, and his worſhippers, for ever. 
3. Let us adore the patience of God, which bears with 


the many imperfections of our ſervices. We are too ready 
to offer ſtrange fire. The heart is often far from him, and 
we are too frequently raſh in entering into his preſence, 
without due thought and attention. Yet he mercifully 
overlooks our unallowed imperfections, and pardons what 


is amiſs, Let us adore his long ſuffering and compaſſion 
toward us, but not take encouragement from thence to fin. 
4. Let us humbly reſign ourſelves to the will of God, 
maintain a reſpectful flence before him, and proſecute his 


ſervice amidſt the heavieſt affliction: ſo Aaron did. Let 


us be ſtill, and know that he is God. He hath wile ends in 


thoſe diſpenſations that ſeem moſt ſevere. We ſhould be 


dumb and not open our mouths before him, when he hath bereav- 
ed us of our children, or our friends, or when he removes 


his miniſters and ſervants, We have ſtill reaſon to ſay, It 
is the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth him good; eſpecially as 


his glory will be promoted thereby, as Moſcs here ſuggeſts. 


And let the fame principles of faith in God's providences 


and promiſes, which promote ſubmiſſion, excite us to the 


vigorous diſcharge of our duty: Moſes directs Aaron and 
his {ſons to go on with their work. Let us not ſink under 


our loſſes, for this is no proper token of regard to our de. 


parted friends; it is ungrateful to God, and unfits us for 


duty. Let us therefore guard againſt excels of ſorrow. 
Weeping muſt not hinder ſowing.“ 


5. Let us learn to be content with reatorcable as 


ſrom our inferiors, and be olad to find them leſs to blame 


than we imagined, Moſes was willing to make favourable 


allowances; as he knew God would. Let us not bear hard 


on thoſe who we think have done ill. Perhaps they may 


have ſomething to ſay that will fatisfy us, or leſſen their 


guilt. We ſhould be willing to believe and hope the bet 


of every one. 


6. Let us rejoice in the perfect prieſthood of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, This unhappy circumſtance at the opening 
of the Jewiſh prieſthood, ſhowed its imperfection. The law 


HA R 2 made 


* See Hzxar on Pſalm exxvi. 6. 
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made men prieſts, that had infirmities; but the word of the 
_ oath, which was ſince the law, maketh the Son who is con. 
ſecrated for evermore, Heb. vii. 28. In him we may re. 
joice; and cheerfully preſent our ſacrifices thro? his pure 
hands, and in humble reliance on his prevailing atone- 


ment; knowing that he always appears before the preſence 
7 of God, ande ever lives to make mere on for us, 


J 


- 8 Conſidering that all kak were given "ou food to Noah, it 


C HA P. XI. 


| This, and the four following chapters, relate only to cerems!; 


obſer Vances. 


N D the Lonp ſpake unto Moſes, and to Aaron, 


(becauſe it races Hg both to the magiſtrates and pri, oft 
70 ſee theſe laws executed,) laying unto them, Speak unto 
the children of Iſrael, faying, Theſe [are] the beaſts 
which ye ſhall eat among all the beaſts which [are] on 
the earth.“ Whatſoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven 
footed, [and] cheweth the cud, among the beaſts, that 

ſhall ye eat. Nevertheleſs theſe ſhall ye not eat of 


them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the 
hoof: [as] the camel, becauſe he cheweth the cud, but 


divideth not the hoof; he [is] unclean unto you.“ An: 
the coney,! becauſe he cheweth the cud, but divideth 
becauſe he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; 
he [is] unclean unto you. And the ſwine, though he | 


not the hoof; he [is] unclean unto you. And the hare, 


divide the hoof and be cloven footed, Rite he cheweth 


not the cud ; he [5] unclean to e Of their fleſh 


ſhall 


may be aſked, How came there to be theſe reſtrictions after · 
wards? Perhaps it was to diſcourage luxury, but principally to 
keep them a diſtin& people; becauſe thoſe beaſts were forbidden, 


which were in the higheſt eſteem among the den, and Were 
offered in ſacriſices to their gods. 


h 
* 


cud, 


k This beaſt, tho? moſt reſpected among the heathen, was held 


The camel divides the hoof at the top, hut not at the bottom. 
Or, mountain mouſe, for common rabbits do not chew the 
nor make their houſe in the rock, as Prov, xxx. 26. 


in the higheſt deteltation by the 12950 


21 


22 


20 


425 


10 
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ſhall ye not eat, and their carcaſe ſhall ye not touch; 
they [are] unclean to you. 


Theſe ſhall ye eat of all that [are] in the waters: 


whatſoever hath fins and ſcales in the waters, in the os 
and lakes, in the ſeas, and in the rivers, them ſhall 

eat. And all that have not fins and ſcales in the feos, 
and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, and of 


any living thing which [is] in the waters, they [ſhall 


11 


12 


| be] an abomination unto you: They ſhall be even an 


abomination unto you; ye ſhall not eat of their fleſh, 


but ye ſhall have their carcaſes in abomination. What- 


ſoever hath no fins nor ſcales in the waters, that { ſhall 
| be] an abomination unto you. This is repeated, as being 


lie only rule they had to judge by in this caſe, 
13 


nation among the fowls ; they ſhall not be eaten, they 


And theſe [are they which] ye ſhall have in abomi- 


[are] an abomination: the eagle, and the oſſifrage, 
the bone-breaker, a ſpecies of the eagle with a Prong 2 


14 
15 
16 
* 


18 


19 
20 
T4. 


22 


22 


24 
25 


and the oſpray, or ſea eagle, And the vulture, and the 
kite, after his kind; Every raven after his kind; 
And the owl, and the night hawk, and the cuckow, 
and the hawk after his kind, And the little owl, and 
the cormorant, and the great owl, And the fan. and 
the pelican, and the ger eagle, And the ſtork, the 
heron after her kind, and the lapwing, and the bat. : 
All fowls, 1“ ſhould be tranſlated inſets, that creep, going 
upon [all] four, [ſhall be] an abomination unto you, 
Yet theſe may ye eat of every flying creeping thing 
that goeth upon [all] four, which have legs above their 
feet, to leap withal upon the earth; [Even] theſe of 
them ye may eat; the locuſt after his kind, and the 
bald locuſt after his kind, and the beetle after his kind, 
and the graſshopper after his kind. But all [other] 
flying creeping things, which have four feet, {ſhall 


be] an abomination unto you. 


And for theſe Je ſhall be unclean : whoſvever touch- 


eth the carcaſe of them ſhall be unclean until the even. 


And whoſever beareth [aught] of the carcaſe of them 


ſhall waſh his clothes, and be unclean until the even. 


26 


4TH carcaſes] of every beaſt which dividetn che hoof, 


II 3 3 | 5 | and | 
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and is] not cloven footed, nor cheweth the cud, [are] 
unclean unto you : every one that toucheth them ſhall 
27 be unclean. And whatſoever goeth upon his paws, 92 
Huis two hands, which has forefeet divided into fingers, a; 
monkies, cats, dogs, bears, among all manner of beaſts 
that go on all] four, thoſe [are] unclean unto you: 
whoſo toucheth their carcaſe ſhall be unclean until the 
28 even. And he that beareth the carcaſe of them ſhail 
waſh his clothes, and be unclean until the even: os, 
[are] unclean unto you, 
29 Theſe alſo [ſhall be] unclean unto you among 


39 


40 


41 
the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the 0 
weaſel, and the mouſe, and the tortoiſe after his 42 
30 kind, And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the 
31 lizard; and the ſnail, and the mole. Theſe [are] 
8 unclean to you among all that creep : whoſoever doth 2 
touch them, when they be dead, ſhall be unclean 43 
32 until the even. And upon whatſoever {any Þ of, 
them, when they are dead, doth fall, it ſhall be un- 
clean; whether | it be] any veſſel of wood, or raiment, MM 
or ſkin, or ſack, whatſoever veſſel [it be,] wherein 44 
any] work is done, it muſt be put into water, and it 
ſhall be unclean until the even; fo it ſhall be cleanſed. 
33 And every earthen veſſel, whereinto [any] of them fall. 
eth, whatſoever [is] in it ſhall be unclean; and ye ſhall 
34 break it. Of all meat which may be eaten, [hat] oa i © 
which [ſuch] water cometh ſhall be unclean: and all 1 45 
drink that may be drunk in every [tuch} veſſel ſhall be 
unclean. And every [thing] whereupon [any part] of 
their carcaſe falleth ſhall be unclean ; [whether it be} 46 
oven, or ranges for pots, they {nall be broken down : fs 
[for] they [are] unclean, and ſhall be unclean unto you. 47 
36 Nevertheleſs a fountain or pit, { wherein there is] p 5 ; 
of water, ſhall be clean: but that which toucheth their 
carcaſe, the man who draws them cut, or the inſtrument which 
37 he uſes, ſhall be unclean. And if [any part] of their 
cuarcaſe fall upon any ſowing ſeed which is to be fown, 
it [ſhall be] clean, becauſe, before % Twas uſed it was 10 pas 
thro ſo many changes, that all the contamination wou!ld A 
7 38 How of. But if [any] water be put upon the ſeed, 
| 4 
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the carcaſe of it unknowingly, (for if he did it preſumptuouſly 
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the corn intended for preſent uſe, and 1 any part] of their 
carcaſe fall thereon, it [ſhall be] unclean unto you. 
And if any beaſt, of which ye may eat, die 9 f ztſelf,, or be 

ſtrangled, or torn, he that toucheth the carcaſe thereof 


ſhall be unclean until the even. And he that eateth of 


he was to be cut off, Num. xv. and xxx.) ſhall waſh his 


clothes, and be unclean until the even: he alſo that 


TY 


+ - 


43 


44 


beareth the carcaſe of it ſhall wath his clothes, and be 
unclean until the even. 


holy: neither ſhall ye defile yourſelves with any man- 
ner of creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth: 2s 


* 


J am ſeparated, oy the excellency of my nature, from al! 
other Beings, ſo jhall you, by your purity, from all other 
People. For I [am] the Loxp that bringeth you up _ 
out of the land of E gypt, to be your God: ye ſhall 


therefore be holy, for | ſam} holy. 
\oall 


2 


and between the beaſt that may be eaten and the ea? 
: that 1127 not be eaten. 5 


-H-1h 4 EET 98 © 5-0 6 


And every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, except thoſe mentioned before, v. 22, [ſhall be] 
an abomination; it ſhall not be eaten. "Whathbey er 
goeth upon the belly, and whatſoever goeth upon 
[all] four, or whatſoever hath more feet among all 
\_ creeping things that creep upon the earth, them ye. 
ſhall not eat; for they [are] an abomination. Ve ſhall 
not make yourſelves abominable with any creeping 
thing that creepeth, neither ſhall. ye make yourſelves 

unclean with them, that ye ſhould be defiled thereby, 
For I [am] the Lorp your God: ye ſhall therefore 
ſanctify yourſelves, and ye ſhall be holy; for I ſam] 


This is the law of the beaſts, and of the fow!, and ; 
of every living creature that moveth in the waters, and 
of every creature that creepeth upon the earth: To _ 
make a difference between the unclean and the Cine 7 
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CHAP. XII. 


Oo Women's purificaliono, and offerings. 


> 4 | unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, If a woman 
| have conceived ſeed, and born a man child: then { 

ſhall be unclean ſeven days ; according to the days 7 
the ſeparation for her infirmity ſhall ſhe be unclean, 
3 And in the eighth day the fleſh of his foreſkin ſhall 


= x be circumciſed, And ſhe ſhall then continue in the 


blood of her purifying three and thirty days, be/ides 14: 
| ſeven mentioned, v. 2, ſhe ſhall touch no hallowed thing, 
nor come into the ſanctuary, until the days of her 
purifying be fulfilled; but for common things, and all 
5 civil affairs, ſhe was clean after the firſt ſeven days. But 
if ſhe bear a maid child, then ſhe ſhall be unclean two 
weeks, double to that for a male, v. 2. as in her ſepara- 
tion: and ſhe ſhall continue in the blood of her Ppurity- j- 
ing threeſcore and fix days. 
6 And when the days of her Ai are | fulfilled, fo 
a2 a fon, or for a daughter, ſhe ſhall bring a lamb of the 
_ firſt year for a burnt offering, 7s expreſs her gratitude 40 
God, and implore his bleſſing on her child, and a young 
pigeon, or a turtledove for a fin offering, (or rather, ts 


cleanſe her from her ceremonial pollution, ch. xv. 20.) unto. 


the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto 


7 the prieſt: Who ſhall offer it before the. Lok, and 


make an atonement for her; and ſhe ſhall be cleanſed 


from the iſſue of her blood. This [is] the law for her 


S8 that hath born a male or a female. And if ſhe be not 
Alle to bring a lamb, then ſhe ſhall bring two turtles, or 
two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and 
the other for a fin offering : and the prieſt ſhall make 


an atonement for her, and the ſhall be clean. 


CHAT. 


ND the Log ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 


wo 


WI 


3 


12 


ſeventh day : and, behold, 


him: ] and, behold, 


the ſkin of his feſn, and 


LEVITICUS, xn. 


"© H AP. XIII. 
Oo the tokens to diſcern the Lives 
AP? the Loxb ſpake unto Moſes and Aaron, 


ſaying, When a man ſhall have in the ſkin of his fi 


fleſh a riſing, a ſcab, or bright ſpot, and it be in the 


' fcin of his fleſh [like] the plague of leproſy ; then he 
| ſhall be brought unto Aaron the prieſt, or unto one of 


his {ons the prieſts: And the prieſt ſhall look on the 


plague in the ſkin of the fleſh : and [when] tne hair in 


the plague is turned white, and the plague in fi e [be] 


deeper than the ſkin of his fleſh, it [is] a plague of 


leproſy: and the prieſt ſhall look on him, and pro 


nounce him unclean. If the bright ſpot [be] white in 
" ſkin of his fleſh, and in fight [be] not deeper than 
the ſkin, and the hair thereof be not turned white; 
then the prieſt ſhall ſhut up [him that hath] the plague 
ſeven days: And the pricft ſhall look on him the 
[if] the plague in his fight 
be at a ſtay, both in reſpef to colour and ſpreading, [and] 
the plague ſpread not in the kin; : 
ſhut him up ſeven days more : And the prieft ſhall look _ 
on him again the ſeventh day 
Plague be ſomewhat dark, and the plague ſpread not in 
the ſkin, the prieſt ſhall pronounce him clean: it ſis _ 
| but] a ſab: and he ſhall waſh his clothes, and be 
clean. But if the ſcab ſpread much abroad in the ſkin, 
after that he hath been ſcen of the prieſt for his cleanfing, _ 
he ſhall be ſeen of the prieſt again: and [if] the prieſt 
ſee that, behold, the ſcab ſpreadeth in the ſkin, then _ 
: the prieſt ſhall pronounce him unclean : it [is]a leproſy. | 
When the plague of leproſy 1 is in a man, then he ſhall _ 
5 brought unto the Prieſt; And the prieft ſhall ſee”. 
if] the riſing [be] white in the _ 
kin, and it Ja ave turned the hair whi te, and [there be] 
* 


quick raw fleſh in the riſing; It [is] an old leproſy in 
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then the prieſt ſnall 
: and, behold, [if] the 


the prieſt ſhall pronounce him 
unclean, and ſhall not {hut him up: for he is unclean. 
Ar id if a eproly break out abroad in the {kin, and the 
leproſy 
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494 2 Rs WY 1:4 1 &-V-Ss XIII. 
leproſy cover all the ſkin of him that hath] the placue 
from his head even to his foot, whereſvever the pric {} 

13 looketh; Then the prieſt ſhall conſider: and, behold, 
[if] the leproſy have covered all his fleſh, he ſhall pro- 
nounce him] clean [that hath] the plague: it is all 

turned white: he [is] clean; it is only a ſalt humour of 

14 body, thrown out by the ftrengih of his conſtitution. But 

| when raw fleſn appeareth in him, he ſhall be unclear, . 

This was a fien that the poiſon of the diſeaje as not cis 


driven out, but did ſtill lurł within the fleſh, and ſo 3 endere 1 
the diſeaſe more dangercus to him that had it, and __ 22 


15 feftious to others, And the prieſt ſhall fee the raw flesh 
and pronounce him to be unclean : [for] the raw fleſh 
16 (is] unclean : it [is] a leproſy, Or if the raw fleſh turn 

again, and be changed unto white, he ſhall come unto 


17 the prieſt; and the prieſt ſhall ſee him: and, behold, 


[if] the plague be turned into white; then the prieſt 


| ſhall pronounce [him] clean [that hath] the plague: he 


lis] clean, tho" he may have the ſcurvy all over his body. 


. The fleſh alſo, in which, [even] in the ſkin thereof: 
319 was a boil, and is healed, And i in the oe of the boil 


there be a white rifing, or a bright ſpot, white, and 


20 ſomewhat reddiſh, and it be ſhowed to the prieſt ; And 
it, when the prieſt ſeeth it, behold, it [be] in fight : 
lower than the ſkin, and the hair thereof be turned 
vw hite: the prieſt ſhall pronounce him unclean : it [is] 
21 8 plague of leproſy broken out of the boil. But if the 
prieſt look on it, and, behold, [there be] no white hairs 
therein, and [if] it [be] not lower than the ſkin, but 
lbej ſomewhat dark; then the prieft ſhall ſhut him up 
22 ſeven days: And if it ſpread much abroad in the ſkin, 
then the prieſt ſhall pronounce him unclean: it [is] a 
23 plague. But if the bright ſpot ſtay in his place, 2 ” 
_ ſpread. not, it [is] a burning bou! ; J and the prieſt; Thall 5 


pronounce him clean. 


24 Or if there be [any] fleſh, i in the fin whereof __ : 
505 is! a hot burning, and the quick [fleſh] that burneth 


have a white bright ſpot, * reddiſh, or white; 


25. Then the prieſt ſhall look upon it: and, behold, if 15 
hair ! in the 189 Per be turned white, and it be in! 
fight Kr 


26 


EEVITICOS. XIII 8 
ſicht deeper than the ſkin; it [is] a leproſy broken out 


of the burning: wherefore the prieſt ſhall pronounce 


26 


ſkin, but [be] ſomewhat dark; then the prieſt ſhall 


e 2. 


on him the ſeventh day: [and] if it be ſpread much 


it [is] an inflammation of the burning. 
29 If a man or woman have a plague upon the head or 


pronounce him unclean : it [is] a dry ſcall, [even] a 


5 37 hair; z he [18] unclean, _ Rut it the ſcall be 1 in his Au 


Go | This, among the Romans, was TIES upon as a moſt dread- 
ful nat pee even. Norte than Jecath. | 


him unclean : it [is] the plague of leproſy, But if the 
| prieſt look on it, and, behold, [there be] no white hair 
in the bright ſpot, and it [be] no lower than the [other] 


. 27 ſhut him up ſeven days: And the prieſt ſhall look up- 


. abroad in the ſkin, then the prieſt ſhall pronounce him 

28 unclean: it [is] the plague of leproſy, And if the 

: bright ſpot ſtay in his place, [and] {ſpread not in the 

kin, but it [be] ſomewhat dark; it [is] a riſing of the _ 
burning, and the prieſt ſhall pronounce him clean: . 


. 30 the beard; Then the prieſt ſhall ſee the plague: and, 
| behold, it it { be] in ſight deeper than the ſkin; rand 
there be] 1 in it a yellow thin hair; then the prieſt ſhall 


31 leproſy upon the head or beard, And if the prieſt : 
look on the plague of the ſcall, and, behold, it [be] not 
in ſight deeper than the ein: and [that there is] no 
-- black hair in it; then the prieſt {hall ſhut up [him that 
32 hath] the plague of the ſcall ſeven days: And in the 
ſeventh day the prieſt ſhall look on the plague : and, 
| behold, [if] the ſcall ſpread not, and there be in it no 
yellow hair, and the ſcall [be] not in fight deeper than 
33 the ſkin; He ſhall be ſhaven, but the ſcall ſhall he not 
have; and the prieſt ſhall ſhut up {him that hath] the 
34 ſcall ern wa more: And in the ſeventh day the 
Prieſt ſhall. look on the ſeall; and, behold, [if] the ſcall 
be not ſpread 1 in the ſkin, nor [be] in fight deeper than 
the ſkin; then the prieft ſhall 3 pronounce "him clean: and 
35 he ſhall waſh his clothes, and be clean. But if the ſcall 
36 ſpread much in the thin after his cleanſing ; Then the 
prieſt ſhall look on him: and, behold, if the ſcall be 
ſpread in the ſkin, the prieſt ſhall not ſeek for yellow 
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39 


the ſkin of their fleſh [be] da rkiſh White; it [i = 
freckled ſpot | that] groweth in the ſkin ; he [is] clean. 


white reddiſh in his bald head, or in his bald forehead, 
as the leproſy appeareth in the fin of the fleſh , He 
[is] a leprous man, he [is] unclean : the prieſt ſhall 
pronounce him vey. unclean; his plague lis] 1 in his 
Head. ens | 
And the leper i in whom the olacge: [is,] nis clothes 5 
mall be rent, and his head bare, and he ſhall put a 


44 


45 


at a tay, and [that] there is black hair grown up there. 
in; the ſcall 1s healed, he ſis] Clean : and the ak 


ſhall pronounce him clean. 
If a man alſo or a woman have in "the Kin of the: 


fleſn bright ſpots, [even] white bright ſpots; Then the 


prieſt ſhall look: and, behold, [if J the bright foots in in 


6 


And the man whoſe hair is fallen off his head, he 


[is] bald; [yet is] he clean. Aud he that hath his 

hair fallen off from the part of his Roos toward his 
face, he [1s] forehead bald: | [yet is] he clean. Ard if 
there be in the bald head, or bald forehead, a white 
reddiſh ſore; it [is] a leproſy ſprung up in his bald. 
| head or his bald forehead, Then the prieſt ſhall look 


upon it: and, behold, [if] the riſing of the fore [be] 


covering upon his upper lip, cover it with his hand 9; 


garment, in token of ſorrow and ſhame, ( Exzek. XX1V.,17, 22. 

Mic. iii. 7.) and ſhall cry, Unclean, unclean, All the | 

days wherein the plague {thall be] in him, he ſhall be : 
defiled; he [is] unclean : he ſhall dwell alone; without 


_ the camp [ſhall] his habitation be.] 


The garment allo that the plague een i; in, 


| [whether it be] a woollen garment, or a linen garment ; | 
$ Whether [it be] in the warp, or woof, in/ide or outfede * = 
of linen, or of woollen; whether in a ſkin, or in any 
thing made of ſkin; And if the plague be greeniſh or 
" reddiſh in the garment, or in the ſkin, N in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of ſkin; it [is] a 

plague of leproſy, and ſhall be ſhowed unto the prieſt : | 
And the prieſt ſnall look upon the plague, and ſhut up 


[it that hath] the plague, ſeyen days: And he ſhal! 


look on the W on tlie ſe venth ! ik t! the plague 


77 
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be ſpread i in the garment, either in the warp, or in the 
' woof, or in a ſkin, ſor] in any work that is _—_ of 


kin; the plague [is] a fretting leproſy ; it [is] unclean. 


C 
(2 
— 


155 
56 
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N 
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He ſhall therefore burn that garment, whether warp or 


woof, in woollen or in linen, or any ching 01 i ſkin, wherein 
the plague | is: for it [is] a fretting leproſy ; it ſhall he 


burnt in the fire. And if the pricit ſhall look, and, be- 


hold, the plague be not ſpread in the gar ment, either i in 


4 the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of ſkin; Then 
the prieſt ſhall command that they waſh [the thing] where- 


in the plague { 18, ] and he ſhall ſhutit up ſeven days more: 


And the prieſt ſhall look on the plague, after that it is 
waſhed: and, behold, bit! the plague have not changed 
his colour, and, or tho, the pla ue be not ſpread; it 


[18] 1 unclean; thou ſhalt burn it in the fire; it [is] fret 


inward, [whether] it [be] bare within without, And 
if the prieſt look, and, behold, the plague [be] fome- 
what dark after the waſhing of it; thank he e ſhall rend it 
out of the garment, or out of the ſkin, or out of the 
warp, or out of the woof: And if it a appear Mill in je 
garment, either in the warp, or in the wa or in any 

thing of ſkin; it [is] a ſpreading [plag] ue:] thou ſhalt 

burn that wherein the plague [is] with fire. And the 


garment, either id 2 or woof, or whatſoever thing of 


ſkin [it be,] which thou ſhalt waſh, if the plague be 
| departed from them, then it ſhall be waſhed the 1 


time, and ſhall be clean. 


This [is] the law of the plague of leproſy _ in a gar- | 


1 ment of woollen or linen, either in the warp, or woof, 


© 
nounce it unclean. The leproſy of garments and houſes, 


we, thro divine mercy, kno e of 3. 7 was 0 TRAPS @ a 


©: *5=OF any thing of ſkins, to pronounce it clean, or to pro- 


i Plagu le e peculiar Lo Canaan, ” 
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17 rites and ſacrifices in cleanſing of the leper 1 3 the + 21 N 
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CEVETTCUS. XIV. 
N D the Lord ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, This 


ſhall be the law of the leper in the day of his 
dehnt He ſhall be brought unto the prieſt : And 


the prieſt ſhall go forth out of the camp; and the prieſt 


ſhall look, and, behold, [if ] the plague of leproſy be 
healed in the leper; Then ſhall the prieſt command 
to take for him that is to be cleanſed two birds alive 
and] clean, 70 denote that his fleſh was now reſtored to the 


ſame ſoundneſs as other living creatures, whereas before it 


might be looked upon as dead, "and cedar wood, which was. 


incorruptible, to denote that the corruption of the humours of 


Vis body wwere removed, and ſcarlet, to denote that the colour 
of his blood was changed from a livid to à ſcarlet colour, and 
hyſſop, to denote that the diſagreeable ſmell proceeding {For 
his leproſy was removed: And the prieſt ſhall command 
that one of the birds be killed in an earthen veſſel, over 
running water: As for the living bird, he ſhall take it, 
and the cedar wood, and the ſcarlet, and the hyſſop, and 
ſhall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the | 


bird [that was} killed over the running water: And he 


ſhall ſprinkle upon him that is to be cleanſed from the 

leproſy ſeven times, and ſhall pronounce. him clean, 
and ſhall let the living bird looſe into the open field, 7s 
denote that the perſon cleanſed as now at liberty to return 4 
his former habitation, and converſe © with other men. And he 
that is to be cleanſed ſhall waſh his clothes, and ſhave 

off all his hair, and waſh himſelf in water, that he may 
be clean: and after that he ſhall come into the camp, 
and ſhall tarry abroad out of his tent ſeven days. But it 
mall be on the ſeventh day, that he ſhall ſhave all his 


hair off his head and his beard and his eyebrows, even 


all his hair he ſhall ſhave off: and he ſhall waſh his 
"athes, 3 alſo he ſhall waſh his fleſh in water, and he 
ſhall be clean. And on the eighth day he ſhall take two 
he lambs without blemiſh, and one ewe lamb of the 
firſt year without blemiſh, and three tenth deals of 
fine flour [for] a meat offering, mingled with oil, and 
one log of oil, which held a pint, And the prieſt that | 


maketh ſhim] clean ſhall preſent the man that is to 
be made clean, and thoſe things, before the Loxp, [at] 


the 


13 


14 


12 


13 


14 
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the door of the tabernacle of the congregation ! And the 


prieſt ſhall take one he lamb, and offer him for a treſ- 
paſs offering, and the log of oil, and wave them for] 
a wave offering before the LORD: 


for as the 


it [is] moſt holy: And the prieſt ſhall take [ſome] of 


the blood of the treſpals offering, and the prieft ſhall _ 
put ſ it] upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to 


| be cleanſed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and 


upon the great to 


15 


16 
in the oil that [is] in his left hand, an id tha ill prinlcle i 


lo go where he would : 
of the log of oil, and 


pour Cit] into the 
own left hand: 


And the prieſt {hall dip his right finger 


of the oil with his f anger ſeven times before the Logp : 


1 


And of the reſt of the oil that lis in his hand ſhall the 


prieſt put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to 
be cleanſed, and upon the thumb of f his right! hand, and 
upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of 
the treſpaſs offering : And the remnant of the oil that 

| [is] in the prieſt's hand he ſhall po: 
of him that is to be cleanſed : 
ſhall offer the fin offering, and make an atonement for 
him that is to be cleanſed from his uneleanneſs; and af- 
terward he ſhall kill the burnt offering. This burnt offer- 
ing is the gift mentioned, Mat, vii. 4. And the prieſt 
| ſhall offer the burnt offering and the meat offering 
upon the altar: and the prieſt ſhall mak ean atonement L 
| tor him, and he ſhall eee 5 

And if he [be] poor, and cannot get fo much; then — 

he ſhall take one pats [for] a treſpaſs offering to be 

waved, to make an atonement for him, and one tenth 
deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, 


'and a log of oil; 


an atonement for him before the LoRD. And the prieſt. 


And two turtledoves, or two young 


' Pigeons, ſuch as he is able to get; and the one ſhall be 


5 23 


a ſin offering, 


and the other a burnt offering. And he 


And he ſhall flay 
the lamb in the place where he ſhall kill the fin offering 
and the burnt of tering, in the holy place: 


ſin offering [18] the prieſt's, [fo 8 the treipals offering: 


e of his right foot, 79 denote that he was 
NOW free to hear G. 4 5 word, 79 touch any perſon or thing, aud 
And the prieſt ſhall take [fo me! 
alm of his 


ur upon the head 
and the prieſt ſhall make 


ſhall 
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congregation, before the Lok b. 
take the lamb of the treſpaſs offering, and the log of 


LEYTTITICVU'S. XIV. 


ſhall bring them on the eighth day for his cleanſing 
unto the prieſt, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 


And the prieſt ſhall 


oil, and the prieſt ſhall wave them [for] a wave offer- 


25 


ing before the LORD: And he ſhall kill the lamb of 


the treſpals offering, and the prieſt ſhall take [ſome] of 
the blood of the treſpaſs offering, and put [it] upon 


be cleanſed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, 


the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleanſed, 


and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the 
26 
27 


great toe of his right foot: And the prieſt ſhall pour 
of the oil into the palm of his own left hand : And the 
prieft ſhall ſprinkle with his right finger [ſome] of the 


dil that [is] in his left hand ſeven times before the 
28 


Lorp: And the prieſt ſhall put of the oil that [is] in 
his hand upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to 


and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the place 


5 
be dil that [is] in the prieſt's hand he ſhall put upon 
= ons head of him that is to be cleanſed, to make an 
30 
offer the one of the turtledoves, or of the young 
pigeons, ſuch as he can get; 


34 
80 get, the one Lfor a ſin offering, and the other for 


of the blood of the treſpaſs offering: And the reſt of 


And he ſhall 


atonement for him before the LORD. 


[Even] ſuch as he is able 


a burnt offering, with the meat offering: and the prieſt 


ſhall make an atonement for him that 1 13 to be cleanſe 


before the Lox. 


32 
b leproſy, whoſe hand is not able to get [that which | 


This [is] the law [of him] in 1 lis] the acne 


pertaineth] to his cleanſing, 


. 
LL 


And the Log ſpake unto Moſes and unto Aaron, 


ſaying, 


When ye be come into the land of Canaan, which 
I give to you for a poſſeſſion, and I put the plague ot 


le praſy i in a houſe of the land of your poſſeſſion; ( thts 


| 35 
36 


plain intimates, that it was a judgment inflitted by the im. 
mediate hand of God;) And he that owneth the houſe 
ſhall come and tell the prieſt, ſaying, It ſeemeth to me 
[there is] as it were a plague in the houſe : Then the 
Prieſt ſhall command that they em Py the houſe, before 


1 the 
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prieſt go [into it] to ſee the plague, that all that [is] 


in the houſe be not made unclean: and afterward the 


prieſt ſhall go in to ſee the houſe: And he ſhall look 


on the plague, and, behold, [it] the plague [be] in 
the walls of the Boule with hollow ſtrakes, greeniſh 
or reddiſh, which in fight [are] lower than the wall; 

38 


39 


Then the prieſt ſhall go out of the houſe to the door 
of the houſe, and ſhut up the houſe ſeven days: And 


the prieſt ſhall come again the ſeventh day, and ſhall 
look: and, behold, 


40 | 


[if ] the plague be ſpread in the 


walls of the houſe, Then the prieſt ſhall command that 
they take away the ſtones in which the plague [is,] 
and they ſhall caſt them into an unclean place without 


the city: And he ſhall cauſe the houſe to be icraped 


within round about, and they ſhall pour out the duſt 


4 
0 , come again, and break out in the houſe, after that he 
| hath taken away the tones, and after he hath ſcraped 
the houſe, and after it is plaiſtered ; Then the prieſt 
| ſhall come and look, and, behold, [if] the plague be 
ſpread in the houſe; it [is] a fretting leproſy in the 
And he ſhall break down the 
houſe, the ſtones of it, and the timber thereof, and all 
the morter of the houſe; and he ſhall carry [them] 
forth out of the city into an unclean place. 
he that goeth into the houſe all the white that it is ſhut. 
up {hall be unclean until the even. 
in the houſe ſhall waſh his clothes; and he that cateth ; 
in the houſe ſhall waſh his clothes. 
And if the prieſt ſhall come in, and look [upon i it 1 5 
a behold, the plague hath not ſpread in the houſe, 
after the houſe was plaiſtered : then the prieſt ſhall pro- 
nounce the houſe clean, becauſe the plague is healed. 
And he ſhall take to cleanſe the houſe two birds, and 
cedar wood, and ſcarlet, and hyſſop: 
kill the one of the birds in an earthen veſſel over run- 
ning water : And he ſhall take the cedar wood, and 
Vor. 1 25 1-1 os the 
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houſe: it is] unclean. 


that they ſcrape off without 15 city into an unclean : 
42 P 
Ii the place of thoſe ſtones; and he thall take other 
morter, and ſhall plaiſter the houſe. And if the plague 


lace : And they ſhall take other ſtones, and put [them] 


Moreover 


And he that lietn 8 


And he ſhall 
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the hyſſop, and the ſcarlet, and the living bird, and 
dip them in the blood of the {lain bird, and in the run. 
52 ning water, and ſprinkle the houſe ſeven times: And 
he ſhall cleanſe the houſe with the blood of the bird, 
and with the running water, and with the living bird. 
and with the cedar wood, and with the hyſſop, and with 
53 the ſcarlet: But he hall let go the living bird out of 
the city into the open fields, and make an atonement 
for the houſe : and it ſhall be clean. 
54 This [is] the law forall manner of plague of „ 
55 and ſcall, And for the leproſy of a garment, and of a 
56 houſe, And for a rifing, and for a ſcab, and for a . 


IC 


— 


. 77 bright ſpot: To teach when [it is] unclean, and when 
TS lit is] clean: this [is] the law of the Os 


CHAP. XV. 


Of uncleanneſs by ies, and their cleanſing np. 


N D the Lokp ſpake unto Moſes and to Aaron, 
1 ſaying, Speak unto the children of Iſrael, and 
ſay unto them, When any man hath a running iſſue out 
3 of his fleſh, [becauſe of] his iſſue he is] unclean, And 
this ſhall be his uncleanneſs in his iſſue: whether his | 
fleſh run with his iſſue, or his fleſh be ſtopped from his 1 
4 iſſue, it [is] his uncleanneſs. Every bed, whereon he lieth 
that hath the iſſue, is unclean : and every thing, where- 
5 on he ſitteth, ſhall be unclean. And whoſoever toucheth 
his bed ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in 
6 water, and be unclean until the even. And he that 
 fitteth on [any] thing whereon he fat that hath the iſſue I 
ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in water and 
7 be unclean until the even. And he that toucheth the 
fleſh of him that hath the iſſue ſhall waſh his clothes, 1 2 
and bathe [himſelf } in water, and be unclean until the 
1 8 even.” And if he that hath the iſſue ſpit upon him that 1 2 
3 is clean; then he ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe Tm 1 
4 - 4. "et 1 0-2 
1 - u It is very probable that Pe had publick baths in every 
mw town or city, as "vathing was ſo We ee. 
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9 ſelf ] i in water, and be unclean until the even. And 
What ſaddle ſoever he rideth upon that hath the iſſue 
10 ſhall be unclean. And whoſoever toucheth any thing 
that was under him ſhall be unclean until the even: 
and he that beareth [any of] thoſe things ſhall waſh 
his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in water, and be un- 
11 clean until the even. And whomſoever he toucheth that 
hath the iſſue, and hath not rinſed his hands in water, 
he ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in water, 
12 and be unclean until the even. And the veſſel of earth, 
that he toucheth which hath the iſſue, ſhall be broken: 
13 and every veſſel of wood ſhall be rinſed in water. And 
when he that hath an iſſue is cleanſed of his iſſue ; then 
he ſhall number to himſelf ſeven days for his cleanſing, 
and waſh his clothes, and bathe his fleſh 1 in running WA 
water, and ſhall be clean. _ 


14 And on the eighth day he ſhall take to him two tur- 94 
tledoves, or two young pigeons, and come before tge _ 
Lord unto the door of the tabernacle of the congre- ko 
15 gation, and give them unto the prieſt ; And the prieſt e . 4 


i mall offer them, the one [for] a fin offering, and the 
other [for] a burnt offering; and the prieſt ſhall make | 
t an atonement for him before the Logp for his iſſue. 
1 16 And if any man's feed of copulation go out from him, key 
8 then he ſhall waſh all his fleſh in water, and be unclean 
8 17 until the even. And every garment, and every ſkin, 
kh WW whereon is the ſeed of copulation, ſhall be waſhed with 


. 18 water, and be unclean until the even. The woman alſo 
n with whom man ſhall lie [with] ſeed of copulation, they 
n ſhall [both] bathe [themſelves] i in water, and be un- 5 
M clean until the even. 

e MW 19 And if a woman have an iſſue, rand her iſſue in her 
d fleſh be blood, ſhe ſhall be put apart ſeven days: and 
e whoſoever toucheth her ſhall be unclean until the 
„ 20 even. And every thing that ſhe lieth upon in her 
de ſeparation ſhall be unclean : every thing alſo that ſhe 
at W 21 ſitteth upon ſhall be unclean. And whoſoever toucheth | 

n- Her bed ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in 

f1 © 22 water, and be unclean until the even. And whoſoever 

ry»  toucheth any thing that ſhe fat upon ſhall waſh his 


1 1 2 ES clothes, | 
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25 


clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in water, and be unclean 
until the even. And if it be] on [her] bed, or on any 
thing whereon ſhe ſitteth, when he toucheth it, he ſhall 
be unclean until the even. And if any man lie with 


her at all, and her flowers be upon him, he ſhall be un- 
clean ſeven days; and all the bed whereon he lieth ſhall 
be unclean. And if a woman have an iſſue of her blood 
many days out of the time of her ſeparation, or if it 


run beyond the time of her ſeparation; all the days of 


28 


29 


the iſſue of her uncleanneſs ſhall be as the days of her 
ſeparation : ſhe [ſhall be] unclean. Every bed whereon 
ſhe heth all the days of her iſſue ſhall be unto her as the 


bed of her ſeparation : and whatſoever ſhe ſitteth upon 
ſhall be unclean, as the uncleanneſs of her ſeparation. 


37 


And whoſoever toucheth thoſe things ſhall be unclean, 
and ſhall waſh his clothes, and bathe [himſelf ] in water, 
and be unclean until the even. But if ſhe be cleanſed 


bol her iſſue, then ſhe ſhall number to herſelf ſeven days, 
and after that ſhe ſhall be clean. And on the eighth 
day ſhe ſhall take unto her two turtles, or two young 
pigeons, and bring them unto the prieſt, to the door of 
© 
offer the one [for] a fin offering, and the other [for] a 
burnt offering ; and the prieſt ſhall make an atonement 
for her before the Lonp for the iſſue of her unclean- 


the tabernacle of the congregation. And the prieſt ſhall 


-.- nets... 


"8 : 


Thus ſhall ye ſeparate the children of Iſrael from their 


uncleanneſs; that they die not in their uncleanneſs, 


when they defile my tabernacle that [is] among them. 
32 
him] whoſe ſeed goeth from him, and is defiled there- 
33 


him that hath an iſſue, of the man, and of the woman, 


This [is] the law of him that hath an iſſue, and [of 
with; And of her that is ſick of her flowers, and of 


and of him that heth with her which i 1s unclean, 5 


— 
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Kr 
The great day of atonement. 
A D the Loxp ſpake unto Moſes after the death 


of the two ſons of Aaron, when they offered 

1 2 before the Lokp, and died; And the Lorp ſaid unto 

\ | Moles, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he come 

f not at all times into the holy [place] within the vail 
before the mercy ſeat, which [is] upon the ark; that 

a he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the f 
: mercy ſeat; or, I will be approached in a cloud of incenſe ; ; 
n Por it was à bright flaming appearance that was on the mercy bu 
7 3 ſeat, calies the Glory of the Lord. Thus ſhall Aaron come 0 


into the hol y [place:] with a young bullock for a fin 
offering, and a ram for a burnt offering for himſelf and 


4 4 his houſe, that is, the whole Levitical family, v. 6. He | 
, | ſhall put on the holy linen coat, and he ſhall have the .— 
i linen breeches upon his fleſh, wad ſhall be girded with | i þ 
81 a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre ſhall he be 4 
of - attired: theſe [are] holy garments ; therefore ſhall he 
11 5 waſh his fleſh in water, and (o put them on.“ And —— 
z he ſhall take of the congregation of the children of 1 
nt I ſrael two kids of the goats for a fin offering, and one 
n. ram for a burnt offering for tie int cengr gation, beſides 0 
5 that which he offered for himſelf, v. 8 = 
i WU 6 And Aaron ſhall offer his bullet of the ſin offering, TR 
„ which [is] for himſelf, and make an atonement for him- | b 
n. ſelf, and for his houſe, for all the prięſts and Levitess 
of 7 And he ſhall take the two goats, and preſent then VVV 
re. before the Lorp [at] the door of the tabernacle of the „„ 
of Y © © congregation, And Aaron ſhall caſt lots upon the two * 
an, goats; ; one lot for the LoRp, for his uſe and ſervice, by | WT 
| way of ſacrifice, and the other lot for the ſcape goat. _ Fe 
0 And Aaron thall b bring the goat upon Which the LORPDSsSͤ Pol 

* It ſeems that the Whole work, which was. peculiar 1 to his: A | 7 5 0 


was performed by the high prieſt. The jewiſh writers tell us 
that he took ſome extraordinary care, for ſome preceding days, to | 
purify himſelf from all kinds of pollution, and that he fat up 
the night before, and was watched by inferior prielts, that nothing = 
of that Kind e 5 befall him. 
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lot fell, and offer him for] a ſin offering for all the peo. 


10 ple. But the goat, on which the lot fell to be the 


ſcape goat, ſhall be preſented alive before the Lok», to 
make an atonement with him, in the manner mentioned, 


1 
which [is] for himſelf, and ſhall make an atonement for 


12 


13 


. 


v. 21, 22, [and] to let him 89 for a icape goat into 


the wilderneſs, _ 
And Aaron ſhall bring the bullock of the fin offering, 


himſelf, and for his houſe, and ſhall kill the bullock of 


the fin offering which [is] for himſelf: And he thall 
take a cenſer full of burning coals of fire from off the 


altar before the LorD, and his hands full of ſweet in- 
cenſe beaten ſmall, and bring [it] within the vail: * 
And he ſhall put the incenſe upon the fire before the 


Lorp, that the cloud of the incenſe may cover the 


mercy ſeat that [15] upon the teſtimony, that he dic 
not. 


And "De ſhall take of the blood of the n which 


be was to go out again and fetch, for both his hands were full 


before, and ſprinkle [it] with his finger upon the mercy 


15 


ſeat eaſtward z and before the mercy ſeat ſhall he ſprinkle 


of the blood with his finger ſeven times. Then ſhall he 


_ kill the goat of the fin offering, that [18] for the people, 


and bring his blood within the vail,” and do with that 


blood as he did with the blood of the bullock, and 


ſprinkle it upon the mercy ſeat, and before the mercy 
: 16 


to withdraw himſelf from among them, he ſhall make an 


ſeat: And, 4% God ſhould be prove ked by the fins of the peopi? 


atonement for the holy place,] becauſe oi the unclean- 
: neſs of the children of Iſrael, and becauſe of their tranſ- 


greſſions in all their ſins, the imperfections and miſcarriages 


of their holy ſervices, which would have hindered the efficacy | 
of the high prieſt's mediation on their behalf, if God had nt | 
been reconciled to them ; and fo ſhall he do for the taber- | 


8 nacle of the Song egation, that remaineth among them 


e was the firſt time of his ance into. the moſt holy | 
place. He never entered there without incenſg, the cloud of | 


| in 


which, riſing between him and the Shekinah, prevented his PP 
1. too minutely into the divine appearance, or glory. 


P This was the third ume of his entrance. 
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in the midſt of their uncleanneſs ; in the midſt of a finful 


people, who defis not only 1 but God's fanttuary 
17 alſo, Exel. xxiii. 38, 39.% And there ſhall be no man 
in the tabernacle of the congregation when he goeth in 


to make an atonement in the holy [place,] until he 
come out, and have made an atonement for himſelf, 
and for his houſehold, and for all the congregation of 1. | 
18 rae]. And he ſhall go out of the holy place unto the altar 
that [is] before the LosD, 10 the brazen altar in the court 
H the tabernacle, and make an atonement for it; and 
ſhall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the blood - 
of the goat, and put [it] upon the horns of the altar 
19 round about. And he ſhall ſprinkle of the blood upon 
it with his finger ſeven times, and cleanſe it, and hallow 


it from the uncleanneſs of the children of N 


20 And when he hath made an end of reconciling the holy 
ſplace, ] and the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
21 the altar, he ſhall bring the live goat : And Aaron ſhall 


lay both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and 


_ confeſs over him all the 1 iniquities of the children of Iſ- 
rael, and all their tranſgreſſions i in all their ſins, that is, 


ins of all forts, both of the prieſts and people, putting them 


upon the head of the goat, charging them, and the Puniſh= 
ment due to them, on the goat, which, tho* only a ceremony, 
wt being done according to God's appointment, was available 
to this end: and the prieft ſhall tend [him] away by the 
hand of a fit man into the wilderneſs, 70 denote the removal 
22 of their fins far away: And the goat ſhall bear upon him 
all their iniquities unto a land not inhabited: and he 
23 ſhall let go the goat in the wilderneſs.” And Aaron 
ſhall come into the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
| ſhall put off che linen garments, which he put on when 
he went into the holy [ place, ] and ſhall leave them therez 5 


11 „ ee 


4 Accordingly in v. 20. it is called, A reconciliation” for the 
1 In alluſion to this, the apoſtle argues, Heb. ix. 23. 
that heaven itſelf would be polluted by the entrance of ſuch ſin- 
ful creatures as we, were it not for the blood of Chriſt, that 


better ſacrifice, by which we are purified, _ 
r Herein he was a type of Chriſt, on whom the Lord zl. our 


iniquities, Ja. liii. 6. and who bore our fins in his « own. body on... 


the tree, 1 Peter 11. 24. 
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26 


the ſin offering, whoſe blood was brought | in to make 
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I 


the Jews ſay, never to be worn any more. And he ſhal 
waſh his fleſh with water in the holy place, and put on 
his golden garments, and come forth, and offer his 
burnt offering, and the burnt offering of the people, 
and make, or rather, having made, an atonement for him. 


ſelf, and for the people, by the foregaing ſacrifices. And 


the fat of the fin offering ſhall! he burn upon the altar, 


And he that let go the goat for the ſcape goat, bein; 
polluted by touching the beaſt charged with lie fins of all the 


people, (hall waſh his clothes, and bathe his fleſh in 
27 


water, and afterward he hall come into the camp. And 


the bullock [for] the ſin offering, and the goat [for] 


atonement in the holy place,] ſhall [one] car'y fort! 


without the camp; and they ſhall burn in the fire their 


ſkins, and their fleſh, and their dung. And he that 
burneth them ſhall waſh his clothes, and athe his fleſh 


in water, and afterward he ſhail come into the camp. 


29 


And [this] ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto you: 


that! in the ſeventh month, on the tenth day] t the 


month, ye ſhall afMi& your ſouls, and do no work at 
all, [whether it be] one of your own country, or 2 


ſtranger that ſojourneth among you: For on that day 


ſhall [the prieſt] make an atonement for you, to cleanſe 


33 


you, [that] ye may be clean from all your ſins before 
the Loxp.* It [ſhall be] a ſabbath of reſt unto YOu, a and 
ye ſhall afflict your ſouls by a ſtatute for ever. 


And the prieſt, whom he ſhall anoint, and whom he 


ſhall conſecrate to miniſter 1 in the prieſt's office in his 
_ father's ſtead, ſhall make the atonement, and ſhall put 


on the linen clothes, [even] the holy garments: And 


| he ſhall make an atonement for the holy ſanctuary, and 
he ſhall make an atonement for the tabernacle of the 


con. 


| I 1s obſervable; . . Was * 1 atonement, and 
OR only ſacrifice that was offered for all the ſins of the prieſts and 


the people, and for all the accidental errors in the ſervice of the 
ſanctuary, and that degree of pollution which even the moſt Hacred 
things were expoied to in conſequence of their being among 4 


ſinful people. 


* Accordingly, the Jews always 8 this day in the mid 


el their greatelt depravity. 
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_ congregation, and for the altar, and he ſhall make an 


__ atonement for the prieſts, and for all the people of the 
34 congregation. And this ſhall be an everlaſting ſtatute 


unto you, to make an atonement for the children of 


Ifrael for all their fins once a year.” And he did as 


the LoRD commanded Moſes." 


REFLECTION. 


AHE apoſtle Heb. ix. 79 —12. hath ſo Planiy traced 


an analogy between the inſtitutions of this day, and 


the atonement of C hriſt, and his interceſſion founded on the 
efficacy of his ſacrifice, that none can reaſonably deny the for- 
mer to have been a type of the latter. Let us learn then, to be 
thankful for the atonement and interceſſion of Jeſus C hriſt; 
and conſider the nature and meaning of it by the light of 
this important chapter: He is our great high prieſt, who is 
perfectly pure and holy, who did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth. He needed not to offer ſacrifices for 
himſelf, but he offered one for all the people; not the blood 

of bulls and goats, which could not take away fin, but his 
on precious blood. The Lord was pleaſed to lay on him the 
iniquities of us all. He bore away our tranſgreſſions, as the 
ſcape goat did the fins of the people, never to be remem- 

| bered any more. In all fin offerings, which were preſented 

with a proper diſpoſition of mind, the guilt of the offender 

was conſidered as transferred to the beaſt, and the beaſt was 

put to death in his Read, Thus ad bore our f fo us in fs ow. 

 bady on the 8 . 

Let us be deeply ſenfible of the evil of our ow confefs 1 5 

them with humble, penitent hearts, while we lay our hands 

on the head of this great ſacrifice. Let us adore the mercy 

of God in appointing and accepting it, and by faith lay hold 

on it; rejoicing in theſe tokens of pardon and acceptance 

in this new and living way, Eſpecially ſhould we rejoice, 
that Chriſt, © His wn bload, 15 5 entered within the vail, nere 
. „„ 

1 This is : expreſet ſo frequent! y to ſhow the great importance 

of it. 

That this chapter may be better underſtood, compare it with 

the eighth and ninth chapters of the Hebrews, = 
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he ever lives to make interceſſion for us. Now we may coin, 
bolaly to the throne of grace, to ſeek mercy, and grace to help 
in every time of need, ſeeing Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, 
1s paſſed into the heavens for us. By the efficacy of his 
blood are thoſe heavenly places ſanctified for us, and our 
way into them is opened. Let us be daily looking to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as gane to appear in the preſence of Cod for 
us, and as entered there with his own blood : and may that blood 
be as efficacious to ſubdue the power of fin in our hearts, as 
it is to expiate our guilt in in the Peers of God! Amen. 


N 


© * 


CHAP. XVII. 


7 God having 7 nfituted the great facrif ce, ſome direions are here N 


given relating to the e ſaying of beaſts, and What ns be Gone 
201th their Hood. 


N D the Lozp n unto 5 Moſes: ſaying; Speak 


: 2 5 unto Aaron, and unto his ſons, and unto all the 


children of Iſrael, and ſay unto them; This [is] the | 
. 3 thing which the Loxp hath commanded, ſaying, What 


man . there be] of the houſe of rae, that kill 


eth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp for facrifice, | | 
4 or that killeth [it] out of the camp, And bringeth it 


not unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
to offer an offering unto the Loxp before the taber- 
- nacle of the LoRD; blood ſhall be imputed unto that 
man, he hath ſhed blood; and that man ſhall be cut off 
5 from among his people: To the end that the children 
of Iſrael may bring their ſacrifices, which they offer, 7 


were uſed to offer, in the open field, even that they may 
bring them unto the Lozp, unto the door of the taber- 
näcle of the congregation, unto the prieſt, and offer 
5 them [for] peace offerings unto the Lorp. And the 
1 ſhall . the blood poo: the altar of the 


| Lomy, 
1 This was „ ed ranged to prevent | any aalen cuſtoms 


which they an, Lot have leen in Egypt or learned from their neigh 
bours. 


10 


11 


12 


13 
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 Loxv, [at] the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 


tion, and burn the fat for a ſweet ſavour unto the LORD. 

7 And they ſhall no more offer their ſacrifices unto devils, 

demons or evil ſpirits,” after whom they have gone a 
whoring. This ſhall be a ſtatute for ever unto them 


$ throughout their generations. And thou ſhalt ſay 


unto them, Whatſoever man [there be] of the houſe of 
Irael, or of the ſtrangers which ſojourn among you, 

that offereth a burnt offering or ſacrifice of peace offering, 

9 And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, to offer it unto the Lox ; even that 


man ſhall be cut off from among his people. 


10 And whatſoever man [there be] of the houſe of Ii. : 
. rael, or of the ſtrangers that ſojourn among you, that 
I eateth any manner of blood at his own table, which many 
 idolaters did in a very ſuperſtitions manner; 1 will even ſet 
my face againſt that ſoul that eateth blood, and will cut 
11 him off from among his people. For the life of the 
fleſh [is] in the blood, ie life of all living creatures de- 
bends upon the blood, is preſerved and nouriſhed by it, and 
extinguiſhed when that is gone: and | have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for your ſouls: 
for it [1s] the blood [that] maketh an atonement for 
the ſoul; I have ſet it apart for a better uſe, and therefore _ 
12 it muſt not be eaten. Therefore I {aid unto the children _ 
Of -Mrael, No ſoul of you ſhall eat blood, neither ſhall _ 
any ranger that ſojourneth among you eat blood, „ 
idolaters were uſed to do after they had ſacrificed their beaſts; PEE 
hoping. thereby to have familiarity with their deities, and 
12 revelations from them. And whatſoever man [there be] 
of the children of Iſrael, or of the ſtrangers that ſo- 
Journ among you, which hunteth and catcheth any 
| bealto or * fowl that may. be eaten; ; he ſhall even pour out : 


the 


y The EY NEED is hate 4: hes they imagined. that they 


appeared in that ſhape, or they were worſhipped thro? that medi- 
um, eſpecially in Egypt. Some think all the fleſh for common 
food was to be killed before the tabernacle, to prevent their of- 
fering any of it or its blood to idols. If this be the ſenſe, it could 
only Telate to their condition in the WHORES, and would not be 


2 e. for ever. 
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the blood thereof, ; and cover it with duſt, leſt other Gef. 
ould lick it up, or men ſhould convert it to idolatrous Pur 5 


14 poſes, For [it is] the life of all fleſh; 
[is] for the life thereof: therefore I aid unto the child. 


ren of Iſrael, Ye ſhall eat the blood of no manner of | 


fleſh: for the life of all fleſh [is] the blood thereof: 
whoſoever eateth it ſhall be cut off. 


15 And every ſoul that ignorantly cateth that which died b 

(of itſelf,] or that which was torn [with beaſts, and wa; | 
no ſufficiently bled, whether it be] one of your own coun- | 
try, or a ſtran ger, he ſhall both waſh his clothes, and | 
] in water, and be unclean until the | 
But if he waſh [them] 
not, nor bathe his fleſh ; then ſhall he bear his 1 mquity, : 


| bathe [himſelf 
16 even: then ſhall he be clean. 


ile Puniſhment of His (7 aa oy 


REFLECTIONS. 


19 75 1. 0 E hence learn, that 1 we eat, or bat or 
„ datever we do, all ſhould be done to the glory of 


- God. He required that the Iſraelites ſhould pay ſome peculiar 


1 acknowledgment to him in their daily food; offer him the 
blood, and perhaps kill the animals intended for food, at 


his tabernacle; this was deſigned to ſhow them that he 


| earth is the Lord's and the fulneſs ther of; the beaſts of the | 
May this | 


foreſt are his, and the catile #pon & thouſand hills, 
teach us to glorify God in the uſe of his creatures; to ſanc- 


tify them with the word and prayer. Let our acknowledg- 1 
ment of God's goodneſs at our meals be a ſolemn thing; 
let the heart be impreſſed with reverence and gratitude to 
him, who ſpreadeth our able and Alleth our . and * Us 


all things Tichly to enjoy. 
2. Let the regard ſhown to the blood; or life, of a beaſt, 
zs an expiation, remind us of the blood of ſprinkling, that 


precious blood of Chriſt, by which atonement was made for 
fin: in this antient conſtitution there is a reference to this | 


great ſacrifice and propitiation. 


This ſhould be thankfully 


remembered by us; and while we rejoice in our freedom 
from theſe l let us pay a Deering regard to that 


blood 


the blood = 8 
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blood Which cleanſes from ai Au, and by which We Sein 
eternal redemption. 


Let us learn to be upon Our guard againſt any viola- 
tion of the divine lavs, eſpecially a preſu mptuous one. Sins 


of inadvertency are 8 taken notice of, as by them ſome 


degree of pollution was contracted, and forms of purifica- 
tion were appointed for them. Let us be very regular in 
obſerving all divine inſtitutions; keep cloſe to divine pre- 
cepts; and eſpecially be careful that we do not fin with a_ 
kigh hand, not wilfully violate the laws of the goſpel, which 
are all reaſonable, juſt, and good, Let it be _ _— | 


e Lord, keep thy Avant, from pr eee, Mtuores ſins ! 


* ADS. 
C PR I — Ame. 
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In this aber ceremonial precepts are aneh explined aud 


„ enforced. . 
4 » D the Lond ſpake unto. Moſes, 1451 ing „ Speak 
2 2 | unto the children of Iſrael, and {ay unte them, 


Io command what I pleaſe, and whom you are bound abſo- 


3 lutely to obey, After the doings of the land of Keoyint 8 


wherein ye dwelt, ſhall ye not do: and after the doings 


© 


of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, Mal ye not 
4 do: neither ſhall ye walk in their ordinances. Ye ſhall 
do my judgments, and keep mine ordinances, to walk 
5 therein: I [am] the LoRD your God. Ye ſhall there- 
fore keep my ſtatutes, and my judgments: : Which if a 
man do fincerely, he ſhall live in them, Joe have li ife and 


proſperity: 1 Lam] the Log. | 


6 None of you ſhall approach to any that i is near of by 
Ns to him, to uncover [their] nakednels ; at is, hall not 
7 contract marriage with ſuch: 1 [am] the Loxb. The 
nakedneſs of thy father, or the nakedneſs of thy mo- 
ther, ſhalt thou not uncover: ſhe [is] thy mother; 
thou ſhalt not uncover her nakedneſs; hat is, thou ſhalt 
8 not marry thy own mother. The nakedneſs of thy fa- 
— — ns = chers 


'T [am] the Lok your God, wh9 therefore have auth ority 
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ther? s wife ſhalt thou not uncover; that is, thou ſhall 2 
marry thy mother in law, or ſtep mother : it is] thy father's 
nakedneſs. The nakedneſs of thy ſiſter, the daughter | 
of thy father by another wife, or daughter of thy mother | 
y another huſband, [whether ſhe be] born at home, or | 

born abroad, ſeven] their nakedneſs thou ſhalt not 


uncover, The nakedneſs of thy ſon's daughter, or of 
thy daughter's daughter, ſeven] their nakedneſs thou 
ſhalt not uncover: for their's [is] thine own nakedneſs. 
The nakedneſs of thy father's wife's daughter, begotten 
of thy father, ſhe [is] thy ſiſter, thou ſhalt not uncover 
her nakedneſs. Thou ſhalt not uncover the nakedneſs 
of thy father's ſiſter : ſhe [is] thy father's near kinſ- 
woman. Thou ſhalt not uncover the nakedneſs of 
thy mother's ſiſter: ſhe [is] thy mother's near kinſ- 


woman, Thou ſhalt not uncover the nakedneſs of th 


_ father's brother, thou ſhalt not approach to his wife: 


= 
. 


. 17 


ſhe is] thine aunt. Thou ſhall not uncover the na- 
kedneſs of thy daughter in law: ſhe [is] thy ſon's wife; 
thou ſhalt not uncover her nakedneſs. Thou ſhalt not 
uncover the nakedneſs of thy brother's wife : it [is] thy 
brother's nakedneſs. Thou ſhalt not uncover the na- 
keedneſs of a woman and her daughter, neither ſhalt thou 
take her ſon's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to 


uncover her nakedneſs; for] they [are] her near kind: 


women: it [is] wickednels, 


18 


Neither ſhalt thou take a wife to as 1 one 


; wife. to another, to vex (her, ] to uncover her naked. 


I neſs, beſides the other in her life [time.] 


cover her nakedneſs, as long as ſhe is put apart for her 


Allo thou ſhalt not approach unto a woman to un- 


uncleanneſs, which was 19 be ſeven days. This was to be 


puniſhed with death when ilfully done (ch. xx. 18.) G 


having forbidden thoſe crimes to which the Egyptians were 


21 


addicted, now proceeds to thaſe that were moſt common 
among the Canaanites, Moreover thou ſhalt not lie 


3 with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyſelf 
with her; which was puniſhed with death (ch. xx. 10.) 
And thou malt! not let wy of thy 1 ſeed af 458 through 

| the 


worſi 
ſome 
Cratic 


— 2 
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[the fire] to Molech,* neither ſhalt thou profane the 


name of thy God, not diſbonour it by departing from gs 


to ſerve ſuch an idol, in ſuch an abominable manner: I 
22 [am] the LORD. Thou ſhalt not lie with mankind, 
23 as with womankind: it [is] abomination. Neither ſhalt 


thou lie with any beaſt to defile thyſelf therewith: 


neither ſhall any woman ſtand before a Dealt to lie 2 


down thereto: it [is] confuſion. 
24 Defile not ye yourſelves in any of theſe things: for 
in all theſe = nations are defiled which I caſt out be- 
25 fore you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do viſit 


the iniquity thereof upon it, I am now about to puniſh it 

For theſe iniquities , and the land itſelf vomiteth out her 
26 inhabitants. Ve ſhall therefore keep my ſtatutes and 
my judgments, and ſhall not commit [any] of theſe 


abominations; [neither] any of your own nation, nor 


oy any ſtranger that ſojourneth among you: (For all theſe 

aabominations have the men of the land done, which 

| 28 [were] before you, and the land is defiled;) That the 

land ſpue not you out allo, when ye detile 1 it, as it ſpued 

29 out the nations that [were] before you. For whoſoever 
ſhall commit any of theſe abominations, even the ſouls | 
that commit [them] ſhall be cut off from among their 

0 people. Therefore ſhall ye keep mine ordinance, that 


[ye] commit not [any one] of theſe abominable cuſ- 


toms, which were committed before you, and that ye 
defile not . ther?! ein: I [am] the Logp your 


" God... 


ena; 


. This Molech was hs fame. as Baal, ſee Jer. xix. WH "Tn the 


worſhip of this idol, children were ſometimes burned to death; 


ſometimes they paſſed only between two fires, for a ſign of conſe- 
cration or purgation ; and it was reckoned a piece of witchcraft _ 
to preſerve them from a violent death. This was ſpiritual whore= _ 
dom, ch. xx. 5 and therefore here forbidden among the ſorts of ' 


whoredom and incelt, 


TT 7 TT Tz . 2 2 
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0 H A P. XIX. 
4 rp of ſundry laws, partly ceremonial, and partly moral, | 


ND the Logo ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
. | unto all the congregation of the children of if. 
„ nel, ſpeak to the elders, and let them ſpeak to the Peopte, =. 
and ſay unto them, Ye ſhall be holy, ſeparated from ai, 13 
the aforementioned defilements, and entirely conſecrated 6 | 
my ſervice, be pure in heart, and adlive in obeying all my 
3 commands: for l the Lorp your God [am ] holy. Ye 
mall fear every man his mother, (/he is firſt mentioned, 
becauſe mojt apt to be deſpiſed,) and his father, and keep 
my ſabbaths: I am] the Lord your God. | 1 
4 Turn ye not unto idols, neither to worſhip them, nor to 
 Dook at them, nor make to yourſelves molten gods: J, 
1 ſeif- exilent ard eternal e a che Lox: your 
0 
5 And if ye offer a f. ice of peace olferings unto the 
Lob, ye fl ſhall offer it at your own will, t you think 
* proper but in the way which God hath preſcribed, and obſerv- | 
6 ing his directions. It ſhall be eaten the fame day ye offer Þ 16 
itt, and on the morrow: and if aught remain until the | 
7 third day, it ſhall be burnt in the fire. And if it be eaten 
at all on the third day, it [is] abominable: it ſhall not 
d be accepted. Therefore [every one] that eateth it ſhall | 
bear his iniquity, becauſe he hath profaned the hallowed | = 
thing of the Logp: and that foul ſhall be cut off fron 17 
among his people. 5 8 
9 And when ye reap the Jarveſl of your 1 chou ſhalt 
not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither ſhalt _ 
thou gather the gleanings of thy harveſt, «hat drops] 18 
Io gown by chance, And thou ſhalt not glean thy vine. 
Poard, neither ſhalt thou gather [every] grape of thy 
vineyard, ſingle grapes that do not grow in 291725 ; thou 
| ſhalt leave them for the poor and ſtranger : I [am] the 
LRD your God, who gave you this land, and . 
1 this charity, and that you be ready to pity and do good. 
11 Ye ſhall not ſteal, neither deal falſely, neither lie one] v 
ES to another upon my otcofi, on whatever, and particularly, not tong 
 therely and 
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er to defraud another. And ye ſhall not ſwear by my 
name falſely, neither ſhalt thou profane the name of thy 


SGod, by rofh, vain, unadviſed, needleſs, or falſe oaths, or 
any other abuſe of my name, by ufing it in common diſcourſe, 


_ wwhereby it might come into contempt ; for I [am] the Loy, 


Tam FEHOYVAH, and expect you to reverence my awfu, 5 


and venerable name. 


ther rob ſhim] by violence: the wages of him that is 


14 


Thou ſhalt not defraud thy aclghbonr by craft, nei 


hired ſhall not abide with thee all night until the morn- - 
ing, becauſe he is poor, and wants it for ſupport. Thou 


ſhalt not curſe the deaf, who cannot hear, nor put a 


ſtumbling block before the blind is make them fall, but | 


| ſhalt fear thy God: I ſam] the Lok, ho ſee and hear 
dat injury is done to theſe unhappy perſons, tho they do 


omg not, and I will reckon for them, and plead their cauſe. 


TY 


Ye ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in judgment : thou 


Y ſhalt not reſpect the perſon of the poor, nor honour the 


16 


perſon of the mighty : [but] in righteouſneſs ſhalt thou 


| judge thy neighbour; you are not 10 regard the quali- - 
 fications or conditions of men, but the merits of the SOR: - 


Thou ſhalt not go up and down [as] a talebearer among 5 | 


thy people, 40 pick up ftories here and there, and carry them 
about the country, to thy neighbour's hurt; * neither ſhalt 
thou ftand againſt the blood of thy neighbour, 20 do 


any ting againſt his life, particularly, not appear as a falje 
: accuſer or witneſs in courts of juſtice; I [am] the Lozy. 
17 


| ſhalt i in any wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, whatever ſcorn, 


Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou 


_ wrath, or loſs it may expoſe thee lo; therefore reprove him 


1 8 


Then he doeth wrong, and do not ſuffer fin upon him, 
be not acceſſory to his fin and run. Thou ſhalt not 
_ avenge, nor bear any grudge againſt the children of 


” thy people, but thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf : 
I [am] the Lok. This advice and command Was given by 
Vol 1; „„ os ol 


= Plato dared fack to pay er e and Job eſteemed. it his 
honour that he had never broken this law. 


b 


ang 


This is a very vile, but too common practice. One ot 


tongue hurts three perſons, ſay the Jews, the ſpeaker, the bearer, Y 


the perſon ſpoken of, 


EEYITTCUS AK: 
our Lord himſelf, Matt. v. 43. and he zells t Us < who f is mean! 
by our neighbour, Matt, xxii. 39. 


$9 - T8 mall keep my ſtatutes. Thou ſhalt not 0 thy 
cattle gender with a diverſe kind : thou ſhalt not ſow 


thy field with mingled feed : neither ſhall a garment 


mingled of linen and woollen come upon thee. Theſe 


things are mentioned, to teach them to abominate the mixtures 
for bidden i in the foregoing chapter, and to deter them from the 


idolatry of thoſe who uſed to Propagale Beterogentous cattle 
in honour of their gods. 


20 And whoſoever lieth carnally with a woman, dt lis 
3 bondmaid, betrothed to an huſband, and not at all 
redeemed, nor freedom given her; ſhe ſhall be ſcourg- 
ed; (the Hebrew ſignifies, there ſhall be a ſcourging, pro- 


bobly of both of them; ) they ſhall not be put to death, 


bhecauſe ſhe was not free, for then the puniſhment was death. 


21 And he ſhall bring his treſpaſs offering unto the Lokp, 


unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 


22 [even] a ram for a treſpaſs offering, And the prieſt ſhall 


make an atonement for him with the ram of the treſpaſs 


offering before the Lox for his fin which he hath 
done: and the 4 ſin which he hath Gone ſhall be en : 


him. 


23 And when ye ſhall come into "the land, and ſhall 


: have planted all manner of trees for food, chen ye ſhall 
count the fruit thereof as uncircumciſed, as unclean : 


three years ſhall it be as uncircumciſed unto you: it 


ſhall not be eaten of; in oppoſition to the cuſtom of the 


no heathen, who conſecrated the fruit to their gods. But in 
the fourth year all the fruit thereof ſhall be holy, given 
to the prieſts as firſt fruits, { and part of them was given to. 
the poor widows, fatherleſs, and ſtrangers, Deut. xiv. 28, 
29.) to praiſe the LoRD [withal,] by whoſe goodne(s and 
25 power the trees bring forth fruit to perfection. And in 


the fifth year ſhall ye eat of the fruit thereof, that 
it may yield unto you the increaſe thereof abundanthy, 


a5 reward of Jnr obedience : J [am] the Logp your 


God. 


-.. 40... Fe ſhall not eat any thing] with the blood: neither 


ſhall FS uſe enchantment, 3 0 pretend to dif- 
Cover 


29 


30 


31 


34 
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cover hidden things , y the ſuperſtitious uſe of 7 1 and cere- 
monies, or by obſervation of the flight of birds, or other con- 
tingencies; nor obſerve times, not count one day lucky, 
z7 another unlucky, in which to begin any work, Ye ſhall not 
round the corners of your heads, neither ſhalt thou 
mar the corners of thy beard, no! ſhave off the hair, in 
28 toben of exceſſive mourning, as the heathen did. Ye ſhall 
not make any cuttings in your fleſh for the dead, nor 
print any marks upon you, as /okens of idolatry, or ſuper= 
 fition: I [am] the Lox Do. 
29 Do not proſtitute thy daughter, to cauſe her to be 8 
whore, as the gentiles frequently did, in token of honour to © 
ſome of their idols; all thoſe things were practiſed by the 
heathen, and therefore wiſely for bidden zo the Ißraelites; leſt 
the land fall to whoredom, and the land become full of 
wickedneſs. 1 
39 Ye ſhall keep my Gbbachs free from rout pollu- 1 65 
18 tions, and reverence my ſanctuary, attend there with 
HH} /rrious, humble diſpoſitions of mind: I [am] the Lokp, who _ 
FF 7nhabit it, and expect all my worſhippers to be devout and - 
31 750. Regard not them that pretend to have familiar 
ſpirits, neither ſeek after wizards, hoſe who pretend to 


* 
1 


tel fartunes, or foretell future events, to be defiled by 
them: I [am] the Lok your God; nothing can nappen 
= Without me, and none ſhall be applied to but me. 


© $52 Thou ſhalt riſe up before the hoary head, and . 
Bhnonoür the face of the old man, or elder, perſons eminent 
Fer coiſclom, learning, and piety, and fear thy God: * 
(am] the LORD, who require this at thy Aae 5 
1 43 And if a ſtranger ſojourn with thee in your land, xe 
i 34 ſhall not vex or oppreſs him. [But] the ſtranger that N 
7 | dwelleth with you ſhall be unto you as one born a- 
| mong you, and thou ſhalt love him as thyſelf; for ye 
+ | were ſtrangers in 1 the land of Egy pe: 1 Lam] che 10RD 

, Four God. 5 

E 35 K k 2 e 35 ve 
| Roliaida is a friend to good manners; the ſear of God 
eaches all ſocial duty; and JuvenaL, an heathen, ſays, the ne- 
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35 Le ſhall do no unrighteouſneſs in F in 
36 meteyard, in weight, or in meaſure. Juſt balances, 


Juſt weights, a juſt ephah, and a juſt hin, ſhall ye have: 


I lam] the Loxp your God, which Rouge you out. of 
the land of Egypt. 

37 Therefore ſhall ye obſerve all my ſtatutes, and all 
my judgments, and do them: I [am] the Logp, your 
ſovereign, who have a right to your obedience, and am able 


0 make you happy, and TO reward Jour — and 


8 — 1 
REFLECTION. 


E U ande to be thankful Unt we are el 


from the burden of ceremonial precepts, and to 


be more careful in practiſing the moral ones. Let us ever 
remember what a great ſtreſs is laid upon them in the New 


Teſtament; and earneſtly pray, that God would write 


them upon our hearts, and make us willing and obedient. 
t to his glory, and our ering] joy. 


— dn — 


CHAP. XX. 


: 9, giving ſeed to  Molech 7 of <wizards ; 3 of curſing parents, Sc. 
N D the Lonp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Again, 


> pe thou ſhalt ſay to the children of Iſrael, Whoſo- 
ever [he be] of the children of Iſrael, or of the ſtrangers 


that ſojourn in Iſrael, that giveth [any] of his ſeed unto | 


_ Molech (ſee ch. xviii. 21.); he ſhall ſurely be put to 
death: the people of the land ſhall ſtone him with 


5 3 ſtones. And 1 will ſet my face againſt that man, and 


vill cut him off from among his people; becauſe he hath 
given of his ſeed unto Molech, to defile my ſanctuary, 
4 and to profane my holy name. And if the people of the 


land do any ways hide their eyes from the man, when 
he giveth of his ſeed unto Molech, and kill him not: 


5 Then I will ſet my face againſt that man, and againſt 
his family, and will cut him off by ſome afl n 
| | an 


Ic 


12 


13 


14 


17 


6 


8 
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and all that go a whoring after him, to commit whore - 
dom with Molech, from among their people. 

And the ſoul that turneth after ſuch as have familiar 
ſpirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, 
(fee ch, xix. 31.) I will even ſet my face againſt that 
foul, and will cut him off from among his people. 

Sanctify yourſelves therefore, and be ye holy: for 
I [am] the Lozp your God. And ye ſhall keep my 
| ſtatutes, and do them: I [am] the Lonp which ſanctify 
you, ſeparate you from the reſt of the world, and give you 
my ſpirit and grace to make you holy, 


3 Forevery one that curſeth his father or his mother 


| ſhall be ſurely put to death: he hath curſed his father 


or his mother; his blood [ſhall be] upon him. 


10 


And the man that committeth adultery with ¶ an- 


other] man's wife, [even he] that committeth adultery 
with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the adul- | 


11 


3 tereſs ſhall ſurely be put to death. 15 
And the man that lieth with his father's wit hath - 


| "noe his father's nakedneſs: both of them ſhall 


I» ſurely be put to death; their blood [ſhall be] upon 
them. And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both _ 


of them ſhall ſurely be put to death: they have wrought l 


I3 
_ woman, both of them have committed an abomina- 


tion: they ſhall ſurely. be put to death; their blood , 


14 


13 
48 


17 


confuſion; their blood [ſhall be] upon them. 
If a man alſo lie with mankind, as he lieth with "7 


{ſhall be] upon them. 
And if a man take a wife a hs imether. it Tis] g 


wickedneſs ; ; they ſhall be burnt with fire, both he and 1 


they; that there be no wickedneſs among you. 
And if a man lie with a beaft, he ſhall ſurely be put | 


to death: and ye ſhall ſlay the beaſt. And if a woman 1 


approach unto any beaſt, and lie down thereto, thou 
| ſhalt kill the woman and the beaſt : they ſhall ſurely 
be put to death; their blood [ſhall be] upon them. 
And if a man ſhall take his ſiſter, his father's daugh- 
ter, or his mother's daughter, and ſee her nakedneſs, 
and ſhe ſee his nakedneſs ; it [is] a wicked thing; and 


they ſhall be cut off in the fight of their people: he 


Kk z hath 


20 


— 23 
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5 hath uncovercd his ſiſter's nakedneſs; he ſhall bear his 


iniquity. And if a man ſhall le with a woman having | 


her ſickneſs, and ſhall uncover her nakedneſs ; he hath 


19 
| mother's ſiſter, nor of thy father's ſiſter : for he uncov- 
ercth his near kin: they ſhall bear their iniquity. And | 


ed his uncle's nakedneſs: they ſhall bear their ſin; they 
N | 
ther's wife, it [is] an unclean thing: he hath uncovered | 


_ diſcovered her fountain, and ſhe hath uncovered the 


fountain of her blood : and both of them ſhall be cut 
off from among their people. 


And thou ſhalt not uncover the edich of thy 


if a man ſhall lie with his uncle's wife, he hath uncover- 


ſhall die childleſs. And if a man ſhall take his bro- 


bis brother's nakedneſs; they ſhall be childleſs. 


6; 22 
Judgments, and do them: that the land, whither 1 


” 


| Ye ſhall therefore keep all my ſtatutes, and all my 


bring you to dwell therein, ſpue you not out, And ye 


ſhall not walk in the manners of the nation, which I caſt 


out before you: for they committed all theſe things, 


ant therefore [ abhorred them. But I have ſaid unto 


you, Ve ſhall inherit their land, and I will give it unto 
vou to poſit eſs it, a land that floweth with milk and 
honey: I [am] the Loxv your God, which have 


ſeparated you from [other] people. Ye ſhall therefore 


put difference between clean beaſts and unclean, and 
between unclean fowls and clean: and ye ſhall not make 


pour ſouls aboninable by beaſt, or by fowl, or by any 


7 : 
"that is a wizard, ſhall ſurely be pur to death: they ſhail 


which I have ſeparated from you as unclean. And ye 
be mine 
A man alſo or woman that hath a „ ſpirit, or 


ſtone them with ſtones ; their bl ood [ſhall be] upon 
them, | | 


mamanner of living thing that ereepeth on the ground, 
4206 

ſhall be holy unto me: for I the Lon [am] holy, and 

have ſevered you from e people, that ye ſhould 


* = 


To 
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CHAP. XXI. 
Of the priefts mourning, and marriages. 


N D the Loꝝp ſaid unto Moſes, Speak unto the 
prieſts the ſons of Aaron, to the inferior pricfts, 


and ſay unto them, There ſhall none be defiled for the 


83 


dead among his people, Ly attending a funeral, or affiſting 
ar tC hereby people contrafted a defilement of ſeven days, 
Numb. xix. 14, 16.) But for his kin, that is near unto 


him, [that is,] for his mother, and for his father, and 
for his ſon, and for his daughter, and for his brother, 


And for his ſiſter a virgin, that is nigh unto him, which 
hath had no huſband ; for her may he be defiled ; 77 is 


tas duty to bury and mourn for ſuch near kindred. | But) 


he ſhall not deſile himſelf, [being] a chief man among 


his people, /ince he is one in a more eminent ſtation than 
any of the people, to Pr rofane himſelf, make himſelf as a 


* 


common perſon and unclean, and fo unfit to execute lis office. 
They ſhall not make baldneſs upon their head, neither 


ſhall they ſhave off the corner of their beard, nor make = 


any cuttings in their fleſh. They ſhall be holy unto 
their God, always ready for his ſervice; and not profane 


the name of their God, not diſparage his ſervice by making 


it give way 10 ſuch ſlight occaſions : for the offerings of. 
the LoRD made by fire, [and] the bread of their God, 
they do offer : therefore they ſhall be holy. 


They ſhall not take a wife [that is] a whore, or 
profane; neither ſhall they take a woman put away 


from her huſband : for he [is] holy unto his God, 


8 Thou ſhalt ſanctify him therefore: for he offereth the 
bread of thy God: he ſhall be holy unto thee : for 4: 
the Lok, which ſanctify you [am] holy. 
: : ſelf by playing the whore, the profaneth her father, 
_ expoſes his perſon and once. to contempt : the ſhall be burnt | 
with fire. 
185 


And the daughter of any prieſt, if ſhe * hots 


Ard [he that is] the high prieft among 175 brethren, 


5 whoſe head the anointing oil was poured, and chat 


88 conſecrated to PR on the garments, ſhall not uncover 


LES | | hi 
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- + 8 head, nor rend his clothes, /hall not put off has milre, 


| to put on a mourning habit, but continue in the exerciſe of his 


11 office; Neither ſhall he go in to any dead body, nor defile 


12 himſelf for his father, or for his mother; Neither ſhal] 
he go out of the ſanctuary, nor profane the ſanctuary of 


his God; for the crown of the anointing oil of his God : 


5 . lis] upon him: I ſam] the LOoR D. 
13 14 And he ſhall take a wife in her virginity. A 


widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, [or] an har- 
lot, theſe ſhall he not take: but he ſhall take a virgin 


35 of his own people, of ſome of the tribes of Ifracl, (Ezek. 
13 xliy. 22.) to wife. Neither ſhall he profane th ſeed 


among his people, ſhall not render his ſons unfit for the 
Prrieſtiy office, by marrying any here Fabi. for 1 the 


_ Lord do ſanctify him. 


16 17 And the LoR ſpake unto Moſes, faying, Speak 


| unto Aaron, ſaying, Whoſoever [he be] of thy ſeed 


- in their generations that hath [any] blemiſh, let him 
18 not approach to offer the bread = his God. © For 


whatſoever man [he be] that hath a blemiſh, he ſhall 
not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or he that 
19 hath a flat noſe, or any thing ſuperfluous, Or a man 
20 that is broken footed, or broken handed, Or crook 
backed, or a dwarf, or that hath a blemiſh in his eye, oi 
21 be ſeurvy, or ſcabbed, or hath his ſtones broken; No 
man that hath a blemiſh of the ſeed of Aaron the prieſt 


ſhall come nigh to offer the offerings of the Lon p made 


by fire: he hath a blemiſh ; he ſhall not come nigh to 
22 offer the bread of his God. He ſhall eat the bread ol 
his God, [both] of the moſt holy, and of the holy: 7 


voluntary weakneſſes debar not from benefit by Ka oe 
TY 23 Only he ſhall not go in unto the vail, nor come nigh 


unto the altar, becauſe he hath a blemiſh ; that he pro- 
fane not my ſanctuaries: for I the Lonp do ſanctify 
| 24 them. And Moſes told [it] unto Aaron, and to his 

| ſons, and unto all the children of Iſrael. 


CHAP. 


This may wack all chriflians, efoecially miniſters, what purity 


and perfection of heart and life they thould labour after; and thai 
notorious blemiſhes, either in the mind or converſation, ren der A 


man unfit for the miniiterial office. 5 


aw > 


10 
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CHAP, XXIL 
= hen the priefts are to abſtain from hol things. 


| N D the Lozp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
I unto Aaron and to his ſons, that they ſeparate 
| themſelves from the holy things of the children of Iſ- 
rael, when they are under any defilement, and that they 
way profane not my holy name | in thoſe things] which they 
3 hallow unto me: I [am] the Logp. Say unto them, 
Whoſoever ſhe be] of all your ſeed among your gene- 
_ rations, that goeth unto the holy things, 70 eat of, or 
touch the ſacrifices, which the chen of Iſrael hallow 
_ unto the Lob, having his uncleanneſs upon him, that 
ſoul! ſhall be cut off from my preſence: I [am] the 
4 Loxp. What man ſoever of the ſeed of Aaron [is] a 
| leper, or hath a running iſſue; he ſhall not eat of the 
| Holy things, until he be clean, And whoſo toucheth | 
any thing [that is] unclean [by] the dead, or a man 
= 5 Whoſe ſeed goeth from him; Or whoſoever toucheth _ 
any creeping thing hat is dead, whereby he may be 
made unclean, or a man of whom he may take unclean- 

6 neſs, whatſoever uncleanneſs he hath; The foul which 
hath touched any ſuch ſhall be uhckan until even, and 
| ſhall not eat of the holy things, unleſs he waſh his fleſh 
: A with water. And when the ſun is down, he ſhall be 

ny clean, and ſhall afterward eat of the holy things; becauſe 
8 it [is] his food. That which dieth of itſelf, or is torn 
1 with beaſts,] he ſhall not eat to defile himſelf therewitn: 
91 lam] the Loxb. They ſhall therefore keep mine 
= © d ordinance, left they bear fin for it, and die therefore, 
h 5 8 they profane it: I the Lord do ſanctify them. 5 
„ 10 There ſhall no ſtranger eat [of] the holy thing: a 
fy 185 9 0 ourner of the prieſt, or an hired ſervant, ſhall = | 
9 11 eat [of] the holy thing. But if the prieſt buy ſany] 
8 foul with his money, he ſhall eat of it, and he that is 
b 12 born in his houſe: they ſhall eat of his meat. If the 
pirieſt's daughter alſo be [married] unto a ſtranger, ſhe 
ih 313 may not eat of an offering of the holy things. But if 
the prieft's daughter be a widow, or divorced, and have 


no 


— 
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no child, and is ed unto her Father 8 3 as 112 


her youth, ſhe ſhall eat of her father's meat: but there 
ſhall no ſtr anger eat thereof. 


14 And if a man eat [of] the holy ng unwittingly, 


then he ſhall put the fifth [part] thereof unto it, and 


mal give [1t] unto the prieſt with the holy thing, hat is, 
15 with 75 value of it. And they, whether prieſts or people, 


| ſhall not profane the holy things of the children of Iſ- 
16 rael, which they offer unto the LOD; Or ſuffer them to 
bear the iniquity of treſpaſs, when they eat their holy 
things; hat is, the priefts ſhall not ſuffer the people to incur 


| any guilt in theſe 1 + for 1 the Logy do ſanRify 
them. 


17 18 And the Lorp foake unto | Moſes, ſaying, Speak 
unto Aaron, and to his ſons, and unto all the children 
of Ifrael, and ſay unto them, Whatſoever [he be] of 


the houſe of Iſrael, or of the ſtrangers in Iſrael, pro 
fits or converted gentiles, that will offer his oblation 


26 


28 


for all his vows, and for all his freewill offerings, which 3 


they will offer unto the Loan for a burnt offering; 
19 [Ye ſhall offer] at your own will, «what and when you 
pleaſe, a male without blemiſh, of the beeves, of the 
0 ſheep, or of the goats. [But] whatſoever hath a ble- | 
miſn, [that] ſhall ye not offer: for it ſhall not be ac- 

21 ceptable for you. And whoſoever offereth a ſacrifice | 


of peace offerings unto the Lozp to accompliſh [hrs] 


vo, or a freewill offering in beeves or ſheep, it ſhall 
be perfect to be accepted; there ſhall be no blemiſh 
22 therein. Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a 
wien, or ſcurvy, or ſcabbed, ye ſhall not offer theſe unto 
the Logp, nor make an offering by fire of them upon 
23 the altar unto the Lok D. Either a bullock or a lamb 
tthat hath any thing ſuper fluous or lacking in his parts, 
SL mayeſt thou offer for] a freewill offering; but for 
24 a vow it ſhall not be accepted. Ye ſhall not ofer 


unto the Lonp that which is bruiſed, or cruſhed, 


brcken, or cut; neither ſhall ye make [any ons 1 
235 thereof } in your land. Neither from a ſtranger's hand 
| ſhall ye offer the bread of your God of: any of theſe; 
becauſe their corruption is] 3 J in them, they are vicious and 


| unſafu. 


0 
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unlawful ſacrifices, [and] blemiſhes be]! in them: they ; 


ſhall not be accepted for you. 


26 27 And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, When 


a bullock, or a ſheep, or a goat, is brought forth, 
then it ſhall be ſeven days under the dam; and from 


the eighth day and thenceforth it ſhall be accepted . 
28 an offering made by fire unto the Loxp. And [whether 
itt be] cow or ewe, ye ſhall not kill it and her young 
prep both i in one day. 

29 And when ye will offer a e of chank ring 
30 unto the Logo, offer [it] at your own will. On the ſame 


day it ſhall be eaten up; ye ſhall leaye none of it until 
the morrow : I [am] the Lox. 


31 Therefore ſhall ye keep my commandments, and do 


32 them: I [am] the Loxp, Neither ſhall ye profane my 


holy name; but I will be hallowed among the children 
33 of Iſrael: I [am] the Lokp which hallow you, That 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, to — your | 


— 1 — the Log. 


c I A . XXIII. 


07 ſeveral feaſts and the doy of glonement. Some account has 
| been given of theſe in various pre before, but here they are 


all related together. 


7 for my worſhip, [even] theſe [are] my feaſts,* 


Six days ſhall work be done: but the ſeventh day 
lis] tl the ſabbath of reſt, an e convocation; ye ſhall. 
> 43-00 


” There were many feats.” among their neighbours. kept in 


honour of their gods; therefore thele were eſtabliſhed, The peo- 
ple came to theſe feaſts, not merely to attend ſacrifices, but to 
do publick honour to God; to ſhow reverence for his adminit- 
tration; to promote brotherly love; keep up acquaintance with 
cach other, and to een any from running into idolatry, 


ND the Lend 0 unto Moſes, i Speak 
2 [1 unto the children of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, 
"Concerning the feaſts of the Lokp, which ye ſhall _ 


| prochim [to be] holy convocations, times to meet to- 
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do no work [therein 18 lis] the fabbath of the Loy 
in all your dwellings, 


| 4 Theſe [are] the feaſts of the Loxp, ſeven] holy con- 
5 vocations, which ye ſhall proclaim in their ſeaſons. In 


the fourteenth [day] of the firft month at even n Lis] the 


_ _ Lony's paſlover. 

6 And on the fifteenth day of the fame month [is] 

the feaſt of unleavened bread unto the Logo : ſeven 

7 days ye muſt eat unleavened bread. In the firſt day ye 

| ſhall have an holy convocation: ye ſhall do no ſervile 

8 work therein. But ye ſhall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD ſeven days: in the ſeventh day lis 


an holy convocation: ye ſhall do no ſervile work | 


[therem.'}] 


9 10 And the Lon fake a unto Moſes, ſaying, Speak 


unto the children of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, When 
ye be come into the land which 1 give unto you, and 


| ſhall reap the harveſt thereof, then ye ſhall bring a 


ſheaf, or handful, of the firſt fruits of your harveſt un- 
11 to the prieſt: And he ſhall wave the ſheaf before the 
Lord, to be accepted for you, that God may accept of 


you, and bleſs you in the reſt of your harveſt : on. the mor- 
; 12 row after the ſabbath the prieſt ſhall wave it. And ye 


| ſhall offer that day when ye wave the ſheaf an he lamb 


| without blemiſh of the firſt year for a burnt offering un- 


1 3 to the Load. And the meat offering thereof [ſhall be] 
two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offer- 


ing made by fire unto the Loxp [for] a ſweet favour : 
and the drink offering thereof [ſhall be] of wine, the 


14 fourth [part] of an hin. And ye ſhall eat neither 


| bread, nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the ſelf- 
fame day that ye have brought an offering unto your 


| God: [it ſhall be] a ſtatute for ever e your 


generations in all your dwellings. 


3 15 And ye ſhall count unto you from the morrow after © 


WA the fabbath, from the day that FE og the ſheaf of 
the 


F Dieſfvg food and journeying were allowed on other days 0¹ 
reſt, but were forbidden on the ſabbath. : 


E They were to eat none of their new corn till ſome part of it 


had veen offered to God. 


16 


20 


21 
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the wave offering; ſeven ſabbaths ſhall be complete: 


16 Even unto the morrow after the ſeventh ſabbath ſhall 


ye number fifty days; and ye ſhall offer a new meat 
7 offering unto the Lok Db. Ye ſhall bring out of your 
|  habitations two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they 
ſhall be of fine flour; they ſhall be baken with leaven; 
[they are] the firſt fruits of the wheat harveſt unto the 
18 Lorp. And ye ſhall offer with the bread feven lambs 
without blemiſh of the firſt year, and one young bullock, 
and two rams: they ſhall be for] a burnt offering un- 
to the Logp, with their meat offering, and their drink 
offerings, [even] an offering made by fire, of ſweet 


19 favour unto the Logd, Then ye ſhall ſacrifice one kid 


of the goats for a fin offering, and two lambs of the firſt 


20 year for a ſacrifice of peace offerings. And the prieſt 


| ſhall wave them with the bread of the firſt fruits [for] a 
wave offering before the Lokb, with the two lambs: 


21 they ſhall be holy to the Loxp for the prieſt. And ye 
n alt proclaim on the ſeli-ſame day, [that] it may be an 


holy convocation unto you: ye ſhall do no ſervile work 
Itherein: it ſhall be] a ſtatute for ever in all your | 
dwellings throughout your generations,” 


22 And when ye reap the harveſt of your land; thou | 


ſhalt not make clean riddance of the corners of thy 


E field when thou reapeſt, neither ſhalt thou gather any | 


gleaning of thy harveſt: thou ſhalt leave them unto the 
; pore and to the firanger: 1 [am] the LogD your | 
i God. „ 


a 1 WE" Pentecoſt, das "HE I "Car. xvi. 9 or, Ye Feat 


af Weeks, Deut. xvi. 10. It was about the middle of May. 
i This feaſt was only obſerved one day; probably becauſe ijt 


was a buſy time, at the beginning of their whear harveſt, It 
was kept in remembrance of their coming out of Egypt, and 
the giving of the law at this ſeaſon. Dedicating their firſt fruits 


to God, was a natural acknowledgment of his univerſal. provi- 
dence; the heathen had ſuch a "cuſtom among them. It was 
wiſely appointed, that at this feaſt the Spirit ſhould be poured 
out on the apoſtles, becauſe multitudes of jews were then at 


Jeruſalem; the days were at the longeit; the roads beſt, and 


great numbers attended beſides the men. The promulgation of 
the goſpel anſwered to that of the law; and as the firſt fruits 
were then preſented, fo the firſt fruits of the chriſtian church 


were then ae in and preſented to God. 


209 Gos. 


they dwelt in booihs or tabernacles, v. 43* 
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23 24 And the Lorp ſpake unto Moſes, faying, Speab 
unto the children of Iſrael, ſaying, In the ſeventh 


month, in the firſt [day } of thi month, ſhall ye have 


4 ſabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy 
25 convocation.- Ye ſhall do no ſervile work [therein : ;] 
but pe ſhall offer an offering made 5 fire unto the 


„e 


426 7 And the Lonp ſpake unto Moſes, King Alſo 
on the tenth [day] of this ſeventh month there ſhall 


be] a day of atonement: (ch. xvi. 30. Num. xxix. 7.) it 
ſhall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye ſhall 
afflict your ſouls with faſting, and bitter repentance for all 


your fins, but eſpecially national fins, and offer an offering 


28 made by fire unto the Lox D. And ye ſhall do no work 
in that ſame day: for it [is] a day of atonement, to 
make an atonement for you before the Lox p your 
For whatſoever ſoul [it be} that ſhall not be 
afflicted in that ſame day, he ſhall be cut off from 

30 among his people. And whatſoever ſoul [it be] that 


doeth any work in that ſame day, tho' it eſcape the oye | 
and judgment of man, it ſhall not eſcape my judgment, for 


the ſame ſoul will I deftroy from among his people. 


31 Ye ſhall do no manner of work: {it ſhall be] a ſtatute 
for ever throughout your generations in all your dwell- 


It [ſhall be] unto you a ſabbath of reſt, and ye 


"IN: 1ngs. | 


hall afflict your ſouls: in the ninth [day] of the month 


at even, beginning to do it then, and ending on the tenth 
day at even, v. 27. from _m unto even, ſhall ye cele- © | 


brate your ſabbath 


33 34 And the Logp ſpak © unto Moſes,” ping, Speak 


unto the children of Iſrael, Rying The fifteenth day 


of this ſeventh month [ſhall be ] the feaſt of tabernacles 


5 35 for] ſeven days unto the Loxp. On the firſt day [ſhal! | 
dar, ye ſhall do no ſervile work 
36 cherein⸗ ] Seven days ye ſhall offer an offering made | 

f * 


* This was the fir day 1 their new civil year, and it was 


be] an holy convocation: 


introduced with a peculiar ſolemnity, called the Feaſt of 'Trumpets, 
I Alt this feaſt they were to make booths, or arbours; in re- 
membrance of God's protection of them in the wilderneſs, when 
and to ſhow their 
thankfulneſs tor the fruits now reaped, Deut. xvi. 13, 14. 


ö 
|» 


Ty 


bly; [and] 
37 


Fries. . 


by fire unto the Log D: on che eighth day ſhall be an 


holy convocation unto you; and ye ſhall Hin an offer- 
ing made by fire unto the Loky : it is] a ſolemn aſſem- 


ye ſhall do no fervile work therein.“ 


Theſe [are] tic feaſts of the Lok p, which ye ſhall pro- 
claim [to be] holy convocations, to offer an offering. 
made by fire unto the Loep, a burnt offering and a 


meat offering, wn ICTs and drink offerings, every 


thing upon his day: Beſides the ſabbaths of the Lok, 


and beſides your gifts, and beſides all your vows, and 


beſides all your free-will offerings, which ye give unto 
the Loxp. Allo in the fftcenth day of the ſeventh 


month, when ye. have gathered 1 in the fruit of the land,” 


ye ſhall keep a feaſt unto the LORD iever days: on the 
Hirt day [ſhall be] a ſabbath, and on th 2 eighth day 
ſhall be] a ſabbath. And ye ſhall take 700 on the firſt 


day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees 
and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the 


brook; and ye ſhall rejoice before the Lox D your God 


ſeven days, in remembrance of former deliverances, (v. 43.) 


for your preſent bleſſings, (Deut. XVI. 15˙0 and in ex. 
 peftation of future good things. And ye ſhall Keep 5 


41 


42 


feaſt unto the LORD ſeven. days in the year, [It ſhall 


be] a ſtatute for ever in your generations : ye ſhall 
celebrate it in the ſeventh month. Ye ſhall dwell in 


| booths ſeven a % al chat are Iſraclites born ſhali 


dwell 


W On this day they —— out of the booths into their 


honſes again, and ſo it denoted their ſettlement in the land of 


Canaan, after their forty years' abode in the wilderneſs. In the 


later years of the jewiſh ſtate there were ſome circumſtances ad. 
ded, which were not of divine inſtitution; particularly, a cuſtom. 

of pouring water, drawn from the pool of Siloam, on the altar; 
ome ſay, as an acknowledgment of God's goodneſs. in giving 


them rain; others ſay, of their drinking water in the wilderneſs: 


but rather, in token of their deſire and expettation of the effuſion | 
For pouring out of the Spirit in the days of the Meſſiah. Or that 


Jeſus flood and cried, ſaying, If ny man 
thir/t, let him come unto me and drink. Tohn vii. 


great day of the feaſt, 


8 © 


Not corn, which was gathered 1ong before, but of vines, 
blives, &c. "ERR called the Feaſt of Ingathering, Exod. xxiii. 16. 
* Theſe in Jeruſalem were made on the top: of houſes, in 
taurt Tärdt, in gardens, in the ſtreets, &c. 
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43 dwell in booths: That your generations may know that 


1 made the children of Iſrael to dwell in booths, when! 


brought them out of the land of Egypt: I [am] the 
44 Logp your God. And Moſes declared unto the child. 
ren of ae the feaſts of the Logp. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. ROM bende we learn, that it is our l duty to 1 

T vote a conſiderable part of our time to God's 
ſervice; he is the author of our life, and of all our com- 
forts; and therefore ſhould be ſerved with the beſt, Let 
us not grudge him that time which ſhould be appropriated 
to his worſhip; but redeem ſome part of every day for 
religious purpoſes. We are under peculiar obligations to 


N keep the fabbath holy, becauſe no other time is made ſacred 


under the goſpel. The Jews obſerved it from evening till 
evening, that is, the whole day; and it is reaſonable that 


wee ſhould devote the whole of it to God. Let us remem- 


ber, as it is obſerved v. 30. that whatſorver ſoul it be that 
doeth any work in that day, the ſame ſoul will J deftroy from 
among his people. God obſerves if we do any unneceſſary 
work, and, tho? it may not be taken notice of by human 
laws, he will call us to an account for it. Ye ſhall keep the 
ſabbatlli in all your dwellings not only in God's houſe, but 
alſo in your own. This is a moſt important law; public 
ordinances do little good, without the fear and worthup of 
the Lord in our own dwellings. 

2. Let us commemorate the greater and more e importarit 
mercies which God hath granted to us, The Iſraelites had 
deliverance from Egypt, but we have deliverance from fin 
and Satan. They had the paſſover, but Chriſt, our paſſover, i: 
 facrificed for us; therefore let us keep the feaſt with the unleave:- 
ed bread of ſincerity and truiſi. They had their pentecoſt ; let 
us remember the effuſion of the ſpirit. They had their fealt 


of tabernacles; let us acknowledge the goodneſs of God to ſl _ 


us, while paſling thro this world; in feeding and clothing 
us, guiding us by his providence,. and giving us views of 
the heavenly Canaan. They had their day of atonement ; 


let us remember the great atonement, the ſacrifice of Chriit, 
| | to 


Lo r 


c 
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to which the ſacrifices under the law had regard, and were 


defigned to typify. 
Let us honour the Lowd with our ſubſtance, as we 


 defire his blefling. They offered their firſt fruits to God ; 
let us acknowledge his goodneſs and mercy in the bleflings 
of harveſt, and our plentiful proviſions ; nor let us forget to 


do good and to communicate, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well | 


pleaſed. It was attended with great expenſe to come to theſe 
feaſts at Jeruſalem, where lodgings and proviſions were 


ſcarce and dear, as a conſiderable part of their cattle were 


taken with them to be uſed for ſacrifices. Since we are 
delivered from all theſe expenſive rites, let us grudge no- 
thing that we can do for God, his cauſe, or people, and 
for his miniſters too. This is the way to obtain his bleſſing, 
which maketh rich, and addeth 1 no ſorrow with 1 it. 


„ 


CHAP. XXIV. 


; n this 1 we have directions about the lamps and the 2 5 


Bread for the ſanftuary ; ; and the conviction and execution . a 
— Vlaſphemer, Se. 


\ ND the Lozy foake unto Moſes, Ges Cam 5 
mand the children of Iſrael, that they bring unto 

"-thes, at the publick charge, pure oil olive beaten, run 
From the olive, juſt bruiſed, and nat ſqueezed or preſſed in a 

mill, for the ke to cauſe the lamps to burn continu- 


5 8 8 every night, Without the vail of the teſtimony, 


in the tabernacle of the congregation, ſhall Aaron and 

tas family, all the prieſts, order it from the evening wo 5 

the morning before the Lon p continually: 2 al! 
e ſhall 


4 be] a ſtatute for ever in your — oa | 


border the lamps upon the pure candleſtick, the candle- 
Bw of pure gold, before the Loxp continually. 0: 5 
And thou ſhalt take fine flour, and bake twelve cakes 
thereof, anſwerable to the number of the twelve tribes re- 
Vol. I. e et 


„ Some think the lamps burned all day, as well as all night, 5 
becaule. there were no windows in the tabernacle. 
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preſented by them : two tenth deals ſhall be in one cake. 

6 And thou ſhalt ſet them in two rows, fix on a row, upon | 

the pure table before the Logn, ou the table covered 

7 wth pure gold. And thou ſhalt put pure frankincenſe 
upon [each] row, that it may be on the bread for a 

memorial, [even] an offering made by fire unto the 

8 Lorp.* Every ſabbath he ſhall ſet it in order before 

WE Lonb continually, it fall be renewed every ſabbath 

by the priefis who miniſter in their courſes, [being taken] 

from the children of Iſrael, at the common expenſe, by 

an everlaſting covenant between God and them, in which 

they engaged to obſerve theſe laws, (1 Chron. ix. 32.) 

9 And it ſhall be Aaron's and his ſons'; and they ſhall 

__ eat it in the holy place, after it hath ſtood a week upon 

_ the table before the Lord: for it [is] moſt holy unto him 

of the offerings of the Logp made by fire by a per- 

petusl ſtatute.” | 

10 And the fon of an Ifraelitiſn woman, whoſe Hier 

was] an Egyptian, went out among the children of 20 

. Ifrael, came with them out of Egypt, and this ſon of the 

Ĩ.fraelitiſn woman] and a man of Iſrael ſtrove together 


in the camp; we are not told the ground of their quarrel, | 

11 but the contention grew warm; And the Iiraelitiſh wo- J 22 

man's fon blaſphemed the name [of the Lok p,] and | 
curſed, uttered ſome reproachful ſpeeches in his fury againſt | 

God, (v. 15, 16.) And they brought him unto Moſes: 2 ; 


(.and his mother's name [was! Shelomith, the daughter 

12 of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan;) And they put him in 
ward, that the mind of the Loxbp might be ſhowed 

them; there being then no particular law againſt blaſphemy, 

13 Moſes ſought direction from God. And the Lokp ſpake 

14 unto Moſes, ſaying, Bring forth him that hath curſed 
 __ Without the camp, as an unclean thing; and let all that BY 
EEG - heard (hum) ups their hands 20% his heads to mark out ( 
„ ä VV 
| 2 When the bread \ was eaten this was to TY burned, probably Gor 

k on the altar of incenſe. ' 

1 r God being King of the Town: She * han Tae BY was BER palace, 
the prieſts his ſervants; the lamps were to light his palace, the | 
_ Incenſe to perfume it; the ſacrifices and ſhew bread were the | +» 


' proviſions of his houſe and table, and the prieſts, as God's houſe -in t 
hold and ſervants, | were to partake of hat came from his table. God 
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the man, and give evidence againſt him to denote that having 
 wwiineſſed nothing but the truth, they were free from his blood, 
_ which therefore muſt be on his own head ; and to imply that 
e was to be a ſacrifice to the juſtice of God; and let all 


15 the congregation ſtone him. And thou ſhalt ſpeak unto 


the children of Iſrael, ſaying, Henceforth this ſhall be the 
law in all ſuch caſes, derer curſeth his God ſhall bear 
16 his ſin. And he that blaſphemeth the name of the 
Lox, he ſhall ſurely be put to death, [and] all the 
_ congregation ſhall certainly ſtone Hin as well the 
ſtranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blaſ- 


phemeth the name [of the Lonp,] hall be put to 


death.“ 


17 And he that killeth any man ſhall furely be put to 
death. 


18 And he that killeth a beaſt ſhall make it ponds beaſt 


19 for beaſt. And if a man cauſe a blemiſh in his neigh- ; 


bour; as he hath done, ſo ſhall it be done to him; 
20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he 


| hath cauſed a blemith in a man, fo ſhall it be done to 


21 him [again.] And he that killeth a beaſt, he ſhall re- 
tore it: and he that killeth a man, he ſhall be put to 

22 death. Ye ſhall have one manner of law, as well for 
the ſtranger, as for one of your own country: for 1 

| [am] the Loxp your God. See Exodus xxi. 

2 3 And Moſes ſpake to the children of Iſrael, that they 
ſhould bring forth him that had curſed out of the camp. 
and ſtone him with ſtones. And the children of Iſrael = 
did as the Loy commanded Moſes. . 


REFLECTIONS. 


8 REA T 3 is done to chriſtian e 5 
when they are called to prepare light and food 


for 88. people. The prieſts were appointed to ſerve in 
God's temple. 


The chriſtian miniſtry is an excellent and 
ee office, FFiignes to enlighten men's minds, and 
5 feed 


e The. ranger was not obliged to worſhip God. in - their way; 
in this he was left to his own choice; but if he blaſphemed the 
9 of Iſrael, he was to be pot to Heath. 
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feed them with the word of God. In order to this, they 
| ſhould ſhine with knowledge and burn with zeal; they 


ſhould be the light of God's ſanctuary , inuminade the 
mind, warm the heart, and endeavour to turn men from 


darkneſs to light. They are ſtewards of God's houſe; 

ſhould provide bread for his people, and ſhould take care 
to feed them with pure wheat, not with chaff; ſpeaking 
the word of God faithfully ; warning every man, and prov- 


in 4 themſelves to be workmen that need not to be aſhamed. 


. Let us learn to a& with caution in every important 5 
5 affair, and earneſtly deſire to know the mind of God in it: 
thus Moſes did. We have no warrant to expect extra- 
ordinary revelation, have no oracle to conſult, but the 


law and the teſtimony. Let us then attend to the voice of 


providence, and compare it with his word. It is eſpecially 
the duty of judges and magiſtrates to deliberate in the af. 
fairs of blood, and obſerve what the law of God requires, 
and what will be for the welfare of ſociety. We have great 
encouragement to acknowledge God 1n all our Ways, and to 


hope that he will direct our Ps. But the Princip aluſe of 
this paſſage of ſcripture is 


3. That we learn to treat the name Saf God and religion 
with the greateſt reverence. Profane ſwearing, and taking 
the name of God in vain, are moſt ſcandalous abomina- 


tions, ſuch as ſhould grieve every pious heart. Thoſe 
bold tranſgreſſors we ſhould courageouſly reprove, and en- 


deavour to bring them to that puniſhment which our laws | 


have appointed; and not hear the ſacred name of God 
blaſphemed with ſilence. Let us guard againft every thing 


that borders on this enormous crime. In order to avoid 
itt, let us guard againſt pride and paſſion. It is not a ſuf- | 
ficient excuſe for ſwearing or curſing, that it was done in a 


paſſion, or to ſay, I was provoked.” Paſſion leads men to 
forget religion and reaſon too; but God abhors, and will 
- puniſh ſuch tranſgreſſors. Let us never allow ourſelves to 


Sn Feſt, with the word or worſhip of God, or any thing ſerious 


and ſacred. It is the light, irreverent uſe of his ſacred name, 
that leads men into a negle& and contempt of him. It is 
trifling with thoſe ſolemn words, ſalvation and damnation, 
that makes men neglect the former, and r run headlong 8 
| | | the 


country. 
tongue and their doings are againſt the Lord, 40 provoke the eyes 
F his glory. Iſa. iii. 8. Let us reſolve to take heed unto our 
ways, that we ſin not with our tongues ; for as the apoſtle ex- 


Fames i. 26. If any man among you ſeem to be re- 
: . ang bridleth not his gee, that n mans 8 is vain. 


preſſeth it, 


: 5 any work of huſbandry. 
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the latter. Theſe ſins of the tongue, threaten the ruin of our 


Feruſalem is ruined and Judah is fallen; becauſe their 


— ——_— n bs 


—— — 
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CHAP. xxv. „. 
of the ſabbatical year, and the year of jubile. 


ND the Logp ſpake unto Moſes in mount Sinai, 
in the plain about it, where Iſrael ſtill encamped, 


———_— 


| "4: faying, Speak unto the children of Iſrael, and lay unt 


them, When ye come into the land which I give you, 
then ſhall the land keep a ſabbath unto the LORD; not 


the firſt year, but probably the ſeventh year after their ſettling 5 


0 in it. Six years thou ſhalt ſow thy field, and fix years | 


thou ſhalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit 


| 4 thereof; But in the ſeventh year ſhall be a ſabbath of 


_ reſt unto the land, a ſabbath for the Loa p: thou ſhalt. 
neither ſow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard, not do 
That which groweth of its own 
accord of thy harveſt thou ſhalt not reap for thy own 
private uſe, but in common with others, neither gather the 
grapes of thy vine undreſſed, but ſhare them in common 
_ with thy neighbours: 


thy ſervant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired ſer- 
vant, and for thy ſtranger that ſojourneth with thee, 
* And for thy cattle, and for the beaſt that t {are} i in thy 
land, l the inereaſe thereof be meat. 55 5 
1 1 . And ; 
Li It was a proof of ha 11 fruitfulneſs of the land, 
that it ſhould be ſufficient to lie fallow once in ſeven years ; 


whereas prudence would certainly have dictated that different 


parts ſhould lie fallow in different years. The appointment, that 


the whole ſhould lie untilled every ſeventh year, ſeems allo to have 


been intended as an exerciſe of their faith, and a conſtant pledge 
of the divine care. 


5 [for] it is a year of reſt unto the 
; 6 land. And the ſabbath of the land, the fruits of tis 
| ſabbatical year, ſhall be meat for you; for thee, and for 
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8 And thou ſhalt number ſeven ſabbaths of years unto. 
thee, ſeven times ſeven years; and the ſpace of the ſeven 
fabbaths of years ſhall. he unto thee forty and nine years. 
9 Then ſhalt thou cauſe the trumpet of the jubile to found,” _ 
on the tenth day] of the ſeventh month, in the day of 
- atonement ſhall ye make the trumpet ſound throughout 
all your land, that is, the jubile ſhall begin from the day of | 
10 atonement. And ye ſhall hallow the fiftieth year, not he 
forty ninth, (as ſome learned men think,) but preciſely the 
 fiftieth year, and proclaim liberty throughout [all] the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof, 1/raehres, chiefly ſer- 
wants and the poor, Who were now acquitted from all their 
debts, and reſtored to their poſſeſſions z, it ſhall be a jubile 
_unto you; and ye ſhall return every man unto his poſ- | 
ſeſſion, and ye ſhall return every man unto his family.” 
11 A jubile ſhall that fiftieth year be unto you : ye ſhall 
not ſow, neither reap that which groweth of itſelf in it, 
„ gather {the grapes] in it of the vine undreſſed. 
12 For it [is] the jubile; it ſhall be holy unto you, dedi- 
cated 10 God, and to the exerciſe of holy joy and thonkfulneſs : 
pe ſhall eat the increaſe thereof out of the field, that is, 
13 what it produces of itſelf. In the year of this jubile ye | 
; ſhall return every man unto his poſſeſſion. 
14 And if thou ſell aught unto thy neighbour, or buyeſt 5 
7. [aught] of thy neighbour's hand, ye ſhall not oppreſs 
bone another, neither by ſelling too dear, nor buying too | 
15 cheap: According to the number of years after the jubile 2 
thou ſhalt buy of thy neighbour, and] according unto 
the number 5 years of the fruits he ſhall ſell unto thee : 
16 According to the multitude of years thou ſhalt increaſe | 
the price thereof, and according to the fewneſs of years 
thou ſhalt diminiſh the price of it: for [according] to 
OG the number is the ee of the fruits doth he fell 


unto | 


W I was 3 called 7 jubile, er it was introduced 
by the ſound of a trumpet, and other expreſons of joy. 
| „ This was deſigned to keep the tribes diltin ; to preſerve 
| their genealogies clear, that the MecMah inight be known; to 
prevent the ill conſequences of avarice and prodigality; that 
families might not be impoveriſhed. by loling their eſtates ; and 
o Wer them on a nearer equality wich one another. 


a: 
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17 unto thee. Ye ſhall not therefore oppreſs one beer ? 
but thou ſhalt fear thy God; for 1 NS the LORD 
your God. 


1 8 Wherefore ye ſhall do my ö and keep m 


judgments, and do them; and ye ſhall dwell in the 
19 land in ſafety. And the land ſhall yield her fruit, and 
20 ye ſhall eat your fill, and dwell therein in ſafety. And 
if pe Mall fay,. What ſhall we eat the ſeventh year? 


behold, we ſhall not ſow, nor gather in our increaſe : 


4 1 Then 1 will command my bleſſing upon you in the ſixth 


year, and it ſhall bring forth fruit for three years.“ 


bi; 22 And ye ſhall {ow the eighth year, and eat [yet] of old _ 
fruit until the ninth year; until her fruits come in ye 


hall eat [of] the old ſſtore.] 


23 The land ſhall not be ſold for ever: oy the land [is] ; 
mine; for ye [are] ſtrangers and ſojourners with me. 
: 24 And in all the land of your poſſeſſion ye ſhall grant a 
redemption for the land, Aller it 70 be redeemed at the L 


Je of jubile. 


25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath fold away 
ſome] of his poſſeſſion, and if any of his kin come to 


redeem it, then ſhall he redeem that which his brother 


26 ſold. And if a man have none to redeem it, and him- 
27 ſelf be able to redeem it; Then let him count the years 
of the ſale thereof, from the time of the ſale to the jubile, 

and reftore the overplus unto the man to whom he ſold 

28 it; that he may return unto his poſſeſſion. But if he 

1 be not able to reſtore [it] to him, then that which is 
fold ſhall remain in the hand of him that hath bought it 

until the year of jubile: and in the jubile it ſhall go out 
, the buyer's hand without any redemprion Os and he 


hy ſhall r return unto his . 


. een to ſuffice . the powder of the lick.” year, the 1 
3 of the ſeventh, and the beginning of the eighth, till the 
hbarveſt of that year ſhould come; this might be called three 
years, as the time which Chriſt lay in his grave is called three 
days. It was a ſtanding miracle; for in the courſe of things the 
ſmalleſt crop might be expected in the laſt year of tillage; and it 


is a ftrong proof that Moſes knew his law to be divine, or he 


would not have preſumed to make a promiſe, which _— in Alt 
probability have brought a diſgrace upon the whole {yitzm, before 
* 9 had been {ertled ſeven years in the land, | 


WV 
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"9 And if a man ſell a dwelling houſe in a RE city, 


then he may redeem it within a whole year after it is 


30 fold; [within] a full year may he redeem it. And if it 
be not redeemed within the ſpace of a full year, then 


the houſe that [is] in the walled city ſhall be eſtabliſhed 


for ever to him that bought it throughout his genera- 


a 31 tions: it ſhall not go out in the jubile. But the 


houſes of the villages, the farm houſes, which have 


no wall round about them ſhall be counted as the fields 


of the eountry : they may be redeemed, and they ſhall 
£0 out in the jubile. 


; $2 Notwithſtanding the 5 of the Levites, [and] 
the houſes of the cities of their JO may the 


3 3 Levites redeem at any time. And if a man purchaſe of 
the Levites, then the houſe that was ſold, and the city 


of his poſſeſſion, ſhall go out in [the year of] jubile: 
for the houſes of the cities of the Levites [are] their 


34 poſſeſſion among the children of Iſrael, But the field 


of the ſuburbs of their cities may not be fold; "TOE it 


70 their perpetual poſſeſſion, ; 
R E F L E c T 1 0 N 5. 


had recovered their inheritance, crowned with flowers, &c. 


and this being the moſt joyful ſound that ever was heard 


in ordinary among the Jews, it is uſed for the goſpel, P/a. 


IxXxxix. 15, and Lake iy. 19. which intimates to us, that the 
| goſpel provides for the remiſſion of debts, redemption from 
| ſervitude, and reſtoration to forfeited inheritances. The 
beginning of this year was fixed to the day of atonement ; 
which has a beautiful analogy to the connection there is be. 


_ tween thoſe great goſpel privileges typified by it, and the 


_ atonement of Chriſt, as the foundation of our receiving 


them. Thanks be to God, that we hear this joyful ſound, 


that the acceptable year of the Lord is preached to us: 


5 Blaſed are the People that know this Joyful * that believe 
| i theſe 


E . 8 be thankful for the joyful ſound of the gol. 

1 Jewiſh writers inform us, that when the 

+ Jubile was phe beg by the ſound of trumpets, there was 
2 ſolemn cavalcade, eſpecially of ſervants and thoſe who 


35 
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| theſe glad tidings ; that joyfully embrace the goſpel, and-._ 
| obey it from their heart: they ſhall be bleſſed in their pre- 
_ ſent privileges; z they ſhall walk, O Lord, in the light of thy 
countenance; enjoy God's favour and preſence i in this world, 
and then be removed to another and better; 70 an Buser 
tance incorruptible, undefiled, ana that fadeth not away, reſerves | 
in r heaven for them, 

2. Let us live up to the dignity of God's iGaet. One 
we were ſlaves, but now we are free; once we had forfeited 
all by fin, but now our inheritance is reſtored, and our 
debts are forgiven. Chriſt hath made us free, and given us 


the inheritance of children; and if children, then are wwe heirs, 


heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt. Being thus made free, 
let us not become the ſervants of fin any more; let us not 
| ſerve the world and the fleſh again. Having been forgiven 
much, let us love much; and eſpecially learn to forgive 
others, even as God, for Chriſt's ſake, hath forgiven us. Let 
us live like God's children, and as the heirs of an eternal 
- inheritance: ever remembering, hat we are not redeemed with 
|  corruptible things, ſuch as ſilver and gold, but with the precious 
| blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb without blemiſh; and therefore 
| kts Gol with e our bodies and e which are e his, . 
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07 compaſſi on 10 ſervants and the poor. 


. *- 8 D ky . . 8 wb q * 4 4 * _ 


. decay with thee; then thou ſhalt relieve him : 
[yea, though he be] a ranger, a proſelyte, or a ſojourn- 


46 er; that he may live with thee, Take thou no uſury 
of him, or increaſe, any conſideration or advantage for the 
buan of any thing: but fear thy God; that thy brother 

: 37 may live with thee. Thou ſhalt not give him thy money 

38 upon uſury, nor lend him thy victuals for increaſe. I 
| [am] the Loxp your God, which brought you torth 
out of the land of Egypt, to give. you the land of 


| Canaan, [and] to be your God. 


39 And if thy brother {that dwelleth] by thee 1 waxen 


poor and be ſold unto thee; thou ſhalt not compel him 
| to 


NP if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in 
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4õ0 to ſerve as a bond ſervant: [But] as an hired ſervant, 


[and | as a fojourner, to be uſed kindly, and as à brother, 
Coy. 43, 46.) he ſhall be with thee, [and] ſhall ſerve thee 
41 unto the year of jubile: And [then] ſhall he depart 
from thee, [both] he and his children with him, and 


ſhall return unto his own family, and unto the poſſeſſion 


: 42 of his fathers ſhall he return. For they [are] my ſer- 
vants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt, 


 menibe s of my church, as well as yourſelves, and therefore 


not 10 be treated like flaves: they ſhall not be ſold as 
43 bondmen; (Heb. with the ſole of a bondman.) Thou 


ſhalt not rule over him with rigour 3 z but ſhalt fear thy 


God. 
44 Both dry bobchnen, and thy bondmaids, which thou 


| ſhalt have, {ſhall be] of the heathen that are round 


about you; of them ſhall ye buy bondmen and bond- 
45 maids. Moreover of the children of the ſtrangers that 


do ſojourn among you, of them ſhall ye buy, and of 
their families that [are] with you, which they begat in 
5 your land: and they ſhall be your poſſeſſion. And ye 
ſhall take them as an inheritance for your children after 


you, to inherit [them for] a poſſeſſion; they ſnall be 


your bondmen for ever: but over your brethren the 


children of Iſrael, ye ſhall not rule one over another 


with rigour. 


4 And if a ſojourner or ſtranger wax rich wh thee, and 


thy brother [that dwelleth] by him wax poor, and ſell 
himſelf unto the ſtranger [or] ſojourner by thee, or to 
48 the ſtock of the ſtranger's family: After that he is ſold 


he may be redeemed again; one of his brethren may 


4459 redeem him: Either his uncle, or his uncle's ſon, may 


redeem him, or [any] that is nigh of kin unto him of 
his family may redeem him; or if he be able, he may 

50 redeem himſelf. And he ſhall reckon with him that 

bought him from the year that he was fold to him unto 


the year of jubile: and the price of his ſale ſhall be ac- 


| cording unto the number of years, according to the 


time of an hired ſervant ſhall it be with him : allowance 
hall be made for the time wherein he has ſerved, proportion- 


— to ' that which is 25 to an hired ſervant for ſo lung 
Ver dice. 


Ee 


oh 


7 
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85 1 ſervice. Tf [there be] yet many years [behind,] ac- 
cCording unto them he ſhall give again the price of his 


redemption out of the money that he was bought for. 


52 And if there remain but few years unto the year of 


jubile, then he ſhall count with him, [and] according 


unto his years ſhall he give him again the price of his 
53 redemption. [And] as a yearly hired ſervant ſhall he 
be with him: [and the other] ſhall not rule with rigour 
34 over him in thy fight. And if he be not redeemed in 
| theſe [years,] then he ſhall go out in the year of jubile, 
| 55 both] he, and his children with him. For unto me 


the children of Iſrael [are] ſervants; they [are] my 


| ſervants whom I brought forth out of the land of 


art 1 [am] the Lord your God. 
REFLECTION. 


R 0 M this part of the chapter we may learn tenderneſs 


and humanity to our ſervants; not requiring more work 


8 2 75 their health and ſtrength will bear; not ma king their 
{ lives a burden; but fo ordering our affairs and commands, 

that their work may be pleaſant, and cheerfully performed, | 
We ſhould provide for them the things that are convenient; 
give them ſufficient wages, food, reſt, liberty, and, above | 
all, taking care of their beſt intereſts, remembering they 
are our brethren, and have ſouls to be ſaved. We Gould | 
therefore give them time to ſerve God, and worſhip him; 
furniſh them with good books, and erhört them to mind 
the one thing needful ; ever remembering there is a maſter i in 
heaven, to whom both e and we are accountable, 


— * 
2 8 


6 
- 


CHAP. XXVI. 


N | This chapter principally conſiſts of promiſes to Toll, if , 1 ; 


and threatenings, if diſobedient; except the two firſt verſes, 


which are a repetition of ſome e 7 at were | 


delivered before. 


E ſhall make you no idols nor graven image, 


nelther ſhall Je ſet up Lap! image of ſtone, or figured 
2 5 


neither rear you up a ſtanding i image, or Pillar, 
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tone, in your land, to bow down unto it: for I [am] the 
Logp your God; as if he had ſaid, be ſure to remember 
2 this. Ye ſhall keep m my ſabbaths, and reverence my 
ſanctuary: I [am] the LoD 
3 If ye walk in my ſtatutes, and keep my WY 
4 ments, and do them; Then I will give you rain in due 
ſeaſon, and the land ſhall yield her increaſe, and the trees 
5 of the field ſhall yield their fruit. And your threſhing 
ſhall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage ſhall 
reach unto the ſowing time: and ye ſhall eat your bread 
to the full, and dwell in your land ſafely ; you ſhall have 
ſuch a Plemiful harveſt, that before you can have threſhed out 
Jour corn the vintage ſhall come; and ſuch a rich vintage, 
that before that be ended it ſhall be time to ſow your ſeed. 
6 And ] will give peace in the land, and ye ſhall lie down, 
and none ſhall make [you] afraid: and I will rid evil : 
beaſts out of the land, neither ſhall the ſword go through 
your land; ye ſhall have no ſedition, no robbers, no wild 
7 7 beaſts. And ye ſhall chaſe your enemies, and they ſhall _ 
8 fall before you by the ſword. And five of you ſhall chaſe | 
an hundred, and an hundred of you ſhall put ten thou- 
ſand to flight: and your enemies ſhall fall before you by 
the ſword, they may invade you, but ſhall be epd; 
and a very few hall chaſe and put to flight great multitudes. 
9 For I will have reſpe& unto you, and make you fruit- 
ful, and multiply you, and eſtabliſh my covenant with 


10 you. And ye ſhall eat old ſtore, and bring forth the 


old becauſe of the new; ye ſhall have many inhabitants, 
and enough for them all; . ſpall bring out the old corn for 
want of room to put in the new, and give the old to the poor 


11 and needy, And I will ſet my tabernacle among you: | | 
and my ſoul ſhall not abhor you; I will cauſe my grace | 


and favour, my word and worſhip, to abide continually among 

12 you, And I will walk among you, and will be your 

| God, 70 protet?, conduct, inftruft, and comfort you, and 

5 OY ſhall be my peculiar people, whom I will delight to 

13 bleſs and honour. I [am] the Lok D your God, which 
3 you for th out of the land of Egypt, that 


ye ü 


— * This is the great oiineipls and ſapport both of natoral and 
revealed religion, 
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ye ſhould not be their bondmen ; and 1 have broken 


the bands of your yoke, and made you go upright ; 
have brought you into a ſtate of liberty and ſecurity, am able 


to fulfil ail my promiſes, and therefore have a right to expect 
your truſt and obedience. 


14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do 
15 all theſe commandments; And if ye ſhall deſpiſe my 
i ſtatutes, or if your ſoul abhor my dag ene ſo that 


ye will not do all my commandments, but] that ye 


16 break my covenant: I alſo will do this unto you; I 
wuoill even appoint over you terror, perpetual hurry and 


horror of ſpirit, the worſt diſeaſe imagin: able, conſumption, 
and the burning ague, that ſhall conſume the eyes, and 


: cauſe ſorrow of heart, make you loa thin and ghaſtly : and 


ye ſhall ſow your ſeed in vain, for your enemies ſhall 


eat it, they ſhall break in upon you, and carry off your pro- 
viſions; while you have neither ſtrength to reſiſt them, nor to 
17 labour for more. And I will ſet my face againſt you, and 
pe ſhall be ſlain before your enemies they that hate 
vou ſhall reign over you ; ; and ye hall flee when none 8 


= purſueth you. 


18 And if ye will not yet r all this bea unto me, 
1 then Iwill puniſh you ſeven, Hat is, many times more 
109 for your fins. And I will break the pride of your 


power, your exceeding great ſtrength, in which you pride 
 Fourſelves; and 1 will make your heaven as iron, and 


your earth as braſs, deſtroy both your force and the fruitful- 


20 meſs of your ground: And your ſtrength ſhall be ſpent in 
voain: for your land ſhall not yield her increaſe, neither 


21 ſhall the trees of the land yield their fruits, And if _ 


walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; 


I will bring ſeven times more plagues upon you accord- 
| 22 ing to your fins. I will alſo fend wild beaſts among you 
1 which ſhall rob you of your children, and deſtroy your 
| cattle, and make you few in number; and your high]! 5 
ways ſhall be deſolate, ere ſball be no people to walk in 
23 them, or it ſpall be dangerous to go there. And if ye will 


not be reformed by me by theſe things, but will walk 


24 contrary unto me; Then will I alſo walk contrary unto 
you, and will puniſh you yet ſeven times for your ſins. 
25 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


I 
| 
| 
| 
4 


nians and by the Romans. 
2 This is the moſt terrible threatening of all the reſt; for 
when God abhors A people, the way 1s open to all evil. 
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25 And I will bring a ſword upon you, that ſhall avenge the 


quarrel of [my ] covenant, my quarrel againſt you for break. 


ing my covenant: and when ye are gathered together with- 


in your cities, or ſtrong holds, which ye thought impregnable, 


1 will ſend the peſtilence among you; and ye ſhall be 
26 delivered into the hand of the enemy. And] when 1 
have broken the ſtaff of your bread, = Ws? you of that 
_ which is the ſupport of life, ten women ſhall bake your 
| bread in one oven, an oven which uſed to be filled for one 
family ſpall ſerve ten, and they ſhall deliver [you] your 


bread again by weight : and ye ſhall eat, and not be 


2) ſatisfied. And if ye will not for all this hearken unto _ 
28 me, but walk contrary unto me; Then I will walk con- 


trary unto you alſo in fury; I will act like a man that 


meets an enemy in fury and in battle: and I, even I, will 
29 chaſtiſe you ſeven times for your fins. And ye ſhall 
eat the fleſh of your ſons, and the fleſh of your daugh- i 


ters ſhall ye eat.“ 


| 30 And J will deſtroy your high places, and cut down 
= your images, and caſt your carcaſes upon the carcaſes 


; 31 of your idols, and my ſoul ſhall abhor you.“ And I 


vill make your cities waſte, and bring your ſanctuaries, & B 


your ſynagogues, or the tabernacle, the temple, and the ſeveral 


_ buildings about them, unto deſolation, and 1 will not ſmell 
the favour of your ſweet odours, will not accept your ſer- 


© 32 vices. And I will bring the land into defolation: and | 
Pour enemies which dwell therein ſhall be aſtoniſhed at 


it, at the calamities that befal yo, fo grievous, | 2 Vario, 
and ſo uncommon ſhall they be. 


| 3 3 And ] will ſcatter you among the heathen, and will 5 


draw out a ſword after you: and your land ſhall be 


He 34 deſolate, and your cities waſte, Then ſhall the land 
enjoy her ſabbaths, as long as it lieth deſolate, and ye 
| [be] in your enemies? land; [even] then ſhall the land 
reſt, and enjoy her ſabbaths, hoſe ſabbatical years of reſt 
Fre tillage, which 1. thro? rde, Nane would 
| not 


= This was fulfilled in the beg of Jeruſalem by the Babylo- 


43 


35 


36 


43 


b Which was ſeventy. years during their captivity, and was a. 
juſt puniſhment for their neglect of the ſabbath and the ſabbatica! 5 
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not give it. As long as it lieth deſolate it ſhall reſt; . 


becauſe it did not re elt in your ſabbaths, when ye dwelt - 


upon it, 
And upon them that are left [alive] of” you I will 


ſend a faintneſs into their hearts in the lands of their 
enemies; and the ſound of a ſhaken leaf ſhall chaſe 


them; and they ſhall flee, as fleeing from a ſword; 


7 and they ſhall fall when none purſueth. And they 


ſhall fall one upon another, as it were before a ſword, 


when none purſueth : and ye ſhall have no power to 
ſand before your enemies. And ye ſhall periſh among 


the heathen, and the land of your enemies ſhall eat you 
up.“ And they that are left of you ſhall pine away in 
their iniquity in your enemies? lands, thro grief, hunger, 
and oppreſſion ;, and alſo in the iniquities of their fathers 


ſhall they pine away with them, if they wal in ; their 


4 ſteps. 


If they ſhall confeſs their iniquity, and the enn 


Is their fathers, with their treſpaſs which they treſpaſſed _ 
againſt me, and that alſo they have walked contrary 
unto me; And [that] I alſo have walked contrary unto 
them, and have brought them into the land of their 
enemies, and that all thoſe things ſhall pave come „bn. 
them by my juſt judgment, and not by chance, if then their 
uncircumciſed hearts be humbled, 4 Ju:ſy Goa and con- 
demsn themſelves, and they then accept of the puniſhment g 
ef their iniquity, patiently and humbly ſubmit to their core 
42 
and alſo my covenant with Iſaac, and alſo my covenant 
with Abraham, the moſt antient of all, will I remember, 
and I will remember the land, which ſeemed to be forgotten. 5 
The land alſo ſhall be left = them, and ſhall enjoy her 
ſabbaths, while ſhe lieth deſolate without them: and 
they ſhall accept of the puniſhment of their iniquity : _ 
becauſe, even becauſe they deſpiſed my judgments, and 
44 becauſe their ſoul abhorred my ſtatutes, And yet for 


rection: Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, 


all 


year. 
© This was the cafe with the ten tribes, 
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all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, 1 . 


will not caſt them away, neither will I abhor them, to 


defroy them utterly, and to break my covenant with | 
them: for TI [am] the Loxp their God. But I will for 
their fakes remember the covenant of their anceſtors, 


whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the 
| fight of the heathen, that [ might be their God: I 
[am] the Lon D.. 

46 Theſe [are] the ſtatutes and judgments and laws, 


which the Lory made between him and the children of 


Iccael i. in mount Sinai by the hand of Moſes. 


REFLECTIONS 


* 1 AT an awful and majeſtic Being is the bleſſed 
God! who hath all our comforts in his hand. 
All creatures are at his diſpoſal ; he has the command of 

all diſeaſes; they are his ſervants. All nature, heaven, 

_ earth, air, rain, and beaſts, and the hearts of men, are under 
as controul. He can ſtir up enemies when he will. Men 
are his ſword; their ſpirits are under his influence; who 
would not therefore fear him! ls 05 
2. How great is the binden of thoſe who practiſe re- 
ü gion, which makes this God our friend, He will have 
reſpect to thoſe that keep his ſtatutes and commandments; | 
he will favour and bleſs them; no good thing will hie withhold 
from them that walk uprighth. Godlineſs hath the promiſe of tie 

9 *. that now is, as well as of that which is to come. 

3. We learn from hence, that good men, thoſe who 
| endeavour to promote religion in their country by their 
prayers, admonitions, and examples, are the beſt friends to 

it. We are not under an equal providence now, as the Jews 
were; z there 1 is therefore no e in our favour from their 


circum- 


4 Fr rom ht laft 1 we may 33 that ſuch a 1 | | 
as there is at preſent among the Jews from idolatry, would have 
reſtored them to favour, according to the Moſaic covenant : but 


they are ſtill under national guilt, as having crucified Chriſt. 


Vet from this they ſhall at length be delivered; and the Jews 
__ themſelves, we are told by ſome of their rabbies, expect it, and 
ground their expectation 18 this promiſe, as chriſtians alſo do, 

g dee Rom. i. 5 | | 
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_ circumſtances. But till the Lord loveth righteouſneſs, and 
righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, We have reaſon to expect 


peculiar bleſſings from heaven, eſpecially when we obſerve 


bis ſabbaths, and reverence his ſandtuarv. 
4. We are here taught the great value of ſpiritual bleſt. | 
ings above all others, and how happy thoſe are who poſleſs 
them: God will be their God, and they ſhall be his people. His 
foul will not abhor them. Let us ever deſire God's word and 
ordinances; remembering that his bleſſing is beſtowed on 
a regular, orderly attendance on them. Let us eſteem them _ 
more than all the bleſſings of the corn floor and the wine 
| Preſs, and be thankful that we have them in ſuch abun. 
dance. God hath nat deal. Jo with mary other nations. FRE 
Fe the Lord. Z 
5, Letus be thankful that our nation is ; free from thoſe ; 
deſolating judgments which are here threatened. Our's is a 
fruitful land, wherein we dwell ſafely; here are no wild beaſts | 
to break in and deſtroy. Yet God could ſoon break our ſtaff 
of bread, turn our fertile ſoil into barrennels, and cauſe 
deſpiſed enemies to go thro* the land. But thro? divine 
goodneſs and patience our bleſſings are continued, tho we 
are unworthy of them. Let us then adore his goodneſs, 8 
that our land yields its increaſe, that he ſtrengthens the bars of 
our gates, feeds us with the fineſt of the wheat, and ſuffers 
none to make us afraid. He giveth us all things richly to enjoy. 
Let us therefore love and ſerve God, who dealelb ſo bounti- = 
Ah, wth 1, 
6. We learn, that in our private: conduct. we miſt 
not walk contrary to God. All ſinners walk contrary to 
his nature, will and law; eſpecially thoſe who fin pre- 
| ſumptuouſly, or, after manifeſt rebukes of pr ovidence. If, 
when viſited with affliction, we deſpiſe God's chaſtiſements, 
and are not awakened and reformed, but treſpaſs yet more 
and more, he will puniſh us yet ſeven times more. God 
grant that all who have been, or ftill are, under his rod, 
may conſider this, leſt his ſtrokes the next time ſhould be : 
heavier; leſt he fend greater Judgments, for he both can 


and will do it. 
7. Let us pray that Iſrael may be taught, by the fulfil 


ment of theſe threatenings, the evil of fin, which brought 
. Mm . all 
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all their calamities upon them; and that they may be 
brought to true repentance and converſion. Their fins were 

many and great; but it was their crucifying Chrift which 


filled up the meaſure of their iniquities : in conſequence of 


which, they have remained longer in their preſent diſperſed |} 


tate than any former captivity ;, yea, than all the time they 
continued in their own land. But when their uncircumciſed 
hearts ſhall be humbled to confeſs their iniquity, their own ob- 
ſtinacy and unbelief, as well as the ingquity of their fathers, 
then, and not till then, can they reaſonably expect the full 
_ accompliſhment of the promiſes of their reſtoration, with 
which the chapter cloſes. May God haſten it in his own 
time] And let our conſtant prayer for Iſrael be, hat they 
may be ſaved, En ers 


. 


* 4 N 1 N Fa 
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CHAP. XXVII. : 5 


| not to be redeemed. 


This chapter relates to vow:, and to devoted things which wert 


When a man ſhall make a ſingular vow, hat is, an ex- 
traordinary vow that he would devote himſelf to the ſervice 


, God's ſanfuary, the perſons [ſhall be] for the Lozy, | 
ſet apart for his ſervice, or elſe redeemed, by thy eſtima- 


A ND che Lonb ſpake unto Moſes, faying, Speak 
\ unto the children of Iſrael, and ſay unto them, 


tion, according to that value which the prieſt, by the arrec-}| 


tion here given, ſhall ſet upon them. _ 


= 


3 And thy eſtimation ſhall be of the male from twenty | 
years old even unto ſixty years old, even thy eſtimation} 


ſhall be fifty ſhekels of ſilver, after the ſnekel of the ö 
ſanctuary, or about five pounds fourteen ſhillings of ourf 
4 money. And if [it be] a female, then thy eſtimation] 


ſmnall be thirty ſhekels, about three pounds eight ſhillings ; 
1 wwas beſs than for a man, becauſe the labour and ſervice 0 
5 a mon is uſually worth more than of a woman. And if [it 
be] from five years old even unto twenty years old, 

then thy eſtimation ſhall be of the male twenty ſhekels 

or about two pounds five ſhillings, and for the * r 

ro rs a , ROO ”y "IO ole 
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6 6 Deke, about twenty two ſhillings, And if [it be] from 


a month old even unto five years old, then thy eſtima- 


tion ſhall be of the male five ſhekels of filv<r, or tele 
ſhillings and ſixpence, and for the female thy eſtimation _ 


[1hall be] three ſhekels of filver, or ſeven ſhillings and ſix- 
pence. And if [it be] from ſixty years old and above 


be if [it be] a male, then thy eſtimation ſhall be fifteen 


ſhekels, or one pound fourteen ſhillings, and for the fe- 


J male ten ſhekels, or one pound five ſhillings. But if he 


be poorer than thy eſtimation, then he ſhall preſent 
_ himſelf before the prieſt, and the prieſt ſhall value him: 


according to his N that vowed. ſhall the prieſt : 


value him.“ 


9 And if [it be] a beaſt, whereof men n bing; an n offering 


unto the Logo, all that [any man] giveth of ſuch unto. 


the Lox ſhall be holy, conſecrated to God, either to be 
10 ſacrificed, or given lo the prieſt. He ſhall not alter it, nor 


change it, a good for a bad, or a bad for a good: and 


Ii he ſhall at all change deaf for beaſt, then it and the 
41 exchange thereof ſhall be holy. And if [it be] any un- 
clean beaſt, of which they do not offer a ſacrifice unto 
the Lox, then he ſhall preſent the beaſt before the _ 
12 prieſt: And the prieſt ſhall value it, whether it be good _ 
85 or bad: as thou valueſt it, (who art] the prieſt, 8 
13 it be.“ But if he will at all redeem it, then he ſhall add 5 


a fifth [part] thereof unto thy eſtimation. : 


1, 4 And when a man ſhall {zncify his houſe [to be] holy 7 

_ unto the Log, ſhall appropriate the income of that houſe 

# the Amir Ll the . then the F ſhall eſti- 
M m 2 mate 


©, | Theſe 1 were probably the ſame as the Netbiaims 
afterwards; the young men were hewers of wood and carriers of 
water; the old men were employed in ſweeping the floor, and 
carrying out aſhes; the women in making the prieſts? garments 
| and repairing the covering of the tabernacle: but leſt too many 
ſhould offer for this work, the price of their redemption Was 


fixed, that no more might be retained than were neceſſary. 


f That is, he was to leave it with the prieſt, or mY the value 5 
according to the prieſt's eſtimation. IR 
5 If he did this, it is plain that he b it mw more 
than the prieſt put upon it; and therefore a fifth — more e might 


be * to be the real value. SY 


— — —_— 
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mate it, whether it be good or bad: as the prieſt hall 
15 eſtimate it, ſo ſhall it ſtand. And if he that ſanctified 


it will redeem his houſe, then he ſhall add the fifth 
[part] of the money of thy eſtimation unto it, and it 


ſhall be his. 


16 And if a man mall ſanctify unto the Loan [ſome 


part] of a field of his poſſeſſion, then thy eſtimation 


ſhall be according to the ſeed thereof, according to the * 


quantity of ſeed it will take to ſow it: an homer of barley 


17 ſeed [ſhall be valued] at fifty ſhekels of filver. If he 
ſanctify his field from the year of jubile, according to 
18 thy eſtimation it ſhall ſtand. But if he ſanctify his field 

After the jubile, then the prieſt ſhall reckon unto him 


the money according to the years that remain, even un- 


| to the year of the jubile, and it ſhall be abated from thy 


19 eſtimation. And if he that ſanctified the field, will in 

any wiſe redeem it, then he ſhall add the fifth ſpart] 
of the money of thy eſtimation unto it, and it ſhall be 
20 aſſured to him, And if he will not redeem the field, or 
i he have ſold the field to another man, it ſhall not be 
* redeemed any more. But the field, when it goeth out 


in the jubile, ſhall be holy unto the Lonp, as a field 


devoted; the poſſeſſion thereof ſhall be the prieſt's. 


22 Andi [: a man] ſanctify unto the Lox a field which he | 
bath bought, which [is] not of the fields of his poſſeſ- 
223 ſion, But farmed by him till the jubile; Then the prieſt | 
mall reckon unto him the worth of thy eſtimation,, 


| [even] unto the year of the jubile: and he ſhall give 


tthine eſtimation in that day, [as] a holy thing unto | 
24 the Logp, In the year of the jubile the field ſhall re- | 
ren unto him of whom it was bought, [even] to him 
to whom the poſſeſſion of the land [did belong] by | 
. 2 5 nw ow And all thy eſtimations hal be accord- 1 


ing 

85 5 There is a DO TED TY Aifficulty. in Ts 3 it 1 toll 
me that if a man devoted a field, and did not redeem it at the 
year of jubile, he was at liberty to redeem it afterwards; but it} _ 
this was a field that was mortgaged, it went to the original] 
_ Proprietor ; the former poſſeſſor, who gave it, being only a tenant 
till the year. of Nen 5 een the” prieſt could not have“ 

any 


| 29 holy unto the LORD. 
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ing to the ſhekel of the ſanctuary: twenty gerahs ſhall 


be the ſhekel. 


2 16 Only the firftling of the beaſts, which ſhould be the 
Lokbp's firitling, no man ſhall ſanctify it; whether [it 


bel ox; or ſheep: it [is] the Lory's before, and there- 
27 fore would be trifling with him. And if [it be] of an 


_ unclean beaft, not fit for ſarrifice, then he ſhall redeem 


lit! according to thine eſtimation, and ſhall add a fifth 
[part] of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, then * 


| ſhall be ſold according to thy eftimation. 


28 Notwithſtanding no devoted thing, that a man ſhall | 
devote unto the Lorp of all that he hath, [both] of 
man and beaſt, and of the field of his poſſeſſion, ſhall 
be fold or redeemed every devoted thing is] moſt 
None devoted, which ſhall be 
devoted of men, by the particular direfion of God, or 
agreeable to his law, ſhall be redeemed z ; (MEL ſhall : 


— be put to death. 


And all the tithe of the land, fahether] of the fred - 
the land, [or] of the fruit of the tree, [1s] the 


[it is] holy unto the Lorp, conſecrated ta = 
be ſervice of God's eng and the maintenance of the 
3 31 prieſts, And if a man will at all redeem [aught] of his 


7 [part] thereof, 
32 And ns, the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, 


[even] 


any other lavdo "but what ware Wesel by the law of God, but 
they might keep a devoted field, after the year of e till the 
Price of redemption was paid. 


„ Eyery thing thus ſolemnly given to God, mall be perpetually 1 
1 employed in the ſervice to which they are eee If land was 


thus devoted, it was abſolutely given to the ſervice of the ſanc=- | 
1 tuary; if a man, or flave, he was to be perpetually employed in 


the ſervice of the ſanctuary ; ſuch were the Nethinims ; ; if a beaſt. N 
it was to be ſacrificed or put to death. 


* This does not relate to what was A4 to a bers * but | 
hs: to perſons devoted to deſtruction by a ſolemn cherum or curſe, as 


Jericho, and the idolatrous EP 
1 Iſraelites, Exodus xxii. 20. alſo the idolatrous cities, Deut. xiii. 15. 


thoſe ſhall not be redeemed ; no ranſom ſhall be accepted; they _ 
put to death, not on the altar, a as a — but 8 


Lok bD' 8: 


tithes, he ſhall add thereto the fifth 


the Canaanites by God's appointment; 


ſhall ſurely be 
ITY _ lword, or __ magiſtrate, 


— I 6 8 3 P 
. _ Ng 
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cepts are very important in their own nature, an 
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[even] of whatſoever paſſeth under the rod: i the tenth | 


_ 3 ; ſhall be holy unto the Loxp. He ſhall not ſearch whe- 


ther it be good or bad, neither ſhall he change it: and 


if he change it at all, then both it and the change 5 


thereof ſhall be holy; it ſhall not be redeemed. 


34 Theſe [are] the commandments, which the Lozp = 


commanded Moſes for the children of Urael 1 in mount : 
Sinai.“ . 


REFLECTIONS. 


= TE learn hence the ſolemn nature of vows, and that 


we are not to trifle with God. Vows are ſolemm 


engagements to be the Lord's, or to do ſomething for his 
aauſe. This chapter teaches us to be cautious not to make 
them raſhly, left we ſhould repent. After vows are made, 
let us enquire, Have we been conſtant in keeping them, 
| tho? ſometimes to our hurt in temporal things? Let us 
renew our reſolutions for ſtricter fidelity to God; be ready f 
to do all the good we can, for his houſe and the offices 


thereof. It is proper to lay ourſelves under ſolemn en- 


gagements to do ſo, This ſhould often be done; and | 
having ſworn, let us perform it. If we have hitherto ge- 
glected it, let us renew our reſolutions with greate ſcriouſ- 
neſs and care. When thou vorweſt a vow unto God, defer not 
to pay it: for he hath no pleaſure in fools : pey that which thus 
haſt vowed. Better is it that thou ſhouldlt not Vow, Hoon that ? 
” thou ſhouldſt vaw and not pay. Eccles. v. 4, 5 * 
2. We are taught from this chapter, and the Abbe . 
5 book, to be thankful that wwe are not under the law, but under || 
grace; that we are not come to mount Sinai, but are under an 
eaſier, milder, and more ſpiritual diſpenſation ; that the 
? yoke of c ceremonies is removed, which neither v we nor our 


fathers 


23 As the hands: af their. own ed went out 5 the fold or cot, 


: the tithing man, ſtanding at the door, marked every tenth lamb or ü 
: kid with a rod coloured with ochre. | 


m This ſeems to refer to the — 2 back : ma uy, of the pre- : 
neceſſary to 


be underſtood, in order to lis ſeveral particulars in the 
goſpel. | | 
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fathers could bear. We may now, and we ought, to con- 
ſecrate ourſelves, our families, our fields, and all we have, 
to God. Ourſelves, by preſenting body and ſoul, a living 
ſacrifice to God. Our families, by a ſolemn dedication of 
cdur children, and engaging our houſe to ſerve the Lord. 
| Our fields and poſſeſſions, by honouring the Lord with our. 
155 Laber cheerfully contributing to the ſupport of his houſe, 
his miniſters, and members. Every man ſhould give as 
God hath proſpered him. To do good and to communicate, let 


us not Taxa, 1} 770% Feb ſage God is well Pens. 
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